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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
GOB, 3 N. Erie St.  

Room 331, Mayville, NY 
July 11th, 2018 

 

PRESENT: Doug Bowen, John Penhollow, Dave Pihl, Ted Bogdan, Jeff Gossett, Rebecca Yanus,  John Frey, 
Dick Patton & Richard ketcham 
ABSENT: George Spanos, Bernie Auer & Bruno Bruni 
OTHERS: Mike Longley and Don McCord, Kathleen Dennison, Mark Lyons, Joni Riggle, Angelo & Tina 
Graziano, Kathy McGraw, Aaron Saykin, John Conway, Karen Engstrom, Adam Walters 

Administration / Organization 

MINUTES Chairperson Bowen called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the July 
Planning Board Meeting. Chairperson Bowen asked if there was a motion to approve 
the minutes of the June Chautauqua County Planning Board (“Board”) meeting. Ted 
Bogdan motioned to approve the minutes of June 6th. John Frey seconded the 
motion. The Board unanimously approved the motion. 

CORRESP. Town Supervisor letter 
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PRIVILEGE OF 
FLOOR 

 Angelo, Graziano, Mark Lyons, Joni Riggle, Aaron Saykin, Kathy McGraw, John Conway, 
Karen Engstrom 

 Graziano- Conflict- fist of its size in NYS, property cost issues, fair vote-conflicts of 
interest w/ board members affiliations in the community affected, height, setback 
not large enough, financial, conflict with lawyers who are representing the 
communities are paid for by the wind company. 

 Lyons- Managed Ball Hill permits Dec. 2016, subsequent new model/upgrade 
became available same month as permits. Studied viability at proposed locations= 
increase energy production. – Request max height (599) turbine model would 
stand at 568 ft total. Increase minimum setback from 500 ft to 599 ft. Law 
provides 100 ft set back but all installations are approximately 1,200 ft.  

 Tina Graziano- Read letter that was submitted to petition against installation of 
turbines. 

 Riggle- Why did Res. not disclose these are untested turbines? Calling for much 
greater setbacks and brought up research from DEC rep in regards to noise 
concerns to community members. Requesting better research and information 
provided to community and the impact this project could potentially have.  

 Saykin- Counsel for Villenova & Hanover. Facts and marginal impacts are being 
discussed with boards.   

 McGraw- Not a farm but a residence. Not participating in project but will have  a 
turbine 1,500 from home- Safety, turbine collapse, health, ice throw and property 
value. Traveled and never seen installations so close to homes before.  

 Conway- Not a farmer. This should be thought of as a whole- something we didn’t 
need in area. Is money worth division amongst neighbors? Don’t want to destroy 
communities. At what cost.  

 Engstrom- Net economic impact will be negative. Have changed specifics but have 
not offered more $ to community. Extorting from poor community if 100’ wires 
put underground- not ethical. When you say 600 ft- this plan is already agreed 
upon. Res represented stated that if it not granted at 600 ft-the project will not 
move forward- this can be stopped if you recommend “NO”. Quotes 20/20 Comp 
Plan- Focus on Natural, cultural, assets.  

 
Doug Bowen reads what County Planning Boards charge is concerning referrals that are 
received and reviewed.  

 
 Old Business 

UPDATE ON 
PROPERTY SALES 
FROM 2017 

 SCOB has been sold eff Nov. 1st 

 AG. Center has not been sold- sale not expected to occur until the beginning 
of 2019. Issue is that it is still airport property.  

 Webbs- still in approval process. Were able to go to town zoning board of 
appeals and get a variance on height at the local level in Mayville. Site plan 
review is still required. They have not submitted site plan for approval at this 
time.  

NEW BUSINESS 
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ELLERY 
REFERRAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WIND PROJECT 

 Adam Walters- Attorney representing Salvation Army 
Requesting zoning change that would apply district wide. Salvation Army runs 
County refuge & support center since mid-1980s. Run under contract w/ the 
County- Office of Child and Family Services. Current facility is undersized and 
does not meet program’s needs. Inefficient and no opportunity to make current 
facilities handicap accessible. Currently under contract for property in Ellery. 
Domestic Violence Shelters are not considered in current zoning codes. 
Petitioning town to add by definition “safe housing and refuge” and only applies 
to Salvation Army’s program-State licensed- State allows 1 domestic violence 
shelter per county. Went to Town Planning Board in June. 90% of work that will 
take place will be indoors. No signage- nothing that will indicate its true 
use/purpose. Have done outreach and two public information meetings for 
community. In last 6/7 years at current facility there have been 2.3 emergency 
calls per yr. Have comprehensive security plan as well neighborhood security 
plan and offering monthly security meetings to community until they are no 
longer needed or go to annual. 24 hr facility. Currently at 13 beds but want to 
increase to 19. ½ of building is residential and ½ admin. Support services take 
place off site. Averages stay 24 days. Currently have 200 signatures for their 
petition. Reviewed state requirements to receive and keep permit. Public 
Hearing in Ellery 7/12/18. 19 day staffers during the day, 2 at night -max 38 
people in facility. Have mutual aid agreements throughout the county. Closes 
patrol car would be dispatched in the event one is needed-approximately 4 
minutes and State Police have speed trap across the road, so possible quicker 
response than the 4 min. For County residence but will take overflow from other 
neighboring Counties if an absolute emergency. Stay is up to 90 days w/ 2 45 day 
extensions-rare. Discussed why special use permit would not work for facility. 
Discussed parking and addition of privacy fence- site plan has been shared w/ 
community 

 Bogdan motioned, Frey second, unanimous approval 
 

568 x 1.5 = 852 
        x 2 = 1, 136 
        x 2.5 = 1,420/1,497.5 
2016 = 500 x 2 = 1,000 
599 x 2 = 1,198 = 1,200 
Arkwright = 492/500 
X 2.5 = 1,250-= 1200 

 Mark Lyons- received permits for this project in 2016 for 29 turbine locations in 
the towns of Hanover and Villanova. Did full SEQR Process and environmental 
impact statement. After permits were received, Turbine upgrade became 
available. Reviewed new model to determine increased energy production and 
same locations. Turned out to allow for significant increase in energy 
production. Began to study feasibility of undergrounding the 5.8 mile overhead 
115 ft interconnecting with National Grid system and was determined it was 
feasible. 
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CONTINUED… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Coming back to town to request permission to modify our special use permit 
and the local laws to allow increase in height to accommodate that turbine and 
commensurate increase in minimum setbacks. Marginal differences in impacts 
with these locations and Towns independent engineer deemed complete-
Brought posters highlighting info on Visual & Sound Assessment between 
original turbine and upgrade-same generator and same equipment 19 > 1-2 
decibels. Complies with town and DEC standards in ambient sound level. 
Impacts on wet lands and tree clearings were done- reduced by over 3 and 10 
acres. Blades fall within the estimated mortality ranges- birds and bats. 
Discussing wetlands permit and article 11 permit w/ DEC and bat mitigation 
package which included curtailment with low wind speeds when bats are active 
and doing bat habitat protection program.  4 communication signals same as 
2016 based on research.  

 Gossett- is it true if the height is not approved, the project will not go forward? 
Lyons- no assurance project will move forward in any case. Prices in auction 
continue to drop. Improvement will produce approximate 16% increase in 
output. Burying lines is more $ and it is being offered as a mitigation to the 
towns. Can’t afford to incur extra cost without extra benefit. 

 Longley- Tower Height is listed as 568- NOT 586 ft(in application) 

 Lyons-599 more profitable, 499 not as profitable- explains auction process for 
cost of power. Over 80 land owners- Over $600,000 annually. Host- $3,800 MW/ 
100MW. I am aware of one private air strip and these improvements would be a 
benefit to him.  

 Bowen-Concern of SEQR segmentation issue-change in scope of project after 
approval was provided 
Lyons-technology was not available when we applied for permits. See it as 
project improvements after permit were approved. We believe we have studied 
the full impacts of those modifications.  

 Patton-same generator as 2016 and are blades different 
Lyons-same generator with upgraded platform and longer blades 

 Yanus-max 599 feet is the top of the blade? Lyons-yes top of blade tip with it is 
vertically extended. 
Lyons- not able to increase setbacks in these locations but we feel they are 
adequate for safety concerns. We have also studies noise impacts. 

 McCord-questioned where set back measurements begin- house to tower 

 Dennison- what happens to the project if you do not get the variance to 
increase the height- can’t say for sure but logical to conclude that the chances 
of success are not as good in the market place.  
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CONTINUED… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GEORGE BORRELLO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ZONING LOG 
 

 McCord-increase in mortality from original 2016 application. Lyons- plan was 
approved by DEC and will yield net benefit to bat population in state.  

 McCord- setback is a huge concern. Original law that was drafted by your firm 
had a 1,000 set back from the dwellings. What are the scientific basis you 
utilized to conclude the setback distance  

 Saykin- I have not worked on aspects so I am not prepared to provide that 
information. I will follow up with you and the board.  

 Bogdan- Table request for 30 days- special meeting in August or July 

 Pihl – Read letter from all residents and it was stated that the planning board 
meeting (Villenova) had only two members voting and it was passed. Has that 
been validated?  

 Don Maholick- town attorney for Villenova- 3 person board and one resigned 
days before the meeting. So quorum is 2. ??? Why were there no public 
comments at that meeting? Bogdan-board is not required to extend privilege of 
the floor at a regular meeting.  

 McCord- is there a vote tonight on this proposal at the town meeting?- has not 
been decided. Part is incumbent on what this body decides.  

 Penhollow- do we have an acknowledgment that Hanover’s board approved this 
too?- in progress as well.  

 Ted Bogdan motioned, Rebecca Yanus second. Unanimous vote w/ Jeff Gossett 
abstaining 
 

Conditions:  
               SEQR Segmentation- project modification- jump between 2016 and 2018 

Scientific justification of proposed setback 
Hard look at cumulative impact- economic impact to host community 
 
 

Lyons- hands over paperwork highlighting economic benefits 
 
 

 Will move discussion to next meeting (work plan/session). Spoke lightly on issue 
of turbines. 40-50 yrs later after Urban Renewal, community is still reeling. May 
look back and view this as the “Urban Renewal” of our generation. They are not 
renewable, not green, not what they claim to be. We are going to end up 
increasing our carbon foot print. Economics don’t work out and it doesn’t make 
any sense.  
 

 

 John Frey motioned and Dick Patton Second 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Doug Bowen- unanimous. 

NEXT MEETING Our next regular monthly meeting is September 5th, 2018 in Jamestown at the BWB 
Building. In addition, further discussion will take place to determine when and where 
the “Special” meeting will take place.  

 

 


