
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
 

Tuesday March 1, 2011 
 

PRESENT:  Chairman Bowen, , Rod Pennica, John Penhollow, Ted Bogden and Michael Rodgers 

ABSENT: Kathy Tampio, Linda Fairbanks, John Hamels and Truman Bradley 
   

OTHERS: Donald McCord (Planning), Dr. Greg DeCinque, John Garfoot, Dave Johnson (JCC) and Jeanne 

Polisoto  

MINUTES On a motion by Rod Pennica, with a second from John Penhollow, the minutes of the February 

2011 meeting were unanimously approved. 

CORRESP. None 

PRIVILEGE 

OF FLOOR 

Ms. Polisoto informed the Board that she was attending to make the Board aware of the 

hydrofracking issue that is emerging. She stated that she is upset with the hydrofracking issue 

and would be willing to do a presentation for the Board prior to the current moratorium being 

lifted. She encouraged Board members to watch the movie "Gas land" on the gas drilling industry 

and the impacts of this type of drilling. She stated that one of the issues with this new type of 

drilling is the heavy use of water and the chemicals that are added. She informed the Board that 

there will be a presentation put on by the League of Women Voters on March 19
th
 at the Palace 

Theatre in Hamburg, New York. 

 

Mr. McCord said that the Environmental Management Council (EMC) has been monitoring this 

situation and providing guidance to the County leadership. The Planning Board will review those 

findings and let the take the role on this environmental issue. 

 

Ms. Polisoto stated that gas drilling does have to do with the development of the County and does 

not seem to fit with the promoting of our assets or the "World's Learning Center" concept. She 

feels that any decisions made on this issue should be one of prudence. 

 

Chairman Bowen thanked Ms. Polisoto for her comments. 

NEW 

BUSINESS: 

JCC Tour 

 

Dr. DeCinque introduced his staff and welcomed the Board to JCC. Dr. DeCinque, John Garfoot 

and Dave Johnson gave the Board a tour of the new Arts and Science Building and the Carnahan 

Center. 

 

John Garfoot provided a summary of the five year plan that was developed with input from 

administration and faculty and built upon the original facility evaluation that was completed by 

Habiterra Associates. 

 

The Board questioned JCC staff on enrollment, additional dormitories and programs. John 

Garfoot said that the JCC Foundation is trying to break ground on a third dormitory in June. He 

said that financing is being sought and City approvals would be required. The current halls are 

fully occupied and self-sustaining. 

  

Dr. DeCinque said that enrollment for all the campuses is at 4,100 and an additional 7,000 take 

advantage of personal enrichment programming. The Chautauqua County campuses make up a 

majority of the enrollment with approximately 3,000 students coming from Chautauqua County.  

 

The Board was invited back at a future date for an in-depth tour and the opening of the new Arts 

and Science Center. 

Board Training 

"Local 

Government 

Efficiencies" 

Training Series 

Don McCord provided the Board with two handouts detailing the layers of government in 

Chautauqua County that have the potential to have a direct tax impact on property owners. 

 

Chautauqua County has 135 layers of government that are broken up into four (4) categories: 

general government; special use government; other government entities; and other service 

structures. In the County there are 44 layers of general governments consisting of the cities, 



towns and villages. Special use government is comprised of school districts (18), fire districts 

(18) - (not departments), a cemetery district in Cherry Creek and a utility district for Chautauqua 

Institution. Other government entities are comprised of authorities, programs, and Local 

development Corporations. Chautauqua County has 21 of these layers that address programs in 

economic development, housing, youth, elderly and transportation. The final category has 31 

layers and consists of water, sewer and soil and water conservation districts and libraries. 

 

Don explained that while this list is comprised of entities or programs that tax or receive support 

through taxes or user fees, it does not include many of the committees or regulatory groups that 

also effect citizens. Don explained the distinctions between fire districts, fire protection districts 

and village fire departments. He also detailed the history behind some of the districts. These 

materials are the first step in inventorying the services being provided. Don indicated that next 

month some additional data would be provided on expenditures and how we compare on a State 

basis. If possible, data from other States will be obtained for comparison purposes. 

Zoning Referral 

Log 

The Board reviewed the February zoning log. No comments were received from the Board on the 

zoning log. 

Membership Doug Bowen said that many names had been submitted for consideration. Doug informed the 

Board that Rod Pennica would be leaving the Board after the April meeting. 

Other None 

Next Meeting The meeting adjourned at 6:15 on a motion by Rod Pennica with a second from John Penhollow. 

The next meeting will be on April 5
th
, 2011 at the Gerace Office Building from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. 

 


