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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
201 West Third Street, Jamestown, NY 14701 

 
December 6, 2016 

 
PRESENT: Chair Doug Bowen, Vice Chair John Frey, Bruno Bruni, David Pihl, Dick Patton, John 
Penhollow, Rich Ketcham, Jeff Gossett, Bernie Auer 
ABSENT: Ted Bogdan 
 
OTHERS: Pat Gooch, Leah Stow 

MINUTES Minutes from the November Planning Board Meeting were unanimously approved on a 
motion by Dave Pihl which was seconded by John Frey. 

CORRESP.  Municipal referrals.  
PRIVILEGE 
OF FLOOR 

 None. 

NEW BUSINESS 
2017 Planning 
Board Schedule 

Pat Gooch distributed a tentative 2017 Planning Board Schedule. He asked members to 
review schedule and give him any feedback as soon as possible. Rich Ketcham also 
indicated a typo for the April meeting. Rich Ketcham made a motion to approve, John 
Penhollow seconded. Motion unanimously carried. 

Presentation on 
Distributed 
Antenna System 

Pat Gooch prepared a presentation on Distributed Antenna Systems. He indicated he will 
also email this presentation to members.  
 
The presentation focused on regulating wireless facilities in public rights-of-way. The 
presentation started by pointing out the factual background of wireless systems. New, 
smaller antennas are now required to keep up with demand. There are currently around 
300,000 wireless facilities nationally. This number is expected to increase 6-fold. One of 
these facilities is required per 50-75 customers. He then showed pictures of these smaller 
antenna units, these units can be shared by multiple carriers.  
 
Rich Ketcham inquired on whether or not it can be required by law for carriers to share 
these antennas. Pat indicated that it is not required and some carriers are increasing 
charges to other carriers to share antennas.  
 
Mr. Gooch continued to show pictures of examples of new technologies. He explained 
that this is important because carriers and back haulers are submitting applications to 
place these in the ROW. (On light poles, in sidewalks, adjacent to roads, often at 
intersections, and often closer than your DOT ideally wants.) He encouraged members to 
look at local wireless facilities law. Depending on how a wireless facility is defined, 
these newer units may not qualify under your current law – if needed, update law. Mr. 
Gooch also added in areas of regulation re: Public ROW: maximum allowable height, 
minimum separation, location, appearance/aesthetic, setback distances, and 
placement/appearance of ancillary equipment. Pat shared specifics from the law of 
Scarsdale, NY regarding this.  
 
John Penhollow indicated this is a substantial amount of work for the local 
municipalities. Pat Gooch agreed, and said sometimes the timeframes are not ideal for 
local municipalities. John Frey asked inquired on what will happen to old tower 
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antennas. Dave Phil, who works for DFT Communications, explained the use of these 
new antennas vs. the older style towers antennas. Smaller antennas make sense for more 
densely populated areas, and larger for more rural communities.  
 
Dick Patton indicated that he lived in Sun Springs, AZ, where all towers are required to 
be camouflaged, and in his opinion, looked “silly”. Bruno Bruni agreed.  
 
Rich Ketcham inquired on height benefits of these antennas, asking if it would be ideal to 
place on top of tall buildings. Pat Gooch indicated that yes, there is a benefit.  

Zoning Referral 
Log 

Pat Gooch handed out a full quarter of zoning referral logs. He asked members to review 
and ask any questions. Pat indicated that a lot of codes are outdated, which limits the 
flexibility of these zoning referrals. This is an example of why communities should 
update their zoning codes. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding 10KW wind energy conservation systems for farm use. 
Chair Bowen answered questions regarding the process, as his property will soon have a 
wind energy conservation system.  
 
Bruno Bruni made a motion to accept zoning referral log, seconded by Dick Patton. 
Unanimously passed.  

 OLD BUSINESS 
 
Wind Projects 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chautauqua 
County Landfill 
 

 Cassadaga Wind Project  
i. A revised submission has been submitted to NYS and the application has been 

certified as complete and two hearings are scheduled for the Sinclairville  Fire Hall on: 
1. January 9th, 2017 – Public Statement Hearing – 7 p.m. 
2. January 10, 2017 - Procedural Conference – 10 a.m. 

Ball Hill Wind Energy Project  
ii. Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) was issued 11-22-2016 and was 

accepted by the Town of Villenova.  
 
 
No new updates. County has received permission to begin clearing.  

Other: Chair Bowen brought up dealing with local municipalities dealing with code violations. 
He indicated that certain municipalities will bring those in violation before a Town 
Justice, who will then let the offender off with a “slap on the wrist.” He inquired on 
whether it would be the County Planning Board’s place to write a letter to the NYS 
Department of Justice regarding this matter. Bruno Bruni indicated that there are current 
penalties in place that can be assed to offenders.  
 
Pat Gooch indicated that it would make sense to invite an expert in this area to a meeting 
to educate members on this topic, and in turn, hold a larger forum for all justices across 
Chautauqua County. 
 
Bernie Auer gave an example of his personal experience with zoning codes.  
 
Rich Ketcham said he thinks a logical first step is to educate the justices. Dave Pihl 

http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/MatterManagement/CaseMaster.aspx?MatterCaseNo=14-f-0490&submit=Search+by+Case+Number
http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7b399A443D-B54E-4B5D-B7C8-16BAEB821B12%7d
http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7bB081AEAF-EB8A-4B42-B321-2D4B9FC7CF0D%7d
http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7b208CB39F-6023-4E95-A613-D2FA5B6EAE37%7d
http://www.ballhillwind.com/
http://www.observertoday.com/news/local-region/2016/11/villenova-takes-next-step-toward-wind-energy/
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indicated a progressive plan would work well. Pat Gooch added that NYS law supports a 
progressive plan (1st violation, 2nd violation, 3rd violation, etc.) A justice has complete 
authority to go anywhere within that range.  

ADJOURNMENT A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by John Penhollow, and seconded by Jeff 
Gossett. The motion was unanimously approved.  

Next Meeting  • Our next meeting is January 10, 2017 in the CCIDA Second Floor Board Room, 
at the BWB Building, 201 West Third Street, Jamestown, NY. 

  
 


