
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
9520 Fredonia-Stockton Rd., Fredonia, NY 

 
January 10, 2017 

 
PRESENT: Chair Doug Bowen, Vice Chair John Frey, Bruno Bruni, John Penhollow, Rich Ketcham, Jeff 
Gossett, Dave Pihl, Bernie Auer 
ABSENT: Ted Bogdan, Dick Patton 
 
OTHERS: Pat Gooch and Leah Stow of CCPED; Greg Fox of Dunkirk Observer 

MINUTES Minutes from the December Planning Board Meeting were unanimously approved on a 
motion by Jeff Gossett that was seconded by John Frey. 

CORRESP. Municipal referrals, Response from Hanover and Villenova noting they had passed 
resolutions for the Wind Farms. Ball Hill Environmental Impact Statement was also 
received, no action required on the County Planning Board’s part.  

PRIVILEGE 
OF FLOOR 

John Frey brought up a recent article by The Post Journal titled Audit Criticizes County 
Investments, Payroll, published January 4, 2017. Mr. Frey provided a synopsis of the 
article and explained why this Board should be aware of the article and its relationship to 
our work. Mr. Frey stated that his career in banking provided experience in this area.  At 
one point in his career he was dealing with eight Western New York Counties to help 
them invest their funds. Mr. Frey stated that, although Chautauqua County was criticized 
for some investment practices; for the most part those investment practices have 
benefited the residents of Chautauqua County. The audit pointed out that the County 
could possibly get better interest rates on its bank accounts if it issued a Request for 
Proposal for Banking Services due to the competitive nature of the process. RFPs on a 
periodic basis are warranted, but a needless waste of time and effort on an annual basis. 
The current County Investment Procedures currently in place are providing higher 
interest and returns on investments than standard CD investments even in a competitive 
banking environment. This is important to this Board, as the interest on the County’s 
portfolio funds capital projects.  Therefore, a better interest rate should generate better 
return and more money for capital projects. The article pointed out the County took a 
loss on several investments as they sold some before maturity, which is in violation of 
Chautauqua County investment policies and Municipal Law. Mr. Frey thought the 
Planning Board should be aware of this, but not to be overly worried. He also indicated 
in his opinion, the Planning Board should make it known they are aware of the findings. 
Mr. Gooch indicated he would send a copy of the appropriate General Municipal Law 
and County investment policies for board members.  
 
Pat Gooch added that at the Governor’s State of the State address, the Governor 
proposed a similar program to the Downtown Revitalization Program that Jamestown 
won for smaller communities such as the villages and small towns of Western New 
York.  A complete listing was not provided, however Fredonia and Bemus Point were on 
the slide that was displayed. 

Nominations for 
Chair and Vice 
Chair 

Nominations for Chair:  
John Frey nominated Doug Bowen for County Planning Board Chair, which was 
seconded by Bernie Auer. Doug Bowen accepted the nomination.  
 
A motion to close nominations for Chairperson was made by Bruno Bruni and seconded 
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by John Frey. 
 
Bruno Bruni, with a second from Rich Ketcham motioned to elect Doug Bowen as 
Chairperson of the Chautauqua County Planning Board.  The motion to elect Doug 
Bowen to Chairperson of the Chautauqua County Planning Board was unanimously 
carried.  
 
Nominations for Vice Chair:  
John Penhollow nominated John Frey, with a second from Dave Pihl.  John Frey 
accepted the nomination.  
 
Bruno Bruni motioned to close nominations with a second from Dave Pihl.  
 
Rich Kethcam motioned to elect John Frey as Vice Chair, and was seconded by Bruno 
Bruni. The motion to elect John Frey to Vice Chair was unanimously approved. 

NEW BUSINESS 
NYS DOT 
Proposed 
Roundabout on 
Route 60 and 20 
in Fredonia. 

If you aren’t aware, the NYS DOT held a public meeting for a proposed design change to 
the intersection of U.S. Route 20 (a.k.a. Main Street) and N.Y.S. Route 60 (a.k.a. Bennett 
Road) in Pomfret and Fredonia. The proposed change is to install a roundabout and 
medians that extend as far back as the Walmart on N.Y.S. Route 60. 

• The current status of the project is in Development. 
• The Bid Opening is expected to be in Fall 2017 
• Construction is expected to begin in Fall 2017 
• Construction is expected to be completed in Summer 2018.  

Not all Board members are aware, but General Municipal Law 239-c (3)(h) Highway 
construction grants this board authority to review, before the final  approval  of  any  
plan involving  the  construction  or  reconstruction  of any state or county highway, with 
or without federal aid, the county planning board shall be given an opportunity to 
examine such plans and offer suggestions with respect thereto. This paragraph shall in no 
manner be construed as nullifying or contravening the final approval of the 
commissioner of transportation. 
 
Pat Gooch distributed a visual to board members with two diagrams. The top diagram 
represented the traffic circle with the approximate median lengths proposed by the DOT. 
The bottom diagram represented the traffic circle with median distances at the length that 
the Federal Highway Administration requires as the minimum distance for similar 
roundabouts.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding the roundabout and median lengths. Questions were posed 
on the impact this would have on business and high school traffic located near this 
intersection. Discussion points also included pedestrian/bicycle traffic and tractor-trailer 
traffic. Mr. Gooch made some points on design features. The NYS DOT informational 
materials handed out at DOT’s public hearing indicated that there were 41 accidents at 
the intersection and 61 accidents along the approach segments over a three year period, 
with 54 of 61 attributed to motorists entering exiting the driveways and commercial 
plazas along Bennett Road.  
 
Members, wanted to reiterate that they were not anti-roundabout, they just wanted to 
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make sure the impact on businesses was considered along with ensuring safety for all 
users along this route. Members inquired on examples of similar intersections or 
roundabouts that provide a similar model to compare to.  Additionally, several members 
shared personals anecdotes about the efficiency of roundabouts they have used 
elsewhere. 
 
Pat Gooch provided a draft letter that he would like the Board to review before it is sent 
to the DOT. He indicated that this letter will be edited to include the board’s opinion.  
 
A motion was made by John Frey and seconded by Bruno Bruni to send a letter from the 
Planning Board to the DOT regarding this issue. Unanimously carried. 

 
Focus for 2017 Chairman Bowen stated that as part of their January meeting the Board typically plans 

and prioritizes its goals for the upcoming calendar year. With that being said we will 
discuss some of the potential topics to be covered.  For the past year or so, we focused on 
different action areas of the Comprehensive Plan. However, the County Executive and 
his assistant Dan started doing similar work under the THRIVE Initiative.  As their 
resources and time is far greater than ours, we welcomed their help. Dan has kept us 
informed throughout.  They will be putting together a final document that summarizes 
the actions achieved and not achieved. We will review this after it comes out to 
determine if there is an area we want to tackle. But, I’d like the other members input on 
topics for this year. It is an open floor and I’m open to anything.  
 
Pat Gooch stated that he hoped to fulfill one of Doug’s long standing requests to have a 
training session for code enforcement and zoning officers and judicial discretion and 
enforcement, which was spearheaded by this Board. The point of this is to improve 
enforcement of zoning laws. 

 
Other ideas?  
• Dave Pihl inquired on the North County Sewer District progress for Chautauqua 

Lake.  
• Chair Bowen indicated board members should feel free to present ideas on focus 

groups at any time throughout the year. 
• John Frey indicated it might make sense to get input from the County Executive on 

focus areas.  
 
 

 
Zoning Referral 
Log 

Bernie Auer made a point that an upcoming zoning referral will be coming from the 
Village of Bemus Point for the former Surf Club, which is now Ellicottville Brewing 
Company at Chautauqua in regards to a special use permit. 
 
John Penhollow made a motion to accept the zoning referral log, seconded by Jeff 
Gossett. The zoning referral log for December and January was unanimously approved. 

 OLD BUSINESS 
Revised 2017 
Schedule 

 Capital Projects Presentations moved from Tuesday, May 9th to Thursday, May 11th. 
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Wind Projects 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chautauqua 
County Landfill 
 

 Cassadaga Wind Project  
i. A revised submission has been submitted to NYS and the application has been 

certified as complete and hearings were held yesterday and today at the Sinclairville 
Fire Hall. 

Ball Hill Wind Energy Project  
ii. Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) was issued 11-22-2016 and was 

accepted by the Town of Villenova.  
 
 
No new updates. County has received permission to begin clearing.  

OTHER  
   
ADJOURNMENT 
 A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by John Frey, and seconded by John 

Penhollow. The motion was unanimously approved.  

NEXT MEETING 
 

Our next meeting is February 7th from 4pm to 6pm at the Gerace Office Building, Room 
331, 3 N. Erie Street, Mayville, NY 14757. 
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