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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
Zoom 

3 North Erie Street, Mayville, New York 14757 
December 1, 2020 

4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

PRESENT: Doug Bowen, Bruno Bruni, Jeff Gossett, Kristy Kathman, Kathleen Dennison, Dave Pihl, Dick 
Patton, Rick Ketcham 
ABSENT: Bernie Auer, Brad Bentley, John Penhollow,  
OTHERS: Matt Bourke, Melissa Keller, John Griffith  
 

ADMINISTRATION  

MINUTES Chairman Bowen called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the 
December Planning Board Meeting. 
 
Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to approve the minutes for the November 2020 
meeting.  Dick Patton made the motion.  The motion was seconded by Bruno Bruni 
and passed unanimously. 
 
 CORRESP. None. 

PRIVILEGE OF 
FLOOR 

None. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Capital 
Project 
Funding 
Reallocation - 
EMS Roof 
Station 7 

John Griffith:  We have a roof problem at Station 7 where we park all of our equipment.  
The estimate on that is about $8,000 but we’re not exactly positive what it will cost.  We 
have a capital project for training props, and we’d like to use some of that money to go 
toward to roof instead.  We haven’t done too much training this year due to COVID, so 
we wouldn’t really be missing out on much. 
 
Rick Ketcham:  Would you need to then re-apply for the training props in a future year? 
 
John Griffith:  Yes. 
 
Rick Ketcham:  Will this be a whole roof repair? 
 
John Griffith:  This repair will get us through the winter, but we’ll still need to do a full 
repair in the future. 
 
Rick Ketcham:  When you see repairs like this, it is pretty easy to say it needs to be done.  
We should keep this in mind when we review the projects in May. 
 
Doug Bowen:  I’ll take a motion to accept the allocation. 
 
Rick Ketcham made the motion.  It was seconded by Bruno Bruni and passed 
unanimously. 
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Zoning 
Referral Log 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Matt Bourke:  We wanted to bring the Kiantone solar law to the Board, as we’ve been 
seeing more solar law updates.  We wanted to share this with you to see if you had any 
comments or questions.  As a summary, the law adheres pretty closely to NYSERDA’s 
model law.  They divide the systems into a three tiered systems.  Large-scale systems are 
only permitted in select zoning districts by special use permit. It also requires a 
decommissioning plan and a mechanism by which to fund that.  We’d like to see 
additional provisions on battery storage and agricultural protections.  However, they do 
refer to NYDAM’s construction requirements.  We’d be happy to answer any questions.  
We’ve treated these laws as local concerns, but we did want to get the Board’s 
thoughts. 
 
Doug Bowen:  Have they been approached by developers? 
 
Matt Bourke:  I haven’t heard of anything. 
 
Doug Bowen:  They’re being proactive then, that’s good to see. 
 
Bruno Bruni:  Does the Town have a comprehensive plan done?  Should they update this 
in accordance with their plan? 
 
Melissa Keller:  According to our records, their comprehensive plan is dated 1972. 
 
Doug Bowen:  Any other questions?  No?  We’ll move on to the Town of Chautauqua 
Telecommunications tower. 
 
Matt Bourke:  We received this referral from Chautauqua for a proposed 130’ monopole 
telecommunications tower.  It’s within 500 ft. of Rt. 430, 52 and an agricultural district.  
Telecommunication facilities are regulated pretty heavily by the FCC, making it difficult 
to prohibit them.  While local control persists, the scope of the review is narrow and 
specific.  Our initial comments suggest the Town should ask for a visual impact 
assessment and add additional tree screening.  These types have projects have been 
treated as local concerns in the past. 
 
Rick Ketcham:  I’m not saying that it’s appropriate in this situation, but in the 
Adirondacks you sometimes see that these towers are made to blend in with the 
environment.  How is it determined when that is appropriate? 
 
Matt Bourke:  I think that is determined on a case by case basis, but it would be in the 
Town’s law if they had any aesthetic requirements.  If it’s not in the law, it can be asked 
for but it’s easier if that has already been established in the law. 
 
Doug Bowen:  Any other questions?  No?  I’ll take a motion to approve the zoning law. 
 
John Penhollow made a motion to approve the zoning referral log.  The motion was 
seconded by Dick Patton and passed unanimously. 
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Department 
Highlights 

Matt Bourke:  I’ll provide a bit of background on the project and give you an update.  
LWRP stands for Local Waterfront Revitalization Program.  It’s a program through the NY 
Department of State to allow communities to do more intensive planning along 
waterfronts.  The program also provides grants for participating communities.  
Currently, we’re working with the Lake Erie communities to get one in place.  We 
submitted a draft plan to the State back in 2018.  The Department was going through 
some restructuring at the time, and the plan had been at a bit of a standstill.  It’s finally 
back on track and we’re working with the Department to make the edits they’ve 
requested section by section.  We’re looking to have it completed by August 2021.  
Doug, is there anything else we need to cover? 
 
Doug Bowen:  One of the issues that Department of State had was that with their 
turnover, we had new people working on the project with new ideas on what the rules 
should be.  One issue that came up in their review was where the outlying boundary 
should exist.  Beyond that, we’re hopeful to get this wrapped up sooner than later.  
Ripley has already received grant funding through the LWRP, so it doesn’t need to be 
completed to receive grant funding.  Any questions? 
 
Bruno Bruni:  Did the County invest anything into this plan? 
 
Doug Bowen:  There was a County match included in the original grant and part of that 
was staff time.  If there aren’t any more questions, Melissa we can move on to the 
Agricultural Development and Enhancement Strategy. 
 
Melissa Keller:  This is an update to the County’s Farmland Protection Plan, originally 
done in 2001.  We changed the name to better reflect the intensions of the updated 
plan.  The original plan centered around protecting against development pressures, this 
update will focus on economic viability of farmland.  With this plan we will develop 
strategies and recommendations relevant to the current agricultural landscape.  We do 
have to abide by the requirements set by the NYS Department of Agriculture and 
Markets, however, they have expressed to us that we do have flexibility to make this 
plan our own.  Right now, we’re really at the beginning stages of the process.  We had 
our kickoff in Nov. to get all of our project partners together and kick the process off.  
We’ve provided our consultants with regional planning documents so that they can get a 
feel for our area and begin to give them context.  They’re in a data collection phase and 
will soon begin conducting interviews of the local agricultural community and local 
leaders.  We foresee the recommended strategies focusing on agricultural development, 
economic development, marketing, policy and regulation, possibly infrastructure, and 
diversification.  These will evolve, change, and become more specific over time as we 
progress with interviews and surveys.  The timeline for the project projects that we will 
complete the project around this September.  Does anyone have any questions? 
 
Dave Pihl:  Is there any way to include processing of the end product?  There is not only 
the growing aspect, this County has a long history of those processing facilities and 
we’ve lost a lot of that over the years.  Is there a way to investigate if we could bring 
that back to the County? 
 



4 

 

 

Department 
Highlights 

Melissa Keller:  Some of that might come into play when discussing infrastructure, but 
certainly, that is a potential avenue for the plan.  The interviews and conversations that 
the consultants have will guide the direction of the plan and its recommendations.  I 
foresee that processing will be a part of the conversation.  At this stage of the plan, 
we’re not sure yet how it will take form. 

Trail 
Development 

Melissa Keller:  When we spoke back in March, we gave you all a summary of the trail 
projects we’re working on.  We’ve made some progress on the Welch Trail, if you recall 
is behind the Welch Building in Westfield.  The trail will extend across the old trolley bed 
and will include a little loop to provide some access to Chautauqua Creek.  The intention 
to create a destination point and connection to the Westfield downtown area.  We’re 
hoping to start construction in the Spring.  In addition to this, we’ve also been exploring 
other trail and maintenance opportunities.  Matt, I’ll turn it over to you to. 
 
Matt Bourke:  A shorter term project we’re looking at is to apply for grant funds to get 
additional trail counters.  They’re mobile units that will help us to count how many 
people are using our trails.  The Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo has a grant 
program that supports trail planning.  The application is due this Friday and we were 
hoping to submit an ask of $14,000 for four counters.  It’s a no match grant program.  
We’d like to use this to collect more data on the usage of our trails for trail maintenance, 
future trail development, and for future grant opportunities as well.  We’d like to ask the 
Board if they would support our grant application with a letter of support. 
 
Doug Bowen:  I will accept a motion to support the grant application. 
 
Bruno Bruni made the motion.  The motion was seconded by Dick Patton and passed 
unanimously. 

Capital 
Projects 

Kathleen Dennison:  Earlier this year we put the 2020 awarded projects on hold due to 
uncertainty about the County finances related to COVID.  Things have stabilized enough 
to take us off pause so all of the projects awarded for 2020 can be used and spent – with 
the only change being what you approved this evening. 
 
Rick Ketcham:  Is it true that some projects may not be moving forward yet even though 
they have the green light? 
 
Kathleen Dennison:  I would agree with that statement.  They are proceeding now, but 
slowly. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Work Plan Doug Bowen:  This has been a difficult task for me to direct the Board on how to narrow 

their focus.  It is my understanding that we expect Don’s replacement to be filled soon, 
around mid-January.  Melissa and I discussed that we could potentially hold this 
conversation off until they are in that position.  We also discussed the potential of 
bringing in speakers.  Some of those individuals do speak before the Legislature and 
their committees.  Due to the current circumstances, those meetings have been live 
streamed and recorded.  Members can listen in to those meetings. 
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Work Plan Melissa Keller:  I’ll just add, with the PED meetings the timing willing not always be 
convenient.  Our meetings are the first Tuesday of the month and they meet on the third 
Wednesday of the month, so we might be backtracking a little.  However, I can keep an 
eye on the agenda and share the minutes and recordings with you. 
 
Doug Bowen:  With that, we’d like to see if the Board would be able to meet the second 
Tuesday of January in hopes that Don’s replacement can join us. 
 
John Penhollow:  I’ll make that motion. 
 
The motion was seconded by Dick Patton and passed unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to adjournment the meeting.  Dick Patton made a 

motion to adjourn the meeting.  Bruno Bruni seconded the motion and it was approved 
unanimously. 
 
 
  

 


