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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
Gerace Office Building – Legislative Chambers 
3 North Erie Street, Mayville, New York 14757 

November 10, 2020 
4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

 
PRESENT: Doug Bowen, Bruno Bruni, Jeff Gossett, Kristy Kathman, Kathleen Dennison, Dave Pihl, Dick 
Patton 
ABSENT: Bernie Auer, Brad Bentley, John Penhollow, Rick Ketcham 
OTHERS: Don McCord, Melissa Keller 

ADMINISTRATION  
MINUTES Chairman Bowen called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the 

September Planning Board Meeting. 
 
Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to approve the minutes for the October 2020 
meeting.  Bruno Bruni made the motion.  The motion was seconded by Dick Patton 
and passed unanimously. 
 
 CORRESP. Melissa Keller:  We received a letter from the New York State Office of Parks, 
Recreation, and Historic Preservation notifying us that Forest Heights has been added 
to the National Registry of Historic Places.  We also wanted to circulate the New York 
Planning Federation’s newsletter.  We have a physical copy if anyone would like to see 
it, but have emailed it out to you all. 
 
Doug Bowen:  I have something to add.  I believe you’re  all familiar with the South 
Ripley solar project by Connect Gen.  Back in April I had recused myself from the 
project because I was in discussions with a developer for my own property.  That has 
since fallen through and I have officially unrecused myself. 

PRIVILEGE OF 
FLOOR 

None. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Zoning 
Referral Log 

Doug Bowen:  If there are any comments or questions on the Zoning Referral Log, we’ll 
take those now.  Otherwise, I will take a motion to approve the log as presented. 
 
Dick Patton made a motion to approve the zoning referral log.  The motion was 
seconded by Bruno Bruni and passed unanimously. 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Potential 
Standing 
Agenda Items 

Doug Bowen:  Melissa and I talked about a few things to add to our meetings.  I’ll turn it 
over to her. 
 
Melissa Keller:  Thank you, Doug.  If you all remember, early this year we gave you all a 
summary on our projects and the work our department is doing.  With some of the 
conversations we’ve had with you all and the work plan, I felt that it would be beneficial 
to share updates with you all on a regular basis.  Instead of once a year, we’d like to do  
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Potential 
Standing 
Agenda Items 

monthly updates.  In the conversations we had with you all, you mentioned you’d like to 
help us where you can, but if you aren’t kept up to date we lose that opportunity.  I 
spoke to Doug and we wanted to pose that to the Board to see if you’d be interested. 
 
Bruno Bruni:  Personally, yes, I think that would be helpful.  I’d like to follow up on some 
of these projects. 
 
Doug Bowen:  I’ll make a motion to add that to the agenda each month.  Just a bulleted 
list on updates.  Do I have a second? 
 
Dick Patton seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
 
Melissa Keller:  Along the same lines, when Don and I had those conversations with you 
all, almost all of you expressed an interest in planning and zoning issues.  Some knew 
more about the topic than others, but everyone expressed an interested in being more 
engaged with this.  When we go back to what the role of the Planning Board is, a big part 
of that is the 239 referrals.  These were first introduced to me as a way of training, 
understanding what planning and zoning issues may come up with certain projects.  You 
all see the log that we show you, but I thought it may be helpful to share our letters with 
our informal comments.  It doesn’t necessarily have to be a topic of discussion, unless 
you’d like it to be, but it would help bring you into the process a little more.   
 
Bruno Bruni:  I’ve always been curious about the letters are sent out.  If it’s possible to 
attach those, I’d be interested in seeing those. 
 
Doug Bowen:  I would recommend emailing them out, rather than printing them all out.  
If anyone would like to discuss a particular referral, they can let Melissa know and we’ll 
add it to the agenda. 
 
Melissa Keller:  Great, thank you.  I also wanted to discuss training and our outreach list.  
Our office sends out trainings to municipal officials and boards.  Anything we see come 
our way, we send out.  Sometimes these trainings are geared more toward the local 
town or village level, but I thought it could be a useful tool for you all.  If you would be 
interested, we would be happy to add you to that list.  If you see something you’d like to 
learn more about, we’d like you to be able to have that opportunity. 
 
Doug Bowen:  I get a lot of training emails from various associations and I try to send 
those to Melissa.  Some of it is the same stuff you’ve seen over and over, but sometimes 
you see a new perspective that you hadn’t previously thought about.  I will continue to 
send those to Melissa and we’ll get those out to you.  There’s a lot of valuable 
information out there. 
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Zoning Tools 
used by 
County 
Municipalities 

Melissa Keller:  At our last meeting, it was asked if we knew what municipalities had 
comprehensive plans and when those were last updated.  There was also some 
interested in who had subdivision regulations.  I sent out a list of our municipalities and 
what zoning tools they employ.  Now I do want to qualify this by saying some of this 
information may be outdated, we haven’t been the best at keeping up with it.  However, 
it does give you and you an idea of what our municipalities use. 
 
Doug Bowen:  One thought I had on this was if you knew how neighboring communities 
were zoned, you could see how that’d have impact on a County-wide scale. 
 
Bruno Bruni:  Melissa, isn’t that part of the 239 referral process?  Doesn’t it take into 
account if you’re near a boundary line? 
 
Melissa Keller:  Yes, that is correct.  One issue I’ve recognized is that we don’t usually 
have any follow up on the projects after they’re referred to us.  For example, if we see a 
zoning law referred we may make comments but ultimately we don’t see if it is passed.  
This makes it harder for us to keep up with these changes at the County level. 
 
Doug Bowen:  Looking at the chart here and looking at Ripley, it says we don’t have 

            
                 

        

OLD BUSINESS 
Work Plan Doug Bowen:  Melissa emailed out the list of Planning Board priorities that we sent as a 

part of the process for developing our work plan.  My first thought looking at these is 
that we need to narrow the focus on what we want to approach.  Quality of life factors 
is an umbrella title encompassing many of these items.  In some of the discussions 
moving forward we need to narrow our focus.  The County’s new Economic 
Development Strategic Plan might help us to identify how we can work toward County 
initiatives.  We want to be cognizant of efforts going on so that we don’t duplicate them.  
One topic of this plan that interests me is tourism.  One of their goals is to increase 
tourism by 50% in five years.  That may be a topic of interest.  They have five game 
changers listed, I think we should review it and see if there’s any interest in the topics 
listed.  For our next meeting, I think we should take a look at this and discuss it. 
 
Melissa Keller:  When we first started this discussion on the work plan, we thought it’d 
be a good first step to speak with you all to understand where the Board wanted to go.  
We sent out the list, but as Doug said, the items on that list were fairly broad.  I wanted 
to ask the group to think about unpacking these items.  What aspects of these priorities 
interest you?  Once we identify that, we can relate it back to the role of the board and 
it’s duties. 
 
Doug Bowen:  Looking at some of these, I don’t think fleet management or really even 
capital projects should be included as items in our work plan.  I see the comprehensive 
plan listed and maybe that deserves some attention.  Our current plan will soon be 
outdated.  What are the Board’s thoughts? 
 
Dave Pihl:  I’m on the Workforce Development Board and I’m not sure what this Board  
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Work Plan would do in terms of that, but maybe it could be an educational thing.  Maybe Kate 
Geise could give an update to the Board on what is going on.  I don’t know if that fits 
here or if it could be an update for the Board on what is going on. 
 
Bruno Bruni:  I’d like to hear what is going on, for informational purposes more than 
anything else. 
 
Kristy Kathman:  I feel like there are things I would like to know more about, but I’m not 
sure what their relation to this Board would be.  I think that is something good to keep 
in mind, there are other entities doing this work but connecting might be a role we can 
play. 
 
Bruno Bruni:  Many of these topics are interrelated. 
 
Doug Bowen:  I had mentioned tourism previously, maybe we could invite Andrew Nixon 
in to present on what is going on there.  We’ll work on maybe having a couple speakers 
in and having the communication chain open. 
 
 
 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to adjournment the meeting.  Bruno Bruni made a 

motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dick Patton seconded the motion and it was approved 
unanimously. 
 
 
  

 


