
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
 

Tuesday September 1, 2009 
 
PRESENT:  Chairman Bowen, Ted Bogden, Rod Pennica, John Penhollow, Linda Fairbanks and  Truman 
Bradley 
 
ABSENT: Pete Holt, Mike Rodgers, Kathy Tampio and Stuart Williams  
 
OTHERS: Bill Daley, Mark Geise and Donald McCord (Planning), Wendy Salvati, Andrew Riley and 
Gerald Summe (Wendel Duchscherer), David Rouse and Robert Kerns (Wallace Roberts and Todd).  
MINUTES The August minutes were not addressed due to the nature of the meeting 
NEW 
BUSINESS: 
Comprehensive 
Plan Consultant 
Selection 

Wendel Duchscherer 
Wendel Duchscherer representatives Wendy Salvati and Andrew Riley were the first firm under 
consideration for the completion of the county-wide comprehensive plan to present to the 
planning board.  
 
Wendel Duchscherer is a firm based in Western New York that employs 180 people. The firms 
planning division works primarily (99%) for local governments.  The firm has done plans of all 
sizes and one regional plan (the Niagara River Greenway Plan). Wendy Salvati said that their 
approach would focus on aspects of the economy and public participation. The last 
comprehensive plan completed by the firm was for the Town of Alden in 2008.  
 
When asked why they would want to undertake this project the representatives responded: 
"County plans come around infrequently. If we completed this plan we could take it to other 
counties. The fact is that if you had not already completed so much, $90,000 would never be 
enough to complete this project. However, we see a lot of potential in working with your group 
on this project." 
 
Wallace, Roberts and Todd (WRT) 
David Rouse and Robert Kerns presented to the planning board on behalf of WRT. WRT is an 
international firm with offices in many cities. This plan would be handled by the office located in 
Philadelphia. WRT specializes in values-driven planning that results in a sustainable 
comprehensive plan that focuses on restorative development. The firm has completed county 
level plans in Union County, Pennsylvania, York County, South Carolina, Jefferson County, 
Kentucky, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania and others. The firm has won numerous awards for 
their efforts in the past decade. 
 
Robert Kerns explained that WRT's planning approach focuses on public involvement that 
identity's sustainability factors for the community and opportunities for asset based economic 
development. This will result in a shared vision for the County and an action plan to implement 
the plan.  
 
When asked why they would want to undertake this project the representatives responded: "We 
know Randall Arendt and he told us about Chautauqua County. The materials you sent in the 
RFP and what we saw during a brief tour indicate that this is a county with potential. This project 
is a very exciting project for us." 

Comprehensive 
Plan Firm 
Discussion 

 The planning board discussed each firm's merits. An opportunity was given for each member to 
present their thoughts on the firms. It was then decided to pursue additional references and 
research the firms further. Additional comments were allowed to be submitted for consideration 
by email. It was agreed that the final decision would be made by the Planning and Economic 
Development Department. 

Next Meeting The next meeting will be on October 6th, 2009 at the IDA Gerace Office Building, Mayville, NY 
from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. 
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