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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
200 Harrison Street, Room 310, CCIDA Offices, Jamestown, NY 

 

Tuesday, June 6th, 2015 
 

PRESENT: Chairman Doug Bowen, Ted Bogdan, Bruno Bruni, John Frey, Jeff Gossett, Jon Ortendahl, 
Maureen Morabito, and Richard Patton.  
 
ABSENT: John Penhollow, John Hamels, Bernie Auer, George Spanos, and Kitty Crow. 
  

OTHERS: Patrick Gooch (Planning), Rich Dixon (CCIDA), and Don McCord (CCIDA/CCPED). 
MINUTES Doug Bowen – Welcome Everyone, we had a lot of meetings last month, so we have a 

couple minutes to approve.  Is there a motion to approve the May 5th Minutes? Dick 
Patton motioned to approve May 5th Minutes seconded by Bruno Bruni, and the motion 
was unanimously approved by the Chautauqua County Planning Board (Board).  
Alright let’s move to the May 19th minutes, do I have a motion?  
Ted Bogdan motioned to approve the May19th minutes and John Frey Seconded.  The 
motion was unanimiously approved by the Board.   

CORRESP. Chairman Bowen – Any correspondence?  
Pat Gooch – None. 

PRIVILEGE 
OF FLOOR 

None. 

SOUTH 
COUNTY 
INDIUSTRIAL 
PARK 

Don McCord and Rich Dixon presented on the CCIDA’s plan to utilize existing funds in 
capital accounts allocated to the CCIDA’s Ripley Site, Stoneman Industrial Park Site, 
and an uncompleted rail siding project to acquire and develop land around the South 
County Industrial Park. The CCIDA made clear to the Board that the South County 
Industrial Park is currently filled to capacity, there is interest in the site, and there are 
parcels nearby that could be purchased and developed to expand the site. The CCIDA 
believes now is the time to pursue expansion to get the site shovel ready for interested 
parties.  The CCIDA believes the most fiscally responsible choice is to reallocate unused 
capital account funds tied to other sites to further develop the South County Industrial 
Park site.   
 
Doug Bowen – You borrowed money for the shovel ready sites, correct?  Have the 
Bonds been paid off? Additionally, what are these funds going to be used for?   
 
Don McCord – Acquisition costs, environmental and engineering – anything that might 
come up.  And an extension of infrastructure on to neighboring parcels if necessary, and 
yes I believe the bonds have been paid off.  Rich might know for sure. 
 
Ted Bogdan – What’s the definition between shovel ready, developed, etc.   
 
Rich Dixon – The definition is varied, but Don has a long one if you want.  But generally 
the definition says studies for infrastructure must have been completed, but it doesn’t 
mean that there needs to be infrastructure yet. We do all this in advance, and send in a 
report detailing what has been done to NYS and then NYS gives us Shovel Ready Site 
Certification. We have spent over $600,000 on the Ripley site to get it Shovel Ready, and 
it is certified as such by Empire State Development. 
 
Don McCord – One other thing is control, either acquisition or options on the property.  
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We prefer to have ownership on this site. It gives us more security.  Honestly, we don’t 
have much work to do in order to have this site considered shovel ready. 
 
Rich Dixon – Yes, but we can’t be certain until we own it and are able to take a look in 
the ground. 
 
John Frey – How intense is the interest?  
 
Rich Dixon – If we don’t own the land and go quickly to do it, the price is going to go 
up.  Present Market value is in the eye of the beholder, but there is interest.   
 
Don McCord – The reason we are bringing this to you, is that we took this to the 
legislature and Legislator Pierre Chagnon wanted the Board’s input as these funds were 
originally allocated via the Capital Projects Budget.  Because of that, he wanted the 
Board’s input before he voted for it in committee.   
 
Doug Bowen – Is this money going to be tied into the South County Industrial Site.  
  
Rich Dixon – We have a fund called scatter site, and I’d like to utilize that for any left 
over money. It was designed to give us the freedom to use the funds in a flexible manor, 
or as I like to say at the speed of business. 
 
Teg Bogdan – I think that makes a great deal of sense, you need to move at the speed of 
business to do your jobs effectively.  
 
John Frey – I also like having money available in a scatter site fund. Sometimes you 
need to move with deliberate speed, and the process of getting our approval and the 
legislatures might take too long. 
 
Doug Bowen motioned to approve the transfer of funding from one account to the South 
County Industrial Account and the motion was seconded by John Frey.  Doug then 
requested that we do a roll call vote.   
 
John – yay 
Jeff Gossett – Abstain  
Jon - yay 
Ted - yay 
Dick Patton – yay 
Maureen Morabito – yay  
Bruno Bruni – yay  
Chairman Doug Bowen – yay   
Votes were seven in favor and one abstention.  Motion approved.  
 

CAPITAL 
PROJECTS  

Doug – Don are you aware of what the Audit Committee is going to do with Airports? 
 
Don McCord – Yes, my recommendation, was to have the Board go through the process 
still. You could make a separate prioritization or ranking table that is outside of the 
governmental capital projects table. I think it is important that this Board continues to 
review the airport projects in order to understand the impact on the Capital Reserve Fund 
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if the projects are approved. The Board should know how much money is going to be 
required.   
 
Doug – Thanks.  I think we should split them apart.  I think Don makes a good point.  I 
also think that including them in the governmental prioritization table sends the wrong 
impression, as they rank highly due to outside funding. This Board, views two airports as 
a cost rather than an asset. The upfront cost is relatively minor, but the long term 
operating and maintenance cost is substantial. Alright, what does the Board think?  
 
Doug Bowen motioned to separate the airport projects to a separate prioritization table 
and John Frey seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board.  
 
Doug – Moving on to the vehicle requests.  We normally beat that to death, and we 
hardly talked about it last week. Does anyone have any thoughts?  
  
Jon Orthendal – Is it possible to reply with a request to lower the request number if 
possible. After all, we are running a deficit, so maybe we need to cut a truck or two from 
each department.    
 
Ted Bogdan – I think we should leave them as is.  The requests were mostly 
replacement, and the one upgrade replacement we are not recommending.  I think that we 
don’t have the expertise to go into specifics on heavy equipment or other vehicles.  I 
mean who knows if we need 15 plows, but I can’t say with confidence that the 
department can get by with 14.     
 
Doug Bowen – Anyone else?  
 
John Frey – My biggest thing is whether we are in-line with current standards.  We didn't 
pick them apart, I think it is hard for us to say we know you requested x but we only 
think you need 4 less than x.   
 
Don McCord – I can’t guess at the utilization of heavy equipment.  But, I think that just 
paying attention to the quality of the equipment can help the Board make some 
judgements. 
 
Ted Bogdan – I thought we had approved the acquisition of software that allowed us to 
see every penny that went into these vehicles.   
 
Doug Bowen – We did. I don’t think it is used as well as it should be.   
 
Jeff Gossett – So, let’s add that to the comments for this project?  Let’s encourage them 
to utilize the fleet management software to its fullest potential and present us with the 
information with next year’s request.   
 
Doug Bowen – Is there anything else we need to look at, should we approve this draft 
today?  
 
Pat Gooch – Some of the items will be changed, but nothing material.  So I would feel 
confident to move forward if you want to approve pending my changes. 
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John Frey – I motion to approve pending the minor changes to be made, such as: 
wordsmithing, updating the ranking forms without the airports, and filling in our 
comments.   
 
Dick Pattion – I second that motion, I think it’s in good shape as is and once updated will 
be ready.  
 
The Board unanimously approved the motion.   

WINDMILLS 
AND 
WIRELESS 
TOWERS 

Pat Gooch – The Planning Office has received multiple referrals for wireless towers and 
windmills that are going up around the County.  I want to know if the Board has 
guidance for me regarding their level of input.  
 
Jon Orthendahl – I think that you should be interfacing with Doug regarding these 
projects to see if he thinks it should warrant our attention.  But for the most part, small 
scale projects with only a few windmills should be handled by you. Unless something is 
out of the ordinary.  We should be consulted on larger projects, not the small ones.  
 
Dick Patton – I think there are too many laws at the local level, too many people who 
need to review this type of thing.  So, I fully support you making the decision.  I think, 
too many hands in the project can kill them.  These developers, when they realize how 
many people they have to deal with, they decide it’s not worth it.  So, I think that unless 
it’s very large it shouldn’t come to us.  

ZONING 
REFERRAL 
LOG: 

Approved by a motion from John Frey and seconded by Dick Patton. Unanimously 
approved by the Board. 

OLD 
BUSINESS: 
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