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“It is a wholesome and necessary thing for us to turn 
again to the earth and in the contemplation of her 
beauties to know of wonder and humility. 

- Rachel Carson”

All of the photographs in this document were taken at various locations throughout Chautauqua County. 
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“Come forth into the light of things, Let Nature 
be your teacher”

- William Wadsworth
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“The richness I achieve comes from Nature, the 
source of my inspiration.”

- Claude Monet

2
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INTRODUCTION
Chautauqua County’s wealth of natural, cultural, 
and recreational assets, as communicated by 
Chautauqua County residents in the recent 
completed Comprehensive Plan, made developing 
a Greenway Plan a logical decision.  

Visitors to Chautauqua County are immediately 
struck by the awe-inspiring beauty of the 
landscape.  Quaint villages and abundant 
recreational assets with a back drop of forested 
ridgelines, expansive lake shores, rolling vineyards, 
and stunning vistas define the County’s character 
and image.  

Branded as the “World’s Learning Center”, 
Chautauqua County is poised to capitalize on 
these assets and others.  

This Greenway Plan was completed to:

• Identify natural and recreational greenway 
opportunities;

• Provide a plan of action to plan, design, develop, 
and market the County’s Greenway opportunities 
to create jobs and enhance economic 
development within Chautauqua County;

• Build partnerships between the public and 
private sectors to manage, maintain, and expand 
greenway opportunities;

• Provide the rationale and justification for 
greenways in order to support grant requests 
and other funding opportunities; 

• Identify demonstration projects; and

• Poise Chautauqua County as an international 
destination for outdoor active living. Photo Credit: Mark Geise

Figure 1:  Chautauqua County, New York
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What are Greenways?
Greenways have been defined in several ways 
since the term was first coined in the 19th 
century.   Ideally, greenways are corridors 
of land and water, including the networks 
of these corridors, which are designed and 
managed for multiple purposes.  These 
purposes include natural infrastructure 
conservation, recreation, stormwater 
management, community and economy 
enhancement, and scenic character protection.

Greenways are typically viewed as primarily 
recreational corridors, i.e., trails for hiking, 
biking, jogging or even horseback riding and 
snowmobiling.  They are also waterways and 
lakes for canoeing and kayaking.  For others, 
the purpose of greenways is for conservation 
of our undeveloped lands containing 
important natural and ecological assets like 
forests, wetlands, and stream banks; along 
with the animals and plants that live there.  
Still, there are others who see greenways in 
aesthetic terms.  They value conserving rural 
countrysides and protecting outstanding 
natural features such as stream valleys and 
gorges, forested ridgelines, and agricultural 
lands. All of these visions and definitions are 
embraced within this plan.

“Some greenways are recreational 
corridors or scenic byways that 
may accommodate motorized and 
non-motorized vehicles.  Others 
function almost exclusively for 
environmental protection and are 
not designed for human passage.”

Photo Credit: Michael  Kotyk
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How was the Greenway Plan Developed?
For many, the term greenway evokes visions of recreational and outdoor pursuits. For others, the term 
greenway evokes concern over restrictions to development and the loss of property rights. Throughout 
the planning process, we have taken efforts to ease concerns, educate the public to confirm the truth, 
dispel myths, and build consensus by establishing defendable rationale for establishing a greenway 
network within Chautauqua County.

A THREE STEP PROCESS
This plan was developed utilizing a three-step process that answers three questions:

•	 CHAPTER	ONE:		WHERE	ARE	WE	NOW?	-	This is the inventory phase.  This chapter provides a 
summary of the information gathered regarding the natural, cultural, historic, and recreational 
assets of the county that are the building blocks of the County’s greenway corridors.  

•	 CHAPTER	TWO:		WHERE	DO	WE	WANT	TO	BE?	-	This is the analysis phase. In this chapter the 
vision, goals, and objectives for greenways in Chautauqua County are defined, and the data 
collected during the first phase is analyzed and synthesized into a proposed network of natural 
system and recreational greenways linking important destinations throughout the region.

•	 CHAPTER	THREE:		HOW	DO	WE	GET	THERE?	-	This is the recommendation phase.  This chapter 
reveals the specific action items required to implement the plans’ recommendations.  It includes 
concrete tools, such as a recommended management structure, prioritized recreation and 
natural system greenway corridors, as well as identified potential partners and funding sources.

This document provides the reader with the planning process and rationale that resulted in the vision, 
goals, objectives, recommendations, and implementation strategies to create a greenway system in 
Chautauqua County.

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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Mission, Vision, and Goals for Greenways in 
Chautauqua County

Through the planning process the Mission, Vision, and Goals were established for greenways in 
Chautauqua County.  

Our Mission
(What we do, where we do it, and who we do it for)

Chautauqua County’s rich system of four season greenways positively impacts the economies 
of our communities.  The recommendations proposed in the Greenway Plan will create a new 
enthusiasm for active living and healthy lifestyles; promote outdoor activities; improve our quality 
of life within Chautauqua County; act as a catalyst for economic development related to outdoor 
living; and establish Chautauqua County as a destination center for outdoor adventure and lifelong 
learning opportunities. 

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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In 2020, Chautauqua County envisions a system of greenways planned, implemented, and managed to:

• Provide opportunities for active living by providing a variety of land and water based trails to 
facilitate healthy lifestyles for the physical and mental well-being of its residents and visitors;

• Provide alternative transportation corridors to access work, school, business districts, parks, 
museums, historic sites,  and other cultural resources;

• Provide connections to the land, to each other, and to archaeological, historic, and cultural 
resources;

• Conserve sensitive natural resources for their essential functions, ecosystems and habitats; 
• Conserve open space for continued agricultural production; 
• Maintain the rural character that is the pride of Chautauqua residents; 

Our Vision
(How we see ourselves 5 to 10 years from now)

Chautauqua County residents and visitors will have access to an interconnected system of 
greenways that cater to bird watchers, cyclists, kayakers, equestrians, snow mobile riders, and 
other outdoor enthusiasts.  Some greenway lands are public, others are private, and still others are 
a combination, all nurtured by public/private partnerships.  

Chautauqua County’s greenways will connect our forests, parks, open spaces, and main streets, 
and will serve as a destination center for outdoor adventure and lifelong learning opportunities for 
residents and visitors alike.  The County’s history and geography enhance the recommendations 
of the Greenway Plan through the interpretation of recreation, cultural, and historic assets.  These 
corridors will not only traverse the country-side, but will also connect to our towns and main streets 
where trail users can access the goods and services they desire.  Equally important, we will work 
with our business communities to capitalize on the economic and tourism development potential 
greenways create.

Natural system greenway corridors will conserve, protect, manage, and restore our landscapes, 
ecosystems, and habitats through strong public and private partnerships.  At the same time, 
implementation of recommended actions will effectively conserve our sensitive waterways 
and aquifers by establishing buffers of green open space and working landscapes along them. 
Greenways will also assist in managing stormwater and will biologically filter run-off water before 
returning it to the County’s waterways and aquifers, thereby improving water quality, reducing 
erosion, and providing ecological benefits.

Conservation and recreation organizations, public agencies, landowners, private sector companies, 
and dedicated individuals will support the county’s greenway initiatives by developing strong 
partnerships for mutual benefit. Respect for private property rights, local community concerns and 
public lands are hallmarks of this greenways effort. 
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• Incorporate Chautauqua County’s brand, the “The World’s Learning Center”, into all aspects of 
the County’s greenway system;

• Provide leadership to the County’s cities, towns, villages, and hamlets by advocating for and by 
implementing complete streets, active living, and sustainable land use practices throughout the 
County; 

• Enhance economic development and tourism in our business districts; and
• Provide the quality of life/tourism infrastructure required for future housing and economic 

development.

Our Goals
(specific	ideas	about	how	we	will	accomplish	our	mission	&	vision)

To achieve the vision for greenways in Chautauqua County, seven goals were established:

Goal One:   Active Living/Alternative Transportation Goals
(a) Work corroboratively with organizations to complete mutually beneficial projects;
(b) Integrate trails and active living into the everyday life of the county’s residents;
(c) Create paved shared use paths as alternative active transportation and recreation 

corridors; and
(d) Advocate and promote Complete Streets, Safe Routes to Schools, and Walkable 

Community concepts.

Goal Two:   Conservation of Natural Resources
(a) Foster public/private partnerships for the conservation of natural resources;
(b) Educate decision-makers on the benefits of conserving natural resources;
(c) Educate the public on the benefits of conserving natural resources; and
(d) Develop and promote model conservation ordinances and easement agreements.

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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Goal Three: Connectivity and Trail Development
(a) Maintain and upgrade the existing trail system (priority n0. 1);
(b) Evaluate land/water based trails, re-route non-sustainable trails in a sustainable 

manner, or abandon non-sustainable trails that cannot be made sustainable; 
(c) Create/enhance/foster recreation hubs throughout County, i.e., Cockaigne Ski Area, 

Peek’n Peak, Camp Onyahsa, etc.;
(d) Create looped trail systems, both locally and at the County level, i.e., a Chautauqua 

Loop Trail that connects the east and west overland trails at the north and south 
ends thereby circling Chautauqua Lake;

(e) Connect urban areas to the countryside;
(f) Establish a network of cross-country skiing, winter hiking, and snowshoeing trails;
(g) Connect trails to housing so that homeowners have access to the trails and other 

recreation resources;
(h) Plan, design, and implement trail mapping, electronic wayfinding and signage 

programs;
(i) Provide trails for all users:  hikers, bikers, equestrians, canoers/kayakers, 

snowmobilers, and atvers;
(j) Establish inter-county and inter-state connections;
(k) Evaluate the feasibility of providing camping opportunities to accommodate the use 

of long distance trails and green space;
(l) Retain property and/or purchase additional property for trail and trailhead 

development;
(m) Reduce maintenance requirements by adopting, educating, and promoting a ‘Leave 

No Trace’ philosophy; and
(n) Integrate industrial, commercial, and residential development initiatives with the 

Greenway Trail network.

Goal Four: Management, Operations, and Maintenance
(a) Develop a new model for creating, maintaining, and advocating for resources 

for trails, parks, and waterways such as partnering with established service 
organizations, creating a non-profit “Friends” organization, or other means;

(b) Identify dedicated funding sources to sustain the greenway system;
(c) Evaluate current maintenance practices and institute sustainable management/

maintenance practices to create trails and parks that require little or no maintenance;
(d) Improve maintenance of the existing trail network;
(e) Evaluate and improve the maintenance of existing water trail network;
(f) Improve intergovernmental cooperation for the water trails between municipalities, 

counties, and states; and
(g) Codify management, operations, and maintenance policies and procedures.
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Goal Five: The World’s Learning Center
(a) Integrate active learning opportunities with active living opportunities;
(b) Promote environmental education;
(c) Communicate the history of the landscape and the communities; and
(d) Promote opportunities for learning within the County.

Goal Six: Leadership
(a) Create a Friends of Chautauqua Greenways stakeholder group to establish goals and 

advocate for resources;
(b) Formalize delivery and implementation strategies of greenways development 

between the County and its partners;
(c) Pursue resources corroboratively;
(d) Foster partnerships between conservation and recreation organizations, public 

agencies, landowners, private sector companies, local municipalities, and dedicated 
individuals;

(e) Promote, educate, and facilitate Trail Town concepts in local business districts; and
(f) Promote, educate, and facilitate Activity Hub concepts to identified landowners. 

Goal Seven: Marketing & Tourism
(a) Promote Chautauqua County’s outdoor opportunities locally, regionally, and 

nationally with the Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau, and the Chautauqua County 
Chamber of Commerce, the local media and other entities;

(b) Promote an enhanced water trail network;
(c) Establish unified standards for trails through signage and marketing efforts;
(d) Cross promote greenways and trails with other tourism promotion activities such as 

the Lake Erie Concord Grape Belt Heritage Area, Lake Erie Wine Country, Chautauqua 
Lake Erie Art Trail and Great Lakes Seaway Trail;

(e) Collaborate with regional providers to market to broader audience;
(f) Evaluate and pursue opportunities to partner promotional efforts with the private 

sector; and
(g) Develop a centralized database of active recreation opportunities and promote them 

through social media and an interactive website.

The process leading to the development of the mission,vision and goals is explained in Chapter 2 - 
Where Do We Want to Be?

For those readers interested in this plan’s recommendations and less interested in the process 
please turn to Chapter 3 - How Do We Get There? which provides a recommendations for a proposed 
Management Structure, Action Plan identifying implementation strategies to address each goal of this 
plan, and for a description of proposed demonstration projects.
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Why Create a Greenway Plan for Chautauqua County?
Greenways provide numerous benefits to local municipalities and their residents.  Some of the benefits 
provided through greenway development include:

Greenway corridors are established to conserve forested areas, open space and habitat for wildlife, 
as meccas for hunting and fishing opportunities.  Adjacent to rivers, streams, reservoirs and lakes, 
greenways may have multiple advantages such as habitat protection, flood control and drinking 
water protection.  Similarly, corridors linking areas of farmland to open space help to preserve the 
rural landscapes and modest lifestyles.  Many of these benefits are interrelated and work together to 
strengthen the quality of life for residents and visitors to the region.  

Benefits of Greenways to Chautauqua County

	Promotes restoration of land and water
	Fosters public recreation, active living, and healthy lifestyles
	Encourages a network of non-motorized land and water transportation corridors to connect 

people to our resources
	Explores opportunities to expand motorized off-highway vehicle and snowmobile trails
	Conserves natural, ecological and hydrologic infrastructure resources
	Builds capacity at the local level for implementation and education
	Encourages economic development
	Promotes active living and healthy lifestyles
	Promotes sustainable land development
	Enhances the quality of life
	Preserves rural scenic character

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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For example, providing transportation alternatives in the form of trails, shared use paths, or safe routes 
to school leads to more active living and healthy lifestyles. Likewise, conserving historic and cultural 
resources supports economic prosperity by attracting visitors from inside and outside of the region.

Tourism/Eco-Tourism
Chautauqua County’s proximity to major population centers, as well as its proximity to Lake Erie, make 
it a logical place for development in the fast growing economy sector of Recreation and Eco-Tourism.

Fishing
The Lake Erie tributary fisheries in Chautauqua County have great potential to generate a venue for 
further economic impact through world class steelhead fishing.  The New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation notes Cattaraugus Creek as one of the premier streams in the state.  Other 
steelhead streams in the County include Canadaway Creek, Chautauqua Creek, Silver Creek, Twenty 
Mile Creek, and Walnut Creek.  All of these streams offer high quality Lake Erie tributary steelhead 
fisheries and are actively enjoyed by thousands of anglers annually. Because the fisheries attract a large 
number of visitors to the region they provide a notable contribution to the County’s economy. 

The direct spending impact of visitors to Chautauqua County is $188.75 million per year, 
conservatively.  Additionally, the impact of second homeowners from their annual spending in the 
county, which ties directly to the tourism market, is $41.5 million. 

Chautauqua County contains numerous cultural, natural and recreational resources that are 
important assets for providing the potential for substantial growth in the travel and tourism 
sectors. Some of these assets include; Chautauqua Institution (which attracts 175,000 visitors); 
Peek’n Peak Resort and Spa; Chautauqua Lake; world-class steelhead fishing in the tributaries of 
Lake Erie; Roger Tory Peterson Institute; and the Lake Erie Wine Trail (to name a few).
Source: 2007 data, Tourism Economics report for NYS Division of Tourism, Oxford Economics

The County of Chautauqua Industrial Development Agency (CCIDA) reports that steelhead fishing in 
Chautauqua County injects approximately $700,000 into the local economy annually.  A 2007 survey 
conducted by SUNY Fredonia revealed that Canadaway Creek, which flows through Fredonia, is a 
Mecca for fly fishermen.  The researchers also determined that on average each non-resident angler 
spends $64 per day in Fredonia and other parts of the county. The potential boon for the local 
tourism industry and the economy is vast.

A study conducted in neighboring Erie County, PA, found that visitors to the stream and shoreline 
steelhead fishery spent nearly $9.5 million on trip related expenditures in 2003.  Overall, this activity 
produced $5.71 million in new value-added activity in Erie County and, through direct and indirect 
effects, supported 219 jobs in the economy.
Source: 2007 data, Tourism Economics report for NYS Division of Tourism, Oxford Economics
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Grape/Wine Region
Chautauqua County is the largest grape growing county outside of California, with more than 20,000 
acres of vineyards.  New York State ranks third nationally in wine and juice grape production behind 
California and Washington.  Lake Erie weather patterns moderate the growing season in the spring and 
fall, allowing for ideal growing conditions.  The Lake Erie Region boasts twenty-five wineries, twenty 
of which are located in Chautauqua County.  The large amount of Concord grapes, major processing 
plants, and headquarters of the National Grape Cooperative Association (owners of Welch Foods), 
contribute to New York being the largest grape juice producing State in America.

Wine and tourism in New York are integrally related.  New York’s wineries have capitalized on their 
tourist appeal by organizing into several wine regions and trails, and conducting annual events 
throughout the state.  

The Concord Grape Belt Heritage Association, Inc. is developing the Grape Discovery Center near the 
Village of Westfield.  This center will serve as the primary visitor center for the Concord Grape Belt 
Heritage Area and Winery Tour.

The economic benefits of the wine and grape juice industry are not limited to tourism.  This industry 
also impacts three additional sectors of the economy; agriculture, manufacturing and trade.  
The total combined impact of Chautauqua County’s wine industry in 2005 was estimated to be 
approximately $141 million annually, approximately  $92 million from juice sales and $10.5 million 
from wine sales.  
Source: MFK Research LLC, “Economic Impacts of New York Grapes, Grape Juice and Wine”, 2005

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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Residential Development
Greenways often encourage new residents to settle in a particular area.  Young people and families are 
attracted to places that provide opportunities for easy access to outdoor recreation.  Greenway trails 
provide such accessibility since they connect population centers to parks and other natural amenities.  
Furthermore, to cater to the needs of recreational users, new service businesses such as bike shops, 
canoe & kayak rentals, outdoor equipment stores, restaurants, campsites, and bed and breakfast 
establishments often spring up around recreational greenways.  These new businesses bring new jobs 
and additional tax dollars to the host municipalities.

Proximity to open spaces increase property values, reduces environmental services costs,, reduces 
medical costs, and creates job opportunities.

A study completed in 2010 by the Delaware Regional Planning Commission, for a five county area 
in southwestern Pennsylvania, estimated the values of green space:

• $16.3 billion in added value to the region’s housing stock;
• $240 million in annual property and transfer tax revenue for local the government;
• $133 million in costs avoided as a result of the natural provision of environmental services;
• $577 million in annual benefit for residents who recreate on protected open space;
• $795 million in annually avoided medical costs as a result of recreation that takes place on 

protected open space; and
• 6,900 jobs created as a result of protected open space in the five county region.

Source: Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, “The Economic Value of Protected Open Space in Southeastern Pennsylvania”, 2010

Photo Credit: Mark Geise



INTRODUCTION 15

Appendix	B:		Benefits	of	Greenways	expands on these benefits and provides additional references to 
research and statistics that quantify these benefits.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
The planning process for the Chautauqua County Greenway Plan involved extensive public participation 
to solicit knowledge and expertise from local residents and officials - those who know Chautauqua County 
best.  Equally important, the public process was also used to present and receive feedback on the analysis 
and development of recommendations contained within this study.

During this process, public input was obtained through:

• Study committee meetings;
• A web-based public participation survey;
• Public meetings; and
• Key person interviews.

Photo Credit:  Michael Kotyk
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PURPOSE OF THE GREENWAY PLAN
The Chautauqua County Greenway Plan provides a blueprint for making decisions regarding greenway 
and trail development that will enhance the quality of life for residents of the County.  

This Plan develops a network of connections between the County’s diverse natural areas, its various 
cultural and historic resources, recreation opportunities, and local population centers.  These 
connections will help to preserve the County’s natural systems and its unique character and quality of 
life, while providing valuable recreational opportunities for local residents.

The Greenway Plan as a Decision-Making Tool
The greenway plan serves as a flexible tool for making decisions regarding land and water-based 
recreation and transportation improvements as well as the conservation of natural, cultural, historic 
and scenic resources.  By encompassing a variety of issues pertinent to these resources, the plan will 
lay the foundation for the continued success of open space conservation and an improved quality of 
life in Chautauqua County.  Specific policy details and greenway locations may be adjusted as needed 
throughout the planning process and during implementation.

Sound greenway planning includes an inventory and analysis of natural features, cultural and historic 
assets, and of open spaces such as parks or natural reserves; along with collaboration with local 
government agencies, private groups, and interested citizens to form polices for development and/
or conservation.  This multi-layered approach, involving Chautauqua County and its decision makers, 
yields short-term, mid-term, and long-term strategies for natural resource conservation and greenway 
development in harmony with future economic development initiatives.

The ultimate goal of this initiative is to establish Chautauqua County as a place to live, visit and do 
business based on our natural assets and shared vision.  This plan provides a road map of how we get 
there.

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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Photo Credit: Michael Kotyk

“There is a way that nature speaks, that land 
speaks.  Most of the time we are simply not 
patient enough, quiet enough, to pay attention 
to the story.”

- Linda Hogan
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Photo Credit: Mark Geise

“Study nature, love nature, stay close to nature.  
It will never fail you.”

- Frank Lloyd Wright
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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY’S RESOURCES

Data Collection
The majority of the background information collected to support the Chautauqua County Greenways 
planning effort was gathered through project specific, independent research.   With assistance from 
the Chautauqua County Department of Planning and Economic Development, Pashek Associates 
obtained and reviewed existing planning efforts, studies, and reports.  These include local, county, 
regional, and state level planning documents.  Additional information was gathered through the public 
participation process, described in this report, as well as through field observation.  
 
EXISTING PLANNING EFFORTS
The following documents and planning efforts were reviewed at the beginning of the process and 
consulted throughout the Chautauqua County Greenway Trails planning process:

Locally Focused Planning Efforts:

• Midway State Park Final Master Plan - 2009
• Town of Westfield and Town of Ripley Waterfront Opportunity Plan – August 2008
• Jamestown Urban Design Plan - 2006
• 2004 Parks Strategic Plan – City of Jamestown
• Westfield Connections Plan – 2003
• Lake Erie Heritage Center Project – City of Dunkirk – 2005
• Canadaway Creekside Village Feasibility Study – Village of Fredonia – 2000
• Central Business District Development Strategy – City of Dunkirk  – 1996
• City of Dunkirk – Waterfront Development Strategy – 1992
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County Focused Planning Efforts:

• Chautauqua 20/20 Comprehensive Plan – 2011
• Chautauqua County Equestrian Trails Plan - 2011
• Chautauqua Lake  Local Waterfront Revitalization 

Plan - 2011
• Chautauqua County Branding, Development & 

Marketing Action Plan – 2011
• Chautauqua Lake Watershed Management Plan –2010
• Chautauqua County Design Principles Guidebook - 

May 2009
• Chautauqua County New York – An Economic 

Resource Guide - 2009
• Healthy Infrastructure Plan, Chautauqua County, New 

York –2007
• Figure 8 the Lake – A Driving Tour of Chautauqua 

County - 2004
• Natural History Atlas for the Chautauqua-Allegheny 

Region – 2001
• Chautauqua County Bikeway Routes - 1976
• A Proposed County Park System for Chautauqua County New York – 1968
• Chautauqua County Hazards Management Plan 
• NYS DEC Management Plan for Chautauqua County Parks

Regionally Focused Planning Efforts:

• Erie to Pittsburgh Trail – on-going
• Allegheny River Headwaters Watershed 

Conservation Plan - 2011
• Lake Erie Concord Grape Belt Heritage Area 

Management Plan –2010
• Northwest Pennsylvania Greenways Plan, 

including Erie and Warren Counties – 2010
• Southern Tier West Regional Transportation 

Strategy – June 2009
• Lake Erie Lakewide Management Plan - 

2008
• Great Lakes Seaway Trail Corridor 

Management Plan – 2005 
• Upper Allegheny River Management Plan 
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 State Focused Planning Efforts:

• New York State Statewide Trails Plan – 2010
• Allegany State Park Final Master Plan/Final 

Environmental Impact Statement – July 2010
• New York State Strategic Plan for Forest 

Management – September 2010
• Trails Technical Document 1 – Standards and 

Guidelines for Trails in NYS Parks – 2010 
• New York State Open Space Conservation Plan – 

2009
• Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation 

Plan, New York State Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation - People • Resources • 
Recreation - 2009-2013

• Getting Started… A Guide to Planning Trails in 
New York State – 2004

• New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation - Chautauqua Unit Management 
Plan - 2001

• New York State Department of Environmental Conservation - Boutwell Hill Unit Management 
Plan - 1998

• Inventory of Abandoned Railroad Rights of Way (Region 5) – 1974 

Thoughtful greenway planning will allow Chautauqua County to address issues and follow 
recommendations set forth in existing planning efforts, such as those mentioned above, to ensure 
consistency.  The Greenway Plan will also provide an opportunity for the County to have a direct role in 
conserving natural systems functions and providing recreational opportunities; possibly attracting new 
residents and businesses which will in turn stimulate economic activity.

Information Contained in these studies pertinent to this planning effort are summarized in Appendix	A:		
Summary	of	Planning	Efforts.
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Green Infrastructure Inventory
An inventory and assessment of the green infrastructure network in Chautauqua County was essential 
to developing the greenway plan.  Green infrastructure refers to a strategically planned and managed, 
interconnected network of natural lands and open spaces that have ecosystem values and provide 
essential functions to the human population.  

The foundation of the green infrastructure network are the building block components, which are 
briefly described below.  These elements are analyzed to define the locations of Chautauqua County’s 
proposed Natural System Greenway corridors.  

The building blocks were inventoried, assessed and mapped in three categories:

(1) Natural Infrastructure
(2) Ecological Infrastructure 
(3) Hydrologic Resources

NATURAL INFRASTRUCTURE
The natural infrastructure building blocks were inventoried and analyzed, and are documented on the 
Natural Infrastructure Inventory Map (refer to Figure 2).

Steep Slopes
Soils in areas with steep slopes are generally unstable, which can result in landslides, an obvious 
safety concern for communities. When disturbed, these unstable soils can also create erosion and 
sedimentation problems which can lead to degradation of water quality downstream. Steep slope 
features are essential to the natural system; they contribute to open space networks, connect forested 
areas to water resources (protecting water quality), provide habitat for wildlife and vegetation, and 
provide travel corridors for animal and avian species.

The United States Geologic Survey (USGS) provides maps detailing the topography of the entire United 
States.  From this mapping, a Digital Elevation Model (DEM) was created, which was utilized to do a 
surface analysis of Chautauqua County.  From this analysis, the locations of two categories of steep 
slopes were identified.  

	Steep Slopes greater than 25 Percent
Slopes greater than twenty-five percent are typically considered to be environmentally and 
structurally sensitive and should be conserved to protect the health, safety, and welfare of 
people and property. 

	Steep Slopes between 15 and 25 Percent
Development of slopes between 15 and 25 percent should be limited.  When development 
must occur on these slopes, special care should be taken to ensure the health, safety, and 
welfare of people and property.
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The majority of the steep slope areas can be found in the eastern section of the county, especially in 
the northeast.  Notable steep slope areas are located along the escarpment parallel to Lake Erie, the 
gorges of Twenty-mile Creek and Chautauqua Creek, Canadaway Creek WMA and Boutwell Hill State 
Forest, as well as east of Conewango Creek in the southeast corner of the county. 

Wetlands
Wetlands were delineated and mapped using data from the National Wetland Inventory (NWI) and the 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC).

Wetlands are a necessary resource for the well-being of environment and ecology, and have many 
green infrastructure functions.  Wetland soils absorb water from precipitation, and their plants slow 
the flow of water thereby enabling wetland areas to retain and release water slowly into streams.  
These benefits provide stormwater management and flood control functions that are not easily 
replaced.  Wetlands also filter out sediment, chemicals, and fertilizers, cleansing the water before 
recharging groundwater and stream resources.  This is a recognized concern voiced in the Chautauqua 
Lake Watershed Management Plan recently completed by the County and its partners.

Wetlands are also home to many plants and animals, and are a source of food and habitat for nesting 
bird populations of North America. More than 46% of U.S. endangered and threatened species need 
wetlands to survive.

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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Wetlands	Check	Zone
The NYS DEC freshwater wetland maps show the approximate location of identified wetland 
boundaries. Due to the lack of precision in the statewide mapping, the DEC also delineates wetland 
check zones. Checkzones area areas around the mapped wetland in which the actual extent of the 
wetland may occur.  If a developer is proposing a project that may encroach on a checkzone, it is 
requested that they consult with the regional DEC office to determine the actual wetland boundary.  
If deemed necessary, a field biologist is sent out to perform a wetland delineation to help avoid 
impacts on the wetland or the DEC regulated 100-foot buffer zone.

According to DEC records, approximately 6% of Chautauqua County is covered in wetlands.  At the 
time of the last filing, there were 279 NYS Regulatory Freshwater Wetlands in the county, making 
up just over 3% of the state’s total wetlands.  

The State Legislature passed The Freshwater Wetlands Act in 1975 with the intent to preserve, 
protect and conserve freshwater wetlands and their benefits, consistent with the general welfare 
and beneficial economic, social and agricultural development of the state.  To be protected under 
the Freshwater Wetlands Act, a wetland must be 12.4 acres (5 hectares) or larger.  Some smaller 
wetlands may also be protected if they are considered to be of unusual local importance.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) also protects wetlands, irrespective of size, under Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act.  Although the ACOE’s definition of a wetland is slightly different than 
the state definition, the Clean Water Act basically protects the same interests -- areas of water or 
wet soils that support wetland plants and animals.

Notable wetland areas can be found throughout Chautauqua County, and are especially prevalent 
around Cassadaga and Conewango Creeks, and the headwaters of French Creek.

Hydric Soils
Hydric soils are critical soil types when considering greenway development.  Hydric, or wet soils, are 
typically located in low lying areas and provide natural stormwater management functions in periods 
of wet weather.  They also serve as a natural filtration system to remove pollutants from stormwater 
runoff between water reaches of tributaries, streams, and/or aquifers.  Hydric soils are also typically 
wet enough during the growing season to support the growth of wetland vegetation.  It is generally 
recommended that development in or around hydric soils be done sensitively, so as to conserve the 
benefits these critical soils provide.

One Hundred Year Floodplain
Chautauqua County has many miles of floodplains bordering its lakes and streams.  The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) delineates floodplains for the nation through its floodplain 
management program, and New York State law contains mandates to protect the public health 
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and safety in these areas.  The Regulations and Enforcement section (Chapter V - Parts 500-505), 
contains regulations designed to encourage sound land use practices when planning and developing 
within floodplain areas.  Conserving and restoring the efficiency and carrying capacity of streams in 
Chautauqua County is a vital component to maintaining sound green infrastructure.

Major floodplain areas in Chautauqua County exist along the Cassadaga and Conewango Creeks, in the  
headwaters of French Creek, around Watts WMA, at the mouth of Chautauqua Lake, and in Ashville.  
Numerous smaller floodplains line the banks of meandering stream valleys throughout the county.

Interior Forest Blocks
Contiguous forest blocks offer enhanced habitat value compared to forested areas that may be 
fragmented by roads or other land uses.  Interior Forest areas are important because they provide 
habitat for plant and animal species that require the type of habitat that is isolated from other, non-
forested areas.  Interior Forests are defined as forested land cover that are located at least 300 feet 
(approximately 100 meters) from non-forested land cover or primary, secondary, and local roads.  
Roads that are not wide enough to break the canopy of the forest are included in these areas.

Forest blocks should be maintained as much as possible to preserve habitat, protect water quality, and 
sustain migration flyways.  Preservation of these areas must be considered relative to the economic 
interests of the forest products industry in Chautauqua County.

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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NATURAL INFRASTRUCTURE INVENTORY MAP
Interpretation of the Natural Infrastructure Map reveals that steep slope areas are found primarily 
in the eastern half of the county with the exception of the escarpment area parallel to the Lake Erie 
shoreline.  Significant floodplain and wetland areas are concentrated around Cassadaga Creek and 
Conewango Creek, especially around the confluence of the two.  Additionally, the map reveals that a 
majority of the notable natural infrastructure resources are found south of the escarpment.

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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ECOLOGICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
The following ecological infrastructure resources were inventoried 
and analyzed.  These ecological building blocks are documented 
on the Ecological Infrastructure Inventory Map (refer to Figure 3).

Important Bird Areas
Important Bird Areas (IBA) have been designated by the Audubon 
Society in 136 locations across the state of New York.  According 
to the New York Chapter of the Audubon Society (Audubon New 
York) a site must meet at least one of the following criteria to be 
identified as an IBA:

Criterion NY-1: Sites for Species at Risk
Under this criterion, sites are designated that support a significant 
breeding, wintering, or migrating population of a species that is 
listed in New York State as endangered, threatened, or of special 
concern; a federally listed species; or a species on the Audubon 
Watch List. Site-specific thresholds have been developed for each 
species at risk.

Criterion NY-2: Sites for Responsibility Species Assemblages 
This criterion identifies sites with the most important habitats 
for assemblages of bird species whose long-term conservation is 
the responsibility of New York State. Sites meeting this criterion 
usually consist of large, intact areas that support all or most of the 
primary species in any one habitat-species assemblage; however, 
smaller sites containing exceptional remnants of a habitat type are 
also considered.

Criterion NY-3: Sites for Congregations of Birds
This criterion addresses sites where birds congregate in significant 
numbers, such as dense populations of breeding birds (e.g., 
herons), large numbers of waterfowl or shorebirds in any given 
season, and migratory “bottlenecks” where geographical features 
such as ridges or shorelines concentrate large numbers of 
migratory birds.

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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There are four IBA’s that are at least partially located within Chautauqua County:

1. Ripley Hawk Watch 
2. Chautauqua Lake
3. Wheeler’s Gulf
4. Dunkirk Harbor/Point Gratiot

New York Natural Heritage Program
The New York Natural Heritage Program’s Biodiversity Database was used to map element 
occurrences.  Element occurrences are specific locations of rare plants, rare animals, rare or significant 
ecological communities, and concentration areas of groups of animal species. 

The specific element occurrences are shown on the map as either:

1. Significant Natural Communities - Occurrences of significant natural communities.

2. Core Species Areas - Occurrences of rare animals and rare plants last documented in 1980.

3. Natural Communities Vicinity - This data layer shows areas within 1/2 mile of the significant 
natural communities shown in the Core Species Area. If natural resources or potential project 
impacts are being assessed at a location within this vicinity layer, the nearby significant natural 
communities should be considered in the assessment. 

In addition, because some of the natural communities themselves are very small (such as vernal 
pools), vicinity layers alert the users to the presence of a nearby significant natural community 
that might otherwise be overlooked.

4. Rare Plants & Animals Buffer - This is a  buffer placed around rare plant and animal occurrences 
at varying distances.

ECOLOGICAL INFRASTRUCTURE INVENTORY MAP
The Ecological Infrastructure Map reveals that the Significant Natural Communities are concentrated 
around French Creek, Twentymile Creek, and Chautauqua Creek.   These creeks, with the addition of 
Conewango, Cassadaga and Cattaragus Creeks, also provide the highest occurrence of rare plant and 
animal communities.  Also of note is the presence of Important Bird Areas around Chautauqua Lake, 
Chautauqua Creek, and Twentymile Creek.
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Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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HYDROLOGIC INFRASTRUCTURE
The following hydrologic infrastructure resources were inventoried and analyzed.  These building 
blocks are document on the Hydrologic Infrastructure Inventory Map (refer to Figure 6).

Lakes & Reservoirs
The most prominent hydrologic resources in the county are Lake Erie and Chautauqua Lake.  These two 
water bodies provide the County with more than 90 miles of shoreline, which must be protected.

Additional smaller lakes in the county include:  Cassadaga Lake, Bear Lake, and Findley Lake. There are 
also 6 reservoirs including: Silver Creek Reservoir, Kent Reservoir, Minton Reservoir, Burr Reservoir, 
Brocton Reservoir, and Fredonia Reservoir.

Trout Spawning/Steelhead Streams
NYS DEC Region 9 (includes Erie Cattaraugus, Chautauqua and Allegany Counties) offers steelhead 
anglers an abundance of opportunities, including Cattaraugus Creek, one of the premier streams in the 
state, as well as other smaller streams and tributaries. These streams offer high quality lake-run steelhead 
fishing from November through April, a result of smolt stockings by DEC. Some natural reproduction 
of steelhead adds to the fishery, particularly in the Cattaraugus Creek system. Studies are ongoing 
to evaluate the contribution of these wild fish to the angler catch, and projects are being planned 
and implemented to increase the contribution of wild steelhead.  The small tributaries streams to the 
aforementioned major streams also experience runs of steelhead. These streams provide good fishing, 
however, they are typically accessed from private lands requiring landowner permission. 

There are nine streams classified as Trout Spawning/Steelhead Streams in Chautauqua County:

• Canadaway Creek
• Cattaraugus Creek
• Chautauqua Creek
• Silver Creek
• Sixteenmile Creek

• South Branch Cattaraugus Creek
• Twelvemile Creek
• Twentymile Creek
• Walnut Creek

DEC Protected Streams
New York State DEC created the Protection of Waters Regulatory Program to prevent undesirable 
activities on water bodies by establishing and enforcing regulations that:

1. Are compatible with the preservation, protection and enhancement of the present and 
potential values of the water resources;

2. Protect the public health and welfare; and
3. Are consistent with the reasonable economic and social development of the state.
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All waters of the state are provided a class and standard designation based on existing or expected 
best usage of each water or waterway segment.  These are defined as follows:

•	 The classification AA or A is assigned to waters used as a source of drinking water.
•	 Classification B indicates a best usage for swimming and other contact recreation, but not for 

drinking water.
•	 Classification C is for waters supporting fisheries and suitable for non-contact activities.
•	 The lowest classification and standard is D.  Due to such natural conditions as intermittency of 

flow, water conditions not conducive to propagation of game fishery, or stream bed conditions, 
the waters will not support fish propagation

For greenway planning purposes the locations of classes AA, A, and C were selected as hydrogic 
building blocks.  

Watersheds
Chautauqua County is divided into two major watersheds; the Allegheny River Watershed and the 
Niagara River/Lake Erie Watershed. This is further subdivided into 18 sub-watersheds. 

New York State Watersheds
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Figure 4:  Allegheny River Watershed Assessment Map
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Allegheny	River	Watershed
The Allegheny River originates in north central Pennsylvania and flows west across southwestern 
New York State.  The Allegheny River Watershed is part of the headwaters of the larger Ohio River 
Basin (204,000 square miles).  Some of the larger tributaries of this watershed join the Allegheny River 
outside of New York State and eventually empties into the Gulf of Mexico.

In the Allegheny Watershed, about 53% of river/stream miles, and 55% of lake, pond and reservoir acres 
have been assessed.

Figure 5:  Allegheny River Watershed Assessment Chart

Good	water	quality:  Fully supports designated 

activities and uses

Satisfactory:  Fully supports designated 

activities, but with minor 

impacts

Poor	(Impaired):  Does not support designated 

activities and uses

Unassessed:  Insufficient data available

Water quality in much of the Allegheny River Watershed (outside of Chautauqua Lake) can be 
characterized as satisfactory or good. Virtually all of the poor water quality in the basin is a result of 
nutrient loads and invasive species in Chautauqua Lake, which represents half the lake acres in the 
watershed.  Agricultural and other nonpoint sources contribute nutrients and sediments to the waters, 
resulting in undesirable consequences. Urban and industrial sources have also been identified in the 
Jamestown-Falconer area.

Major water quality concerns in the watershed are:

•	 Agricultural and Other Nonpoint Sources of nutrients and various other pollutants;
•	 Invasive and non-invasive Aquatic Species plant growth which discourages recreational uses;
•	 Urban Stormwater and Industrial Runoff in urban areas; and
•	 Protection of Municipal Water Supply in the Olean Creek watershed.
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Sub-watersheds
Chautauqua County is traversed by many miles of streams in the eighteen sub-watersheds.  These 
streams drain into either Lake Erie or the Allegheny River.  The sub-watersheds of Chautauqua County 
include:

• Lower Cattaraugus Creek
• Silver Creek
• Lake Erie Direct Drainage - Little 

Canadaway Creek
• Upper Conewango Creek
• Lake Erie Direct Drainage - Chautauqua 

Creek
• Cassadaga Creek
• Chautauqua Creek
• Lake Erie Direct Drainage - State Line to 

Chautauqua Creek

• Chautauqua Lake - Chadakoin River
• Twentymile Creek
• Sixteenmile Creek
• Lower Conewango Creek
• Findley Lake
• French Creek
• Quaker Run to State Line
• Little Brokenstraw Creek
• Brokenstraw Creek
• Lower Stillwater Creek

Primary & Principal Aquifers
Primary Aquifers are highly productive aquifers presently utilized as sources of water for major 
municipal water supply systems throughout New York State.  Principal Aquifers are aquifers known 
to be highly productive or whose geology suggests abundant potential water supply but are not 
intensively used as sources of water supply by major municipal systems at the present time.

HYDROLOGIC RESOURCES INVENTORY MAP
The Hydrologic Resources Inventory map reveals the presence of several important steelhead fisheries 
along the tributaries to Lake Erie.  This map also shows the presence of a large aquifer in the area of 
Cassadaga and Conewango Creeks.  Other notable features include a great deal of DEC protected 
streams scattered throughout the county.
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Recreation Infrastructure Inventory
Various recreation facilities are depicted on the Recreation & Transportation Infrastructure Inventory 
Map (refer to Figure 8).  Though the recreation facilities in Chautauqua County are too numerous to 
describe in detail here, this section summarizes the regionally significant recreational assets that are 
relevant to the Greenways Plan.  Detailed descriptions of these facilities are located in Appendix	C:		
Recreation	Infrastructure	Inventory.

EXISTING SHARED-USE TRAILS
Shared-Use Trails are defined as pedestrian routes developed primarily for outdoor recreational 
purposes.  These trails were designed for pedestrians and other users to experience the outdoors and 
may be used by a variety of users; they were not designed for transportation purposes.

Chautauqua Rails to Trails
The mission of the Chautauqua Rails to Trails is to “acquire, develop and maintain multi-purpose 
recreational trails on or near abandoned railroad corridors for public use”.  The 28.56 mile Chautauqua 
Rail Trail consists of the following segments:

•	 Sherman Recreational Trail
•	 Ralph C. Sheldon Jr. Trail
•	 Nancy B. Diggs Trail
•	 Nadine and Paul Webb Trail
•	 Mayville Trail
•	 Laurie A. Baer Trail
•	 Alison Wells Ney Trail
•	 Brocton Area Recreational Trail
•	 Portage Trail

Great Lakes Seaway Trail
The Great Lakes Seaway Trail National Scenic Byway stretches approximately 454 miles from its 
northernmost reach at the international bridge in Massena, NY to its Pennsylvania link on Lake Erie, and 
continues another 64 miles to the Ohio line.  The National Scenic Byway driving route connects historic 
villages and vibrant cities with scenic landscapes and diverse destinations along the St. Lawrence River, 
Lake Ontario, Niagara River and Lake Erie.

The Seaway Trail passes through Chautauqua County along the Lake Erie Shore on Route 5 for 
approximately 41 miles. 

•	 Great Lakes Seaway Trail GeoTrail 
Approximately 75 geocaches are located along the Seaway Trail National Scenic Byway.  By 
finding 10 caches in any one region and enthusiasts earn a collectable Great Lakes Seaway Trail 
GeoTrail Coin.  There are five regions with five different coins to collect. 

Photo Credit: Mike Kotyk
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EXISTING HIKING TRAILS

Fred J. Cusimano Westside Overland Trail
The Fred J. Cusimano Westside Overland Trail is a 24 mile long nature trail spanning 4 towns and 6 
state forests.  Located near Mayville and Sherman, this scenic trail is well used and is one of the most 
challenging hikes and/or mountain biking trails in western NY.

Earl Cardot Eastside Overland Trail
The Earl Cardot Eastside Overland Trail is a 19 mile long nature trail spanning 4 towns, numerous 
reforestation areas, and the Canadaway Creek Wildlife Management Area.  It is located between the 
towns of Arkwright and Gerry, and is a popular destination to hike, mountain bike and observe scenic 
views and wildlife.  This area supports an abundance of waterfalls, creeks, ponds, woodlands and well 
marked trails. 

Abe Mattison Millrace Park Trail
There are several hiking trails at Abe Mattison Millrace Park that run parallel to the Chadakoin River and 
loop through forested areas back to the parking area. 

Hiking Trails can also be found in the following places throughout the County:

• Point Gratiot Park
• Lake Erie State Park
• Luensman Overview Park
• SUNY College Lodge
• French Creek Preserve
• Panama Rocks

• Midway State Park
• Chautauqua Gorge State Forest
• Long Point State Park
• Roger Tory Peterson Institute
• Audubon Nature Center
• Erlandson Overview Park

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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EXISTING WATER TRAILS

Marden E. Cobb Waterway Trail
The Marden E. Cobb Waterway Trail is 55 miles long and 
consists of three sections:

1. The Cassadaga Creek Paddle Trail is 28 miles long 
with launch point in South Stockton.  It meanders  
south through the Cassadaga Creek Preserve of 
wetlands and forest and ends south of Falconer.  
There are three more launch sites, Red Bird, 
Ross Mills and Levant, and a lean-to campsite 
at Kimball Stand.  After passing Interstate 86, 
north of Falconer, it connects to the Chadakoin 
River and eventually meets at the Conewango 
Confluence.

Existing issues with canoeablility of this water trail 
should be examined as additional maintenance 
is needed to make this an accessible recreation 
amenity, or maintenance on parts of this trail 
should cease and the trail should be allowed to 
return to its natural state.

2. The Conewango Creek Paddle Trail is 25 miles 
long, starting north of Kennedy, and it has four 
launch sites in Clarks Corners, Frewsburg and 
Kiantone.  The conewango Creek Paddel Trail 
flows south to the Allegheny River at Warren County, PA, there is a dock and lean-tos at an 
island south of Frewsburg and the trail ends about a half mile south of this point.  The last 
launch site and parking area is west of Fentonville near the Pennsylvania border.

3. The Chadakoin River Paddle Trail is 2 miles long and begins at Falconer Millrace Park heading 
eastward.  It is noted as being a scenic waterway for observing wildlife and for fishing, and it is 
ideal for canoeing or kayaking.  .

“The Dredge” Recreational Waterway
This water trail is located on the boarder of Chautauqua and Cattaragus Counties.  It provides over 15 
miles of flat water for kayaking and canoeing, running south from South Dayton on Conewango Creek 
to Goodwin Landing. 

Figure 7:  Marden E. Cobb Waterway
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ABANDONED OR FORMER RAIL CORRIDORS
Greenways often take advantage of elements of the human-made, or “built” environment.  A common 
example is abandoned rail lines being reborn as recreational trails.  The following are brief descriptions 
of abandoned rail lines in Chautauqua County.

• Warren & Jamestown Railroad 
The Warren and Jamestown Railroad operated a five mile track between Foote Avenue in 
Jamestown and Warren, Pennsylvania.  It was abandoned in 1929 and none of the rights of way 
exist today.  The Chautauqua County Tax Office states that the rights of way were obtained by 
easement and a reversionary clause returned them to the fee owners after the abandonment.

• Erie Railroad 
The Erie-Lackawanna Railway Company in Cleveland, Ohio indicates they own no abandoned 
railroad rights-of-way in Chautauqua County.  This eight mile section of railroad that extended 
from the village of Lakewood to the junction with the Penn Central Railroad in Falconer 
discontinued service, yet the tracks continue to service the industrial activities of Jamestown 
and Falconer.

• Buffalo & Lake Erie Traction Company 
The Buffalo and Lake Erie Traction Company operated a sixty mile inter-urban electric line 
between Buffalo, New York and Erie, Pennsylvania.  Service along this segment, from Buffalo 
to Angola, was discontinued in December of 1932, while service from Angola to Erie was 
discontinued in January of 1933.  None of the rights-of-way continue to exist.

• Penn Central – Brocton to Blasdell 
The Penn Central Railroad operated a 43 mile track from Brocton to Blasdell (south of Buffalo) 
until July of 1970.  Norfolk & Western Railroad currently serves the former customers of this 
line with a track parallel to the Penn Central Track.  These customers are located on the south 
side of the Penn Central track, requiring the Norfolk & Western Railroad to use short segments 
of the Penn Central track.  Penn Central’s tracks, ties, switches, signals, and road bed are all 
in operating condition, the Penn Central Buffalo Office is negotiating sale of the track to the 
Norfolk & Western Railroad.  Penn Central’s estimated value for this right-of-way is $17 million.

• Penn Central – Fredonia to Falconer 
The Penn Central Railroad which operated a sixty foot wide, 28 mile corridor from Fredonia 
to Falconer, was originally developed as a passenger rail service between the north and south 
portions of the County.  Passenger service was dropped in 1937, and the rail line was abandoned 
from Fredonia to Falconer in 1972.  The line is currently managed as a utility right-of-way.

• Chautauqua Traction Company 
 This corridor ran between Shermans Bay, Ashville, and Mayville.  The right-of-way was almost 
entirely acquired for use as a highway or was purchased by individual private owners.
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EXISTING PARKS & RECREATION AREAS
Descriptions of the existing parks and recreation opportunities in Chautauqua County can be found in 
Appendix	C:		Recreation	Infrastructure	Inventory.  These include:

Regional Parks
• Tom Erlandson Overview Park 
• John Luensman Overview Park
• Abe Mattison Millrace Park
• Point Gratiot Park

• Wright Park
• Chautauqua County Fireman’s Grounds 

Park
• Lawson Town Park

Lake Erie Beaches & Parks 

• Wright Park, Dunkirk 
• Memorial Park, Dunkirk
• Main Street Walkway Park, Dunkirk
• Ottaway Park, Westfield
• Dan Reed Pier Park, Westfield/Barcelona 

Harbor
• City Pier Park, Dunkirk
• Point Gratiot Park, Dunkirk
• Sunset Bay, Silver Creek/Irving

Chautauqua & Cassadaga Lake Beaches & Parks
• McCrea Point Park, Jamestown
• Richard O Hartley Memorial Park, 

Lakewood
• Mayville Lakeside Park, Mayville

• Lucille Ball Memorial Park, Celoron
• Lakewood Community Park & Launch, 

Lakewood
• Cassadaga Beach & Park, Cassadaga

State Parks
• Lake Erie State Park
• Long Point State Park
• Midway State Park

State Forests
• Boutwell Hill State Forest
• Brokenstraw State Forest
• Chautauqua Gorge State Forest
• Harris Hill State Forest
• Hatch Creek State Forest
• Hill Higher State Forest
• Mount Pleasant State Forest

• North Harmony State Forest
• Panama State Forest
• Stockton State Forest
• Wellman State Forest
• Whalen Memorial State Forest

Wildlife Management Areas (WMA)

• Alder Bottom WMA 
• Canadaway Creek WMA
• Clay Pond WMA

• Hartson Swamp WMA
• Jacquins Pond WMA
• Kabob WMA
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Campgrounds
• Hidden Valley Campground
• Sheridan Bay Campground
• Lake Erie State Park Campground
• Chautauqua County Fireman’s Grounds 

Park Campground
• Chautauqua Heights Campground

• Chautauqua Family Campground
• Camp Prendergast
• Camp Chautauqua
• Wildwood Acres Campground
• Westfield/Lake Erie KOA Campground

Equestrian	
• Boutwell Hill State Forest
• Chautauqua Rails to Trails

Private Recreation Areas
• Panama Rocks
• Arkwright Falls 

WINTER RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES

Chautauqua County Snowmobile Trail System
The Chautauqua County is an optimal location for a snowmobile trail system as the average annual 
snowfall exceeds 250 inches.  Chautauqua County has over 400+ miles of state funded trails and 
another 200+ miles of non-funded trails, all accessible from western Pennsylvania, eastern Ohio and 
many other areas in NY.

The five snowmobile clubs in Chautauqua County which maintain the trails are:

• Chautauqua Lake Snowmobile Club 
• Cherry Creek Sno-Goers
• Ellery Sno-Cruisers 
• Lake Effect Trail Breakers 
• Sunset Drifters 

Thousands of hours are volunteered each year to get these trails ready for and maintain the trails for 
the riding season.  Most trails are groomed by large groomers and are a comfortable width for rider  
safety. There are literally dozens of supporting businesses located along this trail system offering food, 
gas, and lodging to maximize the riding experience. All trails are very well signed, indicating junctions, 
hazards and destinations, and the trails and local businesses are located on a county-wide snowmobile 
map.  The varied trail types include  abandoned railroad beds, open fields, seasonal roads, state forest 
lands, and heavily wooded areas with numerous hills and valleys. 
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With trails distributed throughout the County riders should never feel crowded or in danger.

A snowmobile map, containing the location of trails, parking, and businesses can be obtained by 
visiting:  www.chautauquasnow.com/Trail-Information/Parking-Maps-GPS.aspx.

Skiing Areas
Skiing is a popular recreational past time and sport in Chautauqua County, and there are ample 
opportunities for both downhill and cross country skiing within the County’s borders.

• Downhill Skiing
• Peek’n Peak Resort
• Cockaigne Ski Area (closed at the time of this study)

• Cross Country Skiing & Snowshoeing
The two major downhill ski resorts Peak ‘N Peek and Cockaigne, also offer cross country skiing 
and snowshoeing opportunities.  There are several other opportunities throughout the county 
for residents and visitors to chose from.  They can ski groomed trails, visit the lakes or the 
explore the Chautauqua Gorge to blaze their own trails on snowshoes or skis.

FISHING & BOATING
The numerous Great Lake tributaries and inland lakes of Chautauqua County are fishing hotspots.  The 
Chadwick Bay and Dunkirk Harbor areas were recently named the “Walleye Capital of the Northeast.”  
Salmon and trout anglers flock to the Chautauqua, Cattaraugus and 18-Mile Creek tributaries for the 
spring and fall runs.  Additionally, guides and charter captains can be found on all major water bodies.
Chautauqua County is home to five significant lakes, which include  Bear Lake, Cassadaga Lake, Findley 
Lake, Chautauqua Lake, and Lake Erie.

Further information about these lakes and existing boat launches can be found in Appendix	C:		
Recreation	Infrastructure	Inventory.

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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EXISTING CYCLING ROUTES
Along the shores of Lake Erie, across the eastern continental divide, and to the edges of the Allegheny 
Mountains in Western New York, lie some 2500 miles of back road cycling.  The major routes identified 
include the Seaway Trail (now designated as a National Scenic Byway), Adventure Cycling’s Northern 
Tier Route,  Freedom Trail, and NY Bike Route 17 all pass through Chautauqua County.  

Seaway Trail, National Scenic Byway
The Great Lakes Seaway Trail is a 518-mile series of signed connecting highways winding along Lake 
Erie, the Niagara River, Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River.  In Chautauqua County the Seaway 
Trail follows along State Route 5.

Adventure Cycling Route Network
Adventure Cycling Association is a nonprofit organization formed in 1973 to inspire people to travel by 
bicycle for fitness, fun, travel, and self-discovery.  The organization has developed one of the largest 
route networks in the world at 40,699 miles, known as the Adventure Cycling Route Network.  There 
are two routes that pass through Chautauqua County; the Northern Tier Route and the Underground 
Railroad Bicycle Route.

• The Northern Tier Route is a 4,286 mile path from Anacortes, Washington to Bar Harbor, Maine 
which passes through Chautauqua County along the Lake Erie Shore.  

• The Underground Railroad Bicycle Route is a 2,008 mile route from Mobile, Alabama to Owen 
Sound, Ontario with a 153 mile spur to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  This route passes several 
points of interest and historic sites along its course.  The portion of this route that passes 
through Chautauqua County is found along the Lake Erie shore and encompasses approximately 
40 miles along New York State Route 5. 

New York State Bicycle Routes
The New York State Department of Transportation maintains three signed, long distance, on-road 
bicycle routes for experienced cyclists. Cyclists using these routes should be comfortable sharing the 
roadway with motorized vehicles traveling at higher speeds.

Within Chautauqua County, New York State Bicycle Route 17 begins on the Lake Erie shore in Barcelona.  
The route heads southeast out of Barcelona on Route 394 continues through Westfield to Mayville. 
In Mayville, riders can follow one of two routes around Chautauqua Lake. The western route stays 
on Route 394 passing the Chautauqua Institution and continues into Jamestown.  The eastern route 
follows Route 430 out of Mayville and passes Long Point State Park and Bemus point before rejoining 
Route 394 in Jamestown.  From Jamestown, Bicycle Route 17 continues to follow Route 394 east 
through Falconer, Kennedy, and Waterboro before entering Cattaraugus County.  

This Route encompasses approximately 62 miles within Chautauqua County.
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Bike Shops
Bike shops typically offer more than the sale of bikes many of them also offer group rides and maps of 
local cycling routes and trails.  The bike shops in Chautauqua County Include:

• Lake Country Bike
• Hollyloft Ski & Bike
• Frank’s Bike Shop
• Jamestown Cycle Shop 

The Chautauqua Rails to Trails are also used for cycling (refer to Existing 
Shared Use Trails, Chautauqua Rails-to-Trails, page 39).

Off-Road Cycling Routes 
There are ten off-road cycling trails within the County.  They include:

On-Road Cycling Routes
Currently, seven on-road cycling routes are being promoted throughout Chautauqua County.  These 
routes are:  

• Alison Wells Ney Trail
• Brocton Area Recreational Trail
•	 Lake Erie State Park Trails
•	 Laurie A. Baer Trail
•	 Long Point on Lake Chautauqua State Park 

Trails

•	 Nadine and Paul Webb Trail
•	 Nancy B. Diggs Trail
•	 Ralph C. Sheldon Jr. Trail
•	 Sherman Recreational Trail
•	 Village of Mayville Trail
•	 Harris Hill Mountain Bike Trail

1. Lake Erie/Grape Belt – 88 miles
2. Chautauqua Lake – 45 miles
3. Findley Lake/Panama Rocks – 58 miles
4. Silver Creek/Cherry Creek – 65 miles

5. Chautauqua/Fredonia – 50 miles
6. Jamestown/Frewsburg – 29 miles
7. Chautauqua/Mayville – 25 miles
8. Jamestown/Ellery – 39 miles

Photo Credit: Mike Kotyk
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RECREATION RESOURCES INVENTORY MAP
The Recreation Resources Inventory Map reveals the presence of several trails including the 
Chautauqua Rail Trail, the two Overland hiking and mountain biking trails, the Great Lakes Seaway Trail, 
and numerous snowmobile trails.  Additionally, there are several beaches and parks along the Lake 
Erie and Lake Chautauqua shores as well as numerous of state forests in the east and west sections of 
the county.  Other notable resources include several abandoned rail lines that could possibly present 
opportunities for future trail development.

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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POINTS OF INTEREST INVENTORY
A variety of Points of Interest were inventoried, including community centers, museums, public 
facilities, libraries, and other destinations of potential interest to greenway and trail users.  These 
destinations are depicted on the Points of Interest Inventory Map  (refer to Figure 14).  These sites that 
offer unique cultural, historic, and natural heritage, as well as lodging opportunities, are listed below.  

Descriptions of the points of interest in Chautauqua County can be found in Appendix	D:		Points	of	
Interest	&	Historic	Sites	Inventories, and expanded descriptions of lodging opportunities can be found 
in Appendix	E:		Lodging	Opportunities. 

CULTURAL & HISTORIC RESOURCES
Many historical sites celebrate the county’s rich heritage and help to educate local residents and 
visitors.  Several of these sites are points of interest in the proposed greenway system.

There are five Historic Districts in Chautauqua County.  They include:
1. French Portage Road Historic District
2. East Main Street Historic District
3. Chautauqua Institution Historic District
4. Point Chautauqua Historic District
5. Fredonia Commons Historic District

• Chautauqua Institution
• Lily Dale Assembly 
• Chautauqua - Lake Erie Wine Trail
• Sunset Bay USA
• Lucy-Desi Center
• Roger Tory Peterson Institute of Natural 

History (RTPI)
• Jamestown Audubon Nature Center
• Fenton History Center
• Robert H. Jackson Center
• Findley Lake Nature Center
• Martz Observatory
• Busti Grist Mill and Museum
• Gerry Rodeo
• Yorker Museum
• Evergreen Outfitters
• Fredonia Opera House
• Harmony Historical Society Museum
• Lucille Wright Air Museum
• Amish Country
• Russell Diethrick Park 

• Dunkirk Lighthouse and Museum
• McClurg Museum
• Chautauqua Belle
• The Depot Museum
• Panama Rocks
• Ice Arena
• Chautauqua County Fairgrounds
• The Dredge
• Fredonia State College Lodge
• Jamestown School Forest
• Canadaway Creek Preserve
• Rushing Stream Preserve
• Cassadaga Creek Preserve
• Leolyn Woods, Lily Dale
• Bentley Sanctuary
• Cheney Road Marsh
• Dobbins Woods Preserve
• Pendergast Creek Wetland Preserve
• French Creek Preserve
• Jamestown Community College Preserve
• Chautauqua Lake Outlet Wetland Preserve
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There are also thirty-nine properties on the National Historic Register.  They include:

No Name Location No Name Location

1 Atwater-Stone House 29 Water St. , Westfield 21 McMahan Homestead 232 W. Main Road, Westfield

2 Barcelona Lighthouse & 
Keeper's Cottage 

East Lake Road, Westfield 22 Midway Park  NY 430 , Maple Springs

3 Bliss, L., House 90 W. Main Street, 
Westfield

23 Miller, Lewis, Cottage, 
Chautauqua Institution 

NY 17J , Chautauqua

4 Bly, Smith, House 4 N. Maple Street , 
Ashville

24 Nickplate Railroad, 
Freighthouse & Depot

E. Pearl Street, Westfield

5 Brocton Arch Jct. of Main Street with 
Lake & Highland Aves., 
Brocton

25 Nixon Homestead 119 W. Main Street , Westfield

6 Busti Mill Lawson Road , Busti 26 Partridge--Sheldon House 70 Prospect Street, Jamestown

7 Campbell-Taylor, House 145 S. Portage Street, 
Westfield

27 Pennsylvania Railroad 
Station 

Water Street, Mayville

8 Clymer Center 
Schoolhouse

7929 Clymer Center Road, 
Clymer

28 Point Gratiot Lighthouse Sycamore Road, Dunkirk

9 Dunkirk Lighthouse Dunkirk Harbor , Dunkirk 29 Rorig Bridge  Water Street at Chautauqua 
Creek , Westfield

10 Dunkirk Schooner Site Address Restricted , 
Dunkirk

30 School No. 7  Jct. of E. Lake Shore Drive and 
North Serval Street, Dunkirk

11 Erie Railroad Station 211-217 W. Second Street , 
Jamestown

31 Thompson, Henry Dwight, 
House 

29 Wood Street, Westfield

12 Euclid Avenue School  28 Euclid Avenue , 
Jamestown

32 US Post Office--Dunkirk 
(added 1988 - - #88002488)

410 Central Avenue, Dunkirk

13 Fay-Usborne Mill 48 Pearl St. , Westfield 33 US Post Office--Fredonia 21 Day Street, Fredonia

14 Fenton, Governor Reuben, 
Mansion 

68 S. Main Street , 
Jamestown

34 Ward House  118 W. Main Street, Westfield

15 Hall, Frank A., House  34 Washington Street, 
Westfield

35 Welch Factory Building No. 1  101 N. Portage Street, Westfield

16 Jamestown Armory 34 Porter Avenue, Albany 36 Wellman Building, The W. 3rd St. & Cherry St. , 
Jamestown

17 Lake Shore & Michigan 
Southern Freight Depot

English Street, Westfield 37 Wright, Reuben Gridley, 
Farm Complex 

233 E. Main Street, Westfield

18 Lake Shore & Michigan 
Southern Railroad Station

English Street, Westfield 38 Wright, Rueben, House  309 E. Main Street, Westfield

19 Lord, Dr. John, House Forest Road Ext., Busti 39 York-Skinner House 31 Union Street, Westfield

20 Mack, Gerald, House 79 N. Portage Street, 
Westfield

In addition to the sites found on the National Register, there are many locally significant historic sites 
throughout the county.  While all of these sites are not documented here, they should be considered as 
destinations or points of interest if they happen to fall along or near the proposed greenway network.

Figure 9:  National Register of Historic Places
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POTENTIAL TRAIL TOWNS
A goal of the greenway plan is to attract and invite trail users to the main street districts of our cities, 
towns, and villages where they can spend money on the goods and services they need.  Primary 
services such as food, fuel, and lodging opportunities are identified on the Points of Interest Map - 
(refer to Figure 14).  Municipalities in Chautauqua County include:

Cities

	Jamestown
	Dunkirk

Towns

	Arkwright
	Busti
	Carroll
	Charlotte
	Chautauqua
	Cherry Creek
	Clymer

	Dunkirk
	Ellery
	Ellicott
	Ellington
	French Creek
	Gerry
	Hanover

	Harmony
	Kiantone
	Mina
	North Harmony
	Poland
	Pomfret
	Portland

	Ripley
	Sheridan
	Sherman
	Stockton
	Villenova
	Westfield

Villages

	Bemus Point
	Brocton
	Cassadaga
	Celoron

	Cherry Creek
	Falconer
	Forestville
	Fredonia

	Lakewood
	Mayville
	Panama
	Sherman

	Silver Creek
	Sinclairville
	Westfield

Hamlets

LODGING OPPORTUNITIES
Recreation opportunities are tourist attractions by themselves, or in conjunction with businesses, 
families, and other types of destination oriented opportunities.  Lodging opportunities are one of 
the primary services that out of town trail users’ desire.  The following is an inventory of lodging 
opportunities in Chautauqua County, which are organized into two categories:

1. Bed & Breakfast Establishments
2. Hotels & Other Lodging Establishments

	Ashville
	Findley Lake
	Frewsburg

	Hamlet
	Irving
	Laona

	Lily Dale
	Maple Springs
	Waterboro
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Bed & Breakfast Establishments
Chautauqua County  is home to at least thirty-seven bed and breakfast opportunities.  They include:

• The Ashland - 10 Vincent St. Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, NY - 888/598-5969
• Blair House Bed & Breakfast - 2737 Shadyside Rd, Findley Lake, NY - 716/769-7329
• Blue Heron Inn - 10412 Main St, Findley Lake, NY - 716/769-7852
• Brasted House Bed & Breakfast - 4833 W Lake Ave, Chautauqua, NY - 716/753-5500
• Brookside Manor Bed & Breakfast - 3728 Rte 83, Fredonia, NY - 716/672-7721
• The Cambridge - 9 Roberts Ave, Chautauqua, NY - 716/357-3292
• Candlelight Lodge - 143 E Main St, Westfield, NY - 716/326-2830
• Carey Cottage - 8 Bowman Ave, Chautauqua, NY - 716/357-2245
• Cherry Creek Inn  - 1022 West Road, Cherry Creek, NY – 716/296-5105
• Chestnut Hill on the Lake - 3736 Victoria Rd, Stow, NY - 716/789-5371
• Country House Bed & Breakfast - 4836 Hale Rd, Bemus Point, NY - 716/386-3182
• Englewood Guest House - 19 Roberts Ave, Chautauqua, NY - 716/357-3300
• Farmington Inn - 6642 E Lake Rd, Mayville, NY - 716/753-7989
• Findley Lake Inn - 2739 Shadyside Dr, Findley Lake, NY - 716/769-7764
• Foxe Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast - 1880 Thorton Rd, Cherry Creek, NY - 716/962-3412
• The Gleason - 12 N Lake St, Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, NY - 716/357-2595
• Hemlock Hollow Bed & Breakfast  - 5901 Stow Rd, Ashville, NY - 716/789-9143
• Inn at Pheasant Run - 4483 Mahanna Rd, Bemus Point, NY - 716/386-4174
• Lakeside Lodge Bed & Breakfast - 19 Simpson, Chautauqua, NY - 716/357-3645
• Lily Pad Bed & Breakfast - 4961 Ellery-Centralia Rd, Bemus Point, NY - 716/386-7675
• Maple Inn - 8 Bowman Ave at Wythe, Chautauqua, NY - 716/357-4583
• Maple Springs Lake Side Inn - 4696 Chautauqua Ave, Maple Springs, NY - 716/386-2500
• Miller’s Angel Inn Bed & Breakfast - 137 W Main St, Sherman, NY - 716/761-6795
• Morning Glory Bed & Breakfast - 4766 Maple Springs-Ellery Rd, Bemus Point, NY - 716/386-5938 

Partridge Sheldon Mansion - 70 Prospect St, Jamestown, NY - 716/484-2350
• Pinewoods Cottage Bed & Breakfast - 11634 York Rd, Silver Creek, NY - 716/934-4173
• Plumbush Bed & Breakfast - 4542 Chautauqua-Stedman Rd, Chautauqua, NY - 716/789-5309 

The Rose Cottage - 2 Roberts Ave, Chautauqua, NY - 716/357-5375
• Stuart Manor - 4351 W Lake Rd, Mayville, NY - 716/789-9902
• Sugar Shack Bed & Breakfast - 7218 Rte 5, Westfield, NY - 716/326-3351
• The Summer House Inn - 22 Peck Ave, Canandaugua, NY - 716/357-2101
• The Vera - 25 South Ter, Chautauqua, NY - 716/837-3711
• Westfield House Bed & Breakfast - Route 20, Westfield, NY - 716/326-6262
• The White Inn - 52 E Main St, Fredonia, NY - 716/672-2103
• William Seward Inn - 6645 Portage Rd, Westfield, NY - 716/326-4151
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Hotels & Other Lodging Establishments
• The Fairways at Peek‘n Peak Hotel – 716/355-4141
• Inn at the Peak – 716/355-4141
• Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites – 3025 Route 426, Findley Lake, NY – 716/769-7900
• Morse Hotel – 133 W. Main Street, Sherman, NY – 716/761-6891
• Kelly Hotel – 10759 W. Main Road, Ripley, NY – 716/736-5359
• Pines Motel on Lake Erie – 10684 W. Lake Road, Ripley, NY – 716/736-7463
• Holiday Motel – 223 N. Portage Street, Westfield, NY – 716/326-3741
• Theater Motel – Westfield, NY – 716/326-2161
• Clarion Hotel – 30 Lake Shore Drive, Dunkirk, NY – 716/366-8350
• White Inn – 52 E. Main Street, Fredonia, NY – 716/672-2103
• Days Inn Dunkirk – 10455 Bennett Road, Fredonia, NY – 716/673-1351
• Comfort Inn Dunkirk – 3925 Vineyard Drive, Dunkirk, NY – 716/672-4450
• Best Western Dunkirk - 3912 Vineyard Drive, Dunkirk, NY – 716/366-4400
• Stockton Hotel – 2 S. Main Street, NY – 716-595-3505
• Lily Dale Assembly: Maplewood Hotel – Melrose Park Ext, NY – 716/595-2505 
• Frewsburg Hotel – 84 W. Main Street, Frewsburg, NY – 716/569-3460
• Red Roof Inn – 1980 E. Main Street, Falconer, NY – 716/665-3670
• Budget Inn – 214 E. Main Street, Falconer, NY – 716/665-4410
• Bull Frog Hotel – 1414 E. 2nd Street, Jamestown, NY – 716/665-2769
• Comfort Inn Jamestown – 2800 N. Main Street Ext, Jamestown, NY – 716/664-5920
• Hampton Inn – 4 W. Oak Hill Road, Jamestown, NY – 716/484-7829
• Clarion Hotel & Conference Center – 150 W. 4th Street, Jamestown, NY - 716/-664-3400
• Best Western Plus – 200 W. 3rd Street, Jamestown, NY – 716/484-8400
• Chautauqua County: Hotel Jamestown – 610 W. 3rd Street, Jamestown, NY - 716/664-2029
• America’s Best Value Inn – 620 Fairmont Avenue, Jamestown, NY – 716/488-1904
• Fairmount Motel – 138 W. Fairmount Avenue, Lakewood, NY – 716/763-9550
• Hotel Lenhart – 20 Lakeside Drive, Bemus Point, NY – 716/386-2715
• Pine Hill Cottages & Motel – 3884 Park Way, Ashville, NY – 716/789-3543
• Snow Ridge Motel – 6023 Portage Road, Mayville, NY – 716/753-2712
• Lakeview Hotel – 13 Water Street, Mayville, NY – 716/753-2813
• Webb’s Year Round Resort – 115 W. Lake Road, Mayville, NY – 716/753-2161
• Chautauqua Suites – 215 W. Lake Road, Mayville, NY – 716/269-7829
• Chautauqua Institution has four Hotels
• Chautauqua Institution has eight Denominational Housing options
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POPULATION CENTERS & DESTINATIONS
Chautauqua County has forty-four incorporated municipalities: two cities, fifteen villages, and twenty 
seven towns.  The following table lists the ten largest municipalities in terms of population, based on 
the 2010 population estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau.

Ten largest Municipalities (Population 2010) 
Figure 10

Municipality
Total Population 

(2010)
Jamestown City 31,146

Dunkirk City 12,563
Fredonia Village 8,553

Ellicott Town 5,961
Pomfret Town 5,671

Busti Town 5,055
Westfield Town 4,896

Ellery Town 4,164
Hanover Town 3,807
Carroll Town 3,524

*Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2010 

The bulk of the population in the County resides around the communities of Jamestown and Dunkirk 
with eight of the ten most populated municipalities being located near these population centers.  Only 
Westfield, (the seventh largest), and Hanover (the ninth largest), are situated outside these two cities.

Ten Most-Densely Populated Municipalities - Figure 11

Municipality
Total Population 

(2010)

Population per 
Square Mile 

(2010)
Jamestown City 31,146 3,423 

Dunkirk City 12,563 2,731 
Falconer Village 2,420 2,200 

Silver Creek Village 2,630 2,192 
Fredonia Village 8,553 1,645 
Celoron Village 1,074 1,534 

Lakewood Village 2,995 1,498 
Sherman Village 730 913 

Bemus Point Village 364 910 
*Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2010 
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The most-densely populated areas of the County are also found within or adjacent to the cities of 
Jamestown and Dunkirk.  The other most densely populated areas are around Villages.

Figure 13:  Population Comparisons 1990 - 2010 compares population data from the 1990, 2000, and 2010 
U.S. Census for all of the cities, towns, and villages in Chautauqua County.

Figure 12: Population Density Map

Note:  1 dot represents 10 persons 
per square mile
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Population
1990 2000 2010

Chautauqua County 145814 143387 138755
Jamestown City 34681 31730 31146
Dunkirk City 13989 13131 12563
Fredonia Village 10436 10706 8553
Ellicott Town 5570 5620 5961
Pomfret Town 3788 3518 5671
Busti Town 4486 4792 5055
Westfield Town 5194 5232 4896
Ellery Town 4151 4236 4164
Hanover Town 3715 3972 3807
Carroll Town 3539 3635 3524
Portland Town 3445 3955 3341
Westfield Village 3451 3481 3075
Chautauqua Town 2918 2910 3041
Lakewood Village 3564 3258 2995
Sheridan Town 2582 2838 2673
Silver Creek Village 2927 2896 2630
Falconer Village 2653 2540 2420
Ripley Town 2967 2636 2415
Poland Town 2604 2467 2356
North Harmony Town 2301 2521 2267
Harmony Town 2177 2339 2206
Gerry Town 2147 2054 1905
Clymer Town 1474 1501 1698
Ellington Town 1615 1639 1643
Stockton Town 1747 1655 1614
Brocton Village 1387 1547 1486
Mayville Village 1636 1756 1423
Kiantone Town 1322 1385 1350
Dunkirk Town 1482 1387 1318
Villenova Town 1065 1121 1110
Mina Town 1129 1176 1106
Celoron Village 1232 1295 1074
Arkwright town 1040 1126 1061
Charlotte Town 820 863 940

Figure 13:  

Population Comparisons 1990 - 2010
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Population
1990 2000 2010

Chautauqua County 145814 143387 138755
French Creek Town 916 935 906
Sherman Town 811 791 775
Sherman Village 694 714 730
Forestville Village 738 770 690
Cassadaga Village 768 676 634
Cherry Creek Town 525 513 603
Sinclairville Village 708 665 588
Panama Village 468 491 479
Cherry Creek Village 539 551 461
Bemus Point Village 383 340 364
Cattaraugus Reservation 30 23 38

*Source: U.S. Census Bureau 1990, 2000, 2010

Photo Credit: Mike Kotyk

Figure 13 continued:

Population Comparisons 1990 - 2010
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Photo Credit: Mike Kotyk
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Public Participation
Public participation was a critical component of the Chautauqua County greenway planning process.  
Throughout the process, every effort was put forth to collect data, input, thoughts, and opinions 
on issues related to greenways in Chautauqua County.  Stakeholders, interest groups, and residents 
at large had several opportunities to voice their opinions on greenway issues.  These opportunities 
included:

• Public Meetings
• Greenway Plan Survey
• Greenway Steering Committee Meetings
• Key Person Interviews

Each venue for public participation is herein summarized.

PUBLIC MEETINGS
Two public meetings were held in September 2011 to present the recommendations being proposed for 
greenways in Chautauqua County, one in the north county and one in the south county.  Lead articles 
advertised the meetings in local newspapers, meeting announcements were posted on the County’s 
Planning and Economic Development website (www.planningchautauqua.com), and corresponding 
Facebook page.  Invitations were mailed to municipal officials within the County, and email blasts 
containing the press release were sent to all identified potential partners, interest groups, and other 
stakeholders identified by County staff and the Greenway Steering Committee.  The results of these 
efforts were reflected in the strong attendance at the public meetings (between 50 to 80 attended 
each meeting).  The input obtained from participants was used to guide the analysis, decision making, 
and resulting recommendations and implementation strategies presented in this plan.

CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY GREENWAY PLAN SURVEY 
The purpose of the Chautauqua County Greenway Plan Survey was to gauge the level of interest and 
activity by both resident and visitor groups, on a seasonal basis, for the various trails, greenways and 
open spaces in Chautauqua County. The information gathered through the survey was used to identify 
trails, greenways and open spaces which would benefit from the acquisition and allocation of scarce 
resources within the county.  The survey was also instrumental in gauging the interest in volunteerism of 
county residents.

The survey was conducted during the month of April 2011, from the 1st thru the 30th.  There were a 
total of 702 respondents. This number included 664 who completed the survey online and 38 who 
completed a paper version of the survey. The survey was widely advertised in the media to the public 
at-large. as well as to all the stakeholder groups. 
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Some major themes emerged in the analysis of the 
data, including the type of trails used, type of trails 
needed, volunteer interest and visitor/tourist use.  Of 
the total group of respondents, 9 out of 10 believed 
that greenways positively impact eco tourism and 
property values.  This group also indicated that the 
quality of life for residents of the county would 
be enhanced by the infusion of resources to the 
“tourism infrastructure.”. 

The most frequently used trail types were “Hiking 
Trails”, “Walking/Jogging Trails” and “Cross Country 
Skiing/Snowshoeing Trails” and the most frequently 
cited reason for trail use was recreation followed by exercising.  Consistent with the most frequently 
used trail type theme, the trail types most frequently cited as being needed were “Walking/Jogging 
Trails” followed by “Hiking Trails”. The specific trail features that rated as being needed included 
“Access to Trails” and “Parking and Trail Access”. The most frequently cited reason as to why trails are 
not used more extensively was “Lack of Available Time”. 

When asked where the county should allocate scarce resources, “Trail Maintenance” rated as 
most important by a wide margin. When asked what the county should focus on as a priority, “Trail 
Maintenance” was also indicated as being most important. Knowing that resources are limited, the 
willingness of respondents to volunteer for trail upkeep was solicited with 1 in 5 respondents being 
willing to volunteer, and 2 out of 5 possibly being interested. A majority or respondents indicated 
a willingness to volunteer up to 4 hours per month on the upkeep of trails, and the types of trails 
receiving the most interest in being maintained from volunteers were “Hiking Trails” and “Walking/
Jogging Trails”. 

Of the total group of respondents, 1 in 5 were visitors, of which 
almost 2 out of 5 own property in the county. Their primary 
reason for visiting the county was “Access to outdoor activities” 
with 2 out of 3 visitors who have been coming to Chautuaqua 
County for more than 16 years. Of all visitors, most come for the 
day or for a weekend, with the most frequently visited season 
being the summer.

These major themes were also reflected in the 175 open ended 
responses to Question #26. The open-ended responses and 
all the data tables and question responses are attached as 
Appendix	F:		Chautauqua	County	Greenway	Plan	Survey	Results. 

Photo Credit: Mike Kotyk
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STEERING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Periodically throughout the greenway planning process, Pashek Associates met with representatives 
of the county and members of the Greenways Steering Committee assembled for this study.  These 
members represent 25 organizations/interest groups who have a stake in one or more aspects of 
greenways within the County.  The Greenway Steering Committee members are identified in the 
Acknowledgements section of the plan.

Steering committee members provided input to guide the analysis, served as a sounding board for 
decision-making and the resulting recommendations, and helped formulate the implementation 
strategies presented in this plan.

KEY PERSON INTERVIEWS
Key person interviews were conducted with greenway stakeholders in order to gain a better 
understanding of their organization or their existing relationship with  greenways, future plans, 
needs, wants, and desires for greenway planning and implementation throughout the County.  Those 
interviewed included:

 ; Mark Geise, Deputy Director ................Chautauqua County Planning and Economic Development
 ; Don McCord, Senior Planner ................Chautauqua County Planning and Economic Development
 ; Christine Kinn, Senior Planner  .............Chautauqua County Planning and Economic Development
 ; David Sanctuary, Manager ....................................................Chautauqua County Parks Department
 ; Jim Fincher, Manager .....................................................................Chautauqua County Rails to Trails
 ; Jonathan D. O’Brian, Director ........................................................................... YMCA Camp Onyahsa
 ; Lisa Schmidtfrerick-Miller, Consultant .....................................Chautauqua County Health Network
 ; Janet Forbes, Project Coordinator ...........................................Chautauqua County Health Network 
 ; Ann Morse Abdella, Director ....................................................Chautauqua County Health Network
 ; Bill Rice, Principal Planner ..................................................City of Jamestown Planning Department
 ; Laurie Lane ........................................................................................... Jamestown Audubon Society
 ; Andy Georgakis ....................................................... Northern Allegheny Mountain Bike Association
 ; Jeffrey J Binga, President ................New York State Off-Highway Recreational Vehicle Association
 ; Thom Wright ....................................................................Mountain Bike Enthusiast and Trail Builder
 ; Mike Kingsley .......................................................................................................Evergreen Outfitters
 ; Jim Berry, President .............................................................................Roger Tory Peterson Institute
 ; Tara Salerno ...............................................................................New York Natural Heritage Program
 ; Jillian Liner .............................................................................................................Audubon New York
 ; Robert Morrell ............................. NYS DEC Bureau of Real Property, Division of Lands and Forests
 ; John Jablonski ..........................................................................Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy
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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY  
GREENWAY PLAN

ChapteR 2: WheRe Do We Want to Be?

Photo Credit: Mark Geise

“Those who 
contemplate the 
beauty of the earth 
find reserves of 
strength that will 
endure as long as 
life lasts.”

- Rachel Carson
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Photo Credit: Mark Geise

“Earth and sky, woods and fields, lakes and 
rivers, the mountain and the sea, are excellent 
schoolmasters, and teach some of us more 
than we can ever learn from books.”

- John Lubbock
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A VISION FOR GREENWAYS IN 
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY

Our Mission
(What we do, where we do it, and who we do it for)

Chautauqua County’s rich system of four season 
greenways positively impacts the economies of our 
communities.  The recommendations proposed in the 
Greenway Plan will create a new enthusiasm for active 
living and healthy lifestyles; promote outdoor activities; 
improve our quality of life within Chautauqua County; 
act as a catalyst for economic development related to 
outdoor living; and establish Chautauqua County as a 
destination center for outdoor adventure and lifelong 
learning opportunities. 

Our Vision
(How we see ourselves 5 to 10 years from now)

Chautauqua County residents and visitors will have access to an interconnected system of greenways 
that cater to bird watchers, cyclists, kayakers, equestrians, snow mobile riders, and other outdoor 
enthusiasts.  Some greenway lands are public, others are private, and still others are a combination, all 
nurtured by public/private partnerships.  

Chautauqua County’s greenways will connect our forests, parks, open spaces, and main streets, 
and will serve as a destination center for outdoor adventure and lifelong learning opportunities for 
residents and visitors alike.  The County’s history and geography enhance the recommendations of the 
Greenway Plan through the interpretation of recreation, cultural, and historic assets.  These corridors 
will not only traverse the country-side, but will also connect to our towns and main streets where trail 
users can access the goods and services they desire.  Equally important, we will work with our business 
communities to capitalize on the economic and tourism development potential greenways create.

Natural system greenway corridors will conserve, protect, manage, and restore our landscapes, 
ecosystems, and habitats through strong public and private partnerships.  At the same time, 
implementation of recommended actions will effectively conserve our sensitive waterways and 

Photo Credit: Michael Kotyk
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aquifers by establishing buffers of green open space and working landscapes along them. Greenways 
will also assist in managing stormwater and will biologically filter run-off water before returning it to 
the County’s waterways and aquifers, thereby improving water quality, reducing erosion, and providing 
ecological benefits.

Conservation and recreation organizations, public agencies, landowners, private sector companies, and 
dedicated individuals will support the county’s greenway initiatives by developing strong partnerships 
for mutual benefit. Respect for private property rights, local community concerns and public lands are 
hallmarks of this greenways effort. 

In 2020, Chautauqua County envisions a system of greenways planned, implemented, and managed to:

• Provide opportunities for active living by providing a variety of land and water based trails to 
facilitate healthy lifestyles for the physical and mental well-being of its residents and visitors;

• Provide alternative transportation corridors to access work, school, business districts, parks, 
museums, historic sites,  and other cultural resources;

• Provide connections to the land, to each other, and to archaeological, historic, and cultural 
resources;

• Conserve sensitive natural resources for their essential functions, ecosystems and habitats; 
• Conserve open space for continued agricultural production; 
• Maintain the rural character that is the pride of Chautauqua residents; 
• Incorporate Chautauqua County’s brand, the “The World’s Learning Center”, into all aspects of 

the County’s greenway system;
• Provide leadership to the County’s cities, towns, villages, and hamlets by advocating for and by 

implementing complete streets, active living, and sustainable land use practices throughout the 
County; 

• Enhance economic development and tourism in our business districts; and
• Provide the quality of life/tourism infrastructure required for future housing and economic 

development.
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Our Goals
(specific	ideas	about	how	we	will	accomplish	our	mission	&	vision)

To achieve the vision for greenways in Chautauqua County, seven goals were established:

Goal One:   Active Living/Alternative Transportation Goals
(a) Work corroboratively with organizations to complete mutually beneficial projects;
(b) Integrate trails and active living into the everyday life of the county’s residents;
(c) Create paved shared use paths as alternative active transportation and recreation 

corridors; and
(d) Advocate and promote Complete Streets, Safe Routes to Schools, and Walkable 

Community concepts.

Goal Two:   Conservation of Natural Resources
(a) Foster public/private partnerships for the conservation of natural resources;
(b) Educate decision-makers on the benefits of conserving natural resources;
(c) Educate the public on the benefits of conserving natural resources; and
(d) Develop and promote model conservation ordinances and easement agreements.

Goal Three: Connectivity and Trail Development
(a) Maintain and upgrade the existing trail system (1st priority);
(b) Evaluate land/water based trails, re-route non-sustainable trails in a sustainable 

manner, or abandon non-sustainable trails that cannot be made sustainable; 
(c) Create/enhance/foster recreation hubs throughout County, i.e., Cockaigne, Peek’n 

Peak, Chautauqua Institution, etc.;
(d) Create looped trail systems, both locally and at the County level, i.e., a Chautauqua 

Loop Trail that connects the east and west overland trails at the north and south 
ends thereby circling Chautauqua Lake;

(e) Connect urban areas to the countryside;
(f) Establish a network of cross-country skiing, winter hiking, and snowshoeing trails;
(g) Connect trails to housing so that homeowners have access to the trails and other 

recreation resources;
(h) Plan, design, and implement trail mapping, electronic wayfinding and signage 

programs;
(i) Provide trails for all users:  hikers, bikers, equestrians, canoers/kayakers, 

snowmobilers, and atvers;
(j) Establish inter-county and inter-state connections;
(k) Evaluate the feasibility of providing camping opportunities to accommodate the use 

of long distance trails and green space;
(l) Retain property and/or purchase additional property for trail and trailhead 

development;
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(m) Reduce maintenance requirements by adopting, educating, and promoting a ‘Leave 
No Trace’ philosophy; and

(n) Integrate industrial, commercial, and residential development initiatives with the 
Greenway Trail network.

Goal Four: Management, Operations, and Maintenance
(a) Develop a new model for creating, maintaining, and advocating for resources 

for trails, parks, and waterways such as partnering with established service 
organizations, creating a non-profit “Friends” organization, or other means;

(b) Identify dedicated funding sources to sustain the greenway system;
(c) Evaluate current maintenance practices and institute sustainable management/

maintenance practices to create trails and parks that require little or no maintenance;
(d) Improve maintenance of the existing trail network;
(e) Evaluate and improve the maintenance of existing water trail network;
(f) Improve intergovernmental cooperation for the water trails between municipalities, 

counties, and states; and
(g) Codify management, operations, and maintenance policies and procedures.

Goal Five: The World’s Learning Center
(a) Integrate active learning opportunities with active living opportunities;
(b) Promote environmental education;
(c) Communicate the history of the landscape and the communities; and
(d) Promote opportunities for learning within the County.

Goal Six: Leadership
(a) Create a Friends of Chautauqua Greenways stakeholder group to establish goals and 

advocate for resources;
(b) Formalize delivery and implementation strategies of greenways development 

between the County and its partners;
(c) Pursue resources corroboratively;
(d) Foster partnerships between conservation and recreation organizations, public 

agencies, landowners, private sector companies, local municipalities, and dedicated 
individuals;

(e) Promote, educate, and facilitate Trail Town concepts in local business districts; and
(f) Promote, educate, and facilitate Activity Hub concepts to identified landowners. 
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Goal Seven: Marketing & Tourism
(a) Promote Chautauqua County’s outdoor opportunities locally, regionally, and 

nationally with the Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau, and the Chautauqua County 
Chamber of Commerce, the local media and other entities;

(b) Promote an enhanced water trail network;
(c) Establish unified standards for trails through signage and marketing efforts;
(d) Cross promote greenways and trails with other tourism promotion activities such as 

the Lake Erie Concord Grape Belt Heritage Area, Lake Erie Wine Country, Chautauqua 
Lake Erie Art Trail and Great Lakes Seaway Trail;

(e) Collaborate with regional providers to market to broader audience;
(f) Evaluate and pursue opportunities to partner promotional efforts with the private 

sector; and
(g) Develop a centralized database of active recreation opportunities and promote them 

through social media and an interactive website.

Photo Credit: Mike Kotyk



CHAPTER 2: WHERE DO WE WANT TO BE? 74

THE STRUCTURE OF THE NETWORK
Building the framework of the Chautauqua County greenway network began with laying out the 
natural systems greenways corridors. These corridors follow the most highly functional existing 
natural features within the County, such as forests, significant stream corridors, and wildlife habitats. 
Overlaying this natural systems backdrop, the plan adopts a “hubs and spokes” structure for its 
recreation greenways network.

The “hubs”, sometimes called nodes, are the significant destination points such as trail towns and 
important recreation areas. The spokes, or corridors, will provide the links between them. In some 
areas, natural system corridors are distinct from recreational trails and in other areas they coexist. 

Figure 15:  Greenway Network Structure
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Finally, because greenway elements such as streams, wildlife habitats, and some recreation and 
transportation trails do not terminate at the counties’ boundaries, the greenways network proposes 
that recreation and transportation corridors continue outward and form connections to natural and 
recreational assets in neighboring counties and states.

A detailed inventory and analysis was completed as part of the greenway planning process for 
Chautauqua County. Through this work, greenway corridors were identified and prioritized. The 
proposed greenway network for the Chautauqua County consists of Recreation Greenways as well as 
Natural Systems Greenways.

Photo Credit: Michael Kotyk
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DEFINING NATURAL SYSTEMS GREENWAYS
By its very nature, Chautauqua County is exceptionally “green”.  It has several lakes, including the 
13,000 acre Chautauqua Lake; the Lake Erie shoreline; numerous state forests and wildlife management 
areas; scenic gorges; many wetlands along winding streams; and several large parcels being managed 
as vineyards.  It was a goal of the project steering committee to recommend corridors in the county 
containing a high occurrence of natural, ecological, and hydrologic infrastructure.  These high value 
areas were utilized as the building blocks of natural system greenway corridors.  Areas with a high 
occurrence of these building blocks generally represent those areas containing the most sensitive 
natural systems within the county.

Figure 16:  Building Blocks Analysis
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Identifying Corridors
After completing an inventory of the natural, ecological, and hydrologic infrastructure within the 
county, the project steering committee and Pashek Associates selected and weighted natural 
systems building blocks according to their significance related to the vision of the Chautauqua County 
Greenway Plan.  

The following table identifies those building blocks and their assigned values:

less more

important important

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Natural	Infrastructure
Steep Slopes - greater than 25 percent
NWI & DEC Wetlands
100 Year Floodplain
Interior Forest Blocks
Hydric Soils
Steep Slopes - between 15-25 percent
Ecological	Infrastructure
NHP - Core Species Areas
NHP - Significant Natural Communities
NHP - Natural Communities Vicinity
NHP - Rare Plants & Animals Buffer
Audubon - Important Bird Areas
Hydrologic	Infrastructure
Trout Spawning / Steelhead Streams
DEC Protected Streams - Drinking Water
DEC Protected Streams
Primary and Principal Acquifers
Lakes & Reservoirs

Building Blocks
Value

Ranking
Building
Blocks

Figure 17:  Ranking Building Blocks
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Each building block was then identified and mapped individually, overlaid on a map utilizing a 
Geographic Information System (GIS) process, and then analyzed.  Where more than one building 
block overlapped, their respective values were added together creating a cumulative value, and in turn 
generating a sensitivity level. 

Figure 18:  Individual Building Blocks Analysis
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Areas with the highest total sensitivity level included the presence of the highest density of building 
blocks, and thus merited inclusion in the natural system greenway network.  Corridors were then 
defined and named based upon their watershed association.  In addition, the sensitivity level of each 
corridor was utilized to establish a prioritization for each Natural Systems Greenway Corridor.

The mapping that resulted from this analysis roughly identified proposed natural system greenway 
corridors.  The cumulative values calculated in this analysis represented a value range from 3 to 83, with 
3 representing the least sensitive resources and 83 representing the most sensitive resources.  

The definition of a greenway corridor indicates that they are to be contiguous linear corridors and 
provide connectivity between resources.  In order to further define linear corridors, a process of 
removing the low end values of the natural systems network was undertaken.

The first step in further defining linear corridors was to identify and remove approximately the bottom 
ten percent value areas resulting from the analysis.  These areas were identified as those having a 
value of eight or lower, meaning that any area identified with a cumulative value of less than eight 
was removed.  Once the bottom ten percent were eliminated, small areas determined to be outliers or 
areas that were not adjacent to defined linear corridors were removed.  This methodology enabled the 
proposed natural system greenway corridors to be truly linear in nature.

After completion of the analysis, it became apparent that there were two significant natural resources 
that were blatantly missing from what would become the proposed natural system greenway network: 
vineyard lands and visible ridgelines.  Both of these natural resources contribute to the scenic character 
and natural beauty of Chautauqua County.  To 
account for these two resources, a Vineyard 
Overlay District and Ridgeline Overlay District 
were created.

In order to establish a ridgeline overlay district, a 
terrain model was analyzed in GIS to determine 
the location of ridgelines.  Once major ridgeline 
areas were identified, a viewshed analysis was 
created establishing vistas from the lakes, the 
Lake Erie shore and vineyard region, and the 
existing overland and rail trails.  These areas 
were seen as important for preserving scenic 
character due to their impact, and potential 
future impact, on tourism.  Once the viewshed 
analysis was complete, the ridgelines determined 
to be highly visible were selected for the 
ridgeline overlay district.

Figure 19:  Building Block Analysis Results
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The vineyard overlay district was created utilizing the county parcel data to determine the location 
of all properties currently operating as vineyards.  These parcels were selected and then a buffer was 
created around them to establish a contiguous vineyard overlay district.

Dividing and Naming Corridors
The corridors which resulted from the above analysis then needed to be divided and named.  To 
complete this task, watershed boundaries and major streams were utilized for defining individual 
corridors.  Watershed boundaries were initially used to divide corridors.  Once this process was 
complete, several corridors were further divided based on their proximity to one another and to major 
stream corridors.  Finally, where major streams were used to further divide corridors, the major stream 
name was utilized as the greenway name.  If a corridor was not further divided beyond the watershed 
boundary, the watershed name was used as the greenway corridor name.

Ranking and Prioritizing Corridors
Once corridors were divided and named, it become feasible to utilize each individual corridors 
cumulative building block values to prioritize and rank them.  

Each natural system greenway corridor was individually ranked according to its total cumulative value, 
or sensitivity level. Those corridors with a higher cumulative value were ranked higher than those areas 
with lower cumulative values.  Once ranked, the corridors were then prioritized into three categories: 
(1) Exceptional, (2) Significant, or (3) High priority.  These categories were determined by dividing the 
ranked results into categories based on the natural breaks in the cumulative values.

The Results
The analysis described above lead to the recommendation of establishing twenty natural system 
greenway corridors within Chautauqua County.  These are shown on the Natural Systems Greenway Map 
- Figure 20.

After the Natural System Greenway corridors were defined, the cumulative values of the building 
blocks within each corridor were calculated and divided by the total acreage of the corridor.  The 
results of this calculation were used to assign a sensitivity level to each individual corridor.  This was 
undertaken to prioritize the corridors based on concentrations of natural system building blocks 
rather than on the size of the corridor.  The twenty proposed natural system greenway corridors are 
summarized hereafter, according to their corresponding priority level.
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Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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Exceptional Priority Natural System Greenway Corridors
The proposed exceptional priority natural systems greenway corridors are those corridors containing 
the highest concentration of natural infrastructure elements and should therefore receive the highest 
level of protection.  There are five proposed corridors that have been classified as exceptional in the 
county.  These corridors are described briefly here:

1) French Creek  - Situated along French Creek and several smaller tributaries in western 
Chautauqua County, the French Creek Greenway Corridor encompasses approximately 37,000 
acres.  New York State DEC Lands within the French Creek Greenway contain portions of Alder 
Bottom Wildlife Management Area, Mount Pleasant State Forest, and Whalen Memorial State 
Forest.  Also located in this greenway is Peek’ n Peak Resort, French Creek Preserve, portions of 
Chautauqua Rails-to-Trails, and portions of State owned land along an abandoned rail corridor 
connecting to the existing rail trail.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Chautauqua, Clymer, French Creek, Mina, North 
Harmony, and Sherman, as well as the Village of Sherman.

2) Cassadaga – The Cassadaga Greenway Corridor is located in eastern Chautauqua County along 
Cassadaga Creek and several tributaries.  The proposed greenway corridor covers just over 
31,000 acres.   New York State DEC Land within this greenway includes all of Clay Pond Wildlife 
Management Area.  Also located within this greenway is the Cassadaga Creek Water Trail, Roger 
Tory Peterson Institute, and Hundred Acre Lot.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Arkwright, Charlotte, Ellery, Ellicott, Ellington, Gerry, 
Poland, Pomfret, and Stockton as well as the Villages of Cassadaga, 
Falconer, and Sinclair.  Additionally, a portion of the greenway is 
within the City of Jamestown.

3) Conewango – The Conewango Greenway Corridor is situated in the southeast corner of 
Chautauqua County covering nearly 30,000 acres.  This corridor encompasses Conewango 
Creek as well as several tributaries including Harris Brook, Indian Brook, Dry Brook, Elkins 
Brook, Mud Creek, Cass Run, Frews Run, Stillwater Creek, Kiantone Creek, and Wiltsie Run.  Also 
found within this greenway is Erlandson Overlook Park, the Audubon Nature Center, and an 
abandoned rail corridor owned by Chautauqua Rails-to-Trails.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Carroll, Ellicott, Ellington, Kiantone, and Poland.

4) Canadaway Creek – Situated in northeastern Chautauqua County, the Canadaway Creek 
Greenway Corridor encompasses nearly 28,000 acres along Canadaway Creek and several 
tributaries to Lake Erie.  Other named streams found at least partially within this corridor include 
Beaver Creek, Little Canadaway Creek, and the mouth of Crooked Brook.  Also found within this 
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greenway is the Canadaway Creek Nature Sanctuary, Canadaway Creek  Wildlife Management 
Area, and Point Gratiot Park.

 
Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Arkwright, Charlotte, Dunkirk East and West,  Pomfret, 

Portland and Sheridan as well as the Village of Fredonia.  Additionally, 
a portion of the greenway is within the City of Dunkirk.

5) Chautauqua Lake – The Chautauqua Lake Greenway Corridor is located in the center of the 
county surrounding Chautauqua Lake and encompassing portions of the Chadakoin River, Dutch 
Hollow Creek, Dewittville Creek, and Big Inlet.  The corridor is approximately 27,000 acres in size 
and includes Chautauqua Lake Outlet, Long Point State Park, Midway State Park, and a portion 
of the Chautauqua Rails-to-Trails and a portion of the grounds at Chautauqua Institution.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Busti, Chautauqua, Ellery, Ellicott, North Harmony, 
Portland, and Stockton as well as the Village of Bemus Point, Celoron, 
Falconer, Lakewood, and Mayville.  Additionally, a portion of the 
greenway is within the City of Jamestown.

6) Chautauqua Creek – Situated around Chautauqua Creek and Little Chautauqua Creek, the 
Chautauqua Creek Greenway corridor encompasses nearly 22,000 acres.  The corridor contains 
the Chautauqua Gorge State Forest, a state owned fishing access, and a large segment of the 
Portage Trail (including the potential extension of the trail along an abandoned rail line).  The 
Chautauqua Creek Greenway Corridor also extends to the Lake Erie shore and encompasses 
part of Barcelona Harbor.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Chautauqua, Portland, Ripley, and Westfield as well as 
the Villages of Mayville and Westfield.

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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Significant Priority Natural System Greenway Corridors
Proposed significant priority natural system greenway corridors are those corridors that generally contain 
a high concentration of natural infrastructure elements.  There are eight proposed greenways that have 
been classified as significant priorities in the county.  These corridors are described briefly below:

7) Cherry Creek – The Cherry Creek Greenway Corridor is situated in the Upper Conewango Creek 
watershed and encompasses just over 19,000 acres.  In addition to Cherry Creek, this corridor 
encompasses several smaller tributaries and portions of Conewango Creek, West Branch 
Conewango Creek, Dry Creek, and Mill Brook Run.  Also found within this greenway are portions 
of Boutwell Hill State Forest, sections of the Eastside Overland Trail and Canadaway Creek Wildlife 
Management Area.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Arkwright, Charlotte, Cherry Creek, Ellington and 
Villenova, as well as the Village of Cherry Creek.

8) Twentymile Creek – Situated in western Chautauqua County along Twentymile Creek and 
Belson Creek, the Twentymile Creek Greenway Corridor is more than 15,000 acres in size.  

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Mina, Ripley, Sherman, and Westfield.

9) Goose Creek – Situated west of Chautauqua Lake along Goose Creek, a tributary of the Lake, the 
Goos Creek Greenway Corridor greenway encompasses more than 12,000 acres.  This greenway 
also has a small section in North Harmony State Forest and includes Ashville as well as a swath 
of land west of the lake between Asheville and the Interstate (NYS Route 90). 

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Busti, Harmony, and North Harmony.

10) Bear Lake Outlet - The Bear Lake Outlet Greenway Corridor is found around Bear Lake along 
Bear Lake Outlet, Slippery Rock Creek, and Flag Creek.  Covering more than 12,000 acres, a 
portion of this corridor also extends into Chautauqua State Forest.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Chautauqua, Pomfret, Portland, and Stockton.

11) Little Brokenstraw Creek – The Little Brokenstraw Creek Greenway Corridor is situated in south 
central Chautauqua County along Little Brokenstraw Creek and East Branch Little Brokenstraw 
Creek, and encompasses nearly 10,000 acres.  Also found within this corridor are portions of 
North Harmony, Hill Higher and Panama State Forests, as well as Watts Wildlife Management 
Area.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Busti, Clymer, Harmony, North Harmony and Sherman, 
as well as the Village of Panama.
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12) Stillwater Creek – Situated in southern Chautauqua County along Stillwater Creek and several 
other tributaries, the Stillwater Creek Greenway Corridor encompasses more than 9,000 acres.  
Also found within the corridor is a portion of Wellman State Forest Multiple Use Area. 

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Busti, Eillicott and Kiantone.

13) Brokenstraw Creek – The Brokenstraw Creek Greenway Corridor is found in the south 
west region of the county along Brokenstraw Creek, Brownell Creek, and Pine Valley Creek.  
This corridor is more than 9,000 acres in size and also extends into Jacquins Pond Wildlife 
Management Area as well as Brokenstraw State Forest.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Clymer, French Creek, Harmony and Sherman.

14) Lake Erie – Situated in northwest Chautauqua County along the Lake Erie shore and extending 
along the escarpment from the Pennsylvania line to the Village of Westfield, the Lake Erie 
Greenway Corridor is approximately 8,000 acres in size.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Ripley and Westfield, as well as a small portion of the 
Village of Westfield.

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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High Priority Natural System Greenway Corridors 
The proposed high priority natural systems greenway corridors are those corridors that generally 
contain several natural infrastructure elements.  The six proposed high priority natural system 
greenway corridors are located in areas that support the conservation of significant priority corridors.    
These corridors are described briefly below:

15) Clear Creek – Situated in eastern Chautauqua County along Clear Creek, the Clear Creek 
Greenway Corridor is nearly 8,000 acres in size.  Also found within this greenway is a portion of 
Boutwell Hill State Forest.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Charlotte, Cherry Creek, Ellington and Gerry.

16) Findley Lake – The Findley Lake Greenway Corridor, located in western Chautauqua County 
surrounding Findley Lake, Darrow Brook, and the West Branch of French Creek, is approximately 
7,500 acres in size.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of French Creek, Mina and Ripley. 

17) Silver Creek – The Silver Creek Greenway Corridor is located in the northeast corner of the 
County along Silver Creek and joins with Walnut Creek at the mouth on the Lake Erie shore.  This 
nearly 7,500 acre greenway also encompasses Wheeler Brook, a tributary of Silver Creek.

Associated Municipalities:  Towns of Hanover and Villenova, and the Village of Silver Creek. 

18) Walnut Creek – The Walnut Creek Greenway Corridor is situated in the northeast corner of 
the County along Walnut Creek, and joins with Silver Creek near the mouth at Lake Erie.  The 
corridor is just over 7,000 acres and surrounds Walnut Creek and several smaller tributaries.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Arkwright, Hanover and Sheridan, as well as the 
Villages of Forestville and Silver Creek.

19) Prendergast Creek – The Prendergast Creek Greenway Corridor is located west of Chautauqua Lake 
along Prendergast Creek and Wing Creek.  At approximately 6,500 acre, this greenway encompasses 
portions of the Chautauqua Fish Hatchery and Mount Pleasant State Forest.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Chautauqua, North Harmony and Sherman.

20) Cattaraugus Creek – The Cattaraugus Creek Greenway Corridor is less than 3,000 acre and is in 
the northern most corner of the county along the border with Cattaraugus County to the east 
surrounding Cattaraugus Creek.  

Associated Municipalities:  The Town of Hanover.
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Level of Recommended Conservation
Many of the greenways in Chautauqua County have large or small areas that are protected within 
state or county parks, wildlife management areas, or conservation easements.  However, the majority 
of lands found within the greenways are privately owned and unprotected.  Acquisition of all lands 
found within these greenways is not feasible, nor is it necessary.  The municipalities associated with 
the proposed natural system greenway corridors should strive to educate landowners and work with 
landowners to promote conservation. 

While regulatory tools may protect some areas from development in places such as floodplains, 
wetlands or along steep slopes, they do not protect them from other threats.  Furthermore some 
of these regulatory tools can be heavy handed when attempting to form friendly relationships 
with landowners.  Easements and other agreements with conservation-minded landowners can be 
customized to meet the needs of both parties and can protect targeted natural infrastructure areas.  
Acquisition of small tracts of land near vulnerable resources, such as endangered species habitat and 
wetlands, should be considered when feasible.

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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DEFINING RECREATION GREENWAYS
Recreation greenways were initially identified by reviewing existing and potential trail corridors 
within Chautauqua County.  After identifying existing trails, potential trail connections, and feasible 
connections, a recreation greenway network was devised for the County. After this trail network was 
mapped, key destinations and points of interest along this network were analyzed to determine if they 
should be incorporated as points of interest or destinations along the trails.

Identifying Trail Towns and Hubs
The steering committee, with the assistance of Pashek Associates, developed a criteria system for 
determining key destinations and points of interest for designation as Trail Towns, Major Hubs, and/or 
Hubs along the recreation greenways network.  This criteria system involved assessing cities, villages, 
towns, hamlets, and other places based on the facilities and amenities they possess.

One of the goals of Chautauqua’s Greenway Plan is to attract and invite all types of trail users to 
Main Street districts throughout the county where they can find the goods and services they need.  
This being the case, we recommend continued education and coordination in the planning and 
development process with cities, villages, and towns potentially affected by our efforts.  Many of these 
places are currently positioned to capitalize on a trail town concept to maximize the economic benefits 
that are sure to result from trail development.

What is a Trail Town?
In 2005, the Allegheny Trail Alliance in Pennsylvania 
published “Trail Towns – Capturing Trail Based 
Tourism: a Guide for Communities in Pennsylvania.”  
The development of this guide was funded by 
the Regional Trail Alliance and the Pennsylvania 
Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, and serves as a step-by-step guide 
preparing a blueprint for the provision of goods 
and services required by trail users.  It also , and 
provides instructions on how to promote trail 
friendly towns.

The steps include:

•	 Enticing trail users to get off the trail 
and into your town;

•	 Welcoming trail users to your town 
by making information about the 
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community readily available at the trail;
•	 Making a strong and safe connection between your town and the trail;
•	 Educating local businesses on the economic benefits of meeting the needs of trail tourists;
•	 Recruiting new businesses or expanding existing ones to fill gaps in the goods and services that 

trail users need;
•	 Promoting the “trail-friendly” character of the town; and
•	 Working with neighboring communities, the County, and regional entities to promote the entire 

trail corridor as a tourist destination. 

To be considered as a potential trail town, the Greenway Plan steering committee recommended that 
proposed trail towns be able to provide three of the four following goods/services:

	Main Street
	Food
	Lodging
	Fuel

“Towns” that can provide only two of the 
four components have been classified as 
major hubs, with the remaining “towns” 
classified as hubs. 

Utilizing this approach, the following 
classifications became evident:

Proposed Trail Towns
•	 Bemus Point
•	 Brocton
•	 Cassadaga
•	 Cherry Creek
•	 Clymer
•	 Dunkirk
•	 Falconer

•	 Forestville
•	 Fredonia
•	 Frewsburg
•	 Gerry
•	 Irving
•	 Jamestown
•	 Lakewood

•	 Mayville
•	 Panama
•	 Sheridan
•	 Sherman
•	 Sinclairville
•	 Westfield

Proposed Trail Town Major Hubs (MH) & Hubs (H)
•	 Ashville (MH)
•	 Barcelona (H)
•	 Bear Lake (H)
•	 Celoron (H)
•	 French Creek (MH)

•	 Kennedy (H)
•	 Lily Dale (MH)
•	 Silver Creek (MH)
•	 Stockton (H)
•	 Sunset Bay (MH)

•	 Van Buren (MH)
•	 Findley Lake (MH)
•	 Van Buren (MH)

Photo Credit: Michael Kotyk
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Activity Hubs
Activity Hubs are areas that would lend themselves well to being Hubs or concentrations of activity. 
These are different than Trail Towns in that they may not have all of the material amenities such as gas, 
food, etc., but have the natural infrastructure and amenities to support trail development initiatives. 

Activity Hubs meet the following criteria:

	A large holding of land under single ownership;
	Landowner willingness;
	Located near and accessible from proposed or existing trail corridors; and
	Physical attributes that provide a desirable destination or point of interest.

Proposed Activity Hubs based on the above criteria are as follows:

1. Cockaigne Ski Area
2. Peek‘n Peak Resort & Spa
3. Jamestown Audubon & Sanctuary
4. Roger Tory Peterson Institute
5. YMCA Camp Onyahsa

Photo Credit: Michael Kotyk
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Trail Town Prioritization
Proposed trail towns were then prioritized according to criteria developed by the project steering 
committee.  The criteria included:

- Proximity of Existing/Proposed Trail(s) to Main Street: The closer the existing/proposed trail(s) 
are to a town’s Main Street, the higher the assigned value.

- Number of Trail Connections: Cumulative value of the total number of existing/proposed 
recreation, transportation, and water trails which pass through town.

- Local Partners: Opportunities to partner with existing governments, non-profits, and for profit 
agencies to advance the trail town concept along Main Street.

- Economic Development Potential: Size, character, and vibrancy of the main street.

Each of the potential trail towns was assigned a value between zero and five in each of the categories.  
The higher the value assigned to a given criteria, the more important contribution that criteria has 
towards the establishment of a trail town.

Three priority levels were established:

1. Proposed Exceptional Trail Towns
2. Proposed Significant Trail Towns
3. Proposed High Priority Trail Towns

The table on the following page identifies the prioritized proposed Trail Towns:

Photo Credit: Michael Kotyk
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Figure 21:  Trail Town Identification and Prioritization Table
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Jamestown X X X X X X X X 5 2 5 10 27.0 TT

Ex
ce

pt
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l

Sherman X X X X 5 5 5 10 25.0 TT

Mayville X X X X 5 3 5 10 23.0 TT

Cherry Creek X X X X 5 3 3 10 21.0 TT

Dunkirk X X X X X 5 4 5 5 19.0 TT

Si
gn
ifi
ca
nt

Falconer X X X X X 5 3 5 5 18.0 TT

Westfield X X X X X X X 5 3 5 5 18.0 TT

Fredonia X X X X X X X X 5 2 5 5 17.0 TT

Frewsburg X X X 5 2 5 5 17.0 TT

Irving X X X 5 1 1 10 17.0 TT

Forestville X X X 5 3 3 5 16.0 TT

Lakewood X X X X X X X X 5 1 5 5 16.0 TT

Silver Creek X X 5 3 3 5 16.0 MH

Celoron X X 5 2 3 5 15.0 H

Gerry X X X X 5 2 3 5 15.0 TT

Bemus Point X X X X X X X X 5 1 3 5 14.0 TT

Clymer X X X 3 3 3 5 14.0 TT

Stockton X 5 3 1 5 14.0 H

Findley Lake X X X X X 3 2 3 5 13.0 MH

Maple Springs X X X 3 2 3 5 13.0 TT
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Potential Trail 
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Kennedy X 5 1 1 5 12.0 H

H
ig
h

Sheridan X X X X X 3 1 3 5 12.0 TT

Cassadaga X X X X 1 3 1 5 10.0 TT

Panama X X X X 1 3 1 5 10.0 TT

Sinclairville X X X 1 1 3 5 10.0 TT

Ashville X X X X 1 1 3 5 10.0 MH

Barcelona * X X 2.5 3 1.5 2.5 9.5 H

Sunset Bay * X X X 2.5 2 2.5 2.5 9.5 MH

Van Buren * X X X 1.5 1 1.5 5 9.0 MH

Brocton X X X X X X 1 2 1 5 9.0 TT

French Creek X X 1 1 1 5 8.0 MH

Lily Dale * X X X X X X 1.5 2 1.5 2.5 7.5 MH

Bear Lake * X 1.5 2 1 2.5 7.0 H

North Clymer 0 0 0 0 5 5.0

no
ne

Chautauqua 
Institution *

X X X X X X X 1 1 1 0 3.0

Busti Center X X X X X 0 1 1 0 2.0

Ellery Center X 0 0 0 0 0 0.0

Ellington X X X 0 0 0 0 0 0.0

Ripley Center X X X X 0 0 0 0 0 0.0

Stow X X X X X X 0 0 0 0 0 0.0

* Seasonal (summer)
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Identifying Potential Recreation Greenway Corridors
The existing trails and potential recreation greenway corridors were identified and analyzed as part 
of the inventory phase of this plan.  By undergoing this process, Chautauqua County’s existing trails 
were documented and recommendations were developed for expanding these offerings.  Once 
recommendations for new and expanded trails were developed, a system for prioritizing their 
implementation was created.

The first step in the process was to inventory and map all existing trails and points of interest in 
Chautauqua County and adjacent counties.  Documentation of these trails and points of interest can be 
found in the Recreation Inventory contained in Chapter 1 of this document. 

Once the existing trails and points of interest were inventoried and mapped, opportunities for 
potential trails were evaluated.  Potential trail opportunities were identified by:

1. Identifying former rail corridors which are inactive and may provide an opportunity to serve as a 
trail corridor;

2. Identifying which corridors were either railbanked, or in the process of being railbanked;

3. Identifying existing trails which may have the potential to be extended to connect to a trail 
town, major hub, or hub; and

4. Identifying potential trail corridors through input from the stakeholders and the public.

As corridors were identified, many were reviewed and mapped utilizing aerial photography, while 
others were reviewed in the field.

During the analysis of potential corridors, they were categorized as one of the following:

•	 Conceptual: The proposed trail would either follow a former rail corridor or would follow a route 
designated through the public process, but no other evaluation of the corridor was undertaken 
to determine whether it has good potential for becoming a trail.

•	 Proposed: There has been either a feasibility study completed for the proposed trail or there is 
an organization actively working towards acquiring public access and establishing a trail in the 
proposed corridor.

It must be emphasized that the corridors were evaluated based on their connectivity, not upon 
existing property ownership.  Chapter 3 provides recommendations and implementation strategies for 
evaluating ownership issues, and the potential to secure corridors for public access.
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The Process
After the potential trail corridors were identified, criteria were developed to rank each corridor.  The 
cumulative value of all criteria was utilized to determine the priority for a particular trail corridor.  The 
criteria included:
 
Trail Type
When analyzing potential recreation greenways, the proposed trails were broken down into one of 
three categories; (1) Regional Trail, (2) County Trail, or (3) Connector Trail.  

1. Regional Trail  
A regional trail is a regionally significant trail that connects to trails outside of the county, with 
potential to draw trail users from far distances.  This type of trail ranks high in value.

2. County Trail 
A county trail is significant within the county, but is not as likely to draw users from a broad area 
as is the case with the regional trail.  This trail has a moderate value.

3. Connector Trail 
A connector trail is a short trail connecting two larger trails together or connecting a trail to a 
point of interest. This trail is of lesser value compared to Regional and County Trails.

Existing Trail Group Support
If there is an existing trail group which supports and advocates for the implementation of a proposed 
trail corridor, the value of that corridor is rated high in this category.

Corridor Status
All existing, proposed, or potential corridors were classified as one of the following:

	Railbanked/Corridor Secured......................Significant Value
	Inactive Rail………………………………..High Value
	Abandoned Rail……………………………Medium Value
	Active/No Railbed Associated……………..Low Value

Connectivity
The connectivity of a corridor refers to the degree to which the trail connects to existing greenways, 
or destination points, or to on-road/pedestrian facilities.  The greater the connectivity potential of a 
corridor, the higher the assigned value.

	Regional Trail……………..Significant Value
	Direct Extension………….High Value (extension of existing trail and/or spur to destination)
	Real Potential…………….Medium Value (to connect to existing opportunities)
	Stand Alone Trail………….Valuable
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Funding Opportunities & Partners
This category considers the factors affecting funding of a project within the corridors and the degree 
to which a project may be allocated  funding from a variety of agencies.  The greater the number of 
potential funding opportunities and potential partners, the higher the assigned value.

Economic Development Potential
Trails that connect to proposed trail towns and other economic development interests have the 
greatest potential to impact local economies, and in turn have a higher assigned value.

Extension of Existing Trail
This category considers the extension of an existing trail and/or spur directly connecting to a Trail 
Town, Major Hub, Hub, or Activity Hub.  An extension could also connect to a population center, point 
of interest, or other destinations not classified as a Trail Town or Hub.

Each of the trail corridors proposed as Recreation Greenways were assigned a value between zero and 
five in each of the categories based on the above criteria and summarized to determine their relative 
ranking.

The Results
This above described analysis led to the recommendation of establishing 40 Recreation Greenway 
corridors within Chautauqua County.  These corridors include both existing and proposed trails.  

The 40 Recreation Greenway corridors were ranked according to their total value using the 
methodology described above.  The higher the value assigned to a given criterion, the greater 
contribution that criterion has towards the establishment of a recreational trail within the specified 
corridor.  Once ranked, the corridors were prioritized into three categories:

Proposed Trail Priorities
• Exceptional Priority……………………....  7
• Significant Priority………………………..  19
• High Priority……………………………....  14

The following pages describe each of the conceptual and proposed trail corridors by  indicating their 
location, length, connectivity and identified highlights.
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Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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Figure 22:  
Existing & Proposed Trail Corridors 
Ranking and Prioritization

 T
ra

il 
Ty

pe
 (R

eg
io

na
l, 

Co
un

ty
, C

on
ne

ct
or

)

 E
xi

st
in

g 
Tr

ai
l G

ro
up

 S
up

po
rt

 C
or

rid
or

 S
ta

tu
s 

 C
on

ne
ct

iv
ity

 F
un

di
ng

 O
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
&

 P
ar

tn
er

s

 E
co

no
m

ic
 D

ev
el

op
m

en
t P

ot
en

tia
l

 E
xt

en
si

on
 o

f E
xi

st
in

g 
Tr

ai
l

 T
ot

al

	P
ri
or
ity

N
on

-M
ot

or
iz

ed
 S

ha
re

d 
U

se
 P

at
h

Hi
ki

ng

 B
ik

in
g

M
ou

nt
ai

n 
Bi

ki
ng

 E
qu

es
tr

ia
n

 C
ro

ss
 C

ou
nt

ry
 S

ki
in

g

 A
ll 

Te
rr

ai
n 

Ve
hi

cl
e

 S
no

w
m

ob
ile

 W
at

er
 T

ra
il

Prioritization Criteria Trail	Use Priority	Rank

Conewango Creek Paddle Trail 5 5 5 5 3 5 5 33 1 X Exceptional

Chautauqua County Rail-Trail 5 5 5 5 3 5 5 33 1 X X X X X X Exceptional

Corry to Clymer Rail Trail 5 5 5 5 5 3 5 33 1 X X X X X X Exceptional

Clymer to Sherman Rail Trail 5 5 5 5 5 3 5 33 1 X X X X X X Exceptional

Frewsburg to North Warren PA Rail Trail 5 5 5 5 3 5 5 33 1 X X X X X X Exceptional

Great Lakes Seaway Trail Scenic Byway 5 3 5 5 5 5 5 33 1 X X Exceptional

Portage Trail 3 5 5 5 5 5 5 33 1 x x x x x Exceptional

Ashville to Jamestown On-Road Trail 5 5 5 5 3 5 0 28 2 X X Significant

Boutwell Hill State Forest to Cockaigne 
Equestrian Trail 3 5 3 5 3 3 5 27 3 X Significant

Lower East Overland Trail  - Harris Hill 
Extension 3 5 5 5 3 1 5 27 3 X X Significant

Mayville to Westfield Rail Trail (Portage 
Trail extension) 5 5 3 5 1 3 5 27 3 X X X X X X Significant

Frewburg to Falconer Rail Trail 5 5 3 5 3 5 0 26 4 X X X X X X Significant

Falconer to Sinclairsville Rail Trail 5 3 3 5 3 5 0 24 5 X X X X X X Significant

Sinclairsville to Fredonia Rail Trail 5 3 3 5 3 5 0 24 5 X X X X X X Significant

Fred J. Cusimano Westside Overland 
Trail 3 3 5 1 3 3 5 23 6 X X X X X X Significant

Chadakoin River Paddle Trail 3 1 5 3 3 3 5 23 6 X Significant

Westfield to Barcelona Harbor On-Road 
Trail 3 1 5 3 3 3 5 23 6 X X Significant

Fredonia to Dunkirk Rail Trail 5 3 1 5 3 5 0 22 7 X X X X X X Significant

Brocton to Dunkirk Rail Trail 5 3 0 5 1 3 5 22 7 X X X X X X Significant

Erie Lake Front Water Trail 3 1 5 5 5 3 0 22 7 X Significant

Earl Cardot Eastside Overland Trail 3 3 5 1 3 1 5 21 8 X X X X X X Significant

Bear Lake PA to east of Blockville Rail 
Trail 5 1 1 5 5 3 0 20 9 X X X X X Significant
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Figure 22:  
Existing & Proposed Trail Corridors 
Ranking and Prioritization
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Prioritization Criteria Trail	Use Priority	Rank

Sherman to Westside Overland Trail 1 3 1 3 1 3 5 17 10 X X Significant

Jamestown to Mayville Rail Trail 5 0 0 5 1 5 0 16 11 X X X X X X Significant

Westfield to Barcelona Harbor Hiking 
Trail 3 1 0 3 1 3 5 16 11 X Significant

Sunset Bay to Irving On-Road Trail 5 0 5 3 1 1 0 15 12 x x Significant

Clymer to Findley Lake Hiking Trail 1 3 1 5 1 3 0 14 13 X X High

Jamestown to West of Frewsburg On-
Road Trail 1 1 5 3 3 1 0 14 13 X X High

Cassadaga Creek Paddle Trail 1 3 1 3 3 1 1 13 14 X High

Findley Lake to Sherman Hiking Trail 1 3 1 3 1 3 0 12 15 X X High

Clymer to Westside Overland Trail South 3 3 1 3 1 1 0 12 15 X X High

Cassadaga Lakes to Forestville Hiking 
Trail 1 0 0 3 1 1 5 11 16 x High

Dunkirk to Sunset Bay Rail with Trail 5 0 0 3 1 1 0 10 17 X X X X X X High

West of Frewburg to Frewsburg Rail Trail 1 3 0 3 1 1 0 9 18 X X x X X X High

Clymer to PA State Line Hiking Trail 1 1 1 3 1 1 0 8 19 X High

Maple Springs to Cassadaga Hiking Trail 3 0 0 3 1 1 0 8 19 x High

Dunkirk to Forestville Rail Trail 3 0 0 3 1 1 0 8 19 X X X X X High

Forestville East (to Cattaraugus Co.) Rail 
Trail 3 0 0 3 1 1 0 8 19 X X X X X X High

Brocton to Bear Lake South Hiking Trail 1 0 0 3 1 1 0 6 20 x High

Forestville to Irving Hiking Trail 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 5 21 X High
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Exceptional Priority Recreation Greenway Corridors
The proposed exceptional priority recreation greenway corridors complete critical gaps in a regional 
trail network, or already exist in some form and require very little effort to complete. 

1) Enhancement of the Conewango Creek Water Trail - The existing Conewango Creek Paddle Trail 
is approximately 25 miles long, starting north of Kennedy with four launch sites in Clarks Corner, 
Frewsburg, and Kiantone.  This water trail is part of the larger Marden E. Cobb Waterway Trail, 
which if properly maintained and marketed, could become a significant recreation and tourism 
draw for Chautauqua County.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Carroll, Kiantone, and Poland.

2) Improvements to the Chautauqua County Rail Trail - The existing section of the Chautauqua 
County Rail Trail extends from the Village of Sherman to just west of Brocton.  The trail is made 
up of several smaller segments managed and maintained by the Chautauqua Rails to Trails 
organization and follows the former Penn Central, Pennsylvania Railroad.  This trail is proposed 
as a segment of the larger Pittsburgh to Erie Rail Trail.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Portland, Chautauqua, and Sherman as well as the 
Villages of Mayville and Sherman.

3) Development of a Rail Trail from Corry, PA to Clymer - The proposed Corry to Clymer trail 
follows the former Penn Central, Pennsylvania Railroad corridor.  This trail would be an 
extension of the existing Chautauqua Rail Trial and is proposed as a segment of the larger 
Pittsburgh to Erie Rail Trail.  The section of this trail within Chautauqua County is a little over a 
mile in length and is presently owned by the Chautauqua Rails to Trails organization.

Associated Municipalities:  The Town of Clymer.

4) Development of a Rail Trail from Clymer to Sherman - The Clymer to Sherman Rail Trail follows 
the former Penn Central, Pennsylvania Railroad and is an extension of the existing Chautauqua 
Rails to Trails as well as a proposed segment of the larger Pittsburgh to Erie Rail Trail.

The majority of this trail is privately owned, but there is a two mile section owned by the State 
of New York.  In the event that this section of trail cannot be acquired by Chautauqua Rails to 
Trails, there is a low traffic road paralleling the corridor that could be used to complete the trail.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Clymer and Sherman as well as the Village of Sherman.
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5) Development of a Rail Trail from Frewsburg to North Warren, PA - The Frewsburg to North 
Warren trail is approximately 4 miles in length and follows the former Warren & Jamestown 
Street Railway Line.  This proposed trail is an extension of the existing North Warren Trail, and if 
completed, could serve as a future trail connection between Jamestown and Warren, PA.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Carroll and Kiantone.

6) Enhancement of the Great Lakes Seaway Trail Scenic Byway - The Great Lakes Seaway Trail 
Scenic Byway is a national trail stretching approximately 454 miles along the Great Lakes.  
Within Chautauqua County, this trail follows the Lake Erie Shore along NYS Route 5.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Dunkirk, Hanover, Pomfret, Portland, Ripley, Sheridan, 
and Westfield, the City of Dunkrik and Village of Silver Creek.

7) Conversion of the Portage Trail to a Rail Trail - The existing Portage Trail runs from Mayville 
north towards Westfield to Quillan Road.  This trail follows the former Jamestown, Westfield & 
Northwestern Railroad, and is presently maintained and managed by Chautauqua Rails to Trails.  
The Portage Trail Greenway is proposed to connect Chautauqua Lake and Mayville to Westfield, 
and, continue north to Barcelona Harbor via a multi-use trail.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Chautauqua and Westfield as well as the Villages of 
Mayville and Westfield.

Photo Credit: Michael Kotyk
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Significant Priority Recreation Greenway Corridors

8) Development of an On-Road Bicycle Trail from Ashville to Jamestown - This on-road route is 
proposed to begin at the intersection of South Maple Avenue and Gleason Road and ends in 
downtown Jamestown, and it will be an extension of the proposed rail trail from Bear Lake, PA 
to Ashville.  This route needs to be evaluated to determine what improvements are required to 
provide a route that complies with applicable NYSDOT and AASHTO standards and guidelines.  
Considerations should include signage, pavement marking, widen lanes, expanded shoulders, to 
name a few. 

Associated Municipalities:  The Town of Busti as well as the Villages of Lakewood and Celoron 
and the City of Jamestown.

9) Extension of the Equestrian Trail Network - This proposed trail is an extension of the proposed 
Equestrian Trail network which will initially connect Boutwell Hill State Forest, Cockaigne Ski 
Resort, and the Village of Cherry Creek.  Later phases will include connections throughout 
Chautauqua County and into Cattaraugus and Allegany Counties. 

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Charlotte, Cherry Creek, Ellington, and Gerry.

10) Development of a Southern Extension of the East Side Overland Trail - This proposed Greenway 
provides a connection to the existing Harris Hill Extension Mountain Bike Trails.  The proposed 
route follows along existing snowmobile trails and a stream corridor. Some of this trail is within 
Harris Hill State Forest.

Associated Municipalities:  The Town of Gerry.

11) Development of a Rail Trail from Mayville to Westfield Trail - The proposed Mayville to 
Westfield Greenway is just over 11 miles and includes an extension of, and improvements to, the 
existing Portage Trail.  This trail would connect to the existing Chautauqua Rail Trail and would 
provide the backbone for a recreation trail connection from Chautauqua Lake to Lake Erie at 
Barcelona Harbor.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Chautauqua and Westfield and the Village of Westfield.

12) Development of a Rail Trail from Frewsburg to Falconer - The proposed Frewsburg to Falconer 
Rail Trail extends approximately 6.25 miles along the former Warren & Jamestown Street 
Railway Line.  This proposed trail is an extension of the existing North Warren Trail and, if 
completed, could serve as part of a regional trail connection between Dunkirk and Warren, PA.  

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Carroll, Ellicott, and Poland as well as the Village of 
Falconer.
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13) Development of a Rail Trail from Falconer to Sinclairville - This proposed trail corridor follows 
the former New York Central line which extends from Warren, Pennsylvania to Fredonia, New 
York.  The section from Sinclairville to Fredonia runs approximately 10.5 miles passing through 
Gerry.  This trail corridor is part of a larger trail connection between Warren, PA and Dunkirk.  
Additionally, this corridor has potential to create a connection between Allegheny Reservoir and 
Lake Erie.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Ellicott and Gerry, as well as the Villages of Falconer 
and Sinclairville.

14) Development of a Rail Trail from Sinclairville to Fredonia - This proposed trail corridor follows 
the former New York Central line which extends from Warren, Pennsylvania to Fredonia, New 
York.  The section from Falconer to Sinclairville runs nearly 19 miles passing through Cassadaga 
and Lily Dale.  This trail corridor is part of a larger trail connection between Warren, PA and 
Dunkirk, as well as a potential connection between Allegheny Reservoir and Lake Erie.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Gerry, Pomfret and Stockton, as well as the Villages of 
Cassadaga, Fredonia, and Sinclairville.

15) Creation of Hiking Trail Loops at the North and South ends of the Westside Overland Trail - This 
existing “dead-end” trail, owned and maintained by Chautauqua County, is presently utilized for 
hiking and mountain biking.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Chautauqua, Harmony, North Harmony and Sherman, 
as well as the Village of Panama.

16) Enhancement of the Chadakoin River Water Trail - The Chadakoin River Paddle Trail begins in 
Celoron and extends to Conewango Creek east of Falconer.  There are four existing launch sites 
which are along this water trail located in Celoron at Lucile Ball Memorial Park, McCrea Point 
Park in Jamestown, Falconer Millrace Park, and at the Cassadaga Confluence.  
 
The Chadokoin River is presently used in two sections  - from Celoron to McCrea Point and from 
Falconer Millrace Park to the Cassadaga Confluence.  In order to connect these two sections 
of water trail, boat launch sites need to be constructed in downtown Jamestown to allow for 
portage around the existing dam.

Associated Municipalities:  The Town of Ellicott, the Villages of Celoron and Falconer, and the 
City of Jamestown.
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17) Development of an On-Road Trail from Westfield to Barcelona Harbor - The Westfield to 
Barcelona Harbor Trial is proposed as an On-Road Route in the Westfield Connections Plan.  This 
corridor is proposed to follow North Portage Road from Westfield to Barcelona.

Associated Municipalities:  The Town and Village of Westfield.

18) Development of a Rail Trail from Fredonia to Dunkirk - The proposed Fredonia to Dunkirk trail 
is an extension of the Sinclairville to Fredonia trail, which is part of a potential recreational trail 
connecting Warren, PA to Dunkirk (including the Allegheny Reservoir to Lake Erie).  This trail is 
proposed to begin at the intersection of East Main Street and Prospect Street in Fredonia. The 
proposed route is a rail-with-trail section along the existing CSX Transportation Line north to 
Dunkirk.  Once in Dunkirk, an on-road route would need to be identified to extend the trail to 
the Lake Erie Shore.  

Associated Municipalities:  The Village of Fredonia and the City of Dunkirk.

19) Extension of Rail Trail from Brocton to Dunkirk - This proposed trail corridor is an extension 
of the existing Chautauqua Rail Trail from Sherman to Brocton, and would follow the former 
Buffalo and Lake Erie Traction line.  This corridor would also follow along an existing CSX and 
Norfolk Southern line, so it would need to be developed as a rail with trail.

An additional consideration for this trail section would be to follow the former Buffalo and Lake 
Erie Traction line from Brocton to Fredonia.  While it appears the bulk of this former rail line has 
been consumed by US Route 20, a trail along this corridor could be highly valuable in connecting 
Fredonia State College to the existing rail trail.

Associated Municipalities:  The Town of Dunkirk West, Pomfret and Portland, as well as the   
Villages of Brocton and Fredonia, and the City of Dunkirk.

20) Development of Erie Lake Front Water Trail - The Lake Erie Paddle Trail is proposed to follow 
the length of Lake Erie in Chautauqua County from the PA Line on the west to Cattaraugus 
County in the east for a total shoreline length of nearly 38 miles. 
 
This proposed water trail needs to have accessible landings (put-in and take-out points), with 
services provided.  Landing points should be provided no further than every five miles to 
provide a pleasant paddling experience.  This would also provide “escape points”, as Lake Erie 
can become treacherous in inclement weather due to its shallow depths incoming storms create 
high waves with very little warning. 
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Suggested locations for landings include:

•	 Sunset Bay in Hanover
•	 Silver Creek – existing DEC 

launch
•	 Sheridan Bay Park and possibly 

one in Sheridan

•	 City of Dunkirk
•	 Van Buren Bay/Point
•	 Lake Erie State Park
•	 Barcelona Harbor
•	 Ripley Beach

Additionally, there are significant stretches of 20-35 foot bluffs along the Lake Erie shore. These 
areas should be recognized during future planning of this greenway corridor as they limit access 
to the water for a significant portion of the shoreline.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Dunkirk, Hanover, Pomfret, Portland, Ripley, Sheridan, 
and Westfield along with the Village of Silver Creek and the City of Dunkirk.

21) Creation of Hiking Trail Loops at the North and South ends of the Eastside Overland Trail - This 
existing “dead-end” trail, owned and maintained by Chautauqua County, is presently utilized for 
hiking and mountain biking.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Arkwright, Charlotte, Cherry Creek, Ellington, and Gerry.

22) Development of a Rail Trail from Bear Lake, PA to Ashville - The Bear Lake to Ashville trail 
extends over nine miles along the former Erie Railroad line.  This proposed trail corridor passes 
through Watts Wildlife Management near the Pennsylvania and New York border.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Harmony and Busti.

23) Development of a trail from Sherman to the Westside Overland Trail - Middle Section - This 
trail is proposed as a hiking and mountain biking connection between the Village of Sherman 
and the Westside Overland Trail.  The proposed route follows existing snowmobile trails for 
just over three miles, partially along French Creek.  This trail would also provide a connection 
between the Westside Overland Trail and the Chautauqua Rail Trail, and would provide a future 
connection to Findley Lake and Erie County, PA.

Associated Municipalities: The Town and Village of Sherman.
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24) Development of a Rail Trail from Jamestown to Mayville - The proposed Jamestown to Mayville 
corridor follows the former Jamestown, Chautauqua and Lake Erie Railroad for over 21 miles 
along the eastern shore of Chautauqua Lake.  Throughout its course, this proposed trail passes 
through Bemus Point, Long Point State Park, Midway State Park, and Camp Onyasha.

This proposed trail would extend the Jamestown Riverwalk and has potential to connect the 
existing Chautauqua Rail Trail to Camp Onyasa, Midway State Park, Long Point State Park, and 
Bemus Point on its way to Jamestown from Mayville.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Chautauqua, Ellery and Ellicott, as well as the City of 
Jamestown.

25) Development of a Trail from Westfield to Barcelona Harbor - Proposed in the Westfield 
Connections Plan, the Westfield to Barcelona Harbor hiking trail follows along Chautauqua 
Creek, sections of the abandoned rail corridor, and along several back roads.  The trail along the 
creek should be limited to hiking, while the On-Road Route can be utilized for shared-use.

Associated Municipalities:  The Town and Village of Westfield.

26) Development of a Trail from Sunset Bay to Irving - The Sunset Bay to Irving Corridor is an on-
road route connecting the proposed Dunkirk to Silver Creek trial with Irving and Forestville to 
the Irving Trail.  This route follows along NYS Route 5.

Associated Municipalities:  The Town of Hanover.

High Priority Recreation Greenways

27) Development of a Trail from Clymer to Findley Lake - The proposed Clymer to Findley Lake 
trail is a hiking trail approximately 12 miles in length connecting the proposed rail trail between 
Corry, Sherman and Clymer with Findley Lake.  This trail also has potential to connect with the 
Peek’n Peak Resort property.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Clymer, French Creek, and Mina.

28) Development of an On-Road Trail from Jamestown to West of Frewsburg - This On-Road Route 
is proposed to provide a connection between downtown Jamestown (including the Riverwalk) 
and Frewsburg, and would begin at the end of the Riverwalk at Harrison Street in Jamestown.  
 
Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Kiantone and the City of Jamestown.
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29) Evaluation of the Cassadaga Creek Water Trail - This existing water trail is approximately 28 
miles long with four official launch sites and two lean-to’s.  The trail begins just southwest of 
Sinclairville and ends where the Cassadaga enters Conewango Creek southeast of Falconer.

Due to concerns about the passability of several sections of the Cassadaga, this plan 
recommends an evaluation of the corridor to determine the feasibility of maintaining it as water 
trail.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Ellicott, Gerry, Poland, and Stockton.

30) Development of a Trail from Findley Lake to Sherman - The proposed trail between Findley 
Lake and Sherman is recommended as a hiking trail extending approximately 12.5 miles from 
Sherman to the PA line west of Findley Lake.  This trail would follow along existing snowmobile 
trails and would connect to the existing Chautauqua Rail Trail as well as the proposed Sherman 
to Westside Overland Trail corridor and the Findley Lake to Clymer trail. 

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Mina and Sherman, as well as the Village of Sherman.

31) Development of a Trail from Clymer to the South end of the Westside Overland Trail - 
This proposed hiking trail between Clymer and the Westside Overland Trail would extend 
approximately 6 miles along Brokenstraw Creek following existing snowmobile trails for a 
portion of its route.  This trail would connect the existing Westside Overland Trail to Clymer, it 
would link up with the proposed Chautauqua Trail extension between Corry and Sherman, and it 
would connect to the proposed Clymer to Findley Lake Trail.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Arkwright, Hanover and Pomfret, as well as the Village 
of Forestville.

32) Development of a Trail from Cassadaga Lake to Forestville - This trail is proposed as a hiking 
trail connecting Cassadaga Lake to the East Side Overland Trail and beyond to Forestville.  The 
total proposed length of this trail is approximately 15.5 miles along existing snowmobile trails.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Mina and Sherman, as well as the Village of Sherman.

33) Development of a Trail from Dunkirk to Sunset Bay - The corridor from Dunkirk to Sunset Bay/
Silver Creek is proposed as a Rail with Trail corridor traveling approximately 8.5 miles along 
the abandoned Pennsylvania Railroad Corridor parallel to the existing Norfolk Southern tracks.  
While rail-with-trails do exist in other places, this is not the most ideal situation.  Additionally, it 
can be difficult to work with the Railroads to obtain permission for this type of shared use trail. 
If the rail line ever becomes inactive, the County or local trail advocacy group should pursue the 
means of obtaining the right-of-way before it is reverted.  
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This proposed shared use trail has the potential to connect with the existing Chautauqua Rail 
Trail via the proposed Brocton to Dunkirk trail.  It would also connect the proposed Fredonia to 
Dunkrik Trail (which has the potential to connect all the way to Warren, PA.), as well as to the 
proposed Dunkirk to Forestville Rail Trail (which connects with Cattaraugus County).

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Dunkirk East and Sheridan, as well as the Village of 
Silver Creek and the City of Dunkirk.

34) Development of a Trail from Martin Road in Jamestown to Frewsburg - This short connector 
trail follows the abandoned Warren and Jamestown Street Railway corridor for just under 2 
miles from Frewsburg to Martin Road south of the City of Jamestown.  At Martin Road, the 
route goes on road to become the Jamestown to East of Frewsburg On-Road Trail, connecting 
to the Jamestown Riverwalk downtown.  This trail also has the potential to connect with the 
proposed Falconer to Warren, PA Trail providing a connection between Jamestown and Warren, 
PA.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Carroll and Kiantone, as well as the City of Jamestown.

35) Development of a Trail from Maple Springs to Cassadaga - The Maple Springs to Cassadaga 
corridor is proposed as a hiking trail traversing nearly 16 miles of existing snowmobile trails.  This 
corridor would connect to the proposed Jamestown to Mayville Rail Trail, Brocton to Bear Lake 
hiking trail, and the rail trail from Falconer to Fredonia (which has the potential to connect Lake 
Erie to the Allegheny Reservoir).

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Ellery and Stockton.

36) Development of a Trail from Dunkirk to Forestville - The Dunkirk to Forestville Greenway 
is proposed as a rail trail along the former Erie Lackawanna Railroad line.  This corridor runs 
approximately 7.5 miles between Dunkirk and Forestville, with a connection to the proposed 
Forestville to Cattaraugus County rail trail and proposed hiking trails to Silver Creek and 
Cassadaga Lakes.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Carroll and Kiantone and the City of Jamestown.

37) Development of a Rail Trail from Forestville, East to Cattaraugus County - This proposed rail 
trail extends from Forestville to Cattaraugus County along the former Erie Lackawanna Railroad 
line.  This corridor would extend approximately 7 miles with a connection to the proposed 
Dunkirk to Forestville rail trail and the proposed hiking trails that extend to Silver Creek and 
Cassadaga Lake.

Associated Municipalities:  The Town of Hanover.
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38) Development of a Trail from Brocton to Bear Lake - The Brocton to Bear Lake greenway is 
proposed as a hiking trail connecting the Brocton Chautauqua Rail Trail, south to Bear Lake, 
including a connection to the SUNY College Lodge. This proposed trail corridor follows existing 
snowmobile trails for nearly 8 miles.

Associated Municipalities:  The Towns of Portland and Stockton.

39) Development of a Trail from Forestville to Irving - The Forestville to Irving greenway is 
proposed as a hiking trail connecting Silver Creek to Forestville, following the existing 
snowmobile routes for nearly 7 miles.  The proposed trail would also connect to the proposed 
Dunkirk to Forestville and Forestville to Cattaraugus County rail trails, and the Cassadaga Lake 
to Forestville hiking trail. 

Associated Municipalities:  The Town of Hanover.

Photo Credit: Michael Kotyk
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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY  
GREENWAY PLAN

ChapteR 3: hoW Do We Get theRe?

Photo Credit: Joan Miles

“The best way to accomplish that 
which is impossible is to do today what 
is possible” 
 
- Paolo Friere



CHAPTER 3: HOW DO WE GET THERE? 114

Photo Credit: Mark Geise

“Nature holds all of the answers - go 
outside and ask some questions - open 
your heart and listen to the response!” 
 
- Amethyst Wyldfyre
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MAKING THE VISION A REALITY – 
IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES & ACTION PLANS
By taking the recommendations presented in this planning 
document to heart, Chautauqua County has the opportunity to:

	Guide growth and development in a sustainable 
manner;

	Improve the economy in the County by enhancing 
tourism opportunities and venues, and by providing 
goods and services to meet the needs of our residents 
and tourists;

	Provide alternative transportation to assist in 
improving air and water quality and to reduce traffic 
congestion;

	Connect its residents and neighborhoods to one 
another, its parks, schools, and cultural and natural 
resources; and

	Conserve natural resources, which provide life 
sustaining functions and create the character of place 
for current and future generations of Chautauqua County residents.

Chapter Organization
This chapter presents recommendations, defines implementation strategies, and recommends a plan 
of action to establish the vision for greenways in Chautauqua County. The strategies recommended to 
achieve the vision are organized into the following subsections:

1) Management Structure
2) Greenway Recommendations

a. Natural System Greenway Corridors
b. Recreation Greenway Corridors

3) Land Conservation Tools
4) Potential Funding Sources

Photo Credit: Michael Kotyk
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Management Structure
There are many options to consider when exploring the appropriate structure for managing greenway 
and trail projects within Chautauqua County.  Further, there will likely be multiple organizations that 
are responsible for managing various aspects of greenways and trails in Chautauqua County.  Before 
assuming we need to create a new organization or agency to implement a specific aspect of greenways 
and trail within the county, our first step is to determine whether an existing organization is capable 
and willing to manage the advancement of a particular project.

The framework identified capabilities within agencies and organizations can vary greatly depending on 
the regulatory, agency, and organizational requirements governing a particular structure.  Therefore, 
it is important that to define the capabilities needed to manage a particular project.  In other words, 
it is imperative to compare the management needs with the capabilities of existing agencies and 
organizations to determine if they have the ability and capacity to meet needs identified: 

1. Organizational and financial administration;
2. Organizational sustainability;
3. Financial sustainability;
4. Administration of volunteers and ability to build and retain pools of volunteers;
5. Ability to secure federal, state, and or municipal funding;
6. Ability to secure foundation funding;
7. Geographic jurisdiction or potential area of jurisdiction;
8. Project planning and design;
9. Partnership and relationship building;
10. Land acquisition, access easement and rights-of-way;
11. Negotiation/equitable ownership;
12. Construction funding;
13. Project mobilization and implementation;
14. Other resources receipt and management (e.g. donated materials or equipment w/ operator);
15. Maintenance capabilities/needs or arrangements for maintenance;
16. Insurance or insurability/risk management;
17. Operations/maintenance funding;
18. Accountability to public interest/fiduciary responsibility to public trust; and
19. Public relations and marketing ability.

It may be the case that additional needs are required to manage greenways in Chautauqua County. 
It is important that they identify them early in the process, and that those needs are discussed with 
potential partners who may assist in managing the implementation of greenways within the County.
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If an agency or organization cannot be identified that can manage greenways in the County , then 
it must be determined if there is potential to establish an organization to provide the management  
needs.  There are many types of management structures, each type providing opportunities and 
limitations regarding their ability to manage greenway projects.

Potential management structures to consider and evaluate include:

	Multi-Municipal Authority - as owner/operator;
	Multi-Municipal Authority - as owner/ with contract operator(s);
	Regional Trail Corporation – 501c3 formed as per Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement 

between corporation and original trail owners or sponsors or municipalities or counties;
	Multi-municipality Authority – as owner/operator;
	Private Community Board of Grassroots Volunteers – with no government involvement;
	Private Non-Profit Supporting Charity;
	Utility-Type Entity – Fee Based;
	Non-Profit Greenways & Trails Partnership - as owner/with contract operators;
	Non-Profit Greenways & Trails Partnership - as owner/with contract local trail chapters as 

operators;
	Non-Profit Greenways & Trails Partnership - as supporting organization with local trail chapters 

as operators;
	Greenways & Trails Partnership - as contract operator w/ counties as owners of segments within 

their jurisdiction;
	County Recreation Authorities – each owns and operates/maintains their segment;
	Private Company – with contracts with each county to design, develop, maintain and operate 

the trail;
	Long-Term Lease for Trail(s);
	Municipal Authority;
	Municipality Owned/Operated;
	Regional Trail Commission – formed as per Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement between 

commission and original trail owners, sponsors, municipalities or counties;
	Regional Trail Land Trust;
	Council of Governments - as owner with local trail sponsors as contract operators; and
	County – as owner of trail easements or right-of-way.

Adapted from Alternative Organizational Models for Multi-County Trails as prepared for the SEDA Council of Governments by Jerry 

Wells, AICP. 
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Greenways & Trails Management Structure for Chautauqua County
To manage the advancement and implementation of the recommendations presented in this plan, the 
project steering committee reviewed and discussed various options, and identified opportunities and 
constraints.  While placing the management of greenways and trails implementation within the County 
is appealing, the committee had concerns that given tough economic times it is not appropriate to 
ask the County to accept this responsibility.  Even if the County was amenable to taking on this task, 
staff resources are being stretched, to accomplish their existing responsibilities.  Therefore, giving the 
County additional projects would only compound their difficulty in keeping up with what they must do.

This being the case, it is recommended a grass roots establish an organization to advance greenways 
in Chautauqua County; however, it is extremely important for the County to maintain involvement in 
greenways and trails initiative.  That said, the County is best suited to provide input to an autonomous 
organization that will be charged with the task of advancing greenways and trails within the County.

Further, it will be beneficial to maintain a public component to provide certain functions, which will 
vary depending on the type and scope of the project.  In general, the public component may:

	Acquire easements and property;
	Hold easements and property;
	Ensure consistent development along corridors which pass through a number of municipalities;
	Insure for general liability; and
	Provide access to government funding.

The non-profit component may:

	Provide access to foundation and corporate giving;
	Organize and conduct fund raising events;
	Organize volunteers;
	Assist with property acquisition;
	Leverage volunteers to provide routine maintenance along trails;
	Leverage volunteers for quarterly work days along trails;
	Organize volunteers to be the eyes and ears of the trails;
	Promote, market and advocate greenways in the County; and
	Build support for the expansion of the trails.

The greenways and trails planning process within Chautauqua County succeeded in capturing the 
attention and participation of various greenway and trail interests within the county.  For the near 
term, we recommend that the momentum established be continued with quarterly meetings of 
representatives of each of the participating organizations, with the goal of working  towards advancing 
the implementation strategies identified in this plan.  It is proposed this group be acknowledged as the 
Friends of Chautauqua Greenways (Friends).
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One of the first steps toward implementation is for the Friends to establish a formal relationship with 
an existing non-profit organization to manage a county-wide effort to implement greenways and trails 
recommendations within the County.  If this cannot be accomplished, then we recommend the Friends 
formalize itself as a 501.c.3 for the same purpose.  

The steering committee suggested two potential organizations that may be willing to discuss 
expanding their roles to include advancing greenways and trails within Chautauqua County.  The 
organizations suggested are the Chautauqua Rails-to-Trails (CRT) and the Chautauqua Region 
Community Foundation (CRCF).

Informal discussions and observations of the CRT indicate their organization and their membership 
have not been as active as they had been in the past, and membership in their organization has 
declined in recent years.  This being the case, they are having difficulty in attracting new members, 
particularly those who are young, enthusiastic, and willing to invest in trails in the county.  From these 
observations, it appears the CRT may see an opportunity to reinvigorate their volunteer base while 
expanding their mission to include greenways and trails of all genres in Chautauqua County.

It is recommended the Friends discuss the potential to partner with the CRT to determine their 
potential to assist in managing the implementation of greenways and trails initiatives proposed in this 
plan.

Within the next 12 to 18 months the Friends should determine if an existing organization will partner 
with them as the 501.c.3 to advance greenways and trails, or if necessary establish their own 501.c.3.  
A 501.c.3 provides access to private and foundation funding opportunities that are not otherwise 
accessible to government agencies.  Therefore, it is critically important to establish a non-profit 
organization to access those funds. 

As of this writing, discussions are underway with the Chautauqua Region Community Foundation 
(CRCF) to use their Non-Endowment Pass Through Account to support the greenway organization until 
which time the Friends can establish a 501.c.3.

Regardless of the organization charged with the responsibility of managing greenways and trails within 
the county, it must represent all greenway and trail interests.  One large organization representing 
multiple interest can be more influential than many smaller organizations working independently.
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Figure 23 shows the potential makeup of such an organization.

Friends of Chautauqua County Greenways

Chautauqua 
County Parks

Chautauqua 
County  

Planning & 
Economic 

Development

Chautauqua 
County  
Visitors 
Bureau

Volunteers / 
In-Kind 

Services

Non-Profit
Organizations

New York
DOT

Conservation
Organizations

New York 
Department of
Environmental 
Conservation

County & 
Municipal
Agencies

Trail Organizations

Partner Organizations

Regardless of the structure and its makeup, there are several key components required to poise the 
organization for success.  These components include:

	Communication:  Just as location is of key importance to real estate, communication is of 
key importance to advancing greenways and trails.  The following recommendations shall be 
considered:
- Hold membership meetings on a regular basis; at a minimum these meetings should occur 

quarterly, but more frequently would be better.
- Use technology to communicate – provide monthly email updates, use email blasts and 

social media posts to get the word out to members and other interested stateholders.
- Communicate not only with existing partners but also with potential partners.  Pick up 

the phone, send email when necessary, and distribute “Need to know info” through a 
customized website, email blasts, social media, or other means;

•	 Build on each other’s’ strengths, within the organization, and externally with partners;
•	 Identify members’ strengths and ask for their assistance;
•	 Identify and establish strategic partnerships;

Figure 23  Friends of Chautauqua County Greenway Proposed Organizational Structure
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•	 Delegate to members and volunteers, and follow up to provide assistance when & where 
needed;

•	 Expect to “return the favor” to those who assist you;
•	 Build Capacity; and:

- Recruit, mentor & train new staff and volunteers and do not “throw them to the wolves”.
- Identify committed volunteers:

o Those who are typically busy;
o Those who are interested in particular area / subject;
o Those who complain – get them involved!

•	 Be Honest about expectations
- How much time do you expect of them per month?
- How many meetings will they be expected to attend?
- How long will the meetings last? 

The Friends of Chautauqua County Greenways should establish committees who can be tasked with 
a specific agenda to advance the implementation of the plan’s greenway recommendations and 
implementation strategies.  Committees may be established around various greenway interests such as:

	Hiking Trails
	Mountain Biking
	Equestrian Activities
	Canoeing/Kayaking
	Rail Trails
	Motorized Recreation (Snowmobile & 

ATVs)

	Conservation
	Watershed
	Fish & Game
	Wildlife & Bird Watching
	Partnerships
	Marketing and Tourism
	Fund Raising

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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Potential Partners
Throughout the course of this study, over 125 potential partners were identified.  These potential 
partners may provide direct or indirect assistance/partnerships in advancing greenways and trails in 
Chautauqua County.  They include agencies and organizations from the following sectors:

	State Government
	County Government
	Municipal Government
	Trail Organizations
	Conservation Organizations
	Snowmobile Organizations
	Bicycling/Mountain Biking Organizations
	Foundations

	Equestrian Organizations
	Boating Organizations
	Fish and Game Organizations
	Birding Organizations
	Watershed Organizations
	Colleges and Universities
	Private Sector (businesses)

These organizations can potentially perform a role in planning, implementing, developing, managing, 
operating, maintaining, and marketing greenways and trails in Chautauqua County.

Appendix	G:		Potential	Partners	identifies each of the agencies/organizations that may be interested 
in participating or assisting in advancing greenways within Chautauqua County.  Their information is 
presented in a tabular format,  providing space to indicate the following:

	If the agency or organization has been contacted;
	Whether or not they are interested in becoming a partner;
	Function/role they would play (their particular asset); and
	Follow-up comments.

Non-Profit Liability
Liability is a concern when we consider a non-profit organization and volunteers undertaking 
development and maintenance activities on behalf of the organization on county, state and private 
lands.

The Volunteer Protection Act of 1997 was enacted into law by the United States Congress for the 
purpose of limiting lawsuits against volunteers serving nonprofit public, private organizations and 
governmental agencies. The Act was passed into law in response to the withdrawal of volunteers from 
service to nonprofit organizations because of liability concerns.

To receive protection under the Act:

1. The volunteer must have been “acting within the scope of the volunteer’s responsibilities” in 
the organization at the time of the act or omission. Therefore, the scope of the volunteer’s 
responsibilities must be clearly defined.
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2. The volunteer is properly licensed, certified or authorized by the appropriate authorities of the 
State for the activities undertaken, if such is “appropriate or required.”

3. The volunteer is not guilty of willful or criminal misconduct, gross negligence, reckless 
misconduct, or “a conscious, flagrant indifference” to the rights or safety of the individual 
harmed.

4. The harm was not caused by the operation of a vehicle, vessel or aircraft where the State 
requires an operator’s license and insurance.

The Act does not apply to an action brought by the organization against the volunteer, nor does it limit 
the liability of the organization itself, to the extent it would otherwise be responsible for the act of the 
volunteer. Furthermore, there may be State imposed conditions, such as:

1. The State may require an organization to “adhere to risk management procedures,” including 
mandatory training of volunteers.

2. The State may make an organization liable for the acts or omissions of its volunteers to the 
same extent as an employer is liable for the acts or omissions of its employees.

3. The State may provide that there is no limitation of liability in actions brought by the State or a 
local government.

4. The state may require the limitation of liability to be contingent upon an organization providing 
a financially secure source of recovery, such as an insurance policy, to pay losses up to a 
specified amount.

Although this Act includes provisions to reduce the liability of volunteers, it is easy to position a case 
to show that it doesn’t comply with the requirements of the Act. Therefore, we recommend the non-
profit organization maintain insurance policies to reduce the organization’s liability.

The website www.guidestar.org provides an excellent overview of potential liability of non-profit 
organizations, and ways to reduce those risks. A variety of insurance policies can be obtained to assist 
in defending liability claims when they arise, including:

•	 Nonprofit Directors and Officers Insurance;
•	 Property Insurance;
•	 General Liability Insurance with volunteers as insured and abuse/

molestation coverage;
•	 Automobile Insurance with employees and volunteers as Insured and non-

owned auto liability;
•	 Accident Insurance to cover injuries incurred by volunteers; and 
•	 When considering insurance policies, consult an attorney who can advise 

the organization on the types and amounts of insurance that should be 
purchased.
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Furthermore, the organization’s policies must comply with child protective service laws and child 
labor laws for the State of New York.  Such laws require certain clearances to be obtained before an 
employee or volunteer can be in contact with minors, and limits what type of work can be performed 
by minors.

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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Action Plans and Implementation Strategies
This section includes Action Plans and other pertinent information that will assist the Chautauqua 
County Department of Planning & Economic Development, the Chautauqua County Parks Department, 
Friends of Chautauqua County Greenways, partners, and other potential partners in tracking progress 
on the implementation of the greenway and trail recommendations.   The Action Plans should be 
frequently reviewed and updated as the plans recommendations are implemented.  Further, it is 
recommended that the Chautauqua County Planning & Economic Development Department staff 
meet on a quarterly basis with all potential partners to review, discuss, update, and revise the 
implementation strategies as necessary in response to management, operations, financial, and 
economic development conditions of the County and its municipalities.

The Action Plan includes implementation strategies for:

	Active Living/Alternative Transportation; 
	Conservation of Natural Resources;
	Connectivity and Trail Development;
	Management, Operations, and Maintenance;
	The World’s Learning Center;
	Leadership; and,
	Marketing & Tourism.

Each table includes the following information:

•	 Description of the implementation strategies

•	 Priority
- Immediate ........... within 0 to 12 months
- Short ................... 1 to 3 years
- Medium  .............. 3 to 5 years
- Long  ................... 5 years plus

•	 Potential Lead - agency/organization proposed to lead the implementation of the strategy.  The 
agencies/organizations have not been formally contacted.  They need to be approached to 
determine their willingness to lead the implementation of the strategy.

•	 Potential Partners - agencies and organizations that may be in a position to provide assistance 
with implementing the strategy - refer to Figure 25: Responsible Parties and Potential Partners Key 
on the following pages.

Figure 24:  Action Plan Diagram
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Figure 25: Potential Leads and 
Potential Partners Key

Organization Abbreviation
Chautauqua County CC
Chautauqua County Soil and 
Water Conservation District

CCSW

Chautauqua County Equestrian 
Committee

CCEC

Chautauqua County Health 
Department

CCHD

Chautauqua County Health 
Network

CCHN

Chautauqua County Hiking 
Club

CHC

Chautauqua County Parks 
Department

CCPD

Chautauqua County Planning & 
Economic Development

CCPED

Chautauqua Rails to Trails CRTT
Chautauqua Institution CI
Chautauqua Lake Association CLA
Chautauqua Lake Partnership CLP
Chautauqua County Visitors 
Bureau

CCVB

Chautauqua Region 
Community Foundation

CRCF

City of Jamestown Planning 
Department

CJPD

Concord Grape Belt Heritage 
Association

CGBHA

County of Chautauqua 
Industrial Development Agency

CCIDA

Cycling Underground CU
Friends of Chautauqua County 
Greenways

FCCG

Great Lakes Seaway Trail GLST
Harris Hill Mountain Biking Club HHMBC
Jamestown Audubon JA
Jamestown Community 
College

JCC

Figure 25: Potential Leads and 
Potential Partners Key

Organization Abbreviation
Jamestown Renaissance Corp JRC
Lake Country Bike LCB
Local Equine Organizations LEO
Local Municipalities MUNI
Local Volunteers LV
Local Watershed Organizations LWO
New York Bicycling Coalition NYBC
New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation

NYSDEC

New York State Department of 
Transportation

NYSDOT

New York State Department of 
Health

NYSDoH

New York SeaGrant NYSG
Northern Allegheny Mountain 
Biking Association

NAMBA

Northern Chautauqua 
Community Foundation

NCCF

NYS Office of Parks Recreation 
& Historic Preservation

NYSOPRHP

Off Highway Vehicle 
Organizations

OHV

Private Bicycle Shops PBS
Private Outfitters PO
Regional Health Providers RHP
Roger Tory Peterson Institute RTPI
School Districts SD
Snowmobile Clubs SC
Southern Tier West Regional 
Planning and Development 
Board

STW

SUNY - Fredonia SUNYF
SUNY - Jamestown SUNYJ
USDA Rural Development USDA
Western NY Mountain Biking 
Association

WNYMBA
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Active Living/Alternative Transportation Action Plan 
Goal One:   Active Living/Alternative Transportation Goals

(a) Work corroboratively with organizations to complete mutually beneficial projects;
(b) Integrate trails and active living into the everyday life of the county’s residents;
(c) Create paved shared use paths as alternative active transportation and recreation 

corridors; and
(d) Advocate and promote Complete Streets, Safe Routes to Schools, and Walkable 

Community concepts.

With the signing of the New York State Complete Streets bill into law, “Complete Streets” design 
principles will be considered on all New York State Department of Transportation (DOT) projects and 
local and county projects which receive both federal and state funding. “Complete Streets” principles 
facilitate improved joint use of roadways by all users, including pedestrians, motorists, and bicyclists, 
as well as promote a cleaner, greener transportation system with reduced traffic congestion and the 
resulting air pollution. Design features may include sidewalks, bicycle lanes, crosswalks, pedestrian 
control signalization, bus pull outs, curb cuts, raised crosswalks, ramps, and traffic calming measures.

The Chautauqua County Health Network (CCHN) has established a five year initiative, the Chautauqua 
County Creating Healthy Places to Live, Work, and Play (CHP), funded by the New York State Department 
of Health to prevent obesity, type 2 diabetes, and other chronic diseases. Work is underway to address 
the ongoing need for sustainable policy, environment, and systems changes to support improved 
physical and nutritional health.

 CHP  Strategies include:

	Creating, rehabilitating and maintaining safe and accessible parks and recreational facilities.
	Developing transportation policies and environmental changes to ensure that streets are safe, 

accessible, and convenient for all users of roadway.
	Creating community gardens.
	Promoting the creation and use of farmers markets, food hubs and community kitchens.
	Exploring the feasibility of establishing grocery stores in food deserts.

Partner organizations should coordinate and work in conjunction with the CCHN to promote Active 
Living and Alternative Transportation measures consistent with advancing the greenways and trails 
recommendations.  These implementation strategies, potential leads, potential partners, and priorities 
are indicated in Figure 26 on the following page.  Examples of organizations promoting and providing 
active living opportunities include:

Walls are Bad .........................................................................................................www.wallsarebad.com
Venture Outdoors ...............................................................................................................www.wpfi.org
Get Outdoors York! .........................................................................................................www.goyork.org



CHAPTER 3: HOW DO WE GET THERE? 128

Figure 26: Active Living/Alternative Transportation Implementation Strategies 

Strategy Description
Priority

Potential
Leads

Potential 
Partners

Completed
I S M L

AL-1

Work with bicycle shops, outfitters, 
canoe/kayak shops, etc. to promote and 
encourage active living opportunities.

on-going CCHN, CCHD, 
NYSDOT, FCCG

Local 
Businesses

AL-2

Develop and promote active living 
campaign to increase awareness of 
and participation in the many outdoor 
recreation amenities within Chautauqua 
County.

on-going CCHN, CCHD, 
NYSDOT, FCCG, 
CCPED, CCIDA

RHP, SD

AL-3
Advocate / educate to establish Safe 
Routes to Schools within Chautauqua 
County

P P P FCCG, CCHN, 
SD, MUNI

RHP

AL-4

Educate, promote, and encourage 
adoption of local Complete Street 
Policies in Jamestown, Sherman, 
Mayville, & Cherry Creek.

P CCHN, CCHD, 
NYSDOT, FCCG

CCPED, 
NYSDoH, 

MUNI

AL-5
Prepare Pedestrian & Bicycle Plan for 
the City of Jamestown

P CCHN, CJPD JRC

AL-6

Review and revise policies and 
ordinances within the Cities of 
Jamestown and Dunkirk Villages of 
Falconer, and Fredonia, to incorporate 
Complete Streets concepts and 
pedestrian and bicycle friendly 
development.

P P FCCG CCHN, 
CCPED, 
MUNI

AL-7

Evaluate feasibility of establishing paved 
off-road trail connecting Chautauqua 
Institution, Mayville, Westfield, to 
Barcelona Harbor Trail corridor as 
identified in the Westfield Connections 
Plan.

P FCCG, MUNI, CI CCPED, CRTT, 
STW, GLST, 

CHC, SC, 
LEO, NYBC, 

LCB, CU, 
CLP, CGBHA, 

CCVB

AL-8
Conduct Trail Town feasibility study & 
implement Trail Town recommendations 
for the Village of Sherman

P FCCG, Village 
of Sherman

CCPED, JCC

AL-9

Educate, promote, and encourage 
adoption of local Complete Street 
Policies in Dunkirk, Falconer, Westfield, 
Fredonia, Frewsburg, Irving, Forestville, 
Lakewood, Gerry, Bemus Point, & 
Clymer.

P CCHN, CCHD, 
NYS DOT, FCCG

CCPED, 
NYDH
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Figure 26: Active Living/Alternative Transportation Implementation Strategies

Strategy Description
Priority Potential

Leads
Potential 
Partners

Completed
I S M L

AL-10

Prepare Safe Routes to School plan and 
implementation strategies for Jamestown 
City, Falconer, and Frewsburg School 
Districts.

P SD, MUNI, 
CCHN

CCPED

A-11
Evaluate feasibility of completing the 
Chadakoin Park Trail (Jamestown River 
walk Extension)

P MUNI, CCHN, 
FCCG

CCPED, JRC, 
CRCF, PBS

AL-12

Evaluate existing bicycle routes for 
potential share the road/bike lane 
improvements and official bicycle route 
designations.

P FCCG, MUNI, 
NYSDOT

CCPED

AL-13
If feasible secure funding and complete 
Chadakoin Park Trail (Jamestown River 
walk Extension)  

P

AL-14
Prepare Safe Routes to School plan and 
implementation strategies for Dunkirk and 
Fredonia School Districts.

P SD, MUNI, 
CCHN

CCPED

AL-15
Conduct study to quantify the health 
and wellness benefits of active living 
opportunities in the County.

P CCHN, FCCG NYSDoH, 
CCHD

AL-16
Evaluate feasibility of establishing 
paved off-road trail from Lakewood to 
Jamestown.

P MUNI, CJPD CCPED, CCHN, 
PBS, FCCG, 

LCB, JRC, JCC

AL-17

Evaluate feasibility of establishing paved 
off-road trail/bicycle lanes from Jamestown 
River walk to Mason Industrial Park.

P MUNI, CJPD CCPED, CCHN, 
PBS, FCCG, 

LCB, JRC

AL-18
Evaluate Feasibility of establishing paved 
rail trail between Falconer to Frewsburg.

P FCCG, CRTT, 
MUNI

CCPED, CCHN, 
PBS

AL-19
Evaluate Feasibility of establishing paved 
rail trail between Fredonia to Dunkirk.

P FCCG, CRTT, 
MUNI

CCPED, CCHN, 
PBS, NCCF

AL-20

Identify non-profit partner and funding 
who will provide active recreation 
programming and equipment to assist in 
getting residents of all ages and skill levels 
to experience the outdoors/active lifestyle.

P FCCG CCHN, CRTT, 
JRC, CRCF, 

NCCF

AL-21

Educate, promote, and encourage 
adoption of local Complete Street 
Policies in Sheridan, Cassadaga, Panama, 
Sinclairville, & Brocton.

P CCHN, CCHD, 
NYSDOT, FCCG

CCPED, 
NYSDoH, 

MUNI
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Figure 26: Active Living/Alternative Transportation Implementation Strategies

Strategy Description
Priority Potential

Leads
Potential

Leads
Completed

I S M L

AL-22

Review and revise policies and 
ordinances within the Villages of 
Westfield, Frewsburg, Ripley and 
Brocton, to incorporate Complete 
Streets concepts and pedestrian and 
bicycle friendly development.

P FCCG CCHN, 
CCPED, 
CCIDA,
MUNI

AL-21
Prepare Safe Routes to School plan and 
implementation strategies for Westfield,  
Brocton, and Ripley School Districts.

P SD, MUNI, 
CCHN

CCPED

AL-23

If feasible secure funding and develop 
paved off-road trail from Lakewood to 
Jamestown.

P MUNI, CJPD CCPED, 
CCIDA, 

CCHN, PBS, 
FCCG, LCB, 

JRC, JCC

AL-24

If feasible secure funding and develop 
paved off-road trail from Jamestown 
River walk to Mason Industrial Park.

P MUNI, CJPD CCPED, 
CCIDA CCHN, 

PBS, FCCG, 
LCB, JRC, JCC

AL-25
If feasible secure funding and develop 
paved  rail trail between Falconer to 
Frewsburg.

P FCCG, CRTT, 
MUNI

CCPED, 
CCIDA, 

CCHN, PBS

AL-26
If feasible secure funding and develop 
paved  rail trail between Fredonia to 
Dunkirk.

P FCCG, CRTT, 
MUNI

CCPED, 
CCHN, PBS, 

NCCF

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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Conservation of Natural Resources Action Plan

Goal Two:   Conservation of Natural Resources
(a) Foster public/private partnerships for the conservation of natural resources;
(b) Educate decision-makers on the benefits of conserving natural resources;
(c) Educate the public on the benefits of conserving natural resources; and
(d) Develop and promote model conservation ordinances and easement agreements.

These implementation strategies, potential leads, potential partners, and priorities are as provided in 
Figure 27 below.

Model Easement Agreements can be obtained from:

Conservation Easements ................................. http://conserveland.org/modelconservationeasements
Public Access Easements .......................................................http://conserveland.org/modeleasements 
Other Model Agreements ...............................................................  http://conserveland.org/modeldocs

Figure 27: Conservation of Natural Resources Implementation Strategies

Strategy Description
Priority Potential

Leads
Potential 
Partners

Completed
I S M L

CNR-1

Identify potential partner and site to 
implement and promote sustainable 
development best practices i.e. pervious 
parking, bioswales, rain gardens, riparian 
buffers, green roofs, wind and solar 
energy, rain water harvesting and reuse, 
etc.

P P P

FCCG, LWO, 
CCSW

CCPED, 
CCIDA, 
YMCA, 

RTPI, JA, 
JCC, SUNYF, 

MUNI, 
USDA

CNR-2
Evaluate, educate, and promote 
adoption of natural resource protection 
ordinances in local municipalities.

P P FCCG, CCPED, 
CCIDA, 

NYSDEC, CCSW

LWO, JCC, 
SUNYF, 
USDA

CNR-3
Develop and promote model 
conservation ordinances and easement 
agreements.

P FCCG, CCPED, 
CCIDA, 

NYSDEC, CCSW

LWO, JCC, 
SUNYF, 
USDA

CNR-4

Evaluate feasibility of acquiring 
conservation easements from willing 
property owners for Chautauqua Lake 
watershed protection - along lake & 
tributaries.

P P P

LWO, CLP, CLA

FCCG, 
CCPED, 
CCIDA, 
USDA, 
CCSW
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Figure 27: Conservation of Natural Resources Implementation Strategies

Strategy Description
Priority Potential

Leads
Potential 
Partners

Completed
I S M L

CNR-5

Evaluate potential to acquire easements/
properties from willing property owners 
to conserve wooded hillsides and 
ridgelines within the proposed ridgeline 
overlay district.

P P P

LWO

FCCG, 
CCPED, 
CCIDA, 
CCSW, 

NYSDEC

CNR-6

Evaluate potential to acquire easements/
properties from willing property owners 
conservation easements to protect the 
Lake Erie Bluffs.

P P P
NYSG, FCCG, 

CCPED, CCIDA, 
NYSDEC, CCSW

MUNI, 
USDA

CNR-7

Evaluate opportunities to educate and 
promote the establishment of agriculture/
conservation easements within the 
proposed Vineyard Overlay District.

P P P
FCCG, CCPED, 

CCIDA

LWO, CCSW, 
MUNI, 
USDA

CNR-8
Educate and promote adoption of 
Ridgeline Overlay District within local 
municipalities.

P P
FCCG, CCPED, 

CCIDA
LWO, CCSW, 

MUNI

CNR-9
Educate and promote adoption of 
Vineyard Overlay District within local 
municipalities.

P P
FCCG, CCPED, 

CCIDA
LWO, CCSW, 

MUNI

CNR-10
Educate and promote adoption of Erie 
Bluff Conservation Overlay District.

P P
NYSG, FCCG, 

CCPED, CCIDA

LWO, CCSW, 
USDA, 
MUNI

CNR-11

Educate and promote adoption of 
Natural Systems Greenway corridors 
as Strategic Land Conservation Plan 
for Chautauqua County watershed 
associations.

P P

LWO, FCCG
CCPED, 
CCIDA, 

NYSDEC

CNR-12
Educate and promote qualified 
conservation contributions in accordance 
with IRS Code Section 170(h).

P P
LWO, FCCG

NYSDEC, 
USDA

CNR-13

Conduct educational seminars in local 
municipalities regarding the value of the 
proposed exceptional priority natural 
system greenway corridors.

P

FCCG, LWO
CCSW, 
MUNI

CNR-14

Explore potential for acquiring 
conservation easements within the 
proposed exceptional priority natural 
system greenway corridors.

P P P

FCCG, LWO CCSW

CNR-15

Conduct educational seminars in local 
municipalities regarding the value of 
the proposed significant priority natural 
system greenway corridors.

P

FCCG, LWO CCSW
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Figure 27: Conservation of Natural Resources Implementation Strategies

Strategy Description
Priority Potential

Leads
Potential 
Partners

Completed
I S M L

CNR-16

Explore potential for acquiring 
conservation easements within the 
proposed significant priority natural 
system greenway corridors.

P P

FCCG, LWO CCSW

CNR-18

Conduct educational seminars in local 
municipalities regarding the value of the 
proposed high priority natural system 
greenway corridors.

P

FCCG, LWO CCSW

CNR-19

Explore potential for acquiring 
conservation easements within the 
proposed high priority natural system 
greenway corridors.

P

FCCG, LWO CCSW

Priority for implementation of natural system greenway corridors should be given to those associated with 
conserving and expanding conservation efforts within and around state forests, wildlife management areas, natural 
preserves, steelhead streams, lakes, reservoirs, bays and harbors, gorges, beaches, shorelines, and migratory bird 
routes.

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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Connectivity and Trail Development Action Plan

Goal Three: Connectivity and Trail Development
(a) Maintain and upgrade the existing trail system (priority no. 1);
(b) Evaluate land/water based trails, re-route non-sustainable trails in a sustainable 

manner, or abandon non-sustainable trails that cannot be made sustainable; 
(c) Create/enhance/foster recreation hubs throughout County, i.e., Cockaigne Ski Resort, 

Peek’n Peak, Camp Onyashsa, etc.;
(d) Create looped trail systems, both locally and at the County level, i.e., a Chautauqua 

Loop Trail that connects the east and west overland trails at the north and south 
ends thereby circling Chautauqua Lake;

(e) Connect urban areas to the countryside;
(f) Establish a network of cross-country skiing, winter hiking, and snowshoeing trails;
(g) Connect trails to housing so that homeowners have access to the trails and other 

recreation resources;
(h) Plan, design, and implement trail mapping, electronic wayfinding and signage 

programs;
(i) Provide trails for all users:  hikers, bikers, equestrians, canoers/kayakers, 

snowmobilers, and atvers;
(j) Establish inter-county and inter-state connections;
(k) Evaluate the feasibility of providing camping opportunities to accommodate the use 

of long distance trails and green space;
(l) Retain property and/or purchase additional property for trail and trailhead 

development;
(m) Reduce maintenance requirements by adopting, educating, and promoting a ‘Leave 

No Trace’ philosophy; and
(n) Integrate industrial, commercial, and residential development initiatives with the 

Greenway Trail network.

These implementation strategies, potential leads, potential partners, and priorities are as indicated in 
Figure 28 on the following pages.

Resources for evaluating and improving economic development opportunities associated with trails 
can be found at the Great Allegheny Passage Trail Town Program -  www.trailtowns.org.
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Figure 28: Connectivity & Trail Development Implementation Strategies

Strategy Description
Priority Potential

Leads
Potential 
Partners

Completed
I S M L

CTD-1

Negotiate with WNY RR to acquire public 
access along inactive rail line for rail with 
trail in downtown Jamestown to connect 
river walk to Chadakoin Park Trail.

on-going CJPD State and 
Federal 

Legislative 
Support, 
CCPED, 

CCIDA, CCHN, 
FCCG

CTD-2

Suspend promotion, and remove signage 
from the Cassadaga Water Trail north 
of Interstate 86 until it can be properly 
maintained.

P CCPD

CTD-3
Develop Boutwell Hill State Forest to 
Cockaigne Equestrian Trails

P FCCG, CCPED, 
CCIDA

LEO

CTD-4
Develop the proposed Harris Hill 
Mountain Bike Trail Extension.

P HHMBC, 
WNYMBA, 

NAMBA

CCPED, CCVB, 
NYSDEC, 

CCPD

CTD-6
Acquire easements/property to connect 
Jamestown Audubon to proposed PA 
State Line to Frewsburg Trail.

P FCCG, JA CCPED, CRTT, 
CCIDA

CTD-7

Evaluate options and alternatives for 
creating loops at the southern and 
northern terminus’ of the Earl Cardot 
Eastside Overland Trail.

P CCPD CCPED, 
CCIDA, 

WNYMBA, 
NAMBA, CHC, 

SC

CTD-8

Evaluate options and alternatives for 
creating loops at the southern and 
northern terminus’ of the Fred J. 
Cusimano Westside Overland Trail.

P CCPD CCPED, 
CCIDA, 

WNYMBA, 
NAMBA, CHC, 

SC

CTD-9

Evaluate the feasibility, and where 
feasible develop implementation 
strategies to establish the proposed 
exceptional priority recreation greenway 
corridors.

P FCCG CCPED, 
CCIDA, 

CRTT, STW, 
CCHN,CHC, 
SC, NYBC, 

LCB, CU, CLP, 
CGBHA, CCVB

CTD-10

Evaluate and acquire public easements/
access along the proposed Chautauqua 
Institution to Barcelona Harbor Trail 
corridor as identified in the Westfield 
Connections Plan.

P VM, TW, TC, 
CI

CCPED, 
CCIDA, CRTT, 
STW, GLST, 

CHC, SC, 
LEO, NYBC, 

LCB, CU, CLP, 
CGBHA, CCVB
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Figure 28: Connectivity & Trail Development Implementation Strategies

Strategy Description
Priority Potential

Leads
Potential 
Partners

Completed
I S M L

CTD-12

Evaluate feasibility and potential for 
expanding equestrian trail system north 
to Canadaway WMA, south to Harris 
Hill State Forest, and east to Pine Hill 
Equestrian Trail in Cattaraugus County.

P FCCG CCPD, CCPED, 
CCIDA, 

NYSDEC, LEO

CTD-12
Implement recommendations to expand 
equestrian trail system, if feasible.

P FCCG CCPD, CCPED, 
NYSDEC, LEO

CTD-13
Confirm and legally document the right 
to public access along the proposed PA 
State Line to Falconer Trail corridor.

P CRTT MUNI

CTD-14

Determine Alternative Routes and 
Feasibility of Routes to complete the 
Chadakoin Park Trail (Jamestown River 
walk Extension)

P CJPD CCHN, JRC

CTD-15

Explore potential for private or public 
private mountain bike park at Cockaigne, 
Peak-n-Peak, and/or other location(s) 
to include trails, skills park and free ride 
trails.

P HHMBC, 
WNYMBA, 

NAMBA

CCPED, 
CCIDA, CCVB, 

NYSDEC, 
CCPD

CTD-16

Plan, design and construct non-
motorized water access’ in Jamestown 
east and west of dam near Washington 
Street - to allow portage around dam.

P FCCG, CJPD CCHN, FCCG, 
local paddlers

CTD-17

Upon securing public access, develop 
trail  along the proposed Chautauqua 
Institution to Barcelona Harbor Trail 
corridor as identified in the Westfield 
Connections Plan.

P FCCG, MUNI, 
CI

CCPED, 
CCIDA, CRTT, 
STW, GLST, 

CHC, SC, 
LEO, NYBC, 

LCB, CU, CLP, 
CGBHA, CCVB

CTD-18

Evaluate the feasibility, and where 
feasible develop implementation 
strategies to establish the proposed 
significant priority recreation greenway 
corridors.

P FCCG CCPED, 
CCIDA, 

CRTT, STW, 
CCHN,CHC, 
SC, NYBC, 

LCB, CU, CLP, 
CGBHA, CCVB

CTD-19

Where feasible develop the proposed 
exceptional priority recreation greenway 
corridors.

P FCCG CCPED, 
CCIDA, 

CRTT, STW, 
CCHN,CHC, 
SC, NYBC, 

LCB, CU, CLP, 
CGBHA, CCVB
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Figure 28: Connectivity & Trail Development Implementation Strategies

Strategy Description
Priority Potential

Leads
Potential 
Partners

Completed
I S M L

CTD-20

Improve, acquire/establish access 
points, and provide amenities along the 
proposed PA State Line to Falconer Trail 
corridor.

P FCCG, CRTT MUNI

CTD-21

Upon identifying and partnering with 
land manager, develop single track trails, 
skills park, and free ride trails.

P HHMBC, 
WNYMBA, 

NAMBA

CCPED, 
CCIDA, CCVB, 

NYSDEC, 
CCPD

CTD-22
Evaluate feasibility of establishing 
Chadakoin River Water Trail as part of 
the Marden Cobb Waterway Trail.

P CJPD, CCPED, 
CCIDA, FCCG

JRC, CCVB, 
CLP, PO

CTD-23
Evaluate Feasibility and potential for 
establishing Chautauqua ORV Riding 
Area.

P FCCG, OHV CCPED, 
CCIDA, CCPD, 

CCVB

CTD-24
Improve/upgrade tread surface of 
Chautauqua County Rail Trail.

P P CCRT FCCG, LV

CTD-25

Evaluate the feasibility, and where 
feasible develop implementation 
strategies to establish the proposed  high 
priority recreation greenway corridors.

P FCCG CCPED, 
CCIDA, 

CRTT, STW, 
CCHN,CHC, 
SC, NYBC, 

LCB, CU, CLP, 
CGBHA, CCVB

CTD-26

Where feasible develop the proposed 
significant priority recreation greenway 
corridors.

P FCCG CCPED, 
CCIDA, 

CRTT, STW, 
CCHN,CHC, 
SC, NYBC, 

LCB, CU, CLP, 
CGBHA, CCVB

CTD-27

Where feasible develop the proposed 
high priority recreation greenway 
corridors.

P FCCG CCPED, 
CCIDA, 

CRTT, STW, 
CCHN,CHC, 
SC, NYBC, 

LCB, CU, CLP, 
CGBHA, CCVB

CTD-28
Implement recommendations to 
establish Chautauqua ORV riding area, if 
feasible.

P FCCG, OHV CCPED, 
CCIDA, CCPD, 

CCVB
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LAND TRAIL IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES
Taking a trail from concept through implementation can be a daunting task to a trail volunteer who 
may be responsible for its implementation. Acknowledging this, the following is a step-by-step process 
that helps define the tasks required to advance the implementation of a trail.

1. Identify the potential corridor and any alternate route(s).

2. Estimate the demand for the proposed trail. Will it connect local or regional population centers? Will 
the demographics of the area support use of the trail?

3. Conduct research using the County geographic information system (GIS) and in the County 
Courthouse to gain an understanding of who owns the property:

Rail	Corridors
a. If it is held by a railroad, contact the railroad to determine if it is likely to be abandoned in 

the near future – if it is currently owned by the railroad, then there is potential to rail bank 
the corridor. Rail banking must be done in accordance with under the jurisdiction of the 
Federal Surface Transportation Board (STB) and/or under the jurisdiction of the New York 
State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT).

b. If the property is owned by numerous individuals, it is likely that the corridor has reverted 
back to private ownership. To confirm this, title research must be completed so a legal 
opinion on the ownership status can be rendered. If ownership is unclear, one must assume 
the property has reverted back to the adjacent property owners until proven otherwise.

Public/Quasi	Public/Private	Corridors
a. Contact land owner/manager to discuss the concept of the proposed trail and to identify 

issues or concerns, and gauge level of interest in securing public access through written 
agreement, easement, or other mechanisms.

4. Document the benefits of the proposed trail, including: economic, transportation, recreation, 
health, wellness, establishing partnerships, and quality of life improvements.

5. Meet with local municipal officials to discuss your proposal, review the potential alignment, and 
discuss the benefits the proposed trail can provide to the area.

6. Meet with property owners and the general public to solicit input and determine whether property 
owners will support or oppose the proposed trail. For the initial meeting, it is important to listen 
and identify concerns, issues, and misunderstandings of what the trail is proposed to be and how it 
may impact their property. With this information, you can tailor the concept for the trail to respond 
to the issues, concerns, and needs of property owners.  Furthermore, by understanding any false 
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pretenses they may have, you can prepare to respond to demonstrate what a trail is and what it 
will do, and what a trail isn’t and what it will not do at a second meeting with property owners. Ask 
for permission to go onto their property so you can get a better understanding of their concerns. 
Document this request in writing by having them complete a form at the public meeting.

7. Evaluate the corridor to determine the likelihood of physically establishing a trail corridor. Do not go 
onto any corridor without permission of the current property owner(s) as you will be trespassing.  
For portions of the trail you do not have permission to access, utilize aerial photography and other 
geographic information resources to complete a thorough desktop analysis. Meet with willing 
property owners, as required, to allay fears and discuss particular concerns and alignments.

8. Prepare a concept plan for the trail to identify the potential alignment, respond to land owner 
issues and concerns where possible, and develop an estimate of probable construction costs.

9. Develop management, operation, and security strategies for the continued operation of the trail.

10. Many agencies will be leery of your proposal unless you can demonstrate that there is a long term 
commitment from property owners, volunteers, and other stakeholders that long-term care can be 
provided for the proposed trail.

11. Complete a financial analysis to project the capital and operating costs for the proposed trail, and 
prepare a plan to show how those costs will be covered. Also, project the estimated economic 
impact of the proposed trail utilizing data collected from existing trails that are similar in nature to 
the trail being proposed.

12. Meet with the property owners and the general public a second time to present the proposed 
concept plan, and review the proposed recommendations for property acquisition; trail alignment; 
trail development; and trail management, operations, and security. Collect input for proposed 
recommendations, and determine where you have support and where you do not have support for 
the development of the proposed trail. Determine if logistical portions of the trail can be advanced 
to demonstrate the impacts of the trail and to build support for extensions to the trail.

13. Based on the input received, determine whether there an identified demonstration project is 
feasible and whether it can be implemented.

14. Secure rights for public access to the demonstration segment of the proposed trail. 

15. Complete final design, prepare construction documents, and obtain required permits for the 
construction of the proposed demonstration segment.
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WATER TRAIL IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES
In her thesis completed in 2002, “Case Studies of Water Trail Impacts on Rural Communities”, Lindsy 
Johnson provides the following recommendation for developing a successful water trail.
Rural communities interested in water trail development should be aware of impacts on local culture, 
the environment, and businesses. Negative impacts can be mitigated if the community is supportive of 
water trail development and there is dedicated management.

The following recommendations should help project leaders plan, organize, and create facilities for 
water trails, while minimizing impacts on rural communities.

Planning	and	Organizational	Needs
1. A shared vision for a water trail is a goal that community members believe in and are willing to work 

towards. Dedicated local support for a goal-oriented project will sustain local water trail benefits. 
A dedicated group of volunteers is key to water trail success. A water trail must be advocated and 
maintained locally if the community will reap economic and social benefits.

2. Address landowner and citizen concerns through outreach to the community early in the project. 
A designated contact person should respond quickly and accurately to suggestions, concerns, and 
other comments. A pre-opening/pre-construction trail paddle will allow community members to see 
the proposed blueway for themselves.

3. Solidify funding, planning, and overall water trail management with clear leadership and goals. 
These factors should be considered before marketing a water trail.

4. Investigate local goals, norms, and land use patterns that are inconsistent with the water trail vision 
or threaten the integrity of a paddling experience. Tourism development in rural areas will have 
social implications including increased land values.

5. Explore partnership opportunities and apply for grants and offers of assistance. Local officials, 
government agencies, businesses, and the community should commit to water trail project goals. 
Successful water trails are the result of a cooperative effort between an active citizen group, a 
responsive public agency, and a supportive community, all of whom share a vision for the trail. 
Partner with lodging, eating and drinking, retail sales, and recreational services businesses.

6. Host events to advertise the trail, build support, and draw new volunteers. Noteworthy events such 
as water trail grand openings and annual paddling festivals provide excellent opportunities to make 
contact with the community, present accurate information, and generate positive media attention.

Infrastructure	Needs
1. Designate and provide signage for legal access points and public land at reasonable intervals along 

the greenway corridor to minimize landowner concerns.
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2. Promote ‘leave no trace’ ethics or provide adequately maintained facilities to mitigate 
environmental impacts from improperly disposed human waste, garbage, and litter.

3. Improve access to parking at river put-ins. Information and access are the two primary issues for 
improving trail system usage.

4. Manage a river experience. The quality of the natural environment and uncrowded river conditions 
are important to paddlers. These aspects of the river experience are vital for all management 
actions.

5. Explore the history of waterways, and interpret these stories to paddlers in creative ways. Trail 
users often have an interest in the history and environment of the community and can help to 
support museums, nature centers, and other cultural assets. The interpretation of history and 
linkages with the past is a marketable concept.

6. Offer a variety of accessible activities. Paddlers are often interested in easy access to downtowns, 
restaurants, campgrounds, bed and breakfast establishments, outdoor recreation experiences, 
and learning about local history and culture. Successful paddle destinations offer diverse activities 
with a wide variety of opportunities. Overnight trips are key for increasing economic impact and 
attracting users from a larger area.

Photo Credit: Mark Geise



CHAPTER 3: HOW DO WE GET THERE? 142

Management, Operations, and Maintenance Action Plan

Goal Four: Management, Operations, and Maintenance
(a) Develop a new model for creating, maintaining, and advocating for resources 

for trails, parks, and waterways such as partnering with established service 
organizations, creating a non-profit friends organization, or other means;

(b) Identify dedicated funding sources to sustain greenway system;
(c) Evaluate current maintenance practices, and institute sustainable management/

maintenance practices to create trails and parks that require little or no maintenance;
(d) Improve maintenance of existing trail network;
(e) Evaluate and improve maintenance of existing water trail network;
(f) Improve intergovernmental cooperation for the water trails between municipalities, 

counties, and states; and
(g) Codify management, operations, and maintenance policies and procedures.

These implementation strategies, potential leads, potential partners, and priorities are as indicated 
in Figure 29 below.  Appendix	H:		Model	Management	&	Maintenance	Plans provides resources for 
developing of management and maintenance plans for Chautauqua County Greenways.

Examples of volunteer organization promoting and providing volunteer water trail clean-up initiatives:

Allegheny River Clean-up .....................................................................www.alleghenyrivercleanup.com
Conewango Creek Watershed Association .................................................. www.conewangocreek.org

Figure 29: Management, Maintenance, and Operations Implementation Strategies

Strategy Description
Priority Potential

Leads
Potential 
Partners

Completed
I S M L

MMO-19
Advocate for establishing dedicated 
funding for greenways within 
Chautauqua County

on-going FCCG all greenway 
partners

MMO-1

Formalize Greenway Plan Committee 
as implementation committee for 
Greenways recommendations.

P CC, CCPED, 
CCIDA

all greenway 
partners

MMO-2

Establish policies and procedures 
to guide work of the Chautauqua 
Greenway Implementation Committee.

P CC, CCPED, 
CCIDA

all greenway 
partners

MMO-3

Evaluate potential of existing non-
profit organizations to meet the need 
of a Friends of Chautauqua Greenways 
organization.

P CC, CCPED, 
CCIDA

CCHN, CRCF
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Figure 29: Management, Maintenance, and Operations Implementation Strategies

Strategy Description
Priority Potential

Leads
Potential 
Partners

Completed
I S M L

MMO-4

Identify and implement sustainable 
improvements to reduce annual 
maintenance costs of the Fred J. 
Cusimano Westside Overland Trail.

P CCPED, CCIDA, 
CCPD

CHC, SC, 
NAMBA, 

WNYMBA, LV

MMO-5

Identify and implement sustainable 
improvements to reduce annual 
maintenance costs of the Earl Cardot 
Eastside Overland Trail.

P CCPED, CCIDA, 
CCPD

CHC, SC, 
NAMBA, 

WNYMBA, LV

MMO-6

Identify and implement sustainable 
improvements to reduce annual 
maintenance costs of the Luensman 
Overview Park.

P CCPED, CCIDA, 
CCPD

 LV

MMO-7

Identify and implement sustainable 
improvements to reduce annual 
maintenance costs of the Erlandson 
Overview Park.

P CCPED, CCIDA, 
CCPD

LV

MMO-8

Identify and implement sustainable 
improvements to reduce annual 
maintenance costs of the Abe Mattison 
Millrace Park Trail.

P CCPED, CCIDA, 
CCPD

LV

MMO-9

Establish Other Powered Mobility 
Devices Policies for trails within 
Chautauqua County.

P CCPED, CCIDA, 
CRTT

all trail 
partners

MMO-10

Prepare business / financial plan 
for Friends of Chautauqua County 
Greenways.

P FCCG SUNYJ, 
SUNYF, 
CCPED, 

CCIDA, CRCF

MMO-11

Explore potential for FCCG start-up and 
greenway coordinator funding.

P FCCG CCPED, 
CCHN, RHP, 
NYSOPRHP, 

CRCF

MMO-12

Enter into agreement with existing 
non-profit, or establish new non-profit 
organization to fundraise, build and 
maintain pool of volunteers, and assist 
with implementation of greenway 
recommendations.

P FCCG, CC CRCF, CCHN
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Figure 29: Management, Maintenance, and Operations Implementation Strategies

Strategy Description
Priority Potential

Leads
Potential 
Partners

Completed
I S M L

MMO-13

Formally establish Friends of 
Chautauqua County Greenways to 
oversee, guide, direct, and implement 
recommendations of the greenway plan.

P CC CCPED, 
CCIDA, CCPD

MMO-14
Identify and Implement sustainable 
improvements to the Chautauqua 
County Rails to Trails.

P CRTT CHC, SC, 
NAMBA, 

WNYMBA, LV

MMO-15

Adopt Trail Management Plan for 
all trails within Chautauqua County 
establishing consistent policies and 
guidance for use, management, 
maintenance, operations, and 
protection of persons and property.

P FCCG CCPED, 
CCIDA, all 
trail and 

greenway 
partners

MMO-16

Establish volunteer policies and waivers 
of liability.

P FCCG CCPED, 
CCIDA, all 
trail and 

greenway 
partners

MMO-17

Provide training for volunteers 
interested in maintaining and 
constructing trails within Chautauqua 
County.

P FCCG CCPED, 
CCIDA, all 
trail and 

greenway 
partners

MMO-18
Evaluate and build upon failures and 
successes of early implementation 
strategies.

P FCCG all greenway 
partners

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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The World’s Learning Center Action Plan

Goal Five: The World’s Learning Center
(a) Integrate active learning opportunities with active living opportunities;
(b) Promote environmental education;
(c) Communicate the history of the landscape and the communities; and
(d) Promote opportunities for learning within the County.

These implementation strategies, potential leads, potential partners, and priorities are as indicated in 
Figure 30 below.

Figure 30: The World’s Learning Center Implementation Strategies

Strategy Description
Priority Potential

Leads
Potential 
Partners

Completed
I S M L

WLC-1
Partner with local agencies and organiza-
tions to develop nature based programs 
within Chautauqua County.

On-going FCCG
all greenway 

partners

WLC-2
Connect active learning opportunities 
into active living opportunities.

On-going FCCG

CI, RPTI, JCC,   
SUNYF, JA, 

YMCA, PO, PBS, 
RHP, CCHN, SD

WLC-3
Promote environmental education op-
portunities.

On-going FCCG

CCSW, SD, JCC, 
SUNYF, CCVB, 

WO, CRCF, 
NCCF, CLA, CLP

WLC-4

Partner with local outfitters, bike shops, 
equestrian facilities, etc. to provide out-
door activity programs focused on skill 
development.

On-going FCCG

PO,  PBS, SC, 
JCC, SUNYF, CI, 

WNYMBA, 
NAMBA, CRTT, 

NYBC, LCB, 
HHMBC, CU

WLC-5

Partner with local outfitters, bike shops, 
equestrian facilities, etc. to provide 
outdoor activity programs focused on 
providing a learning experience centered 
around Chautauqua County culture, his-
tory, and heritage.

On-going FCCG
all greenway 

partners
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Leadership Action Plan

Goal Six: Leadership
(a) Create a Friends of Chautauqua Greenways stakeholder group to establish goals and 

advocate for resources;
(b) Formalize delivery and implementation strategies of greenways development 

between the County and its partners;
(c) Pursue resources corroboratively;
(d) Foster partnerships between conservation and recreation organizations, public 

agencies, landowners, private sector companies, local municipalities, and dedicated 
individuals;

(e) Promote, educate, and facilitate Trail Town concepts in local business districts; and
(a) Promote, educate, and facilitate Activity Hub concepts to identified landowners.  

These implementation strategies, potential leads, potential partners, and priorities are as indicated in 
Figure 31 below.

Northcentral Pennsylvania Greenways ..............................................www.ncentralgreenways.com
Allegheny River Clean-up ...............................................................www.alleghenyrivercleanup.com

Figure 31: Leadership Implementation Strategies

Strategy Description
Priority Potential

Leads
Potential 
Partners

Completed
I S M L

LI-1

Publicize and educate municipal officials 
and community leaders of the value of 
greenways in Chautauqua County via 
presentations, website, email blasts, 
social media, etc.

on-going FCCG CCVB

LI-2

Conduct educational outreach efforts 
to local businesses, and private sector 
companies on the value of active 
living/alternative transportation and 
active living/alternative transportation 
opportunities.

on-going FCCG CCVB, CCHN, 
CCHD

LI-3

Greenway Coordinator to meet 
semiannually with parallel organizations 
to foster partnerships/determine 
opportunities for collaboration.

on-going FCCG partner 
organizations
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Figure 31: Leadership Implementation Strategies

Strategy Description
Priority Potential

Leads
Potential 
Partners

Completed
I S M L

LI-4

Meet annually with municipalities located 
along the  Fred J. Cusimano Westside 
Overland Trail to update status, identify 
opportunities, issues, or concerns.

on-going FCCG CCPED, 
CCIDA, CCPD

LI-5

Meet annually with municipalities 
located along the Earl Cardot Eastside 
Overland Trail to update status, identify 
opportunities, issues, or concerns.

on-going FCCG CCPED, 
CCIDA, CCPD

LI-6

Meet annually with municipalities 
located along the Chautauqua County 
Rails` to Trails to update status, identify 
opportunities, issues, or concerns.

on-going CRTT FCCG

LI-7

Meet annually with municipalities 
located along the Conewango Creek 
Water Trail to update status, identify 
opportunities, issues, or concerns.

on-going FCCG, LWO CCPED, 
CCIDA, 

CCPED, PO

LI-8
Promote Greenway plan concepts and 
recommendations to community leaders 
and residents.

on-going FCCG, CCVB CCPED, 
CCIDA, CCHN

LI-9

Explore and identify potential sources of 
funding to fund a greenway coordinator 
to provide professional guidance and 
direction.

P FCCG, CCVB CCPED, 
CCIDA, CCHN, 
JRC, NYSDEC, 
NYSOPRHP, 
JCC, SUNYF, 
CRCF, NCCF

LI-10

Apply for funding to hire greenway 
coordinator.

P FCCG CCPED, 
CCIDA, CCHN, 
JRC, NYSDEC, 
NYSOPRHP, 
JCC, SUNYF, 
CRCF, NCCF

LI-11

Hire greenway coordinator to assist in 
advancing greenway recommendations 
and implementation strategies.

P FCCG CCPED, 
CCIDA, CCHN, 
JRC, NYSDEC, 
NYSOPRHP, 
JCC, SUNYF, 

RHP

LI-12
Educate and promote trail town concepts 
in local cities and villages.

P P CCPED, CCIDA, 
CCVB

FCCG

LI-13
Conduct study to quantify the economic 
benefits of trail development in the 
County.

P JCC, SUNYF CCPED, CCVB
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Marketing & Tourism Action Plan

Goal Seven: Marketing & Tourism
(a) Promote Chautauqua County’s outdoor opportunities locally, regionally, and 

nationally with the Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau, and the Chautauqua County 
Chamber of Commerce, the local media and other entities;

(b) Promote an enhanced water trail network;
(c) Establish unified standards for trails through signage and marketing efforts;
(d) Cross promote greenways and trails with other tourism promotion activities such as 

the Lake Erie Concord Grape Belt Heritage Area, Lake Erie Wine Country, Chautauqua 
Lake Erie Art Trail and Great Lakes Seaway Trail;

(e) Collaborate with regional providers to market to broader audience;
(f) Evaluate and pursue opportunities to partner promotional efforts with the private 

sector; and
(g) Develop a centralized database of active recreation opportunities and promote them 

through social media and an interactive website.

The proposed implementation strategies, potential leads, potential partners, and priorities are as 
indicated in Figure 32 on the following page.

Examples of maps and guides:

• Cattaraugus County Geotrail ... http://enchantedmountains.com/trails/geotrail-western-new-york
• Susquehanna Greenway Driving Tour..... .................................... http://susquehannagreenway.org/

middle-susquehanna-greenway-driving-tour
• PA Fish and Boat Commission Water Trails ...http://fishandboat.com/watertrails/trailindex.htm#21

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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Figure 32: Marketing & Tourism Implementation Strategies

Strategy Description
Priority Potential

Leads
Potential 
Partners

Completed
I S M L

MT-1

Cross promote greenways with other 
tourist promotion activities such as 
Lake Erie Concord Grape Belt Heritage 
Area, Lake Erie Wine Country, Great 
Lakes Seaway Trail, and others.

on-going CCVB all greenway 
partners

MT-2

Meet biannually with greenway 
advocates and providers to focus 
marketing and tourism efforts.

on-going CCVB all greenway 
partners

MT-3
Develop and market tourist based 
geocaching trails and experiences.

on-going FCCG CCVB, LV

MT-4

Develop and implement marketing 
campaign(s) focused around worlds 
learning center, mecca for outdoor 
recreation, greenways, and trails.

on-going CCVB JCC, SUNYF, JA, 
RTPI, YMCA, CI, 

PO

MT-5
Market, promote, and build 
membership of the Friends of 
Chautauqua Greenways

on-going FCCG CCVB, PO, 
CCPED, CCIDA

MT-6
Evaluate and pursue opportunities to 
partner promotional efforts with the 
private sector.

on-going FCCG PO

MT-7

Educate and provide lodging facilities 
with information and resources to 
make their clientele aware of, and to 
direct them to Chautauqua County’s 
greenways.

P FCCG, CCVB

MT-8 Design logo and website for FOCG P FCCG JCC, SUNYF

MT-9
Update County GIS database to reflect 
existing and proposed greenway 
opportunities

P CCPED, 
CCIDA, CCVB

FCCG, LWO, 
NYSDEC, JCC, 

SUNYF

MT-10
Develop interactive web-based 
greenway search tool for CCPED and 
CCVB websites to utilize.

P CCPED, 
CCIDA, CCVB

FCCG, LWO, 
NYSDEC, JCC, 

SUNYF

MT-11

Establish wayfinding, trailhead, trail 
information, and interpretive sign 
standards for Chautauqua County 
Greenways.

P FCCG, CCVB CCPED, CCIDA, 
CCPD

MT-12
Improve mapping and marketing 
efforts for the Marden Cobb 
Waterway Trail.

P CCVB NYSDEC, CCPED, 
CCIDA, FCCG, 

PO, LV

MT-13
Upgrade destination logs to 
incorporate trackable QR codes.

P FCCG CCVB



CHAPTER 3: HOW DO WE GET THERE? 150

Potential Funding Sources
Over 60 potential funding opportunities have been identified through this planning process, including: 
federal, state, and non-profit programs.  A representative sampling of these resources include:

• Federal Conservation Reserve Programs
• U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resource Conservation Service Programs
• Federal Transportation Enhancements
• Appalachian Regional Commission Programs
• New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Programs
• New York State Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation Programs
• Great Lakes Protection Fund
• North Chautauqua Community Foundation
• Chautauqua Region Community Foundation

Appendix	I:		Potential	Funding	Sources	contains a comprehensive list of the potential funding sources, 
and includes a brief description of funding programs, and contact information for potential partners 
that may be able to assist with funding various aspects of implementing the recommendations 
contained within this plan.

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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POTENTIAL DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS
As a result of inventory, analysis, and public participation completed for this plan, 40 potential 
recreation greenway trails, 20 proposed natural system corridors, 20 proposed trail towns, 13 
proposed hubs, and 6 proposed activity hubs are being proposed.  In addition, there are over one 
hundred potential implementation partners recommended for consideration of advancing the 
recommendations of the plan.  

Identifying Potential Demonstration Projects
In chapter 2, the criteria for prioritizing Chautauqua County’s greenways are discussed.  Furthering that 
effort, this chapter establishes criteria for determining which of the priority greenway segments serve 
as the most appropriate demonstration segments, or “high priority demonstration projects”.  

The criteria for greenways demonstration projects is defined as follows:

A	Greenways	Demonstration	Project	should:

1) Create momentum for future expansion of the greenways system

2) Be destination-oriented

3) Attract both local and regional use/attention

4) Increase awareness of the presence and benefits  of local natural resources

Potential demonstration projects are those projects which may be more readily achievable with fewer 
challenges to overcome for implementation.  These demonstration projects are also projects that 
would be ideal, based on their potential to generate economic impact and target a large user base.  
They are identified in Figure 33 on the following page.

For purposes of implementation, potential partners for each project have been identified.  These 
potential partners are agencies and organizations who may be able to assist in some capacity with the 
implementation of the proposed projects.  The list of potential partners identified under each project is 
not exclusive as additional partners may be identified in the future.
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Figure 33

Figure 33:  High Priority Demonstration Projects Map

Chautauqua County Greenways
High Priority Demonstration Projects
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High Priority Demonstration Projects
A list of ten high priority demonstration projects, developed using the criteria above, was presented 
at public meetings held in September of 2011.  At these meetings, the public was asked to rank the 
proposed projects based on impact on the community, ease of project completion, potential for 
economic impact, and highest value for healthy living.

The table below lists the results of the rankings exercise undertaken at each of the public meetings by 
all meeting attendees.  The key field in the table corresponds to the map on the previous page.

Figure 34: Potential Demonstration Projects - Public Meeting Ranking

Key Project Jamestown Dunkirk Total
1 Overland Trails Maintenance Improvements 81 53 134
2 East & West Side Overland Trail Loops 61 65 126
3 Chautauqua Institution to Barcelona Harbor Trail 51 74 125
4 Pennsylvania State Line to Falconer Trail 92 27 119
5 Growing Mountain Biking in Chautauqua County 48 69 117
6 Chadakoin Park Trail (Jamestown Riverwalk Extension) 91 24 115
7 Friends of Chautauqua Greenways 54 44 98
8 Sherman Trail Town Study 50 26 76
9 Equestrian Trail System Expansion 25 47 72
10 Chautauqua County ATV Park 38 20 58

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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1)	 Overland	Tails	Maintenance	Improvements

Project: Maintenance and management recommendations for the Overland Trails.

Municipalities: Towns of Gerry, Ellington, Cherry Creek, Charlotte, and Arkwright.

Description:  This project would entail the assessment of the existing maintenance and 
management of Chautauqua - managed trails, making recommendations for future maintenance 
and management improvements, and for the implementation of the recommended 
improvements.
 
Potential Partners: Chautauqua County, Chautauqua County Hiking Club, Chautauqua Lake 
Snowmobile Club, Lake Effect Trailbreakers, New York Bicycling Coalition, Lake Country Bike, 
Cycling Underground, Chautauqua Lake Partnership, and Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau.

2)	 East	&	West	Side	Overland	Trail	Loops	

Project: Create loop trails at the end of both the 
East Side and West Side Overland trails to improve 
upon the out and back trail user experience.

Municipalities: The Towns of Arkwright, Charlotte, 
Chautauqua, Cherry Creek, Clymer, Ellington, Gerry, 
Harmony, North Harmony, Sherman, and Villenova.

Description: Create short loops at the ends of the 
north and south termini of both the East and West 
Side Overland Trails so that trail users don’t have 
to turn around to do an out and back.  These trails 
should be created within the existing DEC property.
 
Potential Partners: Chautauqua County, the Towns 
of Arkwright, Charlotte, Chautauqua, Cherry 
Creek, Clymer, Ellington, Gerry, Harmony, North Harmony, Sherman, and Villenova, Chautauqua 
County Hiking Club, Chautauqua Lake Snowmobile Club, Lake Effect Trailbreakers, New York 
Bicycling Coalition, Lake Country Bike, Cycling Underground, Chautauqua Lake Partnership, and 
Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau. 
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3)	 Chautauqua	Institution	to	Barcelona	Harbor	Trail 

Project: Implement recommendations from the 
Westfield Connections Plan with an additional 
connection to the Chautauqua Institution.

Municipalities: Village and Town of Westfield, the 
Village of Mayville and the Town of Chautauqua.

Description: The Westfield-Chautauqua Greenway, as 
proposed in the Westfield Connections Plan, is a trail 
that interconnects the various neighborhoods and 
parks of the town and village with the linear landscape 
of Chautauqua Creek, accessing Chautauqua Gorge.  
This trail would follow along the historic rail and 
trolley rights-of-way, as well as along rural roads 
that make their way through the countryside and 
vineyards.  

The greenway in Westfield would allow residents and 
tourists to travel from the village to Barcelona Harbor and the Lake Erie shore, or south to the 
Village of Mayville and the Chautauqua Lake shore.  

The additional connection would extend south from the existing Chautauqua Rails to Trails 
corridor along Route 394 to Chautauqua Institution.  This connection would enable seasonal 
visitors to the Institution to access the Villages of Mayville and Westfield, as well as Barcelona 
Harbor, utilizing a recreational trail.
 
Potential Partners: Chautauqua Rails to Trails, Southern Tier West Regional Planning and 
Development Board, Chautauqua County, Town of Chautauqua, Chautauqua Institution, Village 
of Mayville, Town of Westfield, Village of Westfield, Great Lakes Seaway Trail, Chautauqua 
County Hiking Club, Chautauqua Lake Snowmobile Club, Lake Effect Trailbreakers, New York 
Bicycling Coalition, Lake Country Bike, Cycling Underground, Chautauqua Lake Partnership, 
Concord Grape Belt Heritage Association, and Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau.
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4)	 Pennsylvania	State	Line	to	Falconer	Trail 

Project: Develop a multi-use trail from the Pennsylvania 
State Line to Falconer. 

Municipalities: Towns of Carroll, Ellicott, and Poland as 
well as the Village of Falconer.

Description:  This trail would follow the former 
New York Central railroad corridor, now owned by 
Chautauqua Rails to Trails, from the PA state line to the 
Village of Falconer passing through Frewsburg.

To the south, this trail would connect to the North 
Warren Trail to connect to Warren, PA.  Future 
extensions to the north could take the trail through 
Sinclairville and Cassadaga into Fredonia. Additional 
future connections could include a spur to the 
Jamestown Audubon Center on Riverside Road.
 
Potential Partners: Chautauqua Rails to Trails, Jamestown Audubon Society, Chautauqua County, 
Town of Ellicott, Town of Carroll, Town of Poland, Village of Falconer, Chautauqua County Hiking Club, 
Chautauqua Lake Snowmobile Club, Lake Effect Trailbreakers, New York Bicycling Coalition, Lake 
Country Bike, Cycling Underground, Holly Loft Ski and Bike, Jamestown Cycle Shop, Chautauqua Lake 
Partnership, and Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau.

Photo Credit: Mark Geise
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5)	 Growing	Mountain	Biking	in	Chautauqua	County

Project:  Solidify the sport of mountain biking in 
Chautauqua County by capitalizing on what is in place, 
increasing trail mileage, and growing the economic 
impact the sport and its enthusiasts would produce for 
the County.

Municipalities: Town of Gerry, Town of Cherry Creek, 
Town of Villenova and Village of Cherry Creek.

Description: Two main shared use trails exist: the West Side and East Side Overland Trails.  These 
trails are, for the most part, on State Forest Land yet maintained by Chautauqua County Parks 
Department staff.  These “out and back” trails have great potential and get a significant amount 
of use from mountain bikers as well as hikers, trail runners, and equestrians.  However, there are 
some design concerns such as fall line layout, trail surface issues, unsustainable surface repairs, 
and poor drainage in some areas that impact the trail and its users.  

There is also the Harris Hill Ext. mountain bike trail system off the southern section of the East 
Side Overland Trail.  This trail system utilizes logging skid routes and single track to create three 
loop trails totaling approximately six miles (as of July 2011).  

Reportedly, there are mountain bike trails in the Long Point State Park area as well.  However, 
it appears that only those who are locals to that area ride these trails, and no map or signage is 
available. It is also unclear if these are official trails.  There is also an area outside of Frewsburg 
known as Woodchuck Hill, which appears to be used only by locals, and it is unknown how and 
by whom these trails were created and maintained.

 Future considerations for growing mountain biking in the county should include:

1. Continue development of the Harris Hill Ext. mountain bike trails.  There is approximately 
another three to four miles flagged for proposed trail creation, which when complete will 
create nine to ten miles entailing four distinct loops.

2. Develop another six to eight mile stacked loop section of mountain bike trails in the Hatch 
Creek State Forest area.  Along the southern boundary of the State Forest is a ravine that  
provides opportunities for contour line, full bench cut trails thus providing for sustainability 
plus the added feature of natural overlooks.
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3. Obtain easements or permission to travel from Chautauqua Road up through the State 
Forest to Bates Road (CR 617) creating a natural bike/hike trail instead of using the Old 
Chautauqua Road and other over the road connectors for the East Side Overland Trail.  
It may also be possible to access the back side of Cockaigne Ski Resort through this 
connection.

4. Create loop trails from the current out and backs of the East Side and West Side Overland 
Trails.  This would decrease impact on trail tread and the various user groups, but would also 
promote better use of current land holdings.

5. Enter into discussions with private landowners and explain that the “General Obligations 
Law” safeguards landowners from liability while individuals are working and recreating on 
their lands.  This will also help to create a continuous natural trail setting for the Overland 
Trails.

Potential Partners:  Southern Tier West Regional Planning and Development Board, Chautauqua 
County, Town of Gerry, Town of Ellington, Town of Charlotte, Town of Cherry Creek, Chautauqua 
Rails to Trails, Northern Allegheny Mountain Bike Association, New York Trail Riders Organization 
of Western New York, Chautauqua County Hiking Club, Chautauqua Lake Snowmobile Club, 
Lake Effect Trailbreakers, New York State Horse Council, Western Chapter NYS Horse Council, 
Chautauqua County Horsemen’s Association, Chautauqua County Trail Riders, Western New 
York Mountain Bicycling Association, Holly Loft Ski and Bike, Jamestown Cycle Shop, Harris Hill 
Mountain Biking Club, New York Bicycling Coalition, Lake Country Bike, Cycling Underground, 
Chautauqua Lake Partnership, Cockaigne Ski Resort, and Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau.

Photo Credit: Thom Wright
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6)	 Chadakoin	Park	Trail	(Jamestown	Riverwalk	Extension) 

Project: Extend the Jamestown Riverwalk from the City 
center through Chadakoin Park along the Chadakoin 
River.

Municipalities: City of Jamestown and Town of Ellicott.

Description: Construct a trail from the terminus of the 
existing Riverwalk in downtown Jamestown along 
the Northeast bank of the Chadakoin River.  This trail 
would follow the former Jamestown, Westfield & 
Northwestern Railroad abandoned electric interurban 
line, and would terminate at Denison Avenue in Ellicott 
Township.
 
Potential Partners: Chautauqua County, City of 
Jamestown, Town of Ellicott, Chautauqua County 
Hiking Club, Chautauqua Lake Snowmobile Club, Lake 
Effect Trailbreakers, New York Bicycling Coalition, Lake 
Country Bike, Cycling Underground, Chautauqua Lake Partnership, and Chautauqua County 
Visitors Bureau, Chautauqua Rails to Trails, Holly Loft Ski and Bike, Jamestown Cycle Shop, and 
Chautauqua Lake Partnership.
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7)	 Friends	of	Chautauqua	Greenways

Project: Create an autonomous organization or 
group to champion the recommendations of the 
Chautauqua County Greenway Trail Plan.

Municipalities: All municipalities.

Description: This “Friends” group would set 
priorities, lobby for support, and pursue funding 
to implement projects.
 
Potential Partners: Representation would be 
sought from all trail-related organizations, groups, 
non-profits, businesses and local governments 
within Chautauqua County.

8)	 Sherman	Trail	Town	Study 

Project: Sherman Trail Town Feasibility Study.

Municipalities: Village/Town of Sherman.

Description: Complete a feasibility study to determine the 
potential to develop and promote the Village of Sherman 
as a Trail Town.
 
Potential Partners: Chautauqua County, Town of 
Sherman, Chautauqua Rails to Trails, Chautauqua County 
Hiking Club, Chautauqua Lake Snowmobile Club, Lake 
Effect Trailbreakers, New York Bicycling Coalition, Lake 
Country Bike, Cycling Underground, and Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau.

Photo Credit: Michael Kotyk
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9)	 Equestrian	Trail	System	Expansion 

Project: Build on the planned network of equestrian 
trails in Cherry Creek.

Municipalities: Towns of Gerry, Ellington, Cherry Creek, 
Charlotte, and Arkwright.

Description: Determine routes for extending equestrian 
trails north out of Boutwell State Forest to Canadaway 
Creek Wildlife Management Area, south from Cockaigne 
Ski Area to Harris Hill State Forest and Hatch Creek 
Wildlife Management Area, and east through Cattaragus 
County to the Pine Hill Equestrian Trail.
 
Potential Partners: Chautauqua County, Town of 
Chautauqua, Chautauqua Institute, Village of Mayville, 
Town of Westfield, Village of Westfield, Great Lakes 
Seaway Trail, Tri-County Trail Riders, Inc., Chautauqua County Hiking Club, Chautauqua Lake 
Snowmobile Club, Lake Effect Trailbreakers, New York Bicycling Coalition, Lake Country Bike, 
Cycling Underground, Chautauqua Lake Partnership, Lou Eibl Corral, Bits n’ Spurs, Cherry Creek 
Snowgoers, NYS Horse Council, and Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau.

10)	Chautauqua	County	ATV	Park	

Project: Develop an ATV park and trail system in 
Chautauqua County.  It has been communicated by 
county-wide ATV enthusiasts that there needs to 
be more places and more opportunities to ride all-
terrain vehicles in the County.

Municipalities:  To be determined

Description: The first step would be to approach 
the riders in Chautauqua County to form a ATV 
riders group, and complete a feasibility study to 
determine the details of the ATV initiative, including 
the best location for an ATV Park and trail system. 

Potential Partners: Chautauqua County, Tri-County Trail Riders, 
Chautauqua Lake Snowmobile Club, Lake Effect Trailbreakers, New York State Off Road Vehicle 
Association and Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau.

Photo Credit: John Buerkle
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