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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
Jamestown Airport  
3163 Airport Drive 

Jamestown, NY 14701 
July 12, 2022 

4:00 PM 
 

PRESENT: Doug Bowen, Bruno Bruni, Susan Asquith, Kathleen Dennison, Jeff Gossett, Melissa Meyers, 
Dick Patton 
ABSENT: Bernie Auer, Panteli Pantelis, Courtney Curatolo, Mary Ellen Humphrey  
OTHERS: Gregory Bacon, Courtney Domst, Lauren Sharp 
ADMINISTRATION  
Minutes 

 
 

 

Chairman Bowen called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the July 
Planning Board Meeting. 
 
Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to approve the minutes for the June 7, 2022 
meeting.  A motion was made by Dick Patton, seconded by Melissa Meyers and 
passed unanimously. 

Correspondence Courtney Domst: We received a notice that a property at 21 Pearl Street in Forestville 
was listed on the National Register of Historic Places. I will pass this letter around for 
you all to see.  
 
Bruno Bruni: Do we know what is significant about this property? Why was it put it on 
the register? 
 
Courtney Domst: I think because of its age, but I will look into seeing if I can find any 
other details out about it.  

Privilege of 
the Floor 

 Melissa Meyers: Is there a reason why a municipality would get rid of their planning 
board? The reason I ask is because the Town of Ellery dissolved their Planning Board.  
 
Doug Bowen: That often stems from difficulty of finding volunteers to serve on the board. 
The power to grant special use permits is usually given to the planning board. The issue 
though is that if a ZBA board is the only one interpreting their own zoning law, what 
happens if a special use permit is challenged? Of course in places with higher populations 
it’s easier to get people to participate in serving.  
 
Susan: When you have all of the same people serving on different boards in a 
municipality, it also creates a conflict of interest.  

NEW BUSINESS 
Zoning Referral 
Log-New Referrals 

Courtney Domst: I’m not sure if you want me to run through all of these or just highlight a 
few. But going back to the Town of Ellery, we did receive a referral for them since they 
were looking to abolish their Town Planning Board. We made sure to write in our 
comments that they should consider what the long term effects will be and how this 
could affect future planning efforts. Another referral that we had was for a subdivision of 
a parcel in the Town of Pomfret. The applicant wanted to split the parcel into three lots 
which would also remove grapes from the property. In our comments we mentioned that 



 

2  

the property is in an Agricultural District and on prime farmland and to consider what the 
impacts of the subdivision would have on the rural character of the land. Also in the Town 
of Pomfret, was a referral for a 5MW solar project on 25 acres of land. In the Town of 
Carroll, we had a referral for a 10MW utility scale solar project on 42 acres. I believe for 
that project, the Town would receive a $10,000 grant each year for 30 years. Their 
Community Host Agreement also mentioned maintaining and enhancing the public 
fishing area that is near the project site.  
 
Gregory Bacon: Is that the huge project that is going to be crossing several municipal 
boundaries? 
 
Lauren Sharp: No the solar project that Governor Hochul announced is in Busti and 
Kiantone.  
 
Doug Bowen: Did you say that they are receiving $10,000 a year from the project? 
 
Courtney Domst: Yes, I believe that was the amount.  
 
Doug Bowen: And that was in their Community Host Agreement? 
 
Courtney Domst: Yes. 
 
Doug Bowen: That amount seems kind of low to me.  
 
Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to approve the Zoning Referral Log.  A motion 
was made by Bruno Bruni, seconded by Dick Patton and passed unanimously. 

Review of Capital 
Projects Process 

Courtney Domst: We just wanted to provide everyone with an opportunity to give any 
suggestions or comments regarding the capital projects process. As this was my first 
year going through the process I learned a lot, and I’m hoping that next year will go even 
smoother.  
 
Doug: If there are any thoughts or comments, even after this meeting, please let us 
know. I know that we have discussed the vehicle and equipment presentation process so 
that may be something that we want to discuss further at some point for next year. One 
thing I should have done was send everyone a copy of my presentation that was given to 
the Legislature. Courtney would you be able to provide a copy of that? 
 
Courtney Domst: Yes, I will send a copy of that presentation to everyone.  
 
Doug: So the next step in the capital projects process will be that the Capital Projects 
Funding Committee will meet on August 17th and August 23rd and you are all welcome to 
attend that as well. They will be sitting down and reviewing your rankings to determine 
what will be going into the budget.  
 
Kathleen Dennison: Yes, and one thing that I want to remind everyone that this may be a 
tough year for capital projects, but we will see what happens. Ultimately the funding 
committee will review your rankings, review the projects, and make their suggestions. 
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Then the proposed budget will be presented to the Legislature.  
 
Doug Bowen: Another thing to consider for next year is the ranking criteria. If you feel 
that one of the ranking criteria needs to be weighed differently we can adjust things. I 
know one year we completely removed a criteria and it did have an effect on the project 
scores.   
 
Melissa Meyers: I know there was an issue with the print function when using the new 
software to review the capital project requests. Do you think that will be fixed for next 
year? 
 
Kathleen Dennison: Courtney how were you able to print the project requests? 
 
Courtney Domst: I also ran into the same issue as Melissa with that print function. I think 
I downloaded each project as a PDF, combined them, and then printed them off.  
 
Kathleen Dennison: Unfortunately the software didn’t have all of the capabilities that we 
were expecting it to have. We weren’t originally supposed to have access to that 
budgeting book but they gave us limited access since there was a miscommunication 
with our sales representative. We thought that each of you would be able to go into 
each project, review it, individually score it, and then the scores and rankings would be 
generated automatically. Hopefully next year the software will have some of those 
capabilities.   

OLD/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 None 
OTHER 
 Tour of the Airport was held prior to the start of the meeting.  

 
Doug Bowen: Are there any comments about the tour of the airport? I thought it was 
really interesting.  
 
Bruno Bruni: Do we know how much money the County collects in sales tax from the 
airplane sales? Do we know if we even collect sales tax on them? 
 
Kathleen Dennison: I am not sure, but I will look into it.  

ADJOURNMENT 
 Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to adjournment the meeting.  A motion was made 

by Melissa Meyers and second by Dick Patton and passed unanimously.   
 


