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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
Zoom 

June 2, 2020 
4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Doug Bowen, Bruno Bruni, Jeff Gossett, Kristy Kathman, Kathleen Dennison, Dave Pihl, John 
Penhollow, Rick Ketcham 
ABSENT: Bernie Auer, Brad Bentley, Dick Patton 
OTHERS: Don McCord, Melissa Keller 

ADMINISTRATION  

MINUTES Chairman Bowen called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the June 
Planning Board Meeting. 
 
Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to approve the minutes for the May 2020 
meeting.  Bruno Bruni made the motion.  The motion was seconded by Dave Pihl and 
passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

CORRESP. None. 

PRIVILEGE OF 
FLOOR 

None. 

NEW BUSINESS 
New Planning 
Board 
Member 

Doug Bowen:  We have a new Planning Board member with us and I will turn it over to 
her to introduce herself. 
 
Kristy Kathman:  I am Kristy Kathman, and I am currently with Jamestown Renaissance 
Corporation and new to the Board.  I’ve lived in Chautauqua County since 2000 and I’m 
excited to be part of the Board. 
 
Doug Bowen:  Thank you and welcome aboard. 
 
 
 

Zoning 
Referral Log 

Doug Bowen:  If there are any questions on these, now is the time to ask.  Matt is going 
to give us a little more information on the Chautauqua Gorge Campground referral. 
 
Matt Bourke:  We shared a draft letter for this project, but I’ll quickly walk through it.  
The project is in the Town of Chautauqua near the Chautauqua Gorge State Forest.  The 
parcel in question is a 45 acre parcel.  It’s pretty low impact.  There are two cabins, 
fourteen campsites, an admin building, a maintenance building, seven RV sites and four 
restroom facilities.  Our letter was largely centered around the fact that this project is 
adjacent to the Village of Westfield’s municipal watershed.  We want to make sure this 
project is not going to negatively impact the Village of Westfield’s water supply.  The 
applicant has indicated the disturbance for the project will only be about .9 acres.   One 
acre is the cutoff from the DEC requiring a storm water management plan.  We think it is 
likely disturbance will likely exceed one acre.  We are recommending, as one of the 
conditions of approval for the project, that a storm water prevention plan be completed.  
We also took a close look at the wastewater facilities  Again, there will be four restroom 
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Zoning 
Referral Log 

facilities and a new septic system associated with it.  We’re not totally confident that the 
size of the septic system will be enough if the campground were to be at full capacity.  
The other condition that we’ve recommended is that the applicant secure and present 
to the Town proper permitting from the Department of Health.  We had some minor 
comments as well, but wanted to ensure that the Village of Westfield’s water was not 
impacted. 
 
Don McCord:  We’ve done quite a bit of outreach with this particular project on the 
water supply issue.  We’ve spoken to the Health Department and the Town of 
Chautauqua.  We’re confident in these recommendations and we do see the potential 
for intermunicipal impact if the conditions aren’t met. 
 
Bruno Bruni:  Will there be a snack bar or meeting area?  How much clearing do you 
think will be involved in creating these sites? 
 
Matt Bourke:  I do not think there will be anything like a snack bar.  The only buildings 
listed are the admin and maintenance buildings.  The applicant has indicated less than 
an acre of disturbance in total.  There are some legacy logging roads and things like that, 
it sounds like the applicant is trying to minimize the amount of disturbance.  I don’t 
recall them giving specific detail on clearing. 
 
Don McCord:  There wasn’t too much detail on that, but we took some estimates and 
believe it will be over the one acre threshold. 
 
Bruno Bruni:  How will parking be taken care of? 
 
Don McCord:  There are roads to be developed so that you can get to the sites. 
 
Rick Ketcham:  Are they improved sites?  Do they have water or electric? 
 
Don McCord:  It was indicated that water and sewer hookups would be available. 
 
Rick Ketcham:  I would think it’d be difficult to disturb less than an acre with this. 
 
Dave Pihl:  Is this for permanent campsites or more transient campers?  Are there any 
objections from the neighboring owners or the Town? 
 
Don McCord:  The Town has indicated that there may be some that are opposed.  We 
haven’t seen those letters though.  
 
John Penhollow:  As long as they get the appropriate permits and follow the proper 
procedures, I don’t know why we wouldn’t want this.  This seems like the type of 
tourism we’re trying to promote.   
 
Don McCord:  I agree.  When we spoke with the Health Department we heard that they 
had spoken with the applicant on a preliminary basis, but they don’t have final designs. 
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Zoning 
Referral Log 

Doug Bowen:  Any other comments or questions?  I’ll accept a motion to approve. 
 
Dave Pihl made the motion and it was seconded by Dick Patton.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

Capital Projects 
Review 

Doug Bowen:  We have the preliminary list of 2020 project.  We’ll go down through the 
list one by one to see if there are any questions.  We won’t be getting into the deeper 
prioritization discussion today, but instead will be making sure we have an 
understanding of the projects.  We’ll start with the Legislative Chambers A/V Upgrade.  I 
would think with our current environment it would make this one a higher priority. 
 
Don McCord:  For the District Attorney’s project, I want to draw your attention to the 
title here.  Though this says design, it is really more a feasibility study to see if this is 
possible. 
 
Melissa Keller:  On the DPF Roads and Bridges project, we did receive some questions on 
what the details are under this projects.  We did reach out to DPF, however, with the 
voluntary furloughs and the current circumstances we weren’t able to get answers to 
those questions at this time. 
 
Doug Bowen:  Do we know of any changes in CHIPS funding at this time? 
 
Don McCord:  That is something that we’re still waiting to hear about from the State.  
We don’t have anything definite at this time. 
 
Rick Ketcham:  I did send a note in about the vehicle requests, and not so much for this 
year, but I think we should pay attention to the projection three to four years out.  We 
want to watch those projections and make sure they are realistic.  This isn’t specific to 
just DPF either, we need to make sure the departments view the projections as 
important. 
 
John Penhollow:  I agree, we want to have proper projections so that we can plan for the 
future.  With the current circumstances, it’s difficult.  In the future, we may want to have 
a discussion with our new County Executive to see if we can push the departments to 
come up with better projections in the future. 
 
Doug Bowen:  Thank you.  Moving on, the airport strategic plan is different from the 
other plans that have been done in the past.   
 
Rick Ketcham:  We were sent a copy of an economic report, and my frustration is that 
the conclusion is that it would be impossible to close or privatize these airports.  We put 
a lot of money into these airports.  The financial aspect makes it unlike any other project 
or department. 
 
Doug Bowen:  Anything else on the airport projects?  Okay we’ll move on. 
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Capital Projects 
Review 

John Penhollow:  On the RouteMatch software, that’s getting back to the question of 
revenue and federal funding.  We receive a significant portion of funding from the 
federal and state government, but we need to consider how it impacts the County 
financially. 
 
Rick Ketcham:  For the JCC projects, they’ve ranked everything either a one or a two.  In 
my mind, that makes the rankings difficult for us because then we are substituting our 
judgement for that of the applicant.  I’m sure that JCC believes these are all critical 
projects, but I would not know how to prioritize these without their input. 
 
Melissa Keller:  They had indicated either a “1” or “2” in the prioritization, with “1” being 
new construction projects and “2” being maintenance on existing buildings.  We’ve 
taken the ranking question out of the JCC forms so that the prioritization is not 
calculated into their rankings. 
 
Rick Ketcham:  I think it would still be helpful to have them prioritize what projects are 
most important to them.  Their projects are so vast and we are working with limited 
resources. 
 
Melissa Keller:  I can reach out to JCC and get that information to you as soon as we 
have it. 
 
Doug Bowen:  Any other project specific questions at this time?  No?  We’ll ask that 
everyone begin the rankings.  When do they need to be submitted by? 
 
Melissa Keller:  I’m asking that we have responses in by June 10th.  
 
Doug Bowen:  As far as ranking the projects, we want to look at what the critical projects 
are.  With the current situation we’re in, we need to identify and ranking critical projects 
accordingly. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to adjournment the meeting.  Rick Ketcham made a 

motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dick Patton seconded the motion and it was approved 
unanimously. 
 
 
  

 


