
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
June 6th, 2017 

 
PRESENT: Chair Doug Bowen, Vice Chair John Frey, Ted Bogdan, Bruno Bruni, Kathleen Dennison, Dick 
Patton, and Jeff Gossett. 
ABSENT: Bernie Auer, Rick Ketcham, John Penhollow, and Dave Pihl. 
OTHERS: Pat Gooch 

MINUTES No minutes to approve. 
CORRESP. Letter of Support for Dale Drive Project from the Chautauqua County Health Network 
PRIVILEGE 
OF FLOOR 

 None. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Dale Drive 
Shoulder 
Widening 

Pat Gooch – As discussed last meeting, Audit and Control has asked us to review the 
Dale Drive Project as a capital project. You have been provided with a Capital Projects 
Request Form and other materials that PED in consultation with DPF produced to share 
with community members. I will be happy to answer any questions after the 
representatives from Citizens for a Better Cassadaga and the Cassadaga Lakes 
Association talk to you about the project.  Cassadaga Lakes Association President, 
Dennis Collins; Nancy Wickmark,1st V.P.; and Peter George, 2nd V.P. introduced 
themselves and then described why they believed the County Planning Board should 
approve and support the Dale Drive Grant (see Dale Drive 1 page information memo). A 
general discussion regarding the project occurred.  
 
Chairman Bowen – Vice Chair John Frey suggested we fill out one ranking form as a 
Board. I think that would be a good idea as it would allow us to wrap this up quickly.  
Pat can then calculate the numbers and we can be done. Does anyone have any 
objections to that? If not, I’d like a motion to move forward with the group ranking form.   
 
John Frey motioned to have one ranking form filled out for the entire Board, which was 
seconded by Bruno Bruni and unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
The Board then discussed each question on the ranking form and identified the 
appropriate answer. Once complete, Pat scored the ranking form and revealed that the 
Dale Drive project was the highest scoring county-funded project.  
 
The Board discussed if it should be placed as the top priority or be lowered. Several 
Board members felt that it was a good project, but shouldn’t receive top ranking. The 
Board discussed where to place the project, settling on priority number six.  Board 
members settled on this priority based on the following information: 
Board members overwhelming supported the project, even those who did not like the 
cost, liked the project. 
 

• Several Board members have experience on Dale Drive and agreed with the 
safety issues that were presented by the Citizens for a Better Cassadaga. 

• Some Board members understood that it was potentially a dangerous situation, 
however, debated whether that was enough to warrant the project. 

• Board members understand that $147,000 is a large sum of money for 
Chautauqua County. 
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• Board members were supportive of Cassadaga and Stockton providing funds, but 
at the same time recognize the limited funds in those communities. 

• Board members also acknowledged that this is the responsibility of the County 
because it is a County Road, Cassadaga has limited options by itself to address 
this situation (which interestingly enough they have completed a similar project 
on Frisbee Road in the past). 

• Board Members also identified that the County has a Complete Streets Policy that 
envisions the County going further than paving a shoulder. 

• Board members believe that this is the safest and cheapest way to address a 
dangerous situation on a county owned-road for two reasons: 

• The $588,000 grant from NYS DOT provides 75% funding for a $735,000 
project. 

• Paving a gravel shoulder is the least costly option to remedy this situation, in fact, 
several Board members felt that it wouldn’t be enough and inquired about a 
dedicated bike lane or path. 

Bruno Bruni motioned to rank the project six overall and bump all projects behind it.  
John Frey seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
Capital Projects 
Report 

The Board reviewed the draft Capital Projects Report. The Board discussed and 
requested minor changes to improve readability of several tables. Dick Patton motioned 
to approve the Capital Projects Report subject to changes mentioned and final review via 
email. John Frey seconded the motion which was unanimously approved by the Board. 
 

Zoning Referral 
Log 

The County Planning Board reviewed the Zoning Referral Log and discussed the 
referrals and asked several questions. On a motion from Bruno Bruni, which was 
seconded by Ted Bogdan, the Zoning Referral Log was unanimously approved.   

Conversations 
with the 
Candidate – 
George Borrello 

Chairperson Bowen – I thought the Board would be interested to learn about the current 
candidates for County Executive so I invited each of them to come speak to the Board 
and have a conversation with us. I believe these conversations could be as informative to 
the candidates as I am sure they will be to us. This month, George Borrello is joining us.  
Next month Mike Ferguson should be joining us. 

 OLD BUSINESS 
Update on 
Capital Projects 
Definition 

Pat Gooch – I wanted to update the Board on something that was started back in 2015 
and was brought to our attention at the Capital Projects Presentations.  County Executive 
Horrigan and Rick Ketcham conversed about the definition change that this Board 
previously supported and put forth to the Capital Projects Committee, was approved by 
that Committee, and was supposed to make its way to the full legislature. It has not made 
it to the County Legislature yet, because the definition was supposed to be rolled into an 
Omnibus Administrative Code Change. That change is still ongoing and has not yet been 
put to the legislature.  County Legal, who is working on these changes, is aware of the 
definition change and will include the change when the legislation is finalized and put 
forth to the full legislature.  Any questions? 

OTHER  
  None. 
ADJOURNMENT 
 A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Bruno Bruni and seconded by Dick 

Patton. The motion was unanimously approved.  
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NEXT MEETING 
 

Our next meeting is July 11th from 4:00 pm to 6:00 p.m. at the LoGuidice Center, Large 
Group Room, 9520 Fredonia Stockton Road, Fredonia, NY 14063. 
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