
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
 

Tuesday April 1, 2008 
 
PRESENT:  Chairman Holt, Doug Bowen , Linda Fairbanks, Rod Pennica , Kathy Tampio, Steve Senske, Mike Rodgers and Ted Bogden 
 
ABSENT:    Joe Affronte, Rebecca Brumagin 
 

OTHERS:   Doug Conroe (Environmental Management Council) and Chris Kinn, Doug Jacobs and Donald McCord (Planning 
Department) 
 

MINUTES The minutes of the March 4th, 2008 meeting were unanimously accepted on a motion by Doug Bowen with a second 
by Ted Bogden 

CORRESPONDENCE A letter was received from the Environmental Management council regarding the proposed Hotel development 
project in North Harmony. Steve Senske explained the Town of North Harmony's process that was being utilized for 
a review of the project. 
 
A letter was received from County Executive Edwards regarding State and federal appropriation requests that were 
submitted by the Executive's office. The requests covered various road projects, the landfill gas project, a waterline 
and watershed projects for Chautauqua Lake. 

PRIVILEGE OF 
FLOOR 

None 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Town of Arkwright 
Wind Power Review 

Doug Jacobs explained that the Town of Arkwright has a law that created a wind overlay district. Now that a project 
request has been received, the Town must decide to create the district that the overlay zone will be imposed upon. 
 
Ted Bogden ask what the cost of the project is expected to be. Doug Jacobs said that the application indicates that 
the project will cost between 140 and 180 million dollars. 
 
After a discussion on possible ways to perform the review of the proposed project, it was agreed to request an 
extension of the review period. 

Capital Project Forms 
and Review Process 
 

Don McCord presented the Capital Projects data collection form and the board's project ranking sheet. 
 
Ted Bogden said that he felt many projects that are heavily funded by outside sources are ranked very high. This 
does some injustice to other projects that are viable but do not have outside funding sources. Ted asks if there were 
a way to separate them. Ted suggested adding another category on the ranking sheet to balance the effect.  
 
Don said he would review that and see what could be done. 
 
The board asks for a listing of projects that were previously funded in 2008. 

Zoning Referral Log Doug Jacobs presented the zoning referral log for the month. Doug informed the board that the Town of Poland has 
submitted a WECS Law for review.  

New Member Pete Holt informed the board that Stuart Williams would be joining the board next month. Pete said that Stuart will 
be a great addition and has been confirmed by the Legislature. 



Department Update Don McCord reported on the progress and status of the following projects: 
     Comprehensive Plan – Don reported that the department had meet with Terry Martin, a planning consultant, and 
Terry would be starting to assist with the comprehensive plan process as soon as a contract can be established. 
     Department of Health – lot size – Don reported that Doug and he had participated in a conference call with staff 
from the Environmental Health Division. Don said that they had worked with staff to ensure that outreach to 
municipalities and other stakeholders affected by the change would occur. Don said that the Planning Department 
will send out a letter to municipalities in advance asking them to review their zoning code so the local codes comply 
with the new change. 
     Ripley Training Event – Don said that he had participated in a local training for planning board, zoning board of 
appeals and municipal board members at the Town of Ripley. Don said that he trained the group on the County 
referral process. 
     Chautauqua Lake LWRP – Don said that he and Renee Parsons, NYS Division of Coastal Resources 
representative, had met with the communities around Chautauqua Lake regarding the final adoption of the 
Chautauqua Lake LWRP. He expects that the communities will consider it for adoption in April. 
 
 

Other Don said that he had been contacted by the NYS Rural Resources Commission regarding the effectiveness of 
Chautauqua County's Right –to Farm Law requirement that requires notification to buyers of property within 500 
feet of a State Agricultural District. Unfortunately, the Planning Department was not aware that this had been added 
to the 2003 revised version of the local law. Therefore the department had not included that during its review of 
projects and is now aware that many in the real estate community have not followed this requirement. 
 
The Commission asks that the Chautauqua County Planning Board draft a letter of support for this to become a 
State-wide law. On a motion by Steve Senske, with a second by Doug Bowen, the board unanimously agreed to 
send a letter of support. 

NEXT MEETING The next meeting will be on May 6, 2008 at the GOB, Mayville, NY from 3:30 to 7:00 PM. 
ADJOURNMENT Meeting adjourned at 6:10 p.m. 
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