
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
 

Tuesday April 7, 2009 
 
PRESENT:  Chairman Bowen, Pete Holt, Ted Bogden, Mike Rodgers, Rod Pennica, Linda Fairbanks, 
Kathy Tampio and John Penhollow 
 
ABSENT: Stuart Williams and Rebecca Brumagin   
 

OTHERS: William Daly, Donald McCord, Terry Martin (Planning) 
MINUTES The minutes of the March 2009 meeting were unanimously approved on a motion from Rod 

Pennica with a second from Linda Fairbanks.  
CORRESP. Don informed the board of the following correspondence: 

1) New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation – Informing the 
Planning Board that the Commissioner of Parks , Recreation and Historic Preservation has 
forwarded Midway Park on the National Register of Historic Places and the Keeper of the 
National Register has officially placed Midway Park on the National Register. 

PRIVILEGE 
OF FLOOR 

Bill Daly announced that Mark Geise from  Fredonia has been hired as the Deputy Director of 
Planning and Economic Development. Bill said that 35 applications had been received and 9 
were interviewed.  Mark served as the Director of Development for the City of Dunkirk, he then 
went on into the private sector and worked for Ecology and Environment as a Planner. Mark has 
a Masters Degree in Urban Planning from the University of Buffalo. Bill said that because of his 
background with E & E his major project will be the Comprehensive Plan with Terry.  
  

NEW 
BUSINESS: 
Comprehensive 
Plan Update 
 

Bill said that three weeks ago he had decided to put things on hold with the Comprehesnive Plan 
until the Deputy Director was on board.  
 
Bill: Have you all been getting the papers we have been emailing you? These things are coming 
in fast and furious. We knew they would and Terry will pass some around. The papers are getting 
fancy now. Originally people were knocking them out on their word processor at home but you 
should see the one that WCA submitted today about it role in the community as an economic 
development engine. Its got all the bells and whistles. 
 
I've got John Murphy's housing one and I've read it but he said something in there that I just want 
to get back around with him because I wasn't sure if it was correct or not. I actually read these 
before we put them on the web and try to edit them because we don't like to have them too long. 
The Westfield one that came on with nice glossy pictures, the one form WCA looks like its done 
by professionals. So we started a good thing I think. 
 
Terry: The following items we started working on a number of months ago and this is what I 
called you about Pete the other day. The following items we have put on hold for the last two 
months pending Bill hiring someone as Deputy Director of Planning. At our meeting in late 
January, Bill and I felt if he's going to hire a new Deputy Director, that new person, whoever that 
was going to be, should have a chance to review and help set priorities instead of us rushing 
through things before this person got hired. So the RFP preparation working with you guys was 
put on hold, the consultant selection process and how that would be done was put on hold. The 
legal work, the DEIS review and the Charter review was put on hold. I really urgue you guys to 
think about the Charter review. We probably won't get into it until the fall because the Law 
Department wants to be involved with it and there are a lot of other things that are more 
important right now. If there is anything that you can add to the County Charter next year that 
would improve the County or municipal ability to implement plans using home rule powers, this 
is your chance. I know that Pete you said that you were on a Charter review group. If they have 
done a report I would love to see it I haven't seen anything so far. I would say that you won't 
have an opportunity like this for another ten years to do this comprehensive thinking about the 



Charter. The reason is that the comprehensive plan under State statues is the one thing that gives 
your County government the integrity to say what we do is not arbitrary or capricious. We are 
trying to do something that is systematic, rational and longer term. So I urge you to put it in the 
back of your mind. 
 
Then the random sample that Bill had us working on. We have a whole lot of ideas for it. We 
want to run them by the new guy and bring him up to speed before Bill actually hires the firm but 
we're almost ready to go on that. 
 
The next big thing. Bill and I spent a lot of time on this and we just finished in the last two weeks 
with our editing of the Randell Arendt Design Guidebook. This is a sample that I got the other 
day and I'll pass it around for you to look at. The final product will be similar to this but each 
page will be 8.5 X 11, not small like these. 
 
Bill: The big difference on this one is we went through and actually edited this stuff. Terry said 
that some of these photos had no captions so we went back through so there is a caption under 
the photo or in the text so your not just looking. You can figure it out but people who aren't 
intuitive enough when your reading aparagraph it’s the two buildings above. Above on the left is 
the partthat you want and above on the right is the part that you don't want. It might sound simple 
but you've got to make sure it all matches up with the text. 
 
Terry: Randall's layout person in Philedelphia, in the text, when the captions not under the photo, 
she's going to highlight in black ink so that when your reading it you will see in bold print that 
indicates above or below so you know which picture they are referring to. 
 
The introduction is by John Shedd, a local architcect. We chose him because he is a young 
professional who brought his family back to Chautauqua. In keeping with the theme I set last 
summer about young people, young professionals. All the young folks here today will eventually 
be running the County someday so lets bring them up.  
 
Kathy; So how is this, once you have the final form, going to be incorporated into the 
comprehensive plan? Recommendations  
 
Bill: Yes. It will have no bearing, there is no law involved.    

Capital Projects 
Training 

Pete Holt: Bill Daly was delayed on his flight back to Buffalo and Terry Martin will not be able  

Draft Capital 
Questions 

Don: The Planning Board was sent a packet on the replacement of the Poland Center Road  

Capital Project 
Schedule 

 

Zoning Referral 
Log 

Don presented the zoning log for February to the board for review.  
 
 

Other Don: We met with the Farmland Protection Board (FPB) for the review of the Carroll, Busti, and  
Next Meeting The next meeting will be on May 5th, 2009 at the Gerace Office Building, Mayville, NY from 

3:30 to 8:00 PM. 
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