
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
 

Tuesday August 4, 2009 
 
PRESENT:  Chairman Bowen, Mike Rodgers, Ted Bogden, Kathy Tampio and John Penhollow 
 
ABSENT: Pete Holt, Stuart Williams, Rod Pennica, Linda Fairbanks and  Truman Bradley  
 

OTHERS: Mark Geise and Donald McCord (Planning) 
MINUTES The July 7th minutes were not approved due to the lack of a quorum. 
CORRESP. None 
PRIVILEGE 
OF FLOOR 

None 
  

NEW 
BUSINESS: 
Midway Park 
Master Plan 

Don McCord presented a copy of the Draft Midway Park Master Plan.  
Don: The New York Office Of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation is completing a 
master plan for the park. He said the plan does an excellent job of preserving the overall historic 
character of the park while updating and improving the facility. He said there would be a change 
in the location of the parking area and the park would then have a single entrance.  
 
Don: This is a 10-year plan that creates a multi-use park with trails and also improves the stream 
bank of the stream that runs along the park. The Board has the opportunity to comment up until 
September 18th.  
 
John Penhollow: Was the Planning Department aware this was going on?  
 
Don: We were aware that they were conducting public input sessions but we were not aware the 
draft would be coming this quickly. 
 
Kathy Tampio: Would you say that this is a multi-year project and do you have any estimate of 
when they want it completed? 
 
Don: I believe it is a 10-year project but controlled by the availability of capital funds to 
undertake the changes. The initial phase is $5,000,000 dollars and is all State funded. This will be 
completed in several phases.  

Comprehensive 
Plan Proposals 

 Mark: I contacted all firms to obtain all of the materials electronically. There was a mix up with 
the fourth firm and that caused us to send these out later than we had hoped. Hopefully, you had 
an opportunity to exchange the hard copies we had provided last month. 
 
Don and I thought we would discuss the bigger issues today and let you review the disc over the 
next ten days. 
 
Don: Are there any thoughts or comments that Board members have on the proposals? 
 
Doug: Are there any firms that you don't feel have the capacity to handle the project? 
 
Mark: All four can handle it. All of them have pros and cons. WRT is bringing in its principals 
for the public meetings but they only are suggesting three meetings. Wendel and Bergmann have 
many more hours devoted to the project but whose hours are they.  
 
Don: WRT's hours, if you can make them productive hours here, will be very productive. The 
challenge is a local challenge. WRT is out of Philadelphia. When they come to town they will 
want to put in a very packed day. Our challenge is to orchestrate that and make it productive with 
our limited resources. That is not a bad thing and you can get a lot out of consultants like that but 
you have to be organized. In some respect you have that challenge with every firm that has 



responded. Each firm has the expectation that locally we will coordinate or undertake certain 
aspects of this planning project. 
 
Mark: All of the firms are assuming that we have Phase I of the plan completed. This would 
involve the inventory of our assets. Phase II is how do we make it better. Phase II is how do we 
market it to the outside world. Most have said that Phase I is done because we've had public 
meetings, discussion papers and we have a web site but that’s not true. We have to make that 
case that they have to do that lift with our help. 
 
If we have to go back and negotiate some additional work we do have some contingency funds to 
get this done. 
 
Don: Mike you said that you had some comments. 
 
Mike: I ranked it Wendel Duchscherer, Bergmann and WRT. I thought Wendel's approach to 
having someone located locally would be the best situation. Do you know how many times they 
would meet with the Planning Board? 
 
Don: I don't think they were specific about that. However, we can negotiate that during the 
contract negotiations with the firm that is chosen. 
 
John: After reviewing the proposals I preferred Wendel, WRT and Behan. I thought it was 
important that Wendel was a local firm. I was also looking for something that the firm has done 
that is comparable in size. 
 
Don: I think that the interviews will help make the final decision. 
 
Ted: I think the references will be important. 
 
Mark: Another important thing will be making sure the contract is tight and we have what we 
want. I think the overall thing will be a hybrid of where we started. That will be determined after 
we talk to the firms. 

Zoning Referral 
Log 

Don presented the zoning log for July to the board for review. The board did not have any 
questions or comments regarding the materials presented.  

Next Meeting The next meeting will be on August 4th, 2009 at the IDA Offices, Jamestown, NY from 4:00 to 
6:00 PM. 
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