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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
Zoom 

May 5, 2020    
4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Doug Bowen, Bruno Bruni, Dick Patton, Jeff Gossett, Bernie Auer, Kathleen Dennison, Dave Pihl, 
Brad Bentley, John Penhollow 
ABSENT: 
OTHERS: Don McCord, Melissa Keller, Matt Bourke 

ADMINISTRATION  

MINUTES Chairman Bowen called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the April 
Planning Board Meeting. 
 
Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to approve the minutes for the January, 
February, and March 2020 meeting.  Rick Ketcham made the motion.  The motion 
was seconded by Bruno Bruni and passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

CORRESP. None. 

PRIVILEGE OF 
FLOOR 

None. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Zoning 
Referral Log 

Doug Bowen:  Are there any questions or comments on the referral log?  If not, I will 
take a motion to approve as presented. 
 
Bruno Bruni made a motion to approve the Zoning Referral Log.  The motion was 
seconded by John Penhollow and passed unanimously. 
 
 Capital 

Projects 
Presentation 
Discussion 

Melissa Keller:  We’ve come up with a plan for how we might be able to do the capital 
projects review process this year.  We do not believe we’ll be able to carry it out in the 
traditional sense, that being individual department presentations.  With the current 
situation, that is not feasible at this time.  By tomorrow, you should all have the capital 
project binders in hand.  We’ve asked department heads to share any other 
supplemental information they would like to share with the Board by May 13th.  We will 
give you until the 20th to review the forms and additional information and submit any 
questions you might have for the department heads.  We’ll send those out to the 
respective departments and ask them to provide us answers by May 29th.  We’ll review 
the responses at our monthly meeting in June.  We should have the information we 
need to begin the ranking forms.  We’ll give you a week to complete those.  Once we 
have the ranking forms completed, we’ll have the preliminary prioritization, which will 
be reviewed at a secondary June meeting on June 16th.  After we get the prioritization 
set, we will work on getting the report together. 
 
Doug Bowen:  Is there a chance we would be able to get a video presentation from 
particular departments if we decide we need it? 
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Capital 
Projects 
Presentation 
Discussion 

Don McCord:  If the Board desired that, yes we could probably have that set up. 
 
Rick Ketcham:  I like the idea of having it in case we need it.  I’m not saying we would.   
 
Don McCord:  The biggest thought there was that we believed the Board would not want 
to have a video presentation for every project we’ve received. 
 
Rick Ketcham:  I would agree with that.  Melissa, I saw that some others mentioned last 
time about items we might want follow up on.  Was that communicated to the 
departments? 
 
Melissa Keller:  That was initially going to be part of our April meeting, which was 
cancelled.  We haven’t incorporated summaries into this new process, but we could 
reach out and see if we’re able to get that information. 
 
Rick Ketcham:  I think that is pretty important.  It is important that we see that the 
projects achieve the goals that were promised.  Whether that be the tablets or the 
leasing program, it’s important that we see those outcomes. 
 
Kathleen Dennison:  Could that be incorporated in the first June meeting? 
 
Brad Bentley:  As one of those department heads, I’ll say this situation has been very 
difficult for these past three months.  Just getting buildings cleaned has been a 
monumental task.  We’re trying to manage chaos right now.  In order to do this justice, 
we need to find some time to gather this information. 
 
Rick Ketcham:  Thank you for bringing that up Brad, it needed to be said.  If what I’m 
suggesting is unreasonable in this timeline, maybe we ask to have that presented in 
August.  At some point we have to circle back, but maybe we do that at a later date.  It 
should be a routine part of what we do. 
 
Doug Bowen:  Moving forward, we’ll be reviewing the projects on our own time and 
emailing any questions to County Planning.  Then, we’ll talk at our next meeting and 
discuss the answers to those questions.  Am I understanding this process correctly? 
 
Melissa Keller:  Yes. 
 
Dave Pihl:  I’ve been through the projects and many of them have State or Federal 
matching money.  Given what is going with the State and federal budgets, is it going to 
be realistic to do some of these projects?  Or is that something we leave to the 
Legislature to figure out? 
 
Doug Bowen:  We would still do our review and rank the projects.  I think we should rank 
them how we normally rank them and have the Legislature decide how they do it from 
there. 
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Capital 
Projects 
Presentation 
Discussion 

Kathleen Dennison:  Based on the schedule, you’re proposing to present the projects on 
June 15th.  Does that comply with the administrative code? 
 
Melissa Keller:  Yes, we have until July 15th to submit the report.   

OTHER 
COVID-19 Resource 
Map 

 Melissa Keller:  I wanted to share with you a resource we’ve been working on.  We’ve 
been getting together information to pull together a food resource map to help people 
locate food sources during COVID.  Don and I have been on a number of calls that have 
really highlighted the need for food and food insecurity in our County.  I’ll share my 
screen to show you all and would appreciate any comments you have. 
 
Bruno Bruni:  Where will this be located? Will it be on your website. 
 
Melissa Keller:  Yes it will be on our website.  Right now the Food Policy Council is working 
on a map to identify the players in our food system.  This map encompasses the whole 
food system, and while you could find some food resources, that map doesn’t make it 
explicit.  This map clearly identifies where you can get food and is a little easier to 
maneuver at this time.  We’ve temporarily replaced the Food Policy Council map with this 
new resource. 
 
Don McCord:  This isn’t finalized yet, it’s something we’ve pulled together fairly quickly.  
It’s a gap we saw and we hope to use it to connect people this way. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to adjournment the meeting.  John Penhollow 

made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dick Patton seconded the motion and it was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 
  

 


