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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
Chautauqua County Division of Planning and Community Development 

2 South Portage Street 
Westfield, New York 14787 

August 6th, 2019   4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

PRESENT: Doug Bowen, Rick Ketcham, Brad Bentley, Kathleen Dennison, Bruno Bruni, Ted Bogdan, Dick 
Patton, Dave Pihl, John Frey 
ABSENT: Jeff Gossett, Bernie Auer, John Penhollow  
OTHERS: George Borrello, Don McCord, Matt Bourke 

Administration / Organization 

MINUTES Chairman Bowen called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the August 
Planning Board Meeting. 
 
Chairman Bowen asked if there was a motion to approve the minutes of the July 9, 
2019 Planning Board (“Board”) meeting.  Dick Patton made a motion to approve the 
minutes. The motion was seconded by Rick Ketcham and approved by the Board 
unanimously.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

CORRESP. None. 

PRIVILEGE 
OF FLOOR 

Rick Ketcham – Just a question, do we have any update on what’s going on with the 
hospital? 
 
Don McCord – I have heard that the second entrance from the Wal-Mart property is 
happening, but haven not heard anything formally. 
 
George Borrello – I’ve heard the same thing regarding the secondary entrance, that does 
appear to be happening. 

NEW BUSINESS 
POWER Grant 
Application for 
Broadband 

George Borrello – Thank you all for letting me come and speak.  The Appalachian 
Regional Commission (ARC) is working in conjunction with Southern Tier West to fill 
some broadband gaps.  We still have a huge gap when it comes to high speed 
internet.  Right now DFT has a waitlist of 1,000 people that would like high speed 
internet. 
 
Dave Pihl – At least that. 
 
George Borrello – You used to need to speed a lot to have the option of fiber optic.  
Now, with the combination of wireless and fiber optic it makes it much cheaper, 
much quicker to execute, and allows for more access.  We applied for this ARC grant 
through Southern Tier West, and this would be across three counties: Chautauqua, 
Cattaraugus, and Alleghany.  I’ve gotten word that it is highly likely we’ll be getting it. 
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POWER Grant 
Application for 
Broadband 
(Continued) 

The total project is almost $800,000.  This provides service to 4,195 residences for a 
$784,000 investment, which seems kind of cheap to me.  Again, combining the 
wireless with the fiber optic makes it very affordable.  ARC would pay for half of it, 
$392,000.  The remaining will be split proportionally amongst the three counties.  
DFT will also participate.  So the breakdown would be Chautauqua County at 
$150,000, DFT would be $80,000 – with this being their initial investment, they will 
be charged maintaining the infrastructure as well – Cattaraugus County would be 
$70,000, and Alleghany County at $92,000.  Now this appears to be becoming a 
reality.  I am here to present this to all of you and I’m thrilled that with working with 
Southern Tier West we’re able to get this and that DFT is willing to participate.  You 
can’t live without internet, you can’t conduct business without internet, so this is vital 
to the growth of our county and our region.  I’d like to get your thoughts on it so we 
can hopefully move forward with a recommendation to the Legislature. 
 
Rick Ketcham – What percentage of the County’s residents will still need to be served 
once this is done?  Will there still be gaps? 
 
Dave Pihl – Yes there will.  It depends on what studies and information you look at.  I 
can’t tell you the percentage, but there will still be a great number without it.  We get 
hundreds of requests every month from areas that should already have adequate 
broadband.  If you look at the state or federal maps, and then look at the calls we are 
getting, you wonder what is going on here.  In a lot of places, the reality is that it’s 
reported but it’s not there.  Spectrum has reported they’re building in those areas, 
but didn’t.  This was the reasoning for the lawsuit.  We know from the requests we 
get that there is a huge need, particularly in the whole eastern side of Chautauqua 
County.  We just built 144 miles of fiber, a lot of it is up in Arkwright and Charlotte 
area.  That’s mostly Verizon and Windstream territory.  Anything that’s in Verizon 
territory, which is almost all of Cattaraugus County, is underserved.  The service we 
will put in, there will be about four or five locations, it will be mainly on the eastern 
part of the County.  We already have systems there, but they don’t cover enough.  
With this grant, they really want us to cover where the Hughesnet satellite provider is 
not covering.  I did bring some updated maps to pass around with the locations.  
Timing is late September or October. 
 
George Borrello – This will be up and running next year. 
 
Bruno Bruni – At this point are there fees and costs set for subscribers? 
 
Dave Pihl – Yes.  We start at $34.95 and go up from there.  There are one time fees as 
well.  We’re still waiting to hear if the one time fees will be funded through the grant 
or if we’ll have to fund that.   
 
Bruno Bruni – Do you know what the longevity of this equipment is? 
 
Dave Pihl – I’m not exactly sure.  We’ve had the existing structures up for about five 
or six years. The new equipment we use is software upgradable, which is what we’re  
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POWER Grant 
Application for 
Broadband 
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doing now. 
 
John Frey – Are there any ongoing costs the County will incur over time? 
 
Dave Pihl – No, just the $150,000. 
 
George Borrello – Our commitment is to help build the infrastructure, to help get it 
there. 
 
Doug Bowen – What is the basis for the amount given by each county? 
 
George Borrello – The number of customers served.   
 
Dick Patton – Why the eastern part of the County and not the western portion? 
 
Dave Pihl – We have no infrastructure of the western part of the County on the 
backend.  The demand is also greater in this area. 
 
Doug Bowen – Any other questions?  I’ll take a motion for the County Planning Board 
to recommends funding this project. 
 
Rick Ketcham made a motion to recommend the project.  The motion was seconded 
by John Frey.  Dave Pihl abstained from voting.  The motion passed with the 
remaining six members voting in favor of the motion. 

Airport Hangar 
Funding 

Brad Bentley – As you all recall from last year, Ron Almeter presented the Airport 
Master Plan which included many projects with funding from the FAA.  This included 
runways, fencing, and also hangar rehabilitation.  As part of that we put together a 
resolution for a hangar at the Jamestown Airport.  We were able to obtain a State 
grant with a 16% local share.  It’s a $172,000 local share match requirement.  The 
total cost to rehabilitate the hangar was going to be somewhere around a million 
dollars.  The reason that these grant funds are available is for economic reasons – to 
promote the viability and sustainability of airports.  While it’s not critical, this project 
is very important to the sustainability of the airport.  We put the resolution, and 
there were a number of questions at the Public Facilities and Audit and Control 
Committees meeting that resulted in the resolution being tabled at the Legislative 
meeting last month.  Looking at it again, we believe there is about $40,000 that we 
can self-preform.  I think we can probably do more, but I wanted to be conservative.  
There’s airport land that has trees on it, so we can use timber sales as well.  We had 
Forecon meet with us last week and based on the parcels and we think that there’s 
between 50,000 and 60,000 in value there.  Anything that’s on airport land has to be 
put back into the airport, so we would commit to putting that back into the hangar.  
When we do timber harvest, the harvesters have to pay up front.  We also have a 
NYSERDA grant that will save us about $25,000 on a capital vehicle. 
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Airport Hangar 
Funding 
(Continued) 

There’s another opportunity, a sale of a surplus property that might have potential as 
well.  That is a confidential matter though and if you want to discuss that I’ll have to 
ask to go into executive session.  I’m trying to address the Legislature’s concerns and 
I’m looking for the Planning Board to make a recommendation to the committees.  
I’ve talked about the cost, but haven’t discussed the possible revenues from this 
rehabilitation.   
 
Dick Patton – I think you might have answered my question, but what use would you 
put toward this hangar’s rehab? 
 
Brad Bentley – It would be able to house a significant size jet.   
 
Dick Patton – Is there a market for that? 
 
Brad Bentley – I will tell you that there are a number of private jets looking for space 
up there 
 
Ted Bogdan – Are these jets coming in for the Chautauqua Institution?   
 
Brad Bentley – It’s a mixed bag.  We have Cummins, Chautauqua Institution, the 
County Center, and businesses. 
 
George Borrello – Another thing to keep in mind is that we’re looking for a carrier to 
return commercial air service to Jamestown.  One of the business plan we have with 
Boutique is for them to place an aircraft here, that means they’ll need a hangar.  
That’ll be a critical component of that plan. 
 
Bruno Bruni – Have the FAA and the State approved this based on the County match? 
 
Brad Bentley – Yes, we have the grant we just have to find a way to show we have 
the capital reserve to match the grant. 
 
Kathleen Dennison – The County would need to commit to the match funding. 
 
Dick Patton – My other questions is, is this a good time to sell timber? 
 
Brad Bentley – I actually had talked to Forecon because we had done a solicitation six 
months ago and they put a little more meat on the bone. 
 
Dick Patton – Let me tell you what I know because this is a loaded question.  I talked 
to Forecon about two weeks ago, it’s a terrible time to sell timber.  It’s worth about 
half of what it was worth a year ago.   
 
Brad Bentley – Here’s the other side of the story.  So we put it out a while back, when 
the market was good, and we couldn’t get anyone to bid.  There was a lot of supply 
out there.  They’re saying now they’re looking for supply.  We have a lot of maple. 



5  

Airport Hangar 
Funding 
(Continued) 

Dick Patton – Hard maple is one of the better sellers.  It’s my business and I talk to 
Forecon all the time.  There’s only two things I would sell:  white ash before it goes 
bad, and the hard maple.   
 
Brad Bentley – The secondary piece of this is on part of the parcel, we have to get rid 
of the trees for obstruction removal.  If we don’t have to pay for it to be removed, 
and can get money for it, that’s helpful.  We have to do some of it now anyways. 
 
Bruno Bruni – Generators of income don’t go into the general fund, airport projects 
get it back into the airport?  Do I understand that correctly? 
 
Kathleen Dennison – Not exactly.  What Brad is trying to demonstrate is that they 
might not go directly into the capital reserve, but it’s savings for the County. 
 
Brad Bentley – This will go toward a revenue generating asset. 
 
Rick Ketcham – Two thoughts.  Say you’re coming to the County Planning Board with 
a good capital project proposal and this was the proposal.  One thing I would think 
about is that the timber sales is County revenue in any case, whether it’s for this 
project or another project.  My bigger point is revenue generating.  You said you’re 
confident there’s a demand there.  If we’re going to do it, justify the numbers and 
how much you estimate you’ll generate.  You’re paying for the project but you want 
to see what you’re getting for it.  I would say argue that you want it for the revenue, 
not for getting the grant. 
 
Brad Bentley – We put together the math on the revenue side and I got the build it 
and they will come answer.  At the end of the day, this has a positive ROI.  Ron took a 
broad based estimate, there are a number of unknowns.  I think he said $1,200 
dollars a month. 
 
Doug Bowen – While Kathleen’s looking for the numbers, why isn’t the hangar being 
used now? 
 
George Borrello – It’s deteriorating. 
 
Brad Bentley – Right now it’s being used for storage.  It’s not empty but it’s not used 
as a hangar. 

 
Ted Bogdan – Are there ongoing costs associated? 
 
Brad Bentley – Yes, things like heating, minor things.  I think Ron included that in the 
ROI.  Ron was conservative in the values. 
 
Doug Bowen – Doesn’t timber sales go to parks? 
 
Brad Bentley – For the forested land, it does.  This is on airport property.  Once you 
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accept FAA grant money, anything in the airport master plan or anything that 
generates revenue should flow back to the airport.   
 
Kathleen Dennison – Okay so annual estimated revenue is $14,400.  So he’s saying 
the return on investment 212%. 
 
Brad Bentley – That’s based on just our portion of the money.   
 
Kathleen Dennison – Ron says the future value of the investment if we decline the 
grant it’d be salvage value for about $223,000.  If we accept the grant the future 
value would be $495,000.  Audit and Control did see this ROI. 
 
Doug Bowen – What year was this initially slotted to be funded in?  When did we first 
see this project?  Did we review this specific project as a capital project? 
 
Brad Bentley – It’s a 2020 project. 

 
Doug Bowen – Kathleen, as far as the County budget goes, when will this money be 
deducted? 2019 or 2020? 
 
Kathleen Dennison – If this is approved by the Legislature, the funding would be 
appropriated immediately.  If we waited to discuss it as the 2020 budget cycle, those 
capital projects don’t have a decision until November and then the money isn’t 
appropriated until January.  Airport projects are different because they are evaluated 
as they come up, and we have the opportunity to do it now. 
 
Doug Bowen – I’ll take a motion to support the project using the alternative means 
identified and presented.   
 
The motion was made by Rick Ketcham and seconded by Bruno Bruni.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 

Zoning Referral 
Log 

Bruno Bruni made a motion to approve the zoning referral log.  John Frey seconded 
the motion.  The motion was passed unanimously. 
 

Old Business 
Proposed County 
Planning Board 
Meeting Schedule 

Doug Bowen – Anyone have any problems with the meeting dates or feedback on the 
locations?  Hearing no comments I’ll take a motion to approve the proposed schedule. 
 
The motion was made by Ted Bogdan and seconded by Dick Patton.  The motion was 
passed unanimously. 

Adjournment 
 Dick Patton made a motion to adjourn and Ted Bogdan seconded the motion.  The 

motion was passed unanimously. 

 


