
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
 

Tuesday September 12th, 2006 
 
PRESENT:  Chairman Holt, Ray Cenni, Dorothy Mangano, and Michael Rodgers  
 
ABSENT:    Joe Affronte, Steve Senske, Greg Rabb and Rebecca Brumagin  
 

OTHERS:   County Executive Edwards, William Daly, Donald McCord (Planning and Economic Development) and Douglas Bowen. 
 

MINUTES There were no minutes to be approved from previous meetings. 
PRIVILEGE OF 
FLOOR 

County Executive Edwards told the board that as a new County Executive he gained an appreciation for what the 
planning board did during the capital projects process. Edwards said that to take the number of projects and 
information and refine it to the useful information in the annual capital projects report takes a great deal of effort and 
the board should be commended. He said that the main purpose of his visit was to thank the board for all of its efforts. 
 
Chairman Holt expressed concern about the lack of a county comprehensive plan and the need to move forward on 
this effort. 
 
County Executive Edwards said that it is a matter of money at this time. The County lacks a comprehensive plan and 
it affects everything we do but the project is estimated to cost $250,000 dollars. The tentative budget has committed 
$560,000 to the Chautauqua Lake Plan in FY 2007, which has taken up funds that may have otherwise been used for 
the comprehensive plan effort. 
 
Bill Daly said that the County needs a comprehensive plan. However, with staff cut backs it has become difficult to 
accomplish even parts of the plan. Currently the Planning Department is engaged in a SWOT analysis to help figure 
out the most effective way to do the work that exists with four staff people and what manageable level of work is 
possible. Once this is done we can create a strategy that may allow us to begin working on the comprehensive plan a 
slice at a time with tools like GIS. 
 
County Executive Edwards said it would be helpful to have the Planning Board examine the need for a comprehensive 
plan, prioritize it and come up with a justification that could be presented to decision makers. 
 
Pete Holt suggested placing money aside each year as part of the Planning budget to help fund the plan on a 
piecemeal basis. 
 
Ray Cenni expressed concerns about the lack of a full board and the lack of planning for large capital projects. 
 
County Executive Edwards discussed the need for an update DPF facility and the Emergency Services project. He 
asked the board to work with him on the capital process to identify areas to improve the process. County Executive 
Edwards ask the board to stay with him on the process. He said that it has been hard to get his arms around all that the 
many boards and commissions do during the first eight months of his term but he is working on it.   



CORRESPOND. None 
2007-2012 
CAPITAL 
PROJECT 
COMMITTEE 
SUMMARY 

Don McCord provided a brief summary of the Capital Projects Committee meetings on August 29th and 31st. Don said 
that much of the information had been covered by County Executive Edwards during the privilege of the floor. The 
following were highlights of the two meetings: 
* The number one project recommended by the Board for the Jamestown Airport (Runway Safety Area) was funded 
at the August 2006 Legislative meeting. 
* Approximately $2,000,000 in county funds may be available in FY 2007 for capital projects. 
* Projects that stimulated the most discussion were – Jail Administration Building, Telephone System Upgrade, 
Emergency Services Relocation, Transportation Relocation, CARTS and Vehicle Replacement. 
* Consolidated Highway Improvement Program (CHIPS) funds may increase from $1.8 million dollars to $2.6 
million dollars. 
* Committee used Planning Board's Table B and BE to calculate what would be funded in 2007. 
 
Pete Holt said that he had been very impressed with the County executive and his staff during the meetings. 

COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN 

Don McCord presented the board with a draft outline for a comprehensive plan and a flowchart for a potential 
comprehensive planning process.  
 
Doug Bowen questioned how this would relate to local comprehensive plans that are in place and if any of those 
would be incorporated? 
 
Don McCord said that the County plan would use components of those but that the County plan would take a broader 
regional view than many local plans do. 
 
Dorothy Mangano asks if local municipalities would have the opportunity to vote on the comprehensive plan prior to 
the legislature voting to adopt the plan. 
 
Don McCord responded that he was sure that public hearings would be held prior to adoption but he was uncertain 
about whether local communities would be required to vote on the plan. He said he would check into that aspect and 
find out. 
 
The board discussed the best way to advocate for the creation of a comprehensive plan. It was decided that Don 
McCord would draft a resolution from the board to the legislature to stress the importance of creating a plan and 
requesting this be undertaken.  

DEPARTMENT 
GRANT UPDATE 

Don McCord reported on the department's participation in the following grants: 
 
*Governor's Office for Small Cities (GOSC) 2005 technical Assistance Grant - $15,000 
* West. / Ripley Lakefront Opportunity Plan - $21,000 
* Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) Grant – Town of Busti – Chautauqua Lake Management - $149,000 
* GOSC 2006 Annual Comprehensive Grant – Private Wastewater and Well (COI) - $300,000 
* EPF – GIS 3D Visualization - $52,000 
* 2006-2007 NYS Snowmobile Trail Grant - $199,000 



 
All listed grants require either administrative support from the Planning Department or staff time to complete 
components of the grant. 
Don said that a Shared Municipal Services Incentive grant had been announced by NYS Department of State. He said 
that the total funding package committed was $25 million dollars. In addition the NYS DOS will hold a 
teleconference on September 27th to give examples of how communities may utilize these funds and enter into shared 
services agreements. 
 
The board decided to have the Planning Department send notices regarding both the teleconference and funding 
availability to all municipal leaders in Chautauqua County to encourage communities to explore possible shared 
services concepts. 

STW FALL 
ZONING 
CONFERENCE 

 Don McCord distributed the tentative agenda for the 2006 Annual Southern Tier West Planning and Zoning 
Conference. Don said that he had talked to Eileen Weisham at STW and she would be glad to have the board's input 
on what Chautauqua County communities might like to see on the agenda. Don said that he would forward the listing 
of possible course offerings to all members and requested that members provide input. 
 
Don reminded the board of the concerns raised by Ray Cenni last year after attending the 2005 Conference and the 
issues raised at the January 2006 Planning Board meeting with the NYS Code Division. He said that this would be an 
opportunity to help address some of those concerns and assist municipalities. 

NEXT MEETING The next scheduled meeting is October 10th at the Chautauqua County IDA in Jamestown, New York from 
4:00 to 6:00 PM 

ADJOURNMENT Meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 
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