
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
9520 Fredonia Stockton Rd., Fredonia, NY  

December 5th, 2017  
 
PRESENT: Ted Bogdan, Chairperson Doug Bowen, Bruno Bruni, Vice Chairperson John Frey, Rich 
Ketcham, Dick Patton, and Dave Pihl 
ABSENT: Bernie Auer, Budget Director Kathleen Dennison, Jeff Gossett, John Penhollow, DPF Director 
George Spanos, and Rebecca Yanus 
OTHERS: Pat Gooch, Senior Planner; Andrew Kosa, Clark Patterson Lee; and Jimmy McCarthy, Dunkirk 
Observer 
MINUTES Chairperson Bowen called the meeting to order and asked if there was a motion to 

approve the minutes of the November 2017 Chautauqua County Planning Board 
(“Board”) meeting. A motion to approve the minutes was put forward by Bruno Bruni 
and seconded by Vice-Chairperson Frey. The motion was unanimously approved. 

CORRESP. Referral Exemption Agreement from the Town of Ellicott:  
Chairperson Bowen – This Board received a request for a Municipal Referral Exemption 
Agreement from the Town of Ellicott. The exemptions are limited to the actions listed on 
this agreement. If a community decides to take advantage of the exemption process they 
must sign the agreement and submit it to this Board for our approval. 
 
Pat Gooch- Prior to the receipt of this request I had a conversation with the Code 
Enforcement and Zoning Officer from the Town about a potential zoning referral. During 
the conversation, we determined the Town had not signed and submitted a referral 
exemption agreement in 2011 when they originally were issued to Chautauqua County 
Municipalities. After providing the necessary materials to the Town they determined they 
would like to apply for a referral exemption agreement and this correspondence is that 
application. As some board members might know, the referral exemption agreement, 
exempts a limited set of planning and zoning actions from referral to the County. The 
exempted actions are:  
Residential Area Variances Special Use Permits 
Rear & Side Building Setbacks Renewals 
Fences  
Decks  
Minimum Building Size  
Minimum Building Lot Size  
Size and Height of Garages  
Number of Storage Sheds  
Subdivision of Lots  

Only these listed actions are exempt and municipalities still have the option of requesting 
review or technical assistance. Of the 43 cities, towns, and villages in Chautauqua 
County, 37 have referral agreements. Ellicott is the largest and most developed 
community without a referral exemption agreement. In addition to this fact, their Zoning 
and Building Code Enforcement Office is well run and capable of reviewing these 
limited actions on their own. For these reasons, I recommend that this Board grant 
Ellicott’s request for a referral exemption agreement. The Board asked several questions 
about the exemptions and the referral process. A brief discussion ensued. Upon 
conclusion of the discussion, Chairperson Bowen asked for a motion to approve the 
referral exemption from the Town of Ellicott.  
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Ted Bogdan motioned to accept the referral exemption agreement from the Town of 
Ellicott, and was seconded by Dick Patton.  The motion unanimously passed. 

PRIVILEGE 
OF FLOOR 

None. 
 

Old Business 
Monthly 
Meeting date 
survey for 2018 

Pat Gooch – Before last month’s meeting I sent an email to requesting members to 
complete a survey regarding the monthly meeting time. Based on the responses to the 
survey we prepared three different options for the 2018 schedule. Board Members have 
reviewed this schedule in more detail and it has come to my attention that some of these 
options will not accommodate some Board Members. Based on the new information we 
need to reach out to those board members who are not here before we can approve this 
schedule. I will come back to the Board with a refined schedule and we will vote on it at 
our January meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Athenex Site Plan 
Review  

Chairperson Bowen – We are going to jump ahead on the agenda to the Site Plan Review 
of the Athenex Project. We have with us Andrew Kosa, Engineer with Clark Patterson 
Lee to discuss the project. 
Andrew Kosa – Introduced himself and started to present details of the site plan and the 
Athenex project. Upon completion of his presentation, the Board asked several questions 
and discussed the project.  
 
Upon completion of discussion, Chairperson Bowen asked for a motion to send the 
referral response letter as presented. Vice-Chair John Frey motioned to approve the letter 
as presented and was seconded by Bruno Bruni. On a role call vote, Planning Board 
members unanimously approved the draft response letter and approved the site plan as a 
local concern.  
 

Zoning Referral 
Log 

 Pat Gooch, spoke about the zoning referrals received over the last two months and took 
questions from the Board. After discussion and questions, Rich Ketcham motioned to 
approve the log. Ted Bogdan seconded the motion and Chairperson Bowen asked for a 
voice vote. Board Members unanimously approved the Zoning Referral Log.   
 

OTHER  
 
  None. 
ADJOURNMENT 
 A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Vice-Chair John Frey and seconded by 

Dave Pihl. The motion was unanimously approved.  

NEXT MEETING 
 

Our next meeting is will be January 2nd or 3rd, 2018 at the BWB Building in Jamestown. 

 

2 
 


