
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
IDA Offices, Jamestown 

 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 
 

PRESENT:  Chairman Bowen, John Hamels, Jeffery Gossett, Maureen Morabito, Dan Johnson, Margaret 
Lawrence, John Penhollow and  Jon Ortendahl  
A
   

BSENT: Ted Bogdan 

OTHERS: Mark Geise and Donald McCord (PED) and Jeanne Polisoto. 
MINUTES On a motion by John Hamels, with a second from Jeffery Gossett, the minutes of the 

November 13th, 2012 meeting were unanimously approved. 
CORRESP. The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) informed the Planning 

Board that the agency has issued a Certification of Completion for the Former Roblin Steel Site 
in Dunkirk. A scanned copy of the notice will be forwarded to all Planning Board members. 

PRIVILEGE 
OF FLOOR 

Jeanne Polisoto – Erie County has recently completed the Erie County Farmland protection 
Plan. I remember the Board being interested in this subject within the last year. How is the Board 
using the Erie County Plan? 
 
Chairman Bowen – The Erie County Plan was sent out to all members as an informational piece. 
The Board had discussed suggesting that the Chautauqua County Farmland Protection Plan be 
updated but has not pursued this further. 

NEW 
BUSINESS: 
2013 Focus 

Don McCord – I have distributed a tentative 2013 Planning Board schedule and the 
survey results from the Board's work creating the three-year work plan. The landfill 
conflict and the county home sale issues from 2012 will probably wind down early in 
2013. The land bank has a member appointed from this Board and will not need 
additional support from the Board. That leaves us with subcommittees focusing on the 
regional policing concept and the Chautauqua 20/20 Plan. 
 
The Board discussed the projects remaining on the 2012-2014 Work Plan and in 2013 
decided to work on: the regional policing study; Chautauqua 20/20 implementation; 
governmental efficiencies (when possible); and tour local communities monthly. 

Zoning Referral 
Log 

The Board reviewed the November 2012 Zoning Referral Log. On a motion by John Hamels, 
with a second from Chairman Bowen, the Board approved the zoning log. No comments were 
received on the referral logs from Board members. 

OLD 
BUSINESS: 
Landfill 
Committee 

John Penhollow – There is a meeting tonight at 7:00 pm. The communication remains open and 
the Town has been given the data that is available. Tonight we'll assess where we are and how to 
keep the lines of communication open. The committee feels that the Town's questions and 
concerns have been answered. The County staff has done a phenomenal job working through this 
issue. The Town's moratorium ends in January and then we'll see what happens. 

Comprehensive 
Plan Committee 

Margaret Lawrence – I met with Don and Mark to discuss what the charge of the Comprehensive 
Plan Subcommittee would be. We reviewed the action matrix and saw that there has been 
progress in many areas on the matrix but not all. Our subcommittee could identify and target two 
or three areas to help move along better. Additionally, there may be some funds to help move this 
along if we could get support and authorization to use them. 
 
Mark Geise – We developed a spreadsheet that took a look at the 15 different focus groups and 
provided the top 3-4 priorities and gave an update on those. In some cases we had very little 
progress on the priorities. The idea will be to see if the Board might help chase after areas where 
a group has not made much progress. We are looking to create a newsletter for the 
comprehensive plan that will provide the status update from the spreadsheet. 
 
 



Margaret Lawrence – I think this could be a fun project and is exciting. In 2013 we plan on 
moving our meetings around. I think this will be an opportunity to share the information from the 
comprehensive plan with other stakeholders. If the Board supports seeking support to utilize the 
extra funds to help seed implementation projects it cou8ld be a real win-win. 
 

Mark Geise – Originally $250,000 was approved for the comprehensive plan. We were able to 
complete the project for less and we know have $47,000. An example of a potential project that 
could benefit from these funds is a complete streets study for the Village of Fredonia. It’s a little 
project but it pushes forward recommended actions from the County's Plan. 
 

In order to help implement the comprehensive plan we need to allow the Board to become an 
extension of our department. We will provide the tools and knowledge and the Board can pursue 
areas they think are of highest priority. 
 

Margaret – Jon Oretendahl, John Penhollow and Ted Bogdan have agreed to be on the 
subcommittee. 
 

On a motion by Doug Bowen, with a second from Margaret Lawrence, the Board unanimously 
approved supporting the concept of utilizing the remaining project money from the county 
comprehensive plan project to support implementation.  
 

A draft resolution will be reviewed and a sponsor sought to move this forward for consideration 
by the County Executive and Legislature. 

County Home John Hamels – I attended the last meeting and it seemed to be the typical stuff. The current 
bidder was there being grilled and drilled but was pretty calm and cool. 
 

From people I talk to about the issue I'm not sure they have the votes needed yet but are 
continuing to do the leg work. The full vote may come in December but there are still a lot of 
things that they are working on. In the end I still think it will come down to a business decision 
because we're loosing money on the facility. 

Police Merger 
Committee 

Jeff Gossett – We just had a subcommittee meeting this afternoon. We contacted Senator Young 
and Assemblyman Goodell to get input on what we are looking at. Senator Young's office 
responded by sending a 50-page report from the Association of Towns that talks about 
efficiencies and services. However, the report didn't do much to answer the questions about 
consolidation. 
 
The group has decided to come up with specific questions to ask about duplication of services to 
local police departments.  
 
John Hamels – Maybe we need to look at other aspects than just efficiency. We are still stabbing 
in the air but want to look at how we should approach the subject. 
 

Jon Oretendahl – Would you anticipate strong resistance to suggestions of consolidation? 
 
Jeff Gossett – I have read a lot. It seems like it becomes territorial. People like the service that 
they have and like police officers to know who they are. People forget that police officers retire 
and the service costs a lot. The biggest issue I see to consolidation however is contractual. 
 

Chairman Bowen – One other aspect is that efficiency and cost-effectiveness are not the same 
thing. You may reduce the cost of a service but no longer be efficient or you may become 
efficient but it is no longer cost-effective. 

OTHER:  None 

Next Meeting The meeting adjourned at 6:00 on a motion by John Hamels, with a second from John Penhollow. 
The next meeting will be on January 15th, 2013 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM at the Ripley Town Hall on 
Park Street in Ripley, New York. 
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