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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
Zoom 

January 12, 2021 
4:00PM 

 

PRESENT: Doug Bowen, Bruno Bruni, Jeff Gossett, Kristy Kathman, Kathleen Dennison, Dave Pihl, Dick 
Patton, Bernie Auer, Rick Ketcham 
ABSENT: Brad Bentley, John Penhollow 
OTHERS: Rebecca Wurster, Melissa Keller 

ADMINISTRATION  

MINUTES Chairman Bowen called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the January 
Planning Board Meeting. 
 
Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to approve the minutes for the December 2020 
meeting.  Rick Ketcham made the motion.  The motion was seconded by Bruno Bruni 
and passed unanimously. 
 
 CORRESP. None. 

PRIVILEGE OF 
FLOOR 

None. 

ORGANIZATIONAL BUSINESS 
Chairperson 
Nominations 
and Election 

Doug Bowen:  At this time, I’ll take nominations for Planning Board Chair. 
 
Rick Ketcham:  I’ll nominate Doug. 
 
Dick Patton seconded the nomination. 
 
Doug Bowen:  Are there any additional nominations? If not, I’ll accept a motion to close 
the nominations for Planning Board Chair. 
 
Bruno Bruni:  I’ll make that motion. 
 
The motion was seconded by Rick Ketcham and passed unanimously.  Board members 
voted unanimously to elect Doug Bowen as Chairperson. 

Vice 
Chairperson 
Nominations 
and Election 

Doug Bowen:  I’ll open the floor for nominations for Vice Chairperson.  I’ll move to make 
Bruno Bruni Vice Chair. 
 
Bernie Auer:  I’ll second that motion. 
 
Doug Bowen:  Any other nominations?  Hearing none, all in favor of having Bruno as Vice 
Chair, say aye. 
 
The Board voted unanimously to elect Bruno Bruni as Vice Chair. 
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Monthly 
Meeting 
Dates 

Doug Bowen:  Does anyone have any suggestions on the meeting schedule?  
 
Kathleen Dennison:  I just wanted to comment that September 7th is the day after Labor 
Day. 
 
Doug Bowen:  If everyone is okay with this, I will take a motion to approve the meeting 
schedule as presented.   
 
Dick Patton:  I make that motion. 
 
The motion was seconded by Kristy Kathman and approved unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Zoning 
Referral Log 

Melissa Keller:  Two projects we wanted to highlight were the Cassadaga Comprehensive 
Plan and the Falconer Zoning code.  We wanted you to be aware of these project and 
highlight some of the comments we will be including.  We wanted to congratulate the 
Cassadaga Planning Board for taking the initiative to put this plan together.  We did 
comment that there is a lot on their community vision and their action items, but not 
much background on the current state of their community.  We said this would be 
helpful to include and would help to provide a baseline measurement for progress.  We 
had a few technical comments on the action items provided and saw some similarities 
between their goals and the County’s goals outlined in the Economic Development 
Strategy.  We encouraged them to review regional documents to include those parallels. 
 
Doug Bowen:  Thanks, Melissa.  I know it can be difficult to write a comprehensive plan 
in house.  Ripley did our own in the early 2000s and that was my first stint with it.  Any 
questions?  No, we’ll move on to Falconer. 
 
Melissa Keller:  Matt did a review of the Falconer Zoning Code that was submitted.  We 
wanted to bring it to your attention and also commend them for doing this after going 
through their comprehensive planning process. 
 
Doug Bowen:  Any other questions on the zoning referral log?  If not,  I’ll accept a 
motion to approve it as presented. 
 
Dick Patton: I’ll make that motion. 
 
Kristy Kathman seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. 

OLD BUSINESS 
Departmental 
Updates 

Melissa Keller:  For this meeting I prepared an overview on the Food Policy Council.  The 
intention of the Council is to bring together different sectors of the food system to 
bridge the gaps within it.  Those sectors include agricultural production, processing, 
aggregation, distribution, and waste.  COVID has brought some issues within the system 
to the forefront, and the Council has recognized that there is a lack of awareness for 
what a food system is.  We’d like to work on educating the community and begin to 
build our network. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to adjournment the meeting.  Dick Patton made a 

motion to adjourn the meeting.  Rick Ketcham seconded the motion and it was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 
  

 


