
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
Westfield Village Hall, Westfield, N.Y. 

 

Tuesday March 5, 2013 
 

PRESENT:  Chairman Bowen, Ted Bogdan, Jeffery Gossett, John Hamels, John Penhollow, Maureen 
Morabito, Jon Ortendahl, Daniel Johnson and John Frey   
A
   

BSENT: Margaret Lawrence 

OTHERS: Donald McCord (Planning), David Carr (Mayor), Martha Bills (Supervisor), Aaron Resnick 
(WDC), John Wolfe (Chautauqua Historical Society) and Jeanne Polisoto.  
MINUTES On a motion by John Frey, with a second from John Penhollow, the minutes of the February 5th, 

2013 meeting were unanimously approved.  
CORRESP. None  

PRIVILEGE 
OF FLOOR 

None 
  

NEW 
BUSINESS: 
Westfield 
Presentation 
 

Supervisor Bills – The Town of Westfield has been working on upgrading the water source for 
the Barcelona Harbor portion of the Town. The Town was recently approved for funding through 
the USDA to undertake the water upgrades in Barcelona. Additionally, the Town has been 
focused on making improvements in the Barcelona Hamlet area at the beach and pier areas. Both 
of these projects should result in some positive changes for the Hamlet. 
 
The Town is also facing some challenges in trying to get the harbor dredged. This is a problem 
throughout the Great Lakes with no funding available from the US Army Corps of Engineers. 
The project is a $1 million dollar project and the problem is being added to by the fact that we 
have low lake levels. 
 
John Hamels – How is the Hamlet of Barcelona related to the Town of Westfield? 
 
Supervisor Bills – The Town of Westfield is a long narrow town that goes from Lake Erie to 
Sherman. Barcelona is just a Hamlet within the Town. Originally Barcelona was a busy shipping 
area and where the Town's development started but when the railroad came through the 
development shifted to the area that is now the Village of Westfield. 
 
In 1946 the Barcelona Harbor was designated as a harbor of refugee and the federal government 
was charged with keeping the federal channel into the harbor open. Without adequate funding 
that has not happened frequently enough. The Town may need to ask for the County's assistance 
in funding some dredging through the LEMC to keep these waterways open due to the economic 
benefit to the Town and the County. We are located on the Seaway Trail and the harbor attracts 
many fishermen and visitors. 
 
The other positive thing that the Town has occurring is the completion of the Grape Discovery 
Center. The Grape Belt Heritage Association initiated the project and expects to be able to open 
the center this spring. The whole process has brought communities along the grape belt together. 
We also have a distillery being constructed near the Discovery Center and the Wine Trail is 
growing.  
 
Mayor Carr – The challenge the Village of Westfield has is derelict buildings. There is federal 
legislation pending that will require holding companies to let municipalities know who is 
responsible for these buildings. Every dilapidated building brings down property value of nearby 
properties. I don't understand why banks won't tell who the contact is and have a high price 
placed on the properties.  
 
John Hamels – One of the issues the County Planning Board has been looking at is policing. 



Mayor Carr – In the past we have provided limited coverage to the Town for $10,000 dollars. We 
have raised the contract to $15,000 dollars. Many times the Sheriff and State Police have not 
been available if there is a call in the Town. However, we need a better way of handling this than 
the way its being done now. 
 
John Hamels – We are working to develop a questionnaire about this issue for Towns and 
Villages. I hope you will be willing to provide feedback when we send it out. 
 
Mayor Carr – We will respond when it comes out. The other issue that I've been following is the 
new police radio system. We invested in new radios in response to the government mandate. If 
the trunk system the County is proposing goes through, I'm afraid our radios won't work and it 
will cost us $50,000 dollars. 
 
John Hamels – How many police officers do you employ? 
 
Mayor Carr – We employ five (5) full-time and five (5) part-time officers. The police force is a 
very expensive item for the Village. If you have a police force you have all the personnel 
expenses, uniforms and cars. 
 
John Hamels – How has the population been doing? 
 
Supervisor Bills – We have been holding steady. The community seems to stay within 50 people 
from Census to Census but we are growing older as a population. We have people moving into 
the community but not many of them are families. 
 
John Hamels – What kinds of industry do you have? 
 
Mayor Carr – We hope to have a new food processor that will make perogis. If it comes to 
fruition it will have 15 employees and in 3 to 4 years have up to 50 employees but we need more 
of those kinds of opportunities. The community has adequate water and wastewater and good 
electric to attract business and food processing fits in well. 
 
John Hamels – How big a hit was it when you lost Welch's? 
 
Mayor Carr – We lost the corporate offices with 125 high paying jobs. They said they had too 
much turnover here and they needed to move to an area where they could attract employees. It's 
my understanding that their turnover is greater where they are now then what it was when they 
were here. One of the issues we have is the issue with the trailing spouse. If a company attracts a 
professional to a job it's not always easy for the trailing spouse to find work in the area. 
 
Supervisor Bills – What is the County Planning Board looking for? 
 
Chairman Bowen – The Planning Board is seeking to gain a perspective of each community. Our 
goal is to find common issues and common ground between the communities. 
 
Aaron Resnick – I am the Director of the Westfield Development Corporation. We recently were 
successful in securing a $150,000 Main Street grant to help upgrade businesses on Main Street. 
Originally we had eight businesses interested in participating but now we have many more.  
 
We also are participating in a partnership related to the County's Greenway Plan in an effort that 
will develop a trail from Barcelona to Chautauqua Institution. Another planning effort that we are 
involved with is supporting the NCCF's Local Economic Development subcommittee's efforts to 
look at developing a regional Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan for Lake Erie's Shore. The 
project should cost between $100,000-$150,000 and involve 14 municipalities. 



Jon Wolfe – I am the Director of the McClurg Mansion, which is home to the Chautauqua 
County Historical Society. 2013 will be our 130th anniversary. This group represents all of 
Chautauqua County and I encourage you as members of the County Planning Board to become 
members if your not already members. 
 
Our website is www.mcclurgmueseum.org and on it we have 25,000 photos of Chautauqua 
County. We also have all of the Civil War records from the County and Eli Foote's notes on the 
history of Chautauqua County. We will be opening up a new exhibit this summer that is based 
upon the native Americans of our County. The exhibit will contain 3,000 arrowheads from 
Chautauqua County that date from 7,000 BC to 1,600 AD. We will be raising funds to re-
establish a gold fish fountain in front of the museum this year. This location had the first 
operating fountain in Western New York in 1820. We are open several days a week; we accept 
large group tours of the collections and facilities; and children up to age 21 are free. 

Ellery Referral 
Discussion 

Chairman Bowen – Did everyone receive my email regarding the Ellery referral? I will read a 
short section of General Municipal Law, Section 239 and we will consider this matter. 
 
John Hamels – John you were one of our liaisons with this issue; what are your feelings. 
 
John Penhollow – I'm trying to grasp the amount of hours the County staff and NYS DEC 
invested in the meetings that were held with the Town. I felt the County did a good job. I thought 
our role was to open communication between the two parties. I think we did that but was 
disappointed in the Town. 
 
Ted Bogdan – Did the County address every issue 100%? 
 
John Penhollow – I believe that all issues were addressed the best that they could be using a 
common sense approach. The landfill only added 2-3% to the watershed that was in question; 
you need to travel main roads to get to the landfill; and litter was addressed. I think it was a good 
exercise to go though but I think the issues were addressed. I thought this was a dead issue. 
 
I'll make a motion that we recommend disapproval of the moratorium as a county-wide impact. 
 
John Hamels- I'll second that. 
 
Chairman Bowen – I request that in the response letter we add GML Section 226-b's language as 
an informal statement to the Town. 
 
Jeff Gossett – I would agree if it was added as an opinion and not as a statement of fact from the 
Board. 
 
Chairman Bowen – Don would you do a role call vote on the motion? 
 
Vote – Frey, yes - Morabito, yes - Hamels, yes – Gossett, abstain - Ortendahl, yes – Johnson, yes 
– Penhollow, yes – Bogdan, yes – Bowen, yes. The motion passed with 8 yeas votes. 

County Home 
Update 

John Hamels – The County voted not to change the current law on super-majority. Personally, 
I'm glad they did not change the law because years ago someone had the wisdom to make this so 
we would discuss important decisions. The Legislature then went on to say that its not that they 
don't want to sell the County Home, it's just that it was decided not to sell it to this bidder. It will 
be interesting to see how it plays out in the end. 

Police  
Sub-Committee 

Jeff Gossett – A couple of meetings ago we were asked to assemble questions. John took the set 
and we will be creating a survey to send to municipalities this spring.  

Landfill 
Sub-Committee 

John Penhollow – I believe the next meeting is in April. We will see what role needs to be played 
from there. 

http://www.mcclurgmueseum.org/


Zoning Referral 
Log 

On a motion by John Hamels, with a second by Maureen Morabito, the zoning log for February 
2013 was accepted unanimously without comment. 

Other 
Comprehensive 
Plan Fund 
Resolution 

The Board discussed the draft resolution for reallocation of the remaining comprehensive 
planning funds that was submitted at the December meeting. Chairman Bowen reminded the 
Board that the suggestion was to support repurposing the funds in the form of small grants and 
attempting to use the balance to leverage additional funding. 
 
Jon Ortendahl – If it was divided up into $2,000 allotments, the municipalities might have a good 
purpose for it. 
 
John Frey – Would there be anything wrong with giving it back to the General Fund? 
 
John Penhollow – It would be hard to ever get money again to act as seed money for small 
projects. 
 
John Hamels – I think we should encourage people to be creative with grant funding and leverage 
outside funds so we double the impact. 
 
John Penhollow – Perhaps our Comprehensive Plan Sub-Committee's new charge is to propose 
what we might recommend is done with this money. 
 
On a motion by John Hamels with a second by John Penhollow, the Planning Board unanimously 
approved seeking support for the passage of the draft resolution authorizing the repurposing of 
the balance of the comprehensive plan funds.  

Next Meeting The meeting adjourned at 6:15 on a motion by Jeff Gossett with a second from Jon Ortendahl. 
The next meeting will be on April 9th, 2013 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM in Busti. 

 


	CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES
	Tuesday March 5, 2013
	MINUTES



