
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
Silver Creek Village Hall, Silver Creek, N.Y. 

 

Tuesday February 5, 2013 
 

PRESENT:  Chairman Bowen, Jeffery Gossett, John Hamels, John Penhollow, Maureen Morabito, Margaret 
Lawrence, Jon Ortendahl, and John Frey   
A
   

BSENT:, Ted Bogdan, and Daniel Johnson 

OTHERS: Donald McCord (Planning), Kurt Lindstrom (Silver Creek), Todd Johnson (Hanover) and Jeanne 
Polisoto.  
MINUTES On a motion by Margaret Lawrence, with a second by John Penhollow, the minutes of the 

December 4th, 2012 meeting were unanimously accepted. 
On a motion by Maureen Morabito, with a second by John Penhollow, the minutes of the  
January 8th, 2013 meeting were unanimously accepted.  

CORRESP. None  

PRIVILEGE 
OF FLOOR 

None 
  

NEW 
BUSINESS: 
2013 Org. Mtg. 

Chairman Bowen opened the floor for nominations for Chair of the Chautauqua County Planning 
Board. John Hamels nominated Douglas Bowen as a candidate for Chair with a second by 
Margaret Lawrence. No other nominations came from the floor of the Board. On a motion from 
Jon Oretendahl, with a second by John Hamels, the nominations were closed and the Board 
unanimously appointed Douglas Bowen as Board Chair for 2013. 
 
Chairman Bowen opened the floor for nominations for Vice-Chair of the Chautauqua County 
Planning Board. John Penhollow nominated John Hamels as a candidate for Vice-Chair with a 
second by Jeffery Gossett. No other nominations came from the floor of the Board. On a motion 
from Margaret Lawrence, with a second by Maureen Morabito, the nominations were closed and 
the Board unanimously appointed John Hamels as Board Vice-Chair for 2013. 

Silver Creek 
Presentation 

Mayor Lindstrom said that the Village of Silver Creek is in the middle of its annual budget 
process. The Village is talking to the Town of Hanover and looking to restructure the DPW 
operations and the Village Police force. 
 
Maureen Morabito – Maureen serves on the Village Planning Board, as well as the County 
Planning Board. Maureen said the Village is looking to update its current comprehensive plan. 
Petri, one of the largest employers in the Village is closing in April and will cause the loss of 283 
jobs in the Village. 
 
Todd Johnson – The Town of Hanover has development along a strip along Routes 5&20. 
Currently we have new development occurring that consists of a NAPA Store, A Dunkin Donuts, 
a hotel with a themed water park, and a potential outlet mall. The hotel development will consist 
of a 3-story hotel with a 10,000 square foot water park; 4-retail outlets; and a fast food chain. 
 
The Town has just undertaken a $5.3 million dollar sewer plant upgrade and expansion. The 
Town projects that rates will remain flat over the lifetime of the debt. 
 
John Hamels – I have a question about the Village Police Department. In Chautauqua County 
seven police departments cover 80% of the population. A majority of these police departments 
reside in the City of Dunkirk and the Villages of Westfield, Fredonia and Silver Creek. How long 
has silver Creek had its own police force? 
 
Maureen Morabito – The Police Department was established in Silver Creek in the 1980's. 
 
John Penhollow – There may be four Sheriff road patrol cars on patrol at any one time. The 



comparison between the Sheriff's Department and the Silver Creek force is Apples to Oranges. 
However, would it have made sense for the Town of Hanover to contract with the Village? 
 

Jeff Gossett – How long is the contract with the Sheriff? 
 

Todd Johnson – The Town is in the last year of its contract with the Sheriff. Under the contract 
we have a car on the road 24/7 for 5 five months of the year. This car patrols the whole Town and 
the Village of Forestville. On November 1st we eliminate the 7pm to 3 am car and have 16/7 
coverage for the other 7 months of the year. During the summer we have a special contract for an 
additional 22 shifts. We pick and chose based upon special events or weather. We have also 
worked with the New York State Police due to the influx of visitors and residents to the Sunset 
Bay area.  
 

Jeff Gossett – Are the residents satisfied with the agreement for police coverage or do they want 
more? 
 

Todd Johnson – It seems like it works out well. I don't think most people pay attention to it. I do 
think we need the coverage because we are a large Town with a hospital with a mental care unit. 
 

Kurt Lindstrom – In cases where the Sheriff unit is not enough the Village of Silver Creek Police 
would respond to help out. 
 

Jon Ortendahl – If you needed extra help beyond that or the contract arrangement, would you be 
billed? 
 

Todd Johnson – No. The Sheriff or others would respond. A good example was during the 
floods. During the floods we had many sheriff patrols here and the local and state police. None of 
that cost us extra. 
 

Chairman Bowen – We appreciate you allowing us to come and visit the Village of Silver Creek. 
The Board is visiting different areas of the County to give members a different understanding and 
perspective about what our County is. Visits like this are very helpful. 

County Home 
Update 

John Hamels – The Legislature did not have enough votes to sell the county Home and the 
resolution failed. 
 
The next step is to find a buyer that is acceptable to a super-majority of the Legislature. CGR 
cost saving suggestions do not seem to be being pursued. The Legislature interviewed the current 
bidder, Mr. Avi Rothner. The whole thing reminded me of a congressional cross-examination. 
 
John Frey – I spoke with Mark Tarbrake and the IGT funds may go away in two years. Should 
the County Planning Board take a position on this? 
 
John Hamels – We certainly could have early on but we were never asked. I act as a liaison for 
the Board to keep the County Planning Board informed. I think they are going to sell it in the end 
but the whole thing is not very easy. I also am part of the Public Access Channel 5 in Mayville. 
When I had Andy Goodell on I ask why we couldn't petition to change some of the State 
regulations that keep the County Home from being profitable. Mr. Goodell said you can but all 
you need is 300 other votes in the State Assembly and downstate wouldn't go along with the 
changes. 
 
We need to be aware of how our County is changing and what that means. If any of you saw the 
enrollment chart for the Ripley School District in the Evening Observer, it represents what is 
occurring across the County. We are loosing population. 
 
Margaret Lawrence – As the population declines nursing homes will close. They will be private 
nursing homes but it will impact jobs and communities as it occurs. 



Police  
Sub-Committee 

Jeff Gossett – A couple of meetings ago we were asked to assemble questions. John took the set 
of questions I drew up and condensed them. We need to ask for Don's help to help assemble the 
survey and place it on Survey Monkey. We are looking at putting together questionnaires to send 
out to communities. We would send them to police and fire chiefs, mayors, supervisors, chamber 
members, large employers and others. We need to get feedback from the community to determine 
if the Sub-Committee should continue or wrap its work up and draft its conclusions. 
 

John Hamels – We would like to reach out and see where the common issues are and where 
intermunicipal arrangements might be possible. 
 

Jeff Gossett - We wonder if there is a possibility of having four regional police forces (four –
quadrants) or whether it reverts back to north and south County. What ever the outcome, we 
think we should do this questionnaire and focus on police services. 

Comprehensive 
Plan  
Sub-Committee 

Margaret Lawrence – Every member was provided a copy of the matrix of all of the priority 
actions from the Comprehensive Plan in advance of our meeting. There actually has been 
progress on many of the items on the matrix. Our charge was to pick two or three areas that were 
not making progress and focus efforts there. Part of that would be an effort to identify a 
champion for that issue area. 
 

The two areas that were selected by the Sub-Committee were business & economic development 
and healthcare. We know that Bill Daly is the champion for economic development. John 
Penhollow, from the Sub-Committee, has asked Todd Tranum to address our questions regarding 
the challenges for small business with healthcare. 
 

Todd Tranum – I will try to enlighten you to the extent that I can in regards to the Affordable 
healthcare Act. 
 

I have incorporated questions into my presentation of the 2010 study of small businesses of 50 or 
less employees. During the study we found that 48% of employers do not have insurance and 
t5hat larger companies were much more likely to provide insurance. 
 

In the late 1980's New York State went to community rating. Prior to that the chamber was able 
to go to carriers and negotiate a discount. I'm not sure that the New York state move helped get 
more businesses insurance. This policy changed the whole game and Chambers could then only 
get some benefits through group plans. As premiums skyrocketed, the carriers put the pinch on 
Chamber plans. Chambers were charging administration fees because they were doing the 
carriers heavy lift but this put them at a competitive disadvantage. 
 

In approximately 2005, the Chamber worked closely with the Chautauqua Health Network to 
create the "Chautauqua Plan." The Chautauqua Plan was a decentralized plan with local control. 
The Plan eventually failed but the group learned many things from that experience. The Chamber 
continues to offer insurance products. 
 

New York State has now gone out and done an analysis of health insurance options. Today there 
are 5,000 different options offered in New York State. The industry, society, and State 
regulations have made this a very complicated process. There are changes coming that may 
eventually help but there will be confusion as we try to implement the Affordable Healthcare 
Act. New York State was a first adopter to the health care reform process. This helped to get 
Federal funds for implementation but carriers have bumped their rates up in advance of the 
reform process. 
 

I think there are opportunities with the new act. The theory is that it will create efficiencies. 
Keeping people insured and providing preventative care will help. Electronic medical records 
will create efficiency. The Chamber is providing input to the state regarding concerns and hopes 
those concerns can be addressed. 
 

Todd provided Chamber handouts and a survey to the Board. 



Asbestos 
Removal 
Update 

Chairman Bowen gave a brief update of the efforts to secure training and certification for an 
intermunicipal group for asbestos removal. Chairman Bowen said that the Towns of Ripley, 
Chautauqua and Westfield participated and the Villages of Mayville, Forestville and Westfield 
also sent representatives for training. 

Zoning Referral 
Log 

On a motion by John Hamels, with a second by John Penhollow, the zoning log for January 2013 
was accepted unanimously without comment. 

Other 
Comprehensive 
Plan Fund 
Resolution 

Don McCord reminded members that Mark Geise had provided a draft resolution for comment 
by the Board in December. The resolution addressed the potential reallocation of left over funds 
from the County Comprehensive Plan project so spur implementation of the Plan. 
 
The Board briefly discussed the issue and agreed to bring this up at the March meeting. 

Next Meeting The meeting adjourned at 6:00 on a motion by Jeff Gossett with a second from Jon Ortendahl. 
The next meeting will be on March 5th, 2013 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM in Westfield. 
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