
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
Room 331 - 3 N. Erie Street, Mayville, NY 14701 

February 7th, 2018  
 
PRESENT: Bernie Auer, Ted Bogdan, Doug Bowen, Bruno Bruni, Kathleen Dennison, John Frey, Jeff 
Gossett, Rich Ketcham, Dick Patton, and Dave Pihl, John Penhollow, Rebecca Yanus 
ABSENT:, DPF Director George Spanos 
OTHERS: Pat Gooch 
ADMINISTRATION 
/ ORGANIZATION 

Doug Bowen called the meeting to order and introduced Rebecca Yanus, Director of 
Development for the City of Dunkirk, as the Board’s newest member. Board Members 
welcomed Rebecca Yanus and introduced themselves.  
 
Chairperson Doug Bowen moved on to the elections for the 2018 calendar year. 
Chairperson Bowen opened the floor for nominations for the 2018 Planning Board Chair. 
Brief discussion ensued. John Frey nominated Doug Bowen for Chairperson of the 
County Planning Board for 2018. Rich Ketchum seconded the nomination. No other 
nominations occurred and Chairperson Bowen accepted the nomination and closed 
nominations for the Chairperson. Chairperson Bowen asked Vice Chair Frey to conduct 
the vote. John Frey asked for a voice vote in response to the motion to elect Doug Bowen 
as Chairperson for 2018. A unanimous vote occurred and Doug Bowen was elected 
Chairperson of the Board.   
 
Doug Bowen then asked for nominations for the Vice Chairperson of the County 
Planning Board for 2018. John Penhollow nominated John Frey who declined the 
nomination due to other obligations that would not allow him to serve with the utmost 
attention to the position. A brief discussion ensued and Chairperson Bowen nominated as 
Vice Chairperson. Mr. Bruni accepted the nomination. No other nominations were put 
forward and Chairperson Bowen closed the nominations. Ted Bogdan seconded the 
motion to elect Bruno Bruni and Chairperson Bowen asked for a voice vote. The motion 
to elect Bruno Bruni as Vice Chairperson was unanimously approved. 
 
The 2018 Planning Board Chair Person is Doug Bowen. The 2018 Vice Chairperson is 
Bruno Bruni.   

MINUTES Chairperson Bowen asked if there was a motion to approve the minutes of the December 
2017 Chautauqua County Planning Board (“Board”) meeting. John Frey motioned to 
approve the minutes with a minor change. Bruno Bruni seconded the motion. The Board 
unanimously approved the motion. 

CORRESP. Chairperson Bowen stated the County Planning Board had received a packet of materials 
labeled Notice of SEQR: Issuance of Final Scoping Document Town of Ellery – 
Chautauqua Lake Herbicide Treatment. He explained that this is a routine part of SEQR 
and the Board does not need to respond if it chooses not to. Pat Gooch explained that the 
Department of Planning & Economic Development would be happy to draft a response 
for the Board if they wanted.  However, this Board should know that the County’s 
Watershed Coordinator, Dave McCoy has been involved in the process and is the best 
person to handle this issue from the Department. Discussion ensued. The Board decided 
to let those involved in lake management take action.   

PRIVILEGE 
OF FLOOR 

None. 
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Remarks from 
County 
Executive 
George Borrello 

County Executive George Borrello introduced himself to the County Planning Board and 
spoke to the Board about the priorities of his administration. A question and answer 
session ensued. Chairperson Bowen thanked the County Executive for speaking directly 
to the County Planning Board. 

Old Business 
Monthly 
Meeting Dates 

Pat Gooch – I have provided a new schedule for the 2018 County Planning Board 
Meetings. Please note there was a change to the October meeting date. The previously 
scheduled meeting date of Wednesday October 3rd will not work for County Planning 
Staff.  Unfortunately, members of the Planning Department have a prior obligation that 
day that will keep all of us from attending this meeting. Accordingly, I have rescheduled 
the meeting to the second Wednesday of the month, October 10th, 2018. Please let me 
know if this presents an issue. 

Capital Projects 
Forms 

Chairperson Bowen – Late last year we started to talk about capital projects and this 
Board’s role in that process. I asked Board members to review the forms and instructions 
that the Budget Department sends out each year. We did not have that discussion due to 
other topics getting in the way. I would like to circle back to this topic and discuss the 
capital projects forms. Budget Director Dennison has submitted some proposed changes 
to the forms. I would like to open the floor for conversation about the forms after Pat and 
Kathleen gives a brief description of the changes.  
 
Kathleen Dennison – All the changes to the instructions reflect changes to the forms, so 
we will start with the changes to the forms first. The third page of the form is broken into 
four tables, one for procurement costs/initial expenditures, a second for operations and 
maintenance/additional future expenses, a third for future savings, and financing sources. 
Breaking the tables out is a good way to make them clearer and easier to use for 
department heads.   
 
I also tweaked the Board’s ranking form. To the first question, I added “Over the life of 
the project”.  I think this just helps clarify the question. To the financing question, I 
adjusted the percentages and I added a box for “partially” for the fifth question related to 
mandates. I intend to clarify the existing questions with these changes, allowing for 
better information, which will in turn lead to better decision making.  I changed the 
instructions to match these changes and ensure our dates are correct. Are there any 
questions?  
 
A discussion ensued regarding the “partial mandate” box under mandates and how this 
Board would verify that information? After some discussion, the Board instructed Pat 
Gooch and Kathleen Dennison to add additionally language to the forms that 
departments submit related to proof of the mandate. County staff will make these 
changes and bring them to the Board for its approval at the next meeting.   

NEW BUSINESS 
FLEET 
MANAGEMENT 
FOR COUNTY 
VEHICLES 

Pat Gooch – I was asked to share information with the Board and get your response to 
this information. I recently attended a presentation and discussion regarding a proposal 
for fleet management of passenger vehicles from Enterprise Fleet Management. The 
County is exploring the possibility of moving from an outright ownership model to a 
lease model for vehicles. This would affect typical passenger vehicles, such as sedans, 
vans, SUVs, and light-duty and heavy-duty pickup trucks. This would not include heavy 
equipment like plows, semi-trucks, graders, or anything else that is typically specialized 
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for construction or other specific tasks. Additionally, some of the smaller vehicles used 
by the sewer agencies would likely be excluded as they are designed to carry special 
equipment and therefore would not fit this program. Enterprise’s proposal and 
anticipated cost savings for the County was discussed. Several board members supported 
the proposal in theory, but believed additional details and information is necessary to 
weigh in on this matter. Board Members’ asked for a County analysis that includes: 

• A realistic estimate of current fleet miles-per-gallon;  
• A realistic estimate of current fleet average miles per vehicle, as Board members 

find the current estimate to be a low estimate; 
• Insurance ramifications -  Increases due to newer vehicles or reductions due to 

new safety features;  
• Ramifications to county mechanics who presently maintain the passenger fleet;      

o How many positions presently do this?  
o Will these positions remain in county employment? Will the positions be 

reassigned or eliminated? Will reassignment allow productivity gains or 
service improvements elsewhere? 

o If positions are eliminated, is that monetary value (wages+benefits) rolled 
into the $1,011,698 in savings anticipated by Enterprise Fleet 
Management? 

• We would like references from participating municipalities, specifically counties 
similar to Chautauqua County. 

o Even more importantly, are there any municipalities that have stopped 
participating? If so, why?  

John Penhollow made a motion to request further information based on the above 
questions.  Bruno Bruni seconded the motion and Chairperson Bowen placed the motion 
on the table for a vote. The motion was unanimously approved by the Board.  

Zoning Referral 
Log 

Pat Gooch presented the zoning referrals received since the last meeting.  The Board 
asked questions about several referrals including application 2018-14, which is a local 
law to redistrict a portion of the AR-1 District along Route 20 into a B-2 District. The 
Board inquired about the details of application 2018-4. Pat Gooch explained the referral. 
Board members expressed concerns over the redistricting as the site is currently zoned 
agricultural and is prime farmland with high quality soils. Board members expressed a 
concern regarding this redistricting plan. John Frey inquired if we had time to review this 
matter in further detail. Pat Gooch stated that we have two more weeks before their 
hearing and three weeks until the 30-day time-frame allowed by law. Chairperson Bowen 
requested that the Planning Department Staff provide the Board with additional 
information regarding this redistricting proposal including what infrastructure serves the 
site, additional details on the Town’s Comprehensive Agriculture Plan, and information 
on existing land uses and the compatibility of these uses with the proposed changes. 
Chairperson Bowen motioned to approve the zoning referral log as presented with the 
exception of application 2018-4. The motion was seconded by Rich Ketcham. 
Chairperson Bowen asked for a vote on the motion and a unanimous vote in favor of the 
motion occurred.  
Chairperson Bowen made a motion requesting the County Planning Board staff to draft a 
recommendation after further research that considers issues of infrastructure, 
compatibility of land uses, and other issues as necessary regarding application 2018-4. 
The motion was seconded by Bruno Bruni and approved unanimously by the Board.   

OTHER  

3 
 



 
  None. 
ADJOURNMENT 
 A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Dick Patton and seconded by Ted 

Bogdan. The motion was unanimously approved.  

NEXT MEETING 
 

We will be calling a special meeting in the next week or two to finalize this matter. Our 
next monthly meeting is March 7th, 2018 in Fredonia. 
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