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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
DPF Sherman Shop 

7934 Sherman-Stedman Road 
Sherman, NY 14781 

April 2nd, 2019 
 
PRESENT: Bernie Auer, Brad Bentley, Doug Bowen, Bruno Bruni, Kathleen Dennison, Jeff Gossett, Rick 
Ketcham, John Penhollow, Dave Pihl, Dick Patton, Rick Ketcham, Ted Bogdan 
ABSENT: John Frey 
OTHERS: Matt Bourke, Don McCord, Melissa Keller, Mark Geise, Rick Heath 
 

ADMINISTRATION / ORGANIZATION 
MINUTES Chairperson Bowen called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the April 

Planning Board Meeting. Chairperson Bowen asked if there was a motion to approve 
the minutes of the March 2019 Planning Board (“Board”) meeting.  
 
Rick Ketcham proposed corrections to the March 2019 meeting minutes.  
 
Bruno Bruni made a motion to approve the minutes with proposed corrections. Dave 
Pihl seconded the motion and it was approved by the Board unanimously.  
 

 
CORRESP. Don McCord – the Town of Ellery has provided a SEQR determination for herbicide 

application in Chautauqua Lake. 

PRIVILEGE OF 
FLOOR 

None. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
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ARC POWER 
GRANT 
PRESENTA-
TION 
 

Mark Geise introduced himself as the Deputy County Executive for Economic 
Development.  
 
Mr. Geise said County and the City of Dunkirk jointly completed an application for the 
ARC POWER Grant for a repurposing feasibility study for the NRG power plant. Mr. 
Geise provided background information on the grant program, which is a 50/50 match 
program. He said the County and City were able to put together $60,000 in cash and 
match for the grant, and that the grant application was successful for a total project 
budget of $110,000. 
 
Mr. Geise described the project site and stated that the purpose of the project was to 
generate reuse ideas for the site for the future procurement of funds. He said the 
project would include an assessment of assets and liabilities, a market analysis, and 
possible reuse strategies and costs. NRG was said to be supportive the project. 
 
Mr. Geise said it is uncertain when grant funding will be made available, but an RFP 
process will be undertaken to select a consultant for the project. He said a steering 
committee will guide the project and the consultant selection. 
 
Doug Bowen – Does any board action need to be taken? 
 
Mark Geise – I don’t think there is any action that the board needs to take. 
 
Don McCord – Can you speak to the 2019 ARC POWER Grant application? 
 
Mark Geise – DFT is interested in providing wireless broadband service to the more 
rural areas of Chautauqua and Cattaraugus County. It is early in that process and there 
is not much of an update to report. 
 
Kathleen Dennison – It sounds like this particular grant does not involved an investment 
by the County? 
 
Mark Geise – Correct. 
 
Doug Bowen – What will the $10,000 in-kind match consist of? 
 
Mark Geise – Staff time from the IDA and City of Dunkirk, as well as printing and travel. 
 
Jeff Gossett – Is NRG contributing funds to the project? 
 
Mark Geise – It was difficult to get NRG to the table early on to have those discussions. 
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ARC POWER 
GRANT 
PRESENTA-
TION 
(CONTINUED)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  John Penhollow – What about school taxes for the City of Dunkirk? 
 
Mark Geise – There is still a PILOT in place. 
 
Rick Ketcham – But the PILOT is declining and will expire soon. 
 
There was a discussion between board members and Mr. Geise about the large clean-
up costs for the site and potential redevelopment options. 

 
ZONING 
REFERRAL 
LOG 

  Doug Bowen – Are there any comments or questions about the zoning referral log? 
 
Rick Ketcham - Is there anything for the board to consider with the Red House referral 
from Cassadaga? 
 
Don McCord – No, our office just received the referral and do not yet have a response 
formulated. 
 
There was a brief discussion of the history of the Red House project. 
 
Rick Ketcham made a motion to approve the zoning referral log. Dick Patton seconded 
the motion. The board voted unanimously to approve the motion. 
 
Don McCord and the board discussed some additional context on the Red House 
project. 
 
The board discussed the referral for Webb’s Chautauqua Resort in greater depth. 
 
Don McCord – This referral is for site plan and special use permit approval. Previous 
referrals for this project addressed variances. While we have determined that this 
project is a local concern, it is a large enough project that we thought the board should 
be aware of our department’s thoughts on the project. 
 
John Penhollow – Is this project privately funded? 
 
Don McCord – There is a mix of financing, including CDBG grant funds. 
 
Dave Phil – Where is the off-site parking located? 
 
Don McCord – Directly across the street on property owned by the applicant. The 
driveways for on-site and off-site parking will be offset and both access off Route 394. 
 
Kathleen Dennison – Are CDBG funds only for low-income housing? 
 
Don McCord – CDBG funds can be used for economic development to create jobs. 
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ZONING 
REFERRAL 
LOG (CONT.) 

Bruno Bruni – Will stormwater for the project end up in Chautauqua Lake? 
 
Don McCord – Yes 
 
Doug Bowen – Does the board need to take any action on this project? 
 
Don McCord – No, we just wanted the board to be aware of the project and the 
department’s response. 

OLD BUSINESS 

UPDATE ON 
THE 2019 
CAPITAL 
PROJECT 
PROCESS 

Don McCord – We have been working to make changes to the capital project 
definitions based on the board’s previous discussions. We have also provided training 
to department heads to try to improve the process, as well as updated the forms and 
instructions to receive better information and applications.  
 
Kathleen Dennison – This training went well and was well-received, although we may 
receive some pushback. 
 
There was a discussion of how the process guidelines will be enforced more strictly 
this year. 
 
Jeff Gossett – When can the board begin reviewing requests? 
 
Kathleen Dennison – We would like to have requests available for the board’s review 
by April 29th. 
 
Jeff Gossett – Will the board grade requests using paper or laptops? 
 
Don McCord – This has yet to be determined. 

 
 
 
 

DISCUSSION 
OF PREVIOUS 
EXECUTIVE 
SESSION 

Brad Bentley – The purchase of the home next to the Gerace Office Building that the 
board discussed in executive session last meeting has been approved in order to 
provide more parking. Does the planning board need to take any additional action? 
 
Doug Bowen – I do not believe the board needs to take any additional action. 
 
Brad Bentley – The legislative voted 16-0 to approve the project and closing will 
happen soon. The project will be slotted into an existing capital project for parking lot 
improvements. 

SHERMAN 
SHOP TOUR 

Rick Heath led the board on a tour of the DPF’s Sherman Shop. 
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NEW BUSINESS (CONT.) 

ARC POWER 
GRANT 
(CONT.) 

Don McCord - There is one additional project for the board to discuss. The County will   
be working with DFT to put together a tri-county application through Southern Tier 
West for expanded wireless broadband access in rural areas. 
 
Dave Pihl – Southern Tier West approached DFT about putting a grant application 
together. Projects can be up to $1.5 million with a 50% match. The County’s joint 
application will be fore $600,000, with a $300,000 match. ARC encourages multi-county 
applications. The application is due April 10th for 2020 implementation. In the County, 
Irving, Forestville, Villenova and Frewsburg would benefit from the grant. 
 
Bruno Bruni – What is the range of wireless facilities? 
 
Dave Pihl – It is typically line of sight. DFT has customer requests for broadband all over 
the County. We usually try to located facilities on existing towers/structures. 
Cattaraugus County is still uncertain if they will participate in the grant application. 
 
Don McCord – Wireless broadband is the most effective way to get connectivity to hard-
to-reach portions of the County. The County has expressed support for the grant 
application, but formal resolution for the grant does not have to happen until later, likely 
June or July. We wanted to let the board know about the project to consider your 
thoughts or questions. 
 
The board briefly discussed broadband access in the County. 
 
   ADJOURNMENT 

 Dick Patton made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Bruno Bruni seconded the motion. 
The board voted unanimously to approve the motion. 

 


