
Chautauqua County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board 

Meeting Notes 

July 28, 2021 

 

Attendance:  Adam Rak, Lisa Kempisty, Fred Croscut, Dan Steward 

Others:  Karl Sparn, Melissa Keller, Lauren Sharp, Rebecca Wurster 

 

Minutes 

 Unable to approval due to lack of quorum.  This will be tabled for the next meeting. 

 

Correspondence 

 NOI Response Letters – Bring to next meeting when there is a quorum. 

 Lead Agency Request/Notice – Sherman 

 

Privilege of the Floor 

 Introduce Lauren Sharp, Planning Technician 

 

AFPB and Decommissioning Plans 

 Planning and Law have looked to what has been done in other Counties: 

o St. Lawrence County Resolution 

o Niagara County Local Law 

o Montgomery County Scenic Byways Law 

o Town of Florida (NY) Solar Law 

 

 Law Department and the County leadership have asked the Board to define and vote on 

what goals, outcomes, and objectives you would like to see. 

 

o Dan Steward:  The reason we go through the NOI process is because there is 

public money going into one of these projects.  Once these incentives go away, 

we’re going to have these installations that have had a huge impact on our 

agriculture and landscape without incentives to keep them maintained or running.  

I would like to see the County Legislature come up with some sort of ordinance 

that guarantees this will be pragmatically addresses this - not just require a bond 

or require a remediation plan.  I would like to see that landowners, and 

subsequently the County, aren’t shouldering the cost for these projects.  This is l 

on the fact that this is brought about by public money.  I don’t want to preclude a 



landowner from doing this on their own property with their own money if they 

chose.  Since there are these incentives, I believe it is our obligation as a County 

to do that. 

 

o Melissa Keller:  Dan, your original letter lays out a goal of effectively 

“guaranteeing the removal of renewable energy projects and the reclamation of 

land used by them.”  I think we can also include in there the caveat that we’re 

talking about projects receiving public funding. 

 

o Dan Steward:  Yes.  I don’t think that everyone within the County who is looking 

to build something should need to have this apply.  If you’re building a barn for 

your property, you shouldn’t have to put the money up front to take that down.  I 

guess what has disappointed me is that NYSERDA’s guidelines put it back on the 

landowner and the municipality to protect themselves.  It seems that the 

landowners and municipalities, when they’re hit with these projects, are feeling 

around their way in the dark.  You have the developers coming in who know the 

ins and outs of this.  Municipalities don’t really have the resources or the capacity 

to deal with it.  If the County would at least give the municipalities some sort of 

direction, something they could adopt, it would help to protect them. 

 

o Adam Rak:  I understand the want and need for decommissioning.  We have a 

windmill and the people who owned that went bankrupt.  We had to find someone 

else to maintain it.  I understand that you want to protect people, but sometimes 

there isn’t that answer right away.  It is life and it is business.  A business may 

come about in time that makes it their business to decommission these.  That 

might not exist now, but it might in the future.  Even though it’s not here now, if 

enough of these projects do end up causing an issue – something will rise to take 

care of it.  That’s how I see it. 

 

o Fred Croscut:  Right, but that would be at the landowner’s expense. 

 

o Adam Rak:  Yes, that’s true. When we had our windmill, that was at our own 

expense.  If you want to take that risk and you have all of the information, that’s 

your own choice. 

 

o Dan Steward:  Who are we sending this letter to and where does this get 

discussed? 

 

o Rebecca Wurster:  We’ll send this to the Legislature and get it on the agenda for 

the PED meeting to be discussed.  Any resolution would go through that 

committee as well, but first we have to put forth what the Board recommends. 

 

o Fred Croscut:  I think we need to have a vote of the Board first reiterating this, so 

we’ll need to have a quorum in order to put this forth. 

 



o Dan Steward:  I just want the cost of it to be really reflected in these projects.  

When the market for leasing land for agriculture is $45-$50 an acre for poor land 

and $200 an acre on prime farmland, why is it $1,000 an acre for solar panel?  It’s 

the incentives.  I will also say I do like aiming the resolution toward recycling and 

making sure things are restored versus the scenic byway route. 

 

Agricultural Districts Update 

 Everything has been submitted to the State, with the exception of a few maps.  These will 

be going out soon. 

 Dept. is looking to do some outreach on the annual inclusion period. 

o Lisa Kempisty – CCE will need 2-3 months lead-time on this information for 

newsletters. 

 

Agricultural Development and Enhancement Strategy 

 Asana Project Management software has been set up and is ready to go 

 

Standards for Notices of Intent 

 Jim Joy drafted a document to get us started 

 Will table this for next meeting when we have a quorum  

 

Board Organization and Procedures 

 Proposed meeting quarterly on a set schedule 

 Will table this for next meeting when we have a quorum 


