
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
IDA Conference Room, Jamestown 

 

Tuesday February 15th, 2012 
 

PRESENT:  Chairman Bowen, Mike Rodgers, John Penhollow, Ted Bogden, Jeffery Gossett, John Hamels, 
Paul Gavin, Garrett Brooks, Margaret Lawrence and Maureen Morabito    
A
   

BSENT: David Thomas.  

OTHERS: Mark Geise and Donald McCord (Planning).  
MINUTES On a motion by Ted Bogden, with a second by John Penhollow, the January 10th, 2012 meeting 

minutes were unanimously approved. 
CORRESP. None  

PRIVILEGE 
OF FLOOR 

None 
  

NEW 
BUSINESS: 
Land Bank 
Meeting 
 

Mark Geise – The land bank concept was proposed in the Chautauqua County Comprehensive 
Plan. In March of 2011 the County Executive approached me and asked me to look into what was 
going on in other areas regarding abandon properties. Mr. Edwards wanted to know what other 
areas were doing that we could use as a model to potentially follow here. As I looked, land banks 
kept coming up over and over again as a method for dealing with this situation. 
 
In June of 2011 I attended a conference in Detroit, Michigan and toured many neighborhoods 
with this issue. Flint, Michigan, a nearby community, faced the problem of abandoned properties 
10 years ago and created the land bank concept to deal with the multitude of properties that were 
abandoned. 
 
The bottom line for us is that the current tax foreclosure process is an old paradigm that is not 
completely working. What the process does is sells properties to the highest bidder regardless of 
who they are; what they're track record is; or whether they are local or an out of town investor. 
There is no control over what happens to these properties after the auction. That is the idea of 
having a land bank as opposed to strictly using the tax foreclosure auction process. 
 
Our process would cherry pick strategic properties that could impact neighborhoods in a positive 
manner if managed properly. We would start it small and let it increase over time. Before we can 
do that we must be successful in obtaining the State designation as a land bank. New York State 
has passed legislation that will allow 10 land banks to be created statewide. The application is 
due on March 31st and we hope to be one of the first five designated. In order for that to happen 
we could use a support letter from the Board and your attendance at next weeks meeting. 
Additionally, there is a chance that we may need a representative from the Board to serve on the 
land bank's Board of Directors. 
 
We have hired the Center for Community Progress (CCP) to help us with this project. Dan 
Kildee, from CCP, was the founder of the Flint, Michigan land bank. Dan will be here next week 
to discuss land banks. I would encourage members of the Board to attend his presentation. 

Town of Ellery 
Referral Update 

John Penhollow - Last Wednesday Mike Rodgers and I met with George Spanos with the 
objective of hearing from the County prior to the Town of Ellery meeting. George, with both the 
County Executive's and Legislator Horrigan's support, proposed the idea of creating a landfill 
committee that would look at issues such as odor, traffic, litter, the landfill height and future use 
of the landfill. George was very open and responsive to the Town's concerns. 
 
Prior to the town Board meeting we met with some of the Town officials to sell the idea with the 
hope that the Town might be willing to not pass the moratorium. I spoke at the formal meeting as 
a representative of the County Planning Board. Vince Horrigan spoke on behalf of the 
Legislature. The Town Board was encouraged by the communication that is beginning to form 



and appreciative of the efforts of the County Planning Board. However, when it did come to a 
vote, the Board chose to pass the moratorium with a super majority vote. 
 
The County and Town will still move ahead with the committee. If progress is made towards 
solving the issues of concern, some Town Board members have indicated that they would be 
willing to revisit the moratorium. Mike and I will continue to stay involved and keep the Board 
involved.   
 
Doug – During the resolution of going ahead with the moratorium did they provide any reasons 
for proceeding? 
 
John – I think that the basic issues of litter, odor and traffic and the potential that the expansion 
that the Town believes would make it worse. 

Zoning Referral 
Log 

The Board reviewed the January zoning log. General information questions were discussed. No 
other comments were received from the Board on the zoning log. 
 
At the request of Don McCord, the Board discussed and reviewed a pending referral for a 
proposed Tim Hortons in the City of Jamestown on North Main Street. Traffic management was 
a large concern raised by the Board due to potentially short sight distances, the stacking of cars 
and a left turn across multiple lanes of traffic on a high volume road.  
 
Don McCord will relay the Board's concerns to the City Planning Board. 

OLD 
BUSINESS: 
2012-2015 
Work Plan 

Don McCord – I have placed a copy of the survey and survey results on the table for you. We 
have grouped some of the responses so they may be analyzed better for prioritization. The last 
three categories are based on the timing of projects. I divided the top priorities over the three-
year plan as a starting point for the conversation around the work plan.  
 
The Board discussed the three-year work plan and the role Planning Board members could play 
as committee members on various County committees. All agreed that the Planning Board as a 
non-partisan group could be helpful to other groups in working towards solutions fro the issues 
that face Chautauqua County. The group agreed to move the "Land Bank" issue up to the first 
year's tasks and create a separate action plan and task list for each of the first year's projects. The 
three-year work plan will be reviewed annually and modified as necessary. 
 
On a motion by John Hamels, with a second from Paul Gavin, the Board unanimously adopted 
the modified 3-year Work Plan. 

OTHER: 
County Home 

Doug Bowen – The Legislature responded to our letter. The Clerk said that the committee is full 
at this time. She mentioned that the meetings are all open to the public and the members of the 
public are invited. John Hamels said that he would be more than willing to be our representative 
that attends these meetings in an informal sense.  
 
The Board unanimously agreed to have John Hamels attend the County Home Committee 
meetings as an observer and report back to the Board on the Committee's progress. 

Next Meeting The meeting adjourned at 6:00 on a motion by Jeff Gossett with a second from John Penhollow. 
The next meeting will be on March 6th, 2012 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM in Mayville. 
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