
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
Room 331 - 3 N. Erie Street, Mayville, NY 14701 

February 16th, 2018  
 
PRESENT: Doug Bowen, Kathleen Dennison, John Frey, Jeff Gossett, Dick Patton, Dave Pihl, and John 
Penhollow. 
ABSENT: Bernie Auer, Ted Bogdan, Bruno Bruni, Rich Ketcham, George Spanos, and Rebecca Yanus 
OTHERS: Pat Gooch, David Fridman, and James Joy. 
ADMINISTRATION 
/ ORGANIZATION 

Chairperson Bowen called the meeting to order.  
 

MINUTES None. 
CORRESP. None. 
PRIVILEGE 
OF FLOOR 

David Fridman – Hello, I am a member of the Pomfret Zoning Board of Appeals. I am 
here to understand the Board’s proposed response and answer questions to clarify what 
we hope to achieve. At best, I am confused by the response sent out. I thought the Town 
was moving in the right direction, based on conversations we had with town officials, the 
town attorney, and County Planning Staff. The Town of Pomfret Comprehensive 
Agricultural Protection Plan, from 2010 listed this area as one that should be rezoned. 
During the formation of that Plan we had meetings, public input, and review by the 
County Planning Board.  We recognize that this may be zoned Agricultural Residential -
1 and is prime farmland, but most of our town is prime farmland. The area to be rezoned 
is not ideal for farming anymore; it has a gravel pit on one side, residential on other 
sides, and commercial uses abutting it.  This spot is located near existing infrastructure 
and development at the intersection of Route 20 (Main St.) and Route 60 (Bennett Rd.), 
which most would consider is the hub of our town outside of the Village of Fredonia. 
This spot is ideal for further development in the Town and was envisioned as such, since 
at least 2010.  Lastly, the letter references a process that this Board does not agree with. 
Not only did we have meetings and hearings to draft and finalize the Comprehensive 
Plan, but also we held hearings related to this effort. In addition to what was submitted to 
this Board, we held hearings regarding changes to the B-2 District, including adding new 
uses. We are simply trying to respond to the changes in our community in a proactive 
way, which is part of the training that zoning and planning board members receive. 

Old Business 
Referral 2018-4, 
Local Law to 
redistrict an AR-
1 to B-2 in the 
Town of 
Pomfret. 

Chairperson Bowen – Mr. Fridman, thank you for joining us today and thank you for 
your statement. I hope we address your concerns and help you understand our proposed 
response. With that being said, before you is a revised response from the County 
Planning Staff. I’ll let Pat tell you about the proposed change. 
 
Pat Gooch –Since our last meeting, we have found that no wastewater infrastructure 
exists to this site. Allowing more intense development in this area will require 
wastewater infrastructure or commercial septic units, which will require maintenance. 
This further adds support to the Board’s position that this rezoning is not appropriate for 
this spot, as either we will need to build and pay for more infrastructure or we will need 
to settle for less than optimal facilities. The remainder of the letter is the same as has 
been provided to the Board and the Town last week. 
 
Chairperson Bowen – Before we go any further, I would  like to apologize for the short 
meeting notice. Although everything is by the book, we hoped to have this meeting next 
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week rather than this week to provide for more notice. However, we determined late 
yesterday, that today is the only day that worked to hold this meeting. Notice was sent to 
all involved parties, submitted to the newspaper, and posted publically as required by 
law. 
 
Chairperson Bowen – We have one purpose today, to vote on the proposed response to a 
referral received from the Town of Pomfret. The substance of that referral was a local 
law to redistrict a portion of an AR-1 District into a B-2 District. On the table is a 
proposed response. Does everyone understand the response in front of him or her? Does 
anyone have any questions on the proposed response, its effect on the local municipality, 
and the proposed local law to redistrict? Is there any discussion on the matter?  
 
Chairperson Bowen – Hearing no discussion, I will open the floor to a motion.  
 
Dick Patton – I motion to approve the letter as presented before us today in response to 
zoning referral 2018-4.   
 
John Frey – Offered a second to Dick Patton’s motion to approve.  
 
Chairperson Bowen asked for a roll call vote. Pat Gooch called on each member present 
to respond with his or her vote. With a quorum of six, and five members absent, all 
members voted in favor of the motion on the table and the motion passed.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 None. 
OTHER  
 
  None. 
ADJOURNMENT 
 A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by John Frey and seconded by Dave Pihl. 

The motion was unanimously approved.  

NEXT MEETING 
 

Our next regularly scheduled monthly meeting is March 7th, 2018 in Fredonia. 
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