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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
Fredonia Technology Incubator 

Main Meeting Room 
214 Central Avenue 
Dunkirk, NY 14048 
February 5th, 2019 

 
PRESENT: Bruno Bruni, Dick Patton, John Penhollow, Doug Bowen, Rick Ketcham, Ted Bogdan, Jeff 
Gossett, John Frey, Kathleen Dennison, Brad Bentley  
ABSENT: Bernie Auer, Dave Pihl 
OTHERS: County Executive George Borrello, County Legislator Pierre Chagnon, Marc Romanowski, Mary 
LaRowe, Rebecca Yanus, Don McCord, Mark Geise, Rich Dixon, Linda Burns, Matt Bourke, Mike Longley 
 
Administration / Organization 
MINUTES Chairperson Bowen called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the 

February Planning Board Meeting. Chairperson Bowen asked if there was a motion to 
approve the minutes of the January 2019 Planning Board (“Board”) meeting.   
 
Bruno Bruni made a motion to approve the minutes with proposed corrections. The 
motion was seconded by John Penhollow and approved by the Board unanimously.  
 
 
 
 

CORRESP. None. 

PRIVILEGE OF 
FLOOR 

A community member (name?) voiced concerns over the proposed Brooks Hospital 
location, its proximity to the Fredonia School, and potential traffic safety issues. He 
expressed that he is not against the idea of locating the Hospital in Fredonia, but noted 
that particular attention would need to be paid to traffic volume and safety along Route 
20 and the intersection with Route 60. He added that the Hospital and Clark Patterson 
Lee should work closely with the NYS DOT on the proposed roundabout at that 
intersection and its potential impact on the site.  
 
The community member is an employee of the Fredonia School and noted his own 
observation of traffic safety conflicts at the school between drivers and student 
pedestrians. He would like the Hospital to consider another ingress and egress point at 
the northeastern end of the site along Route 60.   
 
 Old Business 

None None. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

Review of 
Capital Project 
Requests from 
CARTS  
 

Kathleen Dennison – I received a resolution late last week from CARTS. I informed 
CARTS that they need to bring Capital Project requests to the Planning Board before 
moving on. I did not have time to fill out all the forms for today’s meeting but I do have 
the Excel sheet outlining the projects.  
 
Summary of CARTS project requests shown below: 
Tablets - $14,612 (Local = $1,461) 
Notification/scheduling module - $55,900 (Local = $5,590) 
Administrative vehicle - $25,000 (Local = $2,500)  
Miscellaneous - $108,199 (all NYS-funded)  
 
Kathleen Dennison – In addition, the State will be funding part of the local share for 
2020 CARTS bus replacement. 
 
Rick Ketcham made a motion to support the project and Jeff Gossett seconded the 
motion. John Frey stated that he would recuse himself from the vote as he is an 
employee of CARTS. The rest of the Board voted unanimously to approve the motion.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Review of 
Capital Project 
Requests from 
CCIDA / 
Division of 
Economic 
Development 

Brownfields Redevelopment Strategy  
 
Mark Geise – There is a need for shovel-ready sites in the county. Many of our 
brownfields have the infrastructure in place but are not shovel-ready. There are 
prospects particularly in Jamestown and Dunkirk as they both have Brownfield 
Opportunity Areas (BOAs).  
 
Mark Geise – The County Executive made a pledge to focus on brownfields and 
greenfields to provide shovel-ready sites.  
 
County Executive George Borrello – We are working on a renewed economic 
development strategy for Chautauqua County and a part of that is marketing our 
brownfields.  
 
Doug Bowen – So, this is mainly identifying and mapping brownfields?  
 
Mark Geise – The major component is the development of the marketing strategy.  
 
Ted Bogdan – Will there be future costs down the road?  
 
Mark Geise – Yes, there will be for Phases II and III. Phase I includes marketing and 
mapping, while Phase II will include implementation recommendations and Phase III will 
cover site-specific marketing approaches.  
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Review of 
Capital Project 
Requests from 
CCIDA / 
Division of 
Economic 
Development 
(continued)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bruno Bruni – How is the clean-up done in order to get to the point that these site can be 
marketed?  
 
Mark Geise – There are tax credits that make it possible for the developer to do remediation and 
clean-up as part of the project.  
 
Ted Bogdan made a motion to support the capital project request. John Frey seconded the 
motion and the motion was approved unanimously by the Board.  
 
Fiber Optic to Stoneman Industrial Park  
 
Mark Geise – This project is mainly intended to support businesses that are already here.  
 
Rich Dixon – Businesses have difficulty in connecting to DFT fiber-optic. These problems became 
more apparent as we completed the visits to 100 businesses with the County Executive.  
 
Doug Bowen – Has there been any discussion of businesses paying into this? 
 
Rick Dixon – Yes, they will be paying for the connection from the road/ROW to the business site.  
 
John Frey made a motion to support the capital project request. Bruno Bruni seconded the 
motion and the motion was approved unanimously by the Board.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Zoning Referral 

Log 
Doug Bowen – Are there any questions on the zoning referral log? Is there a motion to approve 
the log?   
 
John Frey a made a motion to approve the zoning referral log. Rich Ketcham seconded the 
motion and the motion was approved unanimously by the Board.   
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NEW BUSINESS (continued) 

Proposed 
Relocation of 
Brooks 
Memorial 
Hospital 

Mark Romanowski – After considering several sites in the area, Brooks has decided to move 
forward with the Fredonia site on Route 20. This is the former Cornell vineyards site and is 
about 30 acres in size. The approval process with the Village will take place over the next month 
or two months. There is a utility corridor proposed to Route 60 and main ingress/egress to the 
site would be on Route 20.  
 
This will become a new modernized medical facility for the region and will contain 25 
permanent beds, 11 emergency beds, 4 maternity beds, and an improved imaging facility. 
Additionally, there is a helipad proposed for the northeast corner of the site. The building will 
be 100,00 SF, a decrease in size from the current hospital, and will be set back 900 feet from 
Route 20.  
 
Rick Ketcham – For those who do not know, I was the CEO of Brooks Hospital for many years 
up until 2009. I’m not “for or against” the proposed hospital move, but I am concerned about 
the process and this has been done. This has been a very closed process and the main issue 
here is the lack of transparency of this project, which would result in a major medical facility 
for the region. The lack of transparency is the primary reason that there is such public angst 
and concern.  
 
The biggest concern is safety and the exploration of a second means of ingress or egress. The 
NYS DOT has stated that this project will not measurably impact traffic, but there is already a 
busy corridor and I believe there is reason to have concern regarding traffic safety here. Those 
involved must understand that the 7am-3pm period is very busy at this location and that there 
is already police enforcement in place to stop traffic and let buses out from the school.  
 
Rick Ketcham – Are there any plans for additional medical office buildings on the site? This 
could contribute to more traffic safety concerns.  
 
Mark Romanowski – There are no proposed offices but this may be an option for the site in the 
future. We are currently looking further into potential traffic issues at the site.  
 
Kathleen Dennison – Will there be internal pedestrian access and sidewalks on the site?  
 
Mark Romanowski – The proposed site does not include internal sidewalks, but we have been 
in contact with CARTS to establish bus service.  
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OTHER 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Bruno Bruni made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Dick Patton seconded the 
motion.  


