
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
Chautauqua Lake Central School District, Mayville, NY 

 

Tuesday April 7th, 2015 
 

PRESENT: Bernie Auer, Chairman Doug Bowen, Ted Bogdan, Bruno Bruni, John Frey, Jeff Gossett, John 
Hamels, Jon Ortendahl, Maureen Morabito, and Richard Patton. 
 
ABSENT: John Penhollow 
  

OTHERS: Patrick Gooch (Planning) 
MINUTES Doug Bowen – Welcome Everyone, Is there a motion to approve the March Minutes? 

John Frey motioned to approve March Minutes, seconded by Dick Patton, and the 
motion was unanimously approved by the Chautauqua County Planning Board (Board).  

CORRESP. Chairman Bowen – Any correspondence?  
 
Pat Gooch – Yes, several planning board members received a mailer from Southern Tier 
West for a Local Government Training on May 6th, 2015. They were handed out at the 
beginning of the meeting and an extra was passed around for those who are new to the 
board.  
 
Doug Bowen – I have been to this conference in past years, and I learned a lot. I enjoyed 
it and think its well worth it for those that may be interested. 
 
Bruno Bruni – May I see a copy of the mailer? 

PRIVILEGE 
OF FLOOR 

None 

CAPITAL 
PROJECTS 
REVIEW 

Doug Bowen – Let’s move to the first real business on the agenda: The Rating Form. 
 
John Frey – Let’s go through the changes to the Capital Improvement Rating Form one 
by one.  

• Operating Budget – We moved up and increased the weight of the operating 
budget category. Additionally, we went to one scale, rather than the two part 
scale. The one scale has a spectrum that ranges from -$30,000 on one end to 
+$30,000 on the other.  

• Planning – We moved this up to the second question. And we increased the 
weight to 17%. Additionally, we reduced the number of options from five to four 
– as one seemed unclear and confusing. 

• Economic Impact – Has not changed.  
• Functional Area Priority – This has not changed either and Pat or Don will still 

fill this out for the board. 
• Mandate – We eliminated the need to require proof of a mandate. Instead it is a 

simple yes or no response. The board still reserves the right to ask for information 
on the mandate, but we do not think it needs to be part of a standard request. 

• Safety – We reduced the number of choices. We think that safety is a pretty black 
and white issue. It either is a safety issue, it will be a safety issue, or it is not a 
safety issue. There is no need for five categories.  

• Cost Effectiveness – We deleted the first sentence; it was an unnecessary prompt 
that did not help the reader. We also clarified some wording and placed greater 
emphasis on alternatives. We are placing a greater emphasis on alternatives, as it 
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shows us that the departments have considered more than one option.  
• Improve Service – We increased the rating, but otherwise made no changes.  

 
Alright, let’s move to the Capital Projects Review Guide. Everyone should have a 
highlighted copy of that. 

• We made changes to the three categories the board will now place projects into, 
these are “Requests Recommended for Inclusion in Upcoming Budget,” “Projects 
Which can be Delayed Without Impact,” and “Which Projects not to 
Recommend.”  

• Minor changes were made to the second paragraph, but these changes were only 
to keep the ranking form and review guide in-sync.  

• We revised the sentence defining Planning. We felt this was necessary since we 
changed the planning question on the ranking form.  

• We also changed the definition of Cost Effectiveness to identify the emphasis on 
alternatives.  

• Lastly, we changed the date on the back as we adjusted the Capital Projects 
Schedule.  

 
Those were the changes the subcommittee and Kitty recommended and went ahead with.  
I believe those were all the changes. Pat, can you think of any other changes?  
 
Pat Gooch – No, I think you covered everything.  There might be a few minor changes to 
grammar or something that we missed, but those did not change the substance.   
 
Doug - I’ll still do my presentation to the County Legislature in June or July?  
 
Pat Gooch – We still have that slotted for June 24th, but if we ever need to adjust that we 
can push it back as far as June 15th, as that’s the date set in the County Administrative 
Code.  
 
John Hamels – The thing that jumped out at me, was, what if there is no other 
alternative? Would a department be penalized?  
 
Doug Bowen – I see your point; however I think that this is where common sense needs 
to come into play. We can use the common sense check at the end of the process to 
ensure we don’t penalize any projects for things like this. 
 
John Hamels – I think that makes sense. I just know departments have come to us in the 
past and stated that this is the only option, especially with the IT Department.  
 
Pat Gooch – So we have consensus to use common sense if we are presented with a 
Capital Projects Request that has one option because it is the only option available to that 
department? 
 
Doug Bowen – Yes, common sense wins in this case. 
 
Doug Bowen – Alright, If no one has anything else to add. I’ll accept a motion to 
approve the new forms as presented.  
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John Hamels – I motion to approve the ranking form and the review guide as presented.  
 
Dick Patton – I second the motion to approve.  

SHERMAN 
SHOP 
 

Doug Bowen – We have looked at the Sherman Shop letter a few times already, however 
it is slightly modified. Any questions or comments on the letter?  Remember this is the 
letter we are sending to the County Executive that relays our concerns about the 
construction and cost of the Sherman Shop facility.   
 
John Frey – I would be interested in hearing Bruno’s thoughts on the letter, since this is 
an amalgamation of our original letter and his report of his conversation with Director 
Spanos.  
 
Bruno Bruni – For the most part I am okay with it. Pat and I went over the changes, and I 
think it does the job for the most part. I am happy with it.  
 
Pat Gooch – I tried to mesh the original letter and Bruno’s comments as best I could. 
Whether I achieved the appropriate balance is a question that I think the Board is best 
equipped to answer.  
 
Doug Bowen – Let’s keep in mind that we are a recommending board, this is a letter of 
recommendation to the County Executive. At this point we have thoroughly reviewed the 
matter, provided our input, and the County Executive can decide how to take this letter 
and do what he feels necessary from there. Do I have a motion to send the letter as 
presented to the County Executive?  
 
Bruno Bruni – So moved.  
 
John Frey – Seconded.  
 
Doug – Motion has been made and seconded. So in favor, say aye?  
Unanimous approval. Motion carried.  

ZONING 
REFERRAL 
LOG: 

Doug – Let’s move on to the Zoning Referral Log. Comments or questions? 
 
Pat Gooch – I wanted to bring the special use permit in Westfield with a question mark 
to the Board’s attention. This deals with land in an Agricultural District. The parcel in 
question is not actively farmed and the parking lot will only use the first 150’ of the 
parcel, which is currently used for loading grapes into tractor trailers. The parcel is rather 
large and shaped a bit like a “u” that is shorter on one side.  However, it is technically in 
an Agricultural District and is removing land from the possibility of agricultural use. As 
it is not currently used for agriculture and is such a small portion of the parcel, I don’t 
think it is a large concern. However, conversion of Agricultural Land should be avoided, 
and is something the County and State are concerned with. 
 
Bruno Bruni – I looked into this matter as well, and it appears to me that the way the site 
is graded, any spilled materials or runoff will run back to the street rather than the creek 
adjacent to the parcel. 
 
Ted Bogdan – I think there may be a mix up on the log that identifies the Village of 
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Lakewood as the applicant in two referrals.  
 
Pat Gooch – I can double check items 2 and 3. I think you are right that those were 
incorrectly recorded. I will change those when I get back to the office. 
 
Bruno Bruni – Regarding the renovation for the grocery store, are they increasing the 
square footage at all?  
 
Pat Gooch – No, it is an interior remodel only. They aren’t adding on to the structure.  
 
Bernie Auer – Can you give us a little detail on the Farmer Brown special use permit?  
 
Pat Gooch – Yes, Farmer Brown is a Food Truck that sets up for the summer on a corner 
in Lakewood. Lakewood recently passed a law regulating food trucks. As such, Farmer 
Brown’s Food Truck needs to come into compliance with the local law, and the local law 
requires a permit.   
 
Bernie Auer – Ah, yes I think I know that place. I think the truck has permanently set up 
shop there; they added tables, chairs, umbrellas, etc. I don’t think the truck moves from 
the site at all. It’s not really a mobile truck anymore.  
 
Pat Gooch –Yes, I have heard something like that as well.  
 
Doug Bowen – Any other questions? If not, I’ll accept a motion to approve, subject to 
the corrections that Pat is going to double check and amend as needed.  
 
Ted Bogdan – I move to approve, subject to the corrections. 
 
Bernie Auer – I second the motion.  
 
Chairman Bowen - All in favor say aye. Unanimously approved. Motion Carried 

OLD 
BUSINESS: 

Pat – One thing we didn’t discuss is the memo or report from the Board that was created 
to accompany the Sherman Shop letter. We should approve and make a motion to send 
that as well. I made minor changes to it based on Bruno’s conversations with Director 
Spanos, and the Board’s request last meeting. 
 
Bruno – I read the changes, they were minor cosmetic changes, numbers for the most 
part.  
 
Doug – Yes, it is important that the report accompanies the cover letter. If there are no 
comments or questions I will accept a motion to approve and send the report.  
 
Bruno – I so move to approve and send the letter.  
 
John Frey – I second the motion. 
 
Doug Bowen – All in favor say aye? Unanimously approved. Motion carried. 
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Last Thoughts: Doug Bowen – Any old business? Or any last comments? If not, I’ll accept a motion to 
adjourn. 
 
Bernie Auer – I’ll make a motion to adjourn. 
 
Doug Bowen – We have a motion to adjourn, do I have a second? 
 
Jon O. – I second.  
 
Doug – Meeting adjourned.  
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