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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 

201 West Third Street, Jamestown, NY 

 

August 2, 2016 

 

PRESENT: Chair Doug Bowen, Bruno Bruni, Jeff Gossett, Rich Ketchum, and Richard Patton 

ABSENT: Bernie Auer, Ted Bodgan, Vice Chair John Frey, Maureen Morabito, and John Penhollow. 

 

OTHERS: Pat Gooch & Legislator Pierre Chagnon 

MINUTES No quorum to approve July minutes. 

CORRESP. Chair Bowen asked if the Board had received any correspondence.  

Pat Gooch – Stated that no correspondence other than municipal referrals was received. 

PRIVILEGE 

OF FLOOR 

None. 

NEW BUSINESS 

New Board 

Member 

Chair Bowen asked new Board Member Rich Ketcham from Fredonia, NY to introduce 

himself. Rich gave a brief background on himself – he attended the University of 

Rochester and has an MBA from Cornell. He has worked primarily in Health 

Administration. He started in Florida, was in Louisiana for six years, and then became 

CEO of Brooks hospital in Dunkirk, NY until 2009. Following that, he relocated to Utica 

where he helped conduct a large challenging merger of two hospitals – one Catholic 

hospital and one non-Catholic. He then retired and returned to the Fredonia/Dunkirk 

community, as this is where 2 of his 3 children were born and raised. Rich has a wife and 

3 children. He has since become involved in community activities – largely boards, 

chamber, rotary, and community foundation. Rich knew Vince Horrigan 20+ years ago, 

at which time Executive Horrigan was the Executive Director of the Red Cross. Vince 

recently approached Rich to inquire on Rich joining the Chautauqua County Planning 

Board. The rest of the board then introduced themselves to Rich. 

Capital Projects 

Legislative 

Committee  

Pat Gooch – There is a meeting August 16
th 

at 3pm scheduled with the budget director, 

the County Executive, Legislator Chagnon – Chair of the Audit and Control committee 

and a member of the Planning & Economic Development Committee, as well as a few 

legislators. This is the time to apprise them of what we came up with for the capital 

budget and capital plan, as well as why. Pierre Chagnon will be a great resource as he 

will be able to explain in further detail why we do what we do, and why we continue to 

deliver the same message. All are welcome to attend the meeting. Typically the Chair or 

Vice Chair attends, although attendance is not mandatory for other members.  

Chautauqua 

Lake Sewer 

District  

Legislator/County Sewer Chair Pierre Chagnon. 

 

Chautauqua Lake Sewer District: 

i. When sewer systems were built around the lake in the 1980’s and 1990’s, the 

project was not able to cover all the lake front of Chautauqua Lake. The North 

Chautauqua Lake Sewer District covers Mayville.  The South and Center 

Chautauqua Lake Sewer Districts cover the east-side of the lake, it extends from 

Midway Park to Fluvanna Avenue in Jamestown, where the Jamestown City 

Sewer District picks up. On the west side of the Lake, the sewers extend from the 

Jamestown City line to Ashville BOCES. Areas from Ashville BOCES to 

Prendergast Fish hatchery. From Midway Park north to just above the old 
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MarMar liquor store are un-sewered.  

 

Chautauqua Lake is officially designated as an impaired waterbody, per the EPA 

303-D list. The main pollutant within the lake is phosphorus, and based upon 

EPA and DEC recommendations, the best course of action to help alleviate this 

issue is completing the sewer district around the entire lake.  

 

Legislator Chagnon gave additional details on the project and its funding. The 

North Chautauqua Treatment Plant has a permit requirement to reduce the 

amount of phosphorus in their effluent by June 2018. To meet this permit 

requirement will take $2.8 million spent on tertiary treatment and sand filters. As 

of right now, there is only secondary treatment.  

 

A potential solution would be to send all sewage from Midway State Park to the 

old MarMar north to the North Chautauqua Lake Treatment Plant. In order for 

this plant to meet the additional capacity will take around $7 million. On the 

other side of the lake, the idea would be to send all sewage from Ashville BOCES 

to Prendergast Fish Hatchery to the Center Chautauqua Lake Treatment plant, 

which would be able to meet the additional capacity. 

 

The Environmental Facilities Corporation of the State of NY granted Chautauqua 

County a $20 million, 0% interest loan for 30 years which is a huge benefit to 

construct these facilities. However, this would only fund a small portion of the 

project. The committee is looking into additional grant funding sources. They are 

moving forward with construction plans in the event funding becomes available. 

This would prevent additional delays. After the map & plan report becomes 

available, it must be approved by the North Chautauqua Sewer District, then by 

the County Sewer Agency, who by law will refer it to the legislature. The County 

Legislature will hold a public hearing and lastly, the County Legislature will vote 

to approve the district extension or not. The loan must be closed by March 2017.  

 

Legislator Chagnon took questions and provided answers to board members in 

regard to the project. 

ZONING 

REFERRAL 

LOG 

Pat Gooch and Chair Bowen gave a description of the referrals process between local 

municipalities and the county planning board for the benefit of new member Rich 

Ketcham. Also discussed were prior referrals as examples of what normally occurs. 

 

Pat Gooch gave a brief description of the referrals over the past month.  Several Board 

members inquired about the particulars of the referrals.  Each question was addressed in 

turn. 

 OLD BUSINESS 

 

Wind Projects 

 

 

 

 

 

a. Arkwright Summit Wind Farm (Planning Board’s duties are complete): 

i. All approvals are complete. It is up to the developer to commence construction. 

b. Cassadaga Wind Project (Article 10 Process – No referral forthcoming): 

i. After Preliminary Review of the Application the Board on Electric Generation 

Siting and the Environment determined there are deficiencies in EDPR’s 

application which must be remedied or cured.  

c. Ball Hill Wind Project (Planning Board still has to review Municipal Referral): 

http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/MatterManagement/CaseMaster.aspx?MatterCaseNo=14-f-0490&submit=Search+by+Case+Number
http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/MatterManagement/CaseMaster.aspx?MatterCaseNo=16-f-0289&submit=Search+by+Case+Number
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Chautauqua 

County Landfill 
 

i. SDEIS released January 2016 

ii. Developer has submitted a letter asking for a declaratory ruling that they do not 

need to undergo the Article 10 process as the matter predates the law. 

iii. Jeff Gosset notified the Board that he will need to recuse himself from 

involvement in the Ball Hill Wind Project due to prior involvement not related to 

his planning board duties 

County Landfill in Ellery:  

i. Judge Sedita heard arguments over three days during the week of July 22, 2016 

and a decision will be issued around September 14
th

.   
Other: While Legislator Chagnon was in attendance, Chair Bowen took this opportunity to talk 

with and thank Legislator Chagnon for calling for a meeting to discuss the Board’s 

recommendations regarding Capital Projects Process.  

  

Chair Bowen – Some of the points we raised were: Should we change the definition of 

what is a Capital Project? Should we look into hiring an engineer? Or do a cost 

comparison? 

 

Should we develop special reserve line exclusively for repair and maintenance of  

County buildings? This would come out of the general fund, rather than Capital 

accounts. 

 

Legislator Chagnon gave his input and indicated that he supports exploring these ideas. 

 

Chair Bowen provided some more input on these ideas. 

 

Pat Gooch indicated that a meeting with the County Executive, several members of the 

Legislator, and appropriate County employees is being scheduled. 

 

Pat Gooch also suggested rotating meeting locations for various reasons. Discussions 

followed by other members and seemed to be well received. 
ADJOURNMENT Adjourned by Chair Bowen. 
Next Meeting   Our next meeting is Tuesday, September 6, 2016 in Mayville at GOB Office 

Building Rm. 331. 

 


