
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
 

Tuesday January 2nd, 2007 
 
PRESENT:  Chairman Holt, Rebecca Brumagin, Michael Rodgers, Greg Rabb, Doug Bowen, Ted Bogden, Larry Barmore and Joe Affronte 
 
ABSENT:    Dorothy Mangano, Steve Senske, and Ray Cenni (resigned effective January 1st) 
 
OTHERS:   Donald McCord, Christine Kinn (Planning Department), Claire Quadri and John Jablonski (Environmental Management 
Council). 
 

MINUTES On a motion by Joe Affronte, seconded by Michael Rodgers, the minutes of the December 5th, 2006 meeting were 
unanimously approved. 

PRIVILEGE OF 
FLOOR 

None 
  

CORRESPOND. None.  
NEW MEMBERS Chairman Holt welcomed Ted Bogden, Larry Barmore and Doug Bowen to the board.  
ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT 
COUNCIL 
DISCUSSION 

Pete Holt said the board discussed a resolution supporting the creation of a comprehensive plan with the 
Environmental Management Council (EMC) at the December meeting. Out of that conversation some other 
interesting things came up. The EMC is joining us today to discuss potential joint projects and how the boards might 
communicate better and work more closely.  
 
Claire Quadri asked for the board to explain the status of the comprehensive plan resolution so the EMC could 
discuss where they fit into that process. 
 
Don McCord explained that the motion put forth from the EMC in support of the resolution was taken to the 
Planning and Economic Development Committee of the Legislature. The Committee supported the resolution and 
took it to the full Legislature where it was passed. The next step will be to form a task force to work on this project. 
The Legislature has two appointments to the task force and the Executive has two appointments with William Daly 
being the fifth member. 
 
Claire Quadri asked if the meetings would be open and if the EMC could participate. She said the EMC would like 
to be kept in the loop and notified of the meetings and considered as a resource. Other than that the EMC did not 
request any formal process where we coordinate with each other and I don't know if we need to make that formal. 
We can continue to stay informed of your meetings and agenda and the EMC can do the same for your board. 
 
John Jablonski said that he felt there was a general sense on the EMC that the board wanted environmental 
constraints and environmental resources considered as a fundamental component of the comprehensive plan.  

ORGANIZATIONAL 
MEETING 

Pete Holt explained that the January meeting is the annual organizational meeting as dictated by the board's bylaws. 
He said that there are two positions to be filled, Chair and Vice-Chair. The 2006 positions were filled by myself and 
Ray Cenni, who has resigned as of yesterday.  
 
Rebecca Brumagin asked if Pete Holt would be willing to stay on as Chair in 2007. 



Pete said he would but he felt it was important that someone new would eventually take over that might have a 
different perspective and way of doing things. If not today, I would hope that we could in the future get into a bit of a 
rotation to bring forward new ideas. 
 
Rebecca Brumagin nominated Pete Holt with a second by Greg Rabb. Pete asked for other nominations. Hearing 
none the board unanimously elected Pete Holt as Chairman. 
 
Pete asked for nominations for Vice-Chair. Pete nominated Rebecca Brumagin with a second from Joe Affronte. 
Pete asked for other nominations. Hearing none the board unanimously elected Rebecca Brumagin as Vice-Chair. 

DRAFT WORK PLAN 
AND SCHEDULE 

Don McCord explained that each year he prepares a draft work plan and schedule for the organizational meeting. 
These documents are usually put together without much input from the board so we are very open to suggestions for 
change. Don went over each item on the work plan with the board.  
 
Rebecca Brumagin ask if the spring training for code enforcement officers would include local planning and zoning 
board members and if it would meet the four hour training requirement.  
 
Don said it would be open to anyone who wanted to attend. The Planning Department is working with the City of 
Jamestown and JCC to attempt and configure this so it fulfills the mandatory hours. The difficulty is doing the 
training in the evening and providing enough training to meet the requirement in one night. 
 
Don said that he was preparing a memo to be sent to the municipalities explaining how a local resolution may help 
clarify the training issue.  
 
Greg Rabb questioned the need for a resolution. 
 
Don said there seems to be confusion over some portions of the law and how communities are to implement the law. 
Because of the confusion we thought it would be helpful to clarify some issues. 
 
Rebecca Brumagin suggested that we make those types of recommendations to the Legislature to guide the County 
Planning Board. 
 
Pete Holt said that he felt one of the work items should be a brief overview of what planning does and the board's 
responsibilities. 
 
Greg Rabb suggested that the capital project be expanded. 
 
Greg Rabb said that since the Comprehensive Plan Task Force is not listed on the work plan he had some questions. 
Do they have an official charge?  
 
Don explained that the final resolution specified what the Task Forces deliverables should be. 
  



PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT 
UPDATE 

Don reported that the Town of Arkwright is considering a Wind Energy Conversion System law. He said that this 
law is a very technical law and is being reviewed by staff. Don distributed a copy of the draft law to members. He 
said if board members wanted to make comments the staff would take them into account as they craft a response 
letter.  
 
Pete asked if the law was taken to the County Law Department for review. 
 
Don said that staff usually does not send the law to the County Law Department for review. The Counsels Office at 
the New York Department of State has a high level of experience in these areas and we usually rely on them for 
opinions.   
 
Claire Quadri said that she is a member of a wind power group in Chautauqua County. The Arkwright Planning 
Board law was set aside and not used by the Town and the new proposed law was used in its place. From the County 
perspective Claire asked what role the Planning Board would play and what action has to be taken on laws with 
inter-municipal impacts. 
 
Don said that this particular law has created conversations internally. Depending on the proposed law and its 
relationship to components of the existing law it may not have inter-municipal impacts. The project, that may or may 
not evolve out of this law, may have inter-municipal impacts.  
 
Claire said that once the law is passed the County Planning Board does not have a role. 
 
Don said that the board does have a role under NYS GML 239-l&m. The local board would have to decide on a 
planning action, like a special use permit, for the project and would probably have to refer the matter to the County 
Planning Board. The zoning law is a planning action that will be reviewed from a technical aspect under NYS GML 
239 l&m. 
 
Pete said the board could vote on this law but most referrals get addressed by staff. I don't know if we want to vote 
up or down on this law today. I think we should review this law and forward comments to staff. 
 
Claire suggested that the board recommend that all of these projects go through full environmental review. She is 
aware of some that have not at the local level. In addition, inter-municipal impacts on municipal boundaries and 
wildlife might be examined.  
 
John Jablonski said that once you reach the project stage environmental impacts are often overlooked. 
 
Claire pointed out that there is a difference between and Environmental Impact Statement and an Environmental 
Assessment Form. 
 
It was agreed that the need for a DEIS would be examined during the review process. If we find a need for additional 
review we will make those recommendations. 
 
It was agreed upon to have the staff and the Law Department examine the law and forward comments to the board 



ZONING REFERRAL 
LOG 

Don provided the board with copies of the zoning referral log for the period from October 1stst through December 
30th of 2006. Board members are to review the log and forward questions to Don. 

NEXT MEETING The next meeting will be on February 6th at the Gerace Office Building, 3N. Erie Street, Mayville, New York 
from 4:00 to 6:00 PM in Room 333 

ADJOURNMENT Meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 
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