SEPTEMBER 2015

¢ Excessive phosphorus entering the Lake
from septic systems and four publicly
owned treatment works (POTWs)
(Chautauqua Heights, Chautauqua Utility
District, North Chautauqua Lake, and
South & Center Chautaugua Lake)
Public health risk from ineffective septic
systems

Algal blooms and weed growth beyond
healthy levels

Blue-green algae (Cyanobacteria) blooms
Threatening Lake recreation, aquatic life,
aesthetic appeal, potable water source,
public health, and economic benefits

New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)
United States Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA)

In 2004, the North and South basins of
Chautauqua Lake were both added to
the NYSDEC Clean Water Act Section

303(d) list of impaired water bodies that do

not meet water quality standards due to
phosphorus impairments.

The Lake was evaluated in 2012 and

a total maximum daily load (TMDL) for
phosphorus was issued by EPA and
NYSDEC. The TMDL identified numerous
sources of phosphorus and targeted
dramatic reductions in phosphorus

wasteloads from wastewater treatment
plants and septic systems by 2018. TMDL
recommends municipal sewer expansion.

* An Integrated Sewage Management Plan

(Plan) for the Lake was developed, which
focuses on the four point sources (POTWSs)
and existing septic systems

The County created a Sewer Agency in
May 2015 to implement recommendations
from the Plan

North Chautauqua Lake Sewer District
developed an engineering study to extend
public sewers and upgrade POTW at a
cost of $31 million

South & Center Chautauqua Lake Sewer
District developed an engineering study to
extend public sewers and upgrade POTW
at a cost of $42 million

Chautauqua Utility District is upgrading
their facility at a cost of $8 million

The Department of Health and Human
Services has initiated a County-wide
program to begin inspecting septic
systems adjacent to the Lakes in 2016
and are developing policies to assist
homeowners with corrective measures
where public sewers are being pursued

Funding through grants and low interest
loans are being pursued to make future
sewer projects affordable to the public.

For more information, including documents
referenced, please go to:
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