
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY FARMLAND PROTECTION BOARD MINUTES 
 

Tuesday, September 13
th

, 2011 
 

PRESENT: Steve Kimball, Fred Croscut, Jay Gould, Virginia Carlberg, Frank Walker, Jim Joy, William 

Daly and James Caflisch  
 

ABSENT: Brian Aldrich and Dennis Rak   
 

OTHERS: Donald McCord (Planning), Kathy Tampio (Legislature), Joyce Lineman and Jeanne Polisoto 

MINUTES There were no minutes requiring approval. 

 

PRIVILEGE 

OF FLOOR 

Ms. Polisoto stated that she had spoken with Mr. McCord regarding the possibility of having two 

of her parcels within the Village of Forestville included in the State Agricultural District. She 

said the property is viable farmland and Dave Wilson of the Soil and Water Conservation District 

has told her that these parcels are considered "prime farmland." Ms. Polisoto said that the 

property is being illegally used as a stormwater drainage area by the Village. Although the 

property is not currently in cultivation she plans on utilizing the property as a community garden 

through the Rural Ministries gardening imitative and believes it should be added to the District. 

 

Mrs. Lineman stated that the property within the Village of Forestville that is owned by the Ragg 

family has not been in production for five years. 
 

NEW 

BUSINESS: 

State 

Agricultural 

District # 2 

Review 

Don McCord explained the State Agricultural District review process to Board members. Mr. 

McCord said that the Planning Department works with Cornell Cooperative Extension to identify 

farmers within the District and creates a local ad hoc committee. The committee then reviews 

aerial photos of the district with prime soils and parcel boundaries and makes recommendations 

for potential additions or deletions from the District. These recommended changes, along with 

the existing District boundaries, are sent to landowners affected by the proposed changes, local 

municipal officials and the Chautauqua County IDA for review and comment. The Planning 

Department utilizes this feedback to analyze suggested modifications, local planning efforts and 

potential conflicts. The results, with recommendations, are then brought to the County Farmland 

Protection Board for review and consideration. The Board can agree with the recommendations 

or modify the recommendations before forwarding the Board's suggested District amendments to 

the County Legislature for consideration and adoption. 

 

In the case of the properties that were considered with the Village of Forestville municipal 

boundary, the Village of Forestville did submit a letter asking that the Polisoto parcels and the 

Ragg parcel not be added to the District because they were in a residential area. We examined the 

parcels in question and found that they were in an area closely surrounded by residential holdings 

in the center of the Village; and were not in active agricultural production as defined by the New 

York State Department of Agriculture and Markets requirements for an ag exemption. Based 

upon this we did not recommend them for inclusion in the District but informed Ms. Polisoto that 

she should come to this meeting and present her case for their inclusion. Regardless of what the 

Planning Department as staff recommend, it is the Board's decision on whether to recommend 

modification to the District and what form that will take. 

 

Ms. Polisoto said that she objected to it not being included and that the property has already been 

subject to spot zoning. 

 

Mr. Kimball stated that zoning is a separate issue from the Sate Agricultural District review. 

 

Mr. Caflisch said that he was against including the parcels. The parcels are not actively farmed, 

can't get an exemption and are not rented or leased for agriculture. 



Mr. Joy said that a similar debate over property had occurred during the review of the Pomfret 

Agricultural District during the last review. The Village of Fredonia, which includes some viable 

lands in grapes, had viewed the issue as a "what if scenario." If we allow the land to be placed in 

a State Agricultural District, with the protections provided, what if the agricultural use changes to 

a pig farm or something else that would cause a problem. I believe this is the scenario that the 

Village of Forestville is up against and they are being prudent in recommending that we not 

include these parcels. I agree with Mr. Caflisch. 

 

Ms. Polisoto said that she objects to that point of view and does not think that the Board is 

meeting the mission as stated in the Chautauqua County Farmland Protection Plan. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Caflisch to accept the list of parcels suggested for addition or deletion that 

would result in the modification of State Agricultural District # 2 (now including all lands and 

modifications within State Agricultural Districts # 5 & 9), with the exception of the Ragg parcel 

located within the Village of Forestville, with a second by Mr. Croscut, the Board recommended 

(7 – Yes, 1-Opposed) said modifications to Chautauqua County Legislature for consideration.    

Village of 

Brocton 

Waterline 

Replacement 

Notice of Intent 

Mr. McCord reported that the Village of Brocton is proposing to replace waterlines within the 

Village and the Town of Portland in conjunction with water plant upgrades. He said that the 

Village of Brocton has been under an order from the County Health Department to make 

upgrades since 2007. 

 

Staff's review of the mapping and engineering plans indicates that 18 farms with 278 acres are 

within 500 feet of the proposed modifications. However, most of the line replacement will just 

replace pre-existing lines and not impact agricultural lands. One agricultural parcel will require 

an easement of 1400 square feet along the corner of the property but no productive lands will be 

affected. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Daly, with a second by Mr. Caflisch the Board unanimously approved 

recommendation of approval of the proposed project to the Commissioner of Agriculture. 

PDR Support 

Letter 

Mr. Croscut suggested that the Farmland Protection Board submit a letter to the Commissioner of 

Agriculture supporting an increase in Purchase of Development Rights funding at the State level. 

On a motion by Mr. Croscut, with a second by Mrs. Carlberg, the Board unanimously approved 

submitting a letter supporting an increase in PDR funding based upon the draft letter supplied by 

Wayne County.  

Next Meeting No meeting was scheduled. 

 


