
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
 

Tuesday March 3, 2009 
 
PRESENT:  Chairman Holt, Doug Bowen, Mike Rodgers, Rod Pennica, Linda Fairbanks and Kathy Tampio 
 
ABSENT: Stuart Williams and Rebecca Brumagin   
 
OTHERS: Donald McCord, Christine Kinn and Rick Constantino (Planning) 
MINUTES The minutes of the February 2009 meeting were unanimously approved on a motion from Doug 

Bowen with a second from Linda Fairbanks.  
CORRESP. Don informed the board of the following correspondence: 

1) New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation – Informing the 
Planning Board that the Commissioner of Parks , Recreation and Historic Preservation has listed 
Midway park on the State Register of Historic Places and will forward the nomination to the 
Keeper of the National Register for placement on the National Register. 

PRIVILEGE 
OF FLOOR 

None  
  

NEW 
BUSINESS: 
Chautauqua 
Lake 
Watershed 
Management 
Plan 
 

Rick Constantino introduced himself as the Watershed Coordinator for Chautauqua County.  
Rick explained that as a coordinator his responsibility is to oversee environmental projects, in 
one or more watersheds, with the overall intent to improve water quality.  
 
Rick: What I am here to talk about today is a planning project within the Chautauqua Lake 
Watershed. One reason for doing this is that both the EPA and New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation consider Chautauqua Lake an "impaired water body." Phosphorus is 
the primary pollutant and is the limiting nutrient. In phosphorus's absence plants will not grow 
but with higher levels the aquatic vegetation will grow unchecked and if you limit the 
phosphorus you will slow plant growth. That is the reason the primary focus at this point is on 
phosphorus in Chautauqua Lake. 
 
The planning process began in 2005 with the formation of the Chautauqua Lake Management 
Commission (CLMC) whose primary mission was to develop and monitor a comprehensive lake 
and watershed management plan for Chautauqua Lake. Various groups have helped begin that 
process but it has not been completed for a number of reasons. The County has just hired 
Bergmann and Associates to work with the County to finish the plan. I have a timeline that 
outlines the steps that will take place in that planning process. I am happy to say that we are on 
schedule. The "Community Outreach Plan" has been completed to show what role all of the 
players have in the planning process. Working in tandem with that is the development of the 
watershed characterization, which has many parts, that takes the science that has been developed 
and utilizes it. This should begin to identify where the impairments are and begin to prioritize the 
issues for us. 
 
In the middle of May we will have our first public meeting and this will be an important step. At 
our first public meeting we will demonstrate the characterization report to the public and work to 
get them involved and discuss priorities before we decide the next steps. We will discuss why 
we're doing the plan; why the lake is an economic generator and why there is a link between 
activities in the watershed and the lake. All of this will result in a framework for action. 
 
Our next step will be to develop management strategies or action steps for implementation in the 
watershed. Once those are generated and vetted through another public process we will identify 
who is responsible for each action and make that part of the plan.  
 
Mike Rodgers: Rick, most of the watershed and pollution points are on private property, how do 
you address that? 



Rick: That is a challenge. Hopefully through the use of some good demonstration projects we can 
show good practices that a homeowner can implement. It's not always about homeowners 
undertaking big projects. Sometimes smaller projects like cleaning up pet waste from yards near 
the shoreline or streams can help or not raking leaves into lakes.     

Comprehensive 
Plan Update 

Pete Holt: Bill Daly was delayed on his flight back to Buffalo and Terry Martin will not be able 
to make the meeting either. I will provide a brief update on the progress with the Comprehensive 
Plan. In the past two weeks two discussion papers have been submitted. One paper was from 
Chautauqua Opportunities based upon a visioning session that discussed "Quality of Life." The 
other paper was from John Murphy and Carolyn Seymour of CHRIC who submitted a draft. John 
and Carolyn talked about the existing housing in the County and focused on low to moderate 
income housing in the County. John's paper pointed out the inconsistency with some of the 
census numbers that are available today. The paper I will be working on is to focus on mid to 
upper income housing.  
 
Beyond that I have not heard very much. I did meet with Bill and Terry and we assigned tasks to 
people to enlist contributors for discussion papers. I sent an email to them but I haven't heard 
back but I guess Bill's been gone. There are a lot of outstanding questions from items that have 
been raised at our meetings and I have asked for those to be addressed. The list of outstanding 
items are updates on the RFP; the legal response from the consultant; the status of the telephone 
polling; the trail symposium; community meetings where they go out and ask for input; what the 
status of the Randall Arendt books is; and the status of the hiring of a new Deputy Director of 
Planning. Don do you have any knowledge of that? 
 
Don: I know that they advertised but I don't have any knowledge of the status of the hiring 
process. 
 
Pete: Anything on the RFQ? 
 
Don: I believe that the RFQ was sent out on schedule as promised. The responses were due back 
to our office but I believe the response may have been small. However, I have not been able to 
confirm that. If the response was limited I imagine that the two options that could be pursued was 
either resend an RFQ or just go right to an RFP response to a list of firms that you develop.  
 
The deadline was just last Friday and there hasn't been much opportunity for internal discussion 
on what the next step is because Bill's been out of town. 

Poland Center 
Road Bridge 
Replacement 

Don: The Planning Board was sent a packet on the replacement of the Poland Center Road 
Bridge replacement as required under General Municipal Law 239-C. This applies to all County 
and State capital road projects. I have drafted a letter responding to this request for the board to 
review. We reviewed the plans internally and determined that there was nothing in the area that 
this project would have a negative impact on from our perspective in regards to land use or 
traffic. We did see some potential positive impacts including the removal of the bridge piers from 
the stream channel and the upgrade of the bridge. If the board agrees with the letter we will 
forward it to the engineering firm. 
 
The board unanimously approved the letter to be sent to the engineering firm. 

Zoning Log Don presented the zoning log for February to the board for review.  
 
Pete: Why did we respond to the Dunkirk referral with a recommendation to review the use 
variance criteria? 
 
Don: We do that as a standard practice when a use variance is involved because many 
community zoning boards do not realize that the five criteria for use variances in the State 
Enabling Legislation must all be utilized when deciding on a use variance.  
 



Organizational 
Meeting 

Pete: Now to the real meat of the meeting. This has to do with the Chairmanship and I have a 
suggestion. At the last meeting Stu Williams came up with a suggestion to have a Chair and 
Vice- Chair and some sort of succession established so the Vice-Chair gets training. Rebecca has 
said that she is not interested in becoming Chair and can't at this time. There are two people in 
the room who have voiced interest so I would suggest we start this new idea by having them be 
the Chair and Vice-Chair.  
 
Mike: Fire Departments do that when bring up Chiefs so they get training.  
 
Pete: the two people who have shown interest are Doug Bowen and Kathy Tampio. 
 
Kathy: I think Doug should be Chair because he has been on the board longer. 
 
Pete: I'll open up the floor to nominations. 
 
Rod: I'll nominate Doug as Chair. 
Mike: I'll second the nomination. 
Rod: I nominate Kathy as Vice- Chair. 
Linda: I'll second the nomination. 
 
Pete: Hearing no other nominations I close the nominations. 
 
The board approved both nominations with one unanimous vote. 
 
Don: This will work fine. We will work on modifying the bylaws prior to the next organizational 
meeting to address these proposed changes. 

Membership 
Survey 

Don: I remind members that the membership surveys need to be completed. We are still down 
two members but I have been assured that a candidate will be processed through the Legislative 
process at the March meeting. 

Capital Project 
Forms & 
Training 

 Don: The capital project form issue has been resolved. We took a four page form and reduced it 
to a one page form for out-year projects. I will be doing training tomorrow to department heads 
and staff. My goal is to help to get departments to better understand why we do capital projects, 
where it fits into the organization and how it can benefit their department. Kitty Crow will focus 
on the forms and process. 

Other Don: We met with the Farmland Protection Board (FPB) for the review of the Carroll, Busti, and 
Kiantone Agricultural District. That review will move ahead and should be considered in April. 
 
During that process we also took an Ag District Consolidation Plan to the FPB for consideration. 
The plan reduces the number of districts from 13 to 8 districts. The new plan should make it 
easier to review districts and stay current. That plan will be submitted to the legislature for 
consideration in March.  

Next Meeting The next meeting will be on April 7th, 2009 at the Gerace Office Building, Mayville, NY from 
4:00 to 6:00 PM. 
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