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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
Office of Emergency Services 

2 Academy Street 
Mayville, New York 14757 

November 5, 2019   4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

PRESENT: Doug Bowen, Dick Patton, Jeff Gossett, Brad Bentley, Bernie Auer, John Penhollow, Rick 
Ketcham, Ted Bogdan, Dave Pihl 
ABSENT: John Frey, Bruno Bruni, Kathleen Dennison 
OTHERS: Don McCord, Melissa Keller 

Administration / Organization 

MINUTES Chairman Bowen called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the 
November Planning Board Meeting. 
 
Chairman Bowen asked if there was a motion to approve the minutes of the 
September 10th and October 1st, 2019 Planning Board (“Board”) meeting.  Dick Patton 
made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Ted Bogdan and 
approved by the Board unanimously.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

CORRESP. Correspondence was received from Villenova residents, requesting a copy of the 
Planning Board’s decision on the Ball Hill Wind Project referral.  A copy of the letter was 
sent to the residents along with a draft of the September 10th meeting minutes. 
 
The Planning Department received a copy of the Final Public Involvement Program Plan 
(PIP) for the South Ripley Solar Project from ConnectGen Chautauqua County LLC 
(ConnectGen). 

PRIVILEGE 
OF FLOOR 

None. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Zoning 
Referral Log 

Rick Ketcham moved to approve the Zoning Referral Log as presented.  The motion was 
seconded by Dick Patton and passed unanimously.   

Farmland 
Protection 
Planning 
Grant – NYS 
Department 
of 
Agriculture 
and Markets 

Melissa Keller – Earlier this year we applied for a Farmland Protection Planning Grant 
through the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets.  This September we 
received notification that we have been awarded this grant in the amount of $50,000.  
We have also received a grant from the Chautauqua Region Community Foundation for 
$30,000.  We did apply for a grant with the Northern Chautauqua Community Foundation 
as well but we were not selected.  Our Farmland Protection Plan was initially done in 
2001.  These grants will allow us to update the information in the plan to reflect the 
current state of agriculture in our County, allow us to identify challenges our farmers 
face, and allow us develop strategies to keep agriculture viable.   
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Capital 
Projects 
Funding for 
2020 

Rick Ketcham – For the first one, Roads and Bridges, why was the request to the County 
3.4 million if, at the end of the day, the County only gives $758,293 and six million 
suddenly become available?   
 
Brad Bentley – That six million dollar figure incorporates a couple of different funding 
streams.  It includes PAVE NY, DMV fees, and CHIPS.  I don’t know if the 3.4 million makes 
up that number, but I can tell you they cut $850,000 out from last year.  Last year we had 
$850,000 for Complete Streets.  That’s why it went from seven million to 6.15 million.  We 
are effectively funded at what we were last year, minus the Complete Streets funded. 
 
Don McCord – Of the projects presented, there were fourteen projects that were not 
funded at all. 
 
Melissa Keller – You won’t see on this spreadsheet the vehicles that were requested.  The 
Sheriff’s Office included their vehicles in capital budgeting process.  The Office of 
Emergency Services and the Health and Human Services Department both requested 
vehicles, but they will be leased in 2020.  The Department of Public Facilities will be testing 
the lease program and will be leasing nine of their vehicles. 
 
Rick Ketcham – It seems like the lease program has been moving forward.  Is it a done 
deal? 
 
Brad Bentley – Yes, the deal is done and it is with Enterprise.  There were a number of 
vendors that came in with proposals as a part of the RFP process, and Enterprise was the 
one that was selected.  The implementation is what we’re handling now, and it varies from 
department to department.  We’re doing a trial run with nine vehicles and we’ll see what 
the total cost of ownership looks like.   
 
Rick Ketcham – I was under the impression that it was going to come back to us before a 
decision was made.  We spent a fair amount of time last year looking at it and putting 
forth questions we wanted asked. 
 
Don McCord – I don’t think it came back to this Board.  Enterprise was the one that came 
and presented at least a year ago over in Fredonia.  
 
Rick Ketcham – If the decision has been made, then so be it.  I would like to see the basis 
on which the decision was made and what the numbers are.  It would be nice to see in 
three years or so down the road, how the numbers compared to the projection.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Old Business 
Livability in 
Chautauqua 
County 

Melissa Keller – We discussed this topic at our last meeting but would like to bring those 
who were not here up to speed.  Mike had left us with a work plan for the year with 
items for the Board to address.  This list included net population loss for the county, 
retaining young people, and getting new people involved in the community.  Don and I 
have been exploring this livability concept and thought that it addressed all three of 
these areas.  Last week, we discussed what quality of life factors we thought to be  
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Livability in 
Chautauqua 
County 

important and that discussion has been summarized in the list before you.  We wanted to 
present the question again and ask you what quality of life characteristics you believe to 
be important. 
 
Rick Ketcham – If I’m recruiting a physician to come up to the hospital, quality dining 
options might be a quality of life factor for them.  I think having decent restaurants is a 
quality of life issues for some.  It is different for everyone though. 
 
Doug Bowen – I think quality of life is all encompassing for a lot of issues, but I think 
there’s something to be said for having a friendly neighborhood. 
 
Bernie Auer – I think another thing people look for is for places of worship, however they 
worship.  Another thing to consider is the importance of schools.  When I think about it, 
the people we’re closest to are those whose kids were in sports with our kids or those 
who go to our church. 
 
Dave Pihl – I’d add outdoor recreation.  We have a lot of great outdoor recreational 
opportunities in our County. 
 
Melissa Keller – Another piece of this is being able to age in place.  We’ve been looking at 
some of the numbers and we were interested in seeing the age breakdowns for the 
County as a whole.  We also looked at what the age breakdown would be after backing 
out the County’s more urban areas – Jamestown, Dunkirk, and Fredonia.  The estimates 
for 2017 show that, in Chautauqua County, those sixty years of age and over made up 
about 26% of the population.  Backing out the urban areas, those sixty years of age and 
over made up about 28%.  Nationally we see that our population is aging.  New York State 
has become the first Age-Friendly State.  This is a designation given by AARP and the 
World Health Organization.  This effort is an initiative to both encourage livable 
communities and aging in place.  We want to ensure that as people grow older they are 
able to stay active and stay in their communities.  With that, what we do to help the 
older population will help those that are younger as well.  We wanted to have this 
conversation with you and discuss these initiatives and we begin to formulate a work 
plan for next year. 
 
Rick Ketcham – If the State has been designated, might that mean there is money 
available?  
 
Melissa Keller – We’re not quite sure yet, but this is an initiative of the Governor’s.  Don 
and I have been to a couple of events related to this and the presenters seem to believe 
that this will be a focus of grant opportunities in the future. 
 
Rick Ketcham – I think it might if we’re designated.  We talk about Complete Streets and 
making our communities more walkable - that’s a part of this.  We can look into things 
that would make our communities more livable and identify those grant opportunities.  
There may be opportunities within those to work toward it and put it in the work plan. 
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Livability in 
Chautauqua 
County 

Don McCord – If you look at the CFA requirements for the 2019 process, you will see that 
there are questions regarding livability.  It has already been in the grant application for 
2019 to get you extra points, so we foresee it being a part of applications in the future. 
 
Rick Ketcham – Maybe we can educate our communities so they can see that.  Maybe 
they know it already, but maybe they don’t. 
 
Don McCord – This is fairly new and I think while some communities may have heard the 
term, they might not know it’s part of the REDC package now. 
 
Dave Pihl – One question I have is, why is our population going down?  It’s not because of 
crosswalks, that’s not why we’re losing people.  It might help to keep people here, but it’s 
not why they’re leaving. 
 
Ted Bogdan – I would add having good companies to the list.  If you have good 
companies it will boost your middle class, bring people in that have assets and abilities, 
and keep people here.  It’s difficult for these 25 year olds to find jobs here unless they 
want to work in manufacturing. 
 
Dave Pihl – I’ve been on the Workforce Development Board for seventeen years now and 
that’s all you hear is manufacturing.  That’s not what kids are talking about.  They’re 
talking about what college they’re going to go to and what city they’re going to go to. 
 
Doug Bowen – On the flip side, livable communities can draw those companies here. 
 
Don McCord – You’ve heard the term, especially if you’re on the Workforce Development 
Board, the silver tsunami.  If you look at the numbers we gave you, these are 2017 
numbers and these are high numbers.  If you’re over sixty, you’re heading toward 
retirement and that workforce piece doesn’t really apply for these people.  The problem 
is that if you look at the number of people age fifty-five to fifty-nine - we’re almost three 
years out from that - once we get to 2022, we could increase that over sixty number to 
30-34% in the County overall and up to 37% in the rural areas.  One of the challenges 
when we talk about population loss is that we need to see who we actually lost.  Is it the 
younger or older people that we’re losing?  As we look at the volume of people that are 
going to be over the age of sixty in the next ten years, how many of them are going to 
choose to go to a warmer climate or move with their relatives?  Sometimes social 
security or retirement payment ends up being like a third-party income, that represents a 
large amount of wealth that then also leaves the County.  This makes it that much harder 
for the restaurants, barber shops, and other businesses to support themselves and 
support the quality of life factors for everyone else.  If you have a young person here and 
they have to drive thirty miles to get a hair cut, they’re not going to want to stay here.  
The question to this Board is, is this something we want to get ahead of?  The reason we 
don’t come to you with a specific work plan and say that we need to do these specific 
things is because this subject is so broad.    
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Livability in 
Chautauqua 
County 

Rick Ketcham – I guess we’d have to look at which factors we really think we have any 
control over.  If there are a few that we feel we could influence, we can focus on those.  
We have to look at what’s in our control and what we can really influence. 
 
Don McCord – That’s what we’re really beginning to wrestle with.  We’re going to need 
other partners, whether it is Office of the Aging (OFA) or the Health Network, to work 
with us on this.  The subject is so broad that we need to narrow it down to identify what 
role we play.  For example, our OFA does a great job and I wouldn’t want to take over the 
task of Meals on Wheels – that’s not our role.  On the other hand, if some of the zoning 
codes locally aren’t friendly to things like accessory dwelling units, and those would keep 
people here, that’s something we should advocate to change.  One of the things we 
talked about, if the Board is interested, is possibly asking the folks at Findley Lake to 
speak with you.  We can also see if the AARP State representative can come out and talk 
to us.   
 
Doug Bowen – Is there a Livability Plan that anyone has developed?  New York State has 
the designation because they’ve started to look into it, it didn’t look like they have a plan 
yet. 
 
Don McCord – It really is about saying that you’re going to work towards this.  We’ll take 
direction from the Board, whatever your decision is. 
 
Rick Ketcham – It’d be great to have the State come and talk with us. 
 
Doug Bowen – Every community has different needs.  They would each have a different 
approach. 
 
Don McCord – That’s something we’ve discussed as well.  You can certainly work toward 
becoming an age-friendly County, but the best way might be to work with the 
communities and educate and encourage them.   
 
Dave Pihl – I check Yahoo Finance everyday, and they always have these lists that say 
something like, “25 Best Places to Retire”.  I never see Chautauqua County on those lists, 
let alone New York State.  I don’t know how you get it on the radar, but maybe this is it. 
 
Doug Bowen – For the next steps, maybe we can get a State representative in here to talk 
about it. 

Adjournment 
 Doug Bowen made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was seconded by 

Bernie Auer and passed unanimously. 

 


