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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY FOOD POLICY COUNCIL 
25 Maple Avenue 

Cassadaga, NY 14718 
August 28, 2019   2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

 
PRESENT: Sue Abers, Linnea Carlson, Mikayla Certo, Linda DeJoseph, Colin Erdle, James Galbato, Patty 
Hammond, Elizabeth Margarito, Kathleen Peterson, Emily Reynolds, Shelly Wells 
ABSENT: Paul J. Wendel 
OTHERS: Melissa Keller 

NEW BUSINESS 
Introductions Melissa Keller – I thought we could start off with introductions.  We’ll just go around 

the room, and you can tell everyone your name, organization, and what you do 
within the food system. 
 
Linda DeJoseph – I currently work for Jamestown Community College on the campus 
in Olean.  I continue to work with the Jamestown campus as a counselor and an 
instructor.  We deal with a lot of food insecurity with our students.  We live in a food 
desert at JCC in Jamestown.  It’s difficult to find places where they can buy different 
foods at an affordable cost.  We do have food pantries at both campuses. 
 
Sue Abers – My husband and I have Abers Acres.  I’m one of the farmers here, I can 
tell you from a farmers perspective what our issues are.  We can give you our insights 
into food access and getting food where it needs to go.  We’re farming, we don’t 
always have time to take the food to the places it’s needed.  I can tell you about 
things from our perspective. 
 
Colin Erdle – I am also a farmer.  We grow small fruits, raspberries, strawberries, 
blueberries.  We also grow grapes, concords, and I’m a Welch part owner.  We also 
do the farmer’s market up in Buffalo.  We’re kind of like the last ring of the suburbs 
from Buffalo.  Talking to people from Southern Chautauqua County and the rest of 
the County, I feel like I’m not really a part of the County because most of my business 
is done up in Buffalo.  It will be nice to connect with you all and get things fixed up. 
 
Patty Hammond – I own Avid Farms in Sheridan.  My son and daughter-in-law raise 
lamb and chickens.  That’s not why I’m here though.  I’m here to represent the 
Northern Chautauqua Community Foundation.  We’re working on creative 
placemaking and the creative economy.  We believe that to get people to want to live 
here, we have to have a strong food system and support all of our other creative and 
innovator sectors.  We have people who commute here from Erie County, East 
Aurora, and Hamburg.  We want them to want to move down here.   
 
James Galbato – I am the Director of Operations for Brigiotta’s in Jamestown.  Many 
people know Brigiotta’s as the retail market on Fairmount Avenue. 
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Introductions 
(continued) 

However, the bulk of our business is actually as a wholesale produce distributor.  We 
service about a 100 mile radius from Jamestown, NY.  We sell directly to pretty much 
anyone in the food service industry, restaurants, large grocers, institutions, schools, 
hospitals.  My job is interfacing with the sales department.  We do a lot of 
transportation and logistics.  I’m hoping to give a little insight into transportation and 
distribution to the Council, as well as learn how we can improve our local purchasing 
to get more local product into the hands of local businesses and institutions.   
 
Elizabeth Margarito – I am from the Jamestown Salvation Army.  We have many 
programs, one of them being a rather large food pantry.  That’s why I showed 
interest in this Council, where I can show my client’s perspective on food insecurity.   
 
Linnea Carlson – I am the public market manager at the Jamestown Renaissance 
Corporation.   I manage the Jamestown Public Farmer’s Market, I’ve worked with 
many of you, including Sue, at that.  Last summer we started our mobile market, 
where we bring fresh produce to food desert areas of the city.  One of the places we 
go is the Salvation Army.  We see big barriers in food access, whether that’s due to 
cost or transportation.  I was really excited to be a part of this group to see what 
changes we can make, and make connections throughout the system. 
 
Shelly Wells – I’m with the Chautauqua County Department of Health and Human 
Services.  My title there is Public Health Planner.  We look at statistics in the County 
and plan interventions that will increase or decrease the numbers – depending on 
what we’re looking at.  My passion is to improve the health of those in our County.  
It’s also good for me to hear everyone else’s perspective, because I have a tendency 
to only think about health.  I’m excited that we can all work together to help improve 
things. 
 
Emily Reynolds – I’m the Executive Director at Chautauqua County Cornell 
Cooperative Extension.  Cooperative Extension touches the food system in just about 
every way possible I think.  We have a youth development program, 4H, and we also 
have an agriculture development program to support the farming industry.  We also 
have a Master Gardeners Program where we work with residents.  We’re in the 
Cornell Vegetable Program and the Lake Erie Regional Grape Program.  We touch the 
food system in a lot of ways.  We also have the expanded food and nutrition 
educational program, which is a federal program where we teach income eligible 
people how to cook, budget, and how to make healthy life choices.   
 
Mikayla Certo – I’m from the Chautauqua County Health Network.  I work under the 
Creating Healthy School and Communities grant.  This is a five year program, and one 
of the objectives is to increase access to nutritious, affordable food.  While we don’t 
provide any direct programing, my job is to be the liaison between the Network, 
schools, and community based organizations.  I also run the Food Security Task Force, 
where we have people working on food security come together to discuss important 
topics.  We’ll be working on a lot of action items, and I hope to use that group to  
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Introductions 
(continued) 

work on behalf of the Council to aid them in any way we can. 
 
Kathleen Peterson – I am the Executive Director of Chautauqua County Rural 
Ministries.  We are a human service agency, and we have an emergency food pantry, 
a soup kitchen, and food-processing center.  We have a gleaning project.  I don’t have 
a background in politics or policy making, my background is actually in theology.  I did 
grow up on a grape farm and I’m excited to be a part of this Council.  I’m looking 
forward to making connections and sharing whatever might be helpful from us. 
 
Melissa Keller – Thank you.  We do have one vacancy on the Council.  Once we figure 
out what direction we’re going in, we can fill that vacancy in accordance with our 
direction.   

Presentation on 
Food Policy 
Councils and 
Food System 

(Presentation on Food Policy Councils and Food System given by Melissa Keller) 
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Discussion on 
Capital Projects 
(continued) 

Bruno Bruni – Is there a good time we could then meet with the departments? 
 
Kathleen Dennison - The operating process doesn’t conclude for the departments 
until around September 30th.  January and February is a time for heavier for financial 
questions. Between October and December there isn’t as much of a budgetary 
demand for the departments. 
 
Rick Ketcham – Let’s look at some sort of educational program that you can put 
together, possibly with our outside assistance.  We can see when you’ll have the 
department meetings and figure out when it might be helpful to meet with individual 
departments.  I think we can start with a group meeting. 
 
George Borrello – We won’t solve this all at once but I think this is a good direction. 
 
Bruno Bruni – If a department knows they have a complex project, we could have 
them come talk to the Board in advance. 
 
Brad Bentley – I’ve had the opportunity to be on both sides of the table.  What I 
found is that when I brought my staff to the meeting in Fredonia, it was helpful.  You 
had the opportunity to ask questions and get some answers.  If there is a topic that 
frustrates you, invite them to come speak with you in advance.  You can take that 
time throughout the year to learn more and tackle those larger issues. 
 
Don McCord – I have to add one thing in Doug’s absence, he would have loved to be 
here today.  One of the concerns from the Board’s perspective and Doug, is the level 
of funding that is available in the capital reserve and the set aside generated from 
interest.  When we look at the capital need, we know that it can’t all be done in a 
given year.  We are finding that if we keep the same trajectory we’re on and keep 
doing what we’ve been doing, it’s not sustainable without beginning to bond or 
something.  That is a long term concern that we think need to have discussions about 
on the County level before it becomes a crisis.   
 
John Penhollow – I certainly agree, especially when you’re looking at the needs of, 
say, Brad’s department and the equipment purchases, the roads and bridges.  What 
we put in last year was a huge injection, but it can’t just stop there.  We’ve seen what 
happened in Jamestown with their equipment.  Brad’s laying out what he needs to do 
for his job, we need to provide the resources he needs to do it or else he  can’t 
provide that same level of service.   
 
Rick Ketcham – I think it was well stated in the statement that was provided to the 
Legislature.  I think some of the costs were due to under-investments in past years.  
It’s going to catch up with us.  It’s no one’s fault, it’s just reality. 
 
Bruno Bruni – Alright, any more questions for the County Executive? 
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Discussion on 
Capital Projects 
(continued) 

Kathleen Dennison – I’ll just make one comment to follow up on that.  I think some of 
the departments are frustrated because they find the process somewhat futile.  They 
feel that if even if they make a great presentation, if there is no money to fund it, 
there is not a point to it. 
 
George Borrello – It’s a bit of a salesman’s job in a way.  They have to convince you 
that their project is worthwhile.  I think a good next step will be to review the process 
with the departments and come up with a suggestion of how we can improve and see 
if that fits with the Planning Board thoughts. 
 
Pierre Chagnon – I have one last comment.  I view this discussion as very positive.  
You provide a great service to County government and the Legislature.  There have 
been frustrations with this process in the past.  If we did not have these 
conversations, we would get the same results and same frustration.  The County 
respects the role you play and we appreciate your efforts. 
 
Don McCord – I think we’ve covered the review of the process in our discussions here 
and can move to the next item on the agenda.   
 
George Borrello – I have one more thing I’d like to throw out there.  I’m happy to 
come to more of these meetings if that is helpful.  We want to improve the process 
here.  Part of doing that is the having the interaction between department heads, the 
executive branch, and the Board.  I would be happy to be here. 

Zoning Referral 
Log 

John Penhollow made a motion to approve the zoning referral log.  Dick Patton 
seconded the motion.  The motion was passed unanimously. 
 County Planning 

Board Meeting 
Schedule – August 
and September 

Melissa Keller – In the past the Board has decided to take a break for the August 
meeting and resume meeting in September.  Did we want to continue that this year 
or would you like to keep the August meeting?  We also wanted to see if you wanted 
to alter the locations of the meetings for the remainder of the year. 

 
John Penhollow – Do we want to have a quick meeting to look at and revise the 
schedule?  We can take some of the comments here regarding capital projects and 
address those. 
 
Bruno Bruni – So we’ll keep the meeting for August and to talk about the scheduling.  
We’ll need to get notification out soon. 
 
 

Old Business 
 None. 

Adjournment 
 Bruno Bruni made a motion to adjourn the meeting in advance of the Jamestown 

Community College campus tour.  John Penhollow seconded the motion.  The motion  
was passed unanimously. 

 


