
 

1 

 

CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 

214 Central Ave, Dunkirk, NY 

 

April 4
th

, 2017 

 

PRESENT: Chair Doug Bowen, Vice Chair John Frey, Bruno Bruni, Bernie Auer, Dick Patton, Dave Pihl, 

Jeff Gossett, and Rich Ketcham 

ABSENT: Ted Bogdan and John Penhollow 

 

OTHERS: Pat Gooch and Leah Stow of CCPED, Chuck Cornell, Director of SUNY Fredonia Technology 

Incubator, Kathleen Dennison, Chautauqua County Budget Director, Greg Fox of the Dunkirk Observer 

MINUTES Minutes from the March Planning Board Meeting were unanimously approved on a 

motion by John Frey that was seconded by Bruno Bruni. 

CORRESP. 1. Southern Tier West Local Government Conference May 10
th

  

2. Call from Richard Ellis in opposition to Roundabout at Routes 20 & 60 

3. Phone Call from Joni Riggle regarding proposed Wind Projects 

PRIVILEGE 

OF FLOOR 

 None. 

NEW BUSINESS 

SUNY Fredonia 

Technology 

Incubator 

 

 

 Chuck Cornell, Director of the SUNY Fredonia Technology Incubator (FTI) 

spoke of the Incubator’s function. He indicated the FTI is an extension of SUNY 

Fredonia and is really the college’s face in the community. The FTI also offers 

entrepreneurs access to a unique facility, business resources, and technology 

expertise, as well as highly qualified business mentors. It serves as a StartUP NY 

location and is a member of the WNY Innovation Hot Spot consortium. Mr. 

Cornell also took questions from members regarding the FTI.  

Capital Projects 

Q&A 
 Pat Gooch distributed a blank form that ranks the proposed Capital Projects with 

the intent to familiarize Planning Board members with the process and also to 

give members a chance to ask questions.  

 Rich Ketcham posed the question of whether or not the definition of “Capital 

Project” had been formally changed. Pat Gooch and Kathleen Dennison thought it 

had not been brought before the County Legislature at this point. Mr. Ketcham 

indicated he does not understand the definition in its current state.  

 John Frey suggested that at the May 2
nd

 meeting, there be a discussion and 

clarification of this process.   

 Dave Pihl inquired on the specifics of the meeting format, whether or not 

department heads will indicate the project as “routine” or “one-time.” Pat Gooch 

elaborated on the process. Jeff Gossett added there are separate projects that are 

labeled as “Enterprise” projects that are funded through a separate source. 

 Kathleen Dennison inquired as to a timeline of when the binder should be 

distributed to members. Pat Gooch indicated it would be helpful and appropriate 

to have this available to hand out to board members by the May 2
nd

 meeting. Pat 

Gooch also stated he should have a draft summary report to distribute to members 

by the June Planning Board Meeting. Ms. Dennison also informed Pat both Kitty 

Crow and herself will be out of town at a conference during the May 2
nd

 meeting.  

 

Zoning Referral 

Log 

The Zoning Referral Log for March was distributed to members. Doug Bowen asked 

whether the Cold Storage facility in Dunkirk had been approved by the local Zoning 
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Board of Appeals as of yet. It was unknown whether or not the meeting had taken place 

as of yet. Discussion ensued regarding the specifics of this situation. Members inquired 

whether or not this situation is presently out of the Planning Board’s hands. Pat Gooch 

responded that this appears to be a matter of local concern, and was responded to a week 

r two prior in his absence. John Frey asked a question regarding an instance in the 

Village of Bemus Point in which The Italian Fishermen plans to build an Arbor near their 

entryway. A motion was made by Rich Ketcham to accept the Zoning Referral Log and 

seconded by Jeff Gossett. 

 

 OLD BUSINESS 

Letter 

Submitted to 

NYS DOT – 

This Board’s 

Role Should be 

Complete 

 A letter was submitted to the NYS DOT regarding the proposed Roundabout at 

Routes 20 & 60 with the Planning Board’s recommendations on the project. There 

has been no response as of yet. Pat Gooch informed members this project has been 

funded by federal dollars.  

Wind Projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chautauqua 

County Landfill 
 

No new updates on the wind projects or the Landfill. 

OTHER  
  No issues were raised. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Bruno Bruni and seconded by Dick 

Patton. The motion was unanimously approved.  

NEXT MEETING 

 
Our next meeting is May 2

nd
 from 4:00 pm to 6:00 p.m. in the BWB Building, Second 

Floor Board Room, 201 West Third Street, Jamestown, NY 14701. 

 


