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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
Landfill Facility  

3889 Towerville Road 
Jamestown, NY 14701 

September 6th, 2022 
4:00 PM 

 
PRESENT: Doug Bowen, Bruno Bruni, Kathleen Dennison, Jeff Gossett, Melissa Meyers, Dick Patton, Mary 
Ellen Humphrey 
ABSENT: Bernie Auer, Panteli Pantelis, Courtney Curatolo, Susan Asquith,  
OTHERS: Gregory Bacon, Courtney Domst, Lauren Sharp, Shannon Barnhart, Brian Bates, Stephen Dando 
ADMINISTRATION  
Minutes 

 
 

 

Chairman Bowen called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the 
September Planning Board Meeting. 
 
Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to approve the minutes for the July 12, 2022 
meeting.  A motion was made by Melissa Meyers, seconded by Bruno Bruni and 
passed unanimously. 

Correspondence  Courtney Domst: We have a notice of lead agency intent for the Town of Pomfret 
North End Water District Phase II. We also have a letter stating that the Town of Ripley 
was approved for $25,000 to develop an Ag and Farmland Protection Plan.  
 
Doug Bowen: We got everything submitted for that we are just waiting for the contract 
to come back and review so that we can get it to the Board. We are presently working 
on an advisory committee to help us with the plan. We may have to wait until grape 
harvest is over to have our first meeting.  

Privilege of 
the Floor 

 None 

NEW BUSINESS 
Review of Airport 
Five-Year Capital 
Improvement 
Plan (ACIP) 

Shannon Barnhart: Thank you for having us, we have copies of the full ACIP for each 
airport. If it is okay with you guys, I am going to skip over 2023 because we already 
presented those a few months ago at the capital project presentations. But we can get 
started. I am Shannon Barnhart and I also have Brian Bates with me. He is the assistant 
manager of the airports. For 2024, I am looking at the ARFF Vehicle Purchase. Basically 
our ARFF vehicle is 17 years old, and it’s outdated.  
 
Brian Bates: The newer regulations on our foam testing are going into effect. They are 
supposed to recycle through the machine and that’s going to need to be added to our 
vehicles.  
 
Melissa Meyers: What do you use the foam for? 
 
Brian Bates: Plane crash or fuel spills. They do use it outside of the airports as well. If 
there is a big fuel spill somewhere in the county they will use it there too.  
 
Shannon Bates: Runway 13-31 Rehabilitation. This is the design for it. It also includes 
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the taxiways for the safety areas. The next one is On & Off Airport Obstruction 
Removal. That is basically for trees that are in the approaches. This is a requirement, 
you don’t want trees on your approach with your aircraft. We would like to either 
purchase the whole area or have an easement where we can cut them down on a 
regular basis. As part of that process there is environmental permitting. You have to 
have that done before you go out and cut a tree down in case there are certain 
animals in it. The projects that are in blue are using a new type of funding. It’s part of 
the Bi-Partisan Infrastructure Law. The have two types of funding pots. One is AIG and 
one is ATP. The ATP funding is for terminal projects, it’s a whole separate pot. The AIG 
funding we got $159,000 per airport for the next five years to be used on any type of 
airport improvement project. It’s in addition to what we normally get from the FAA. 
The ATP is a separate pot of money that we can go out for. It was suggested to us that 
if we are looking to get some type of charter back that we need to do some terminal 
improvements, and this is a good opportunity to go out for that funding. Going to 
2025, Terminal Apron Design, this is the design of the eastern portion of the terminal 
apron. The next one, Replace Taxiway Guidance Signs, is something that we wanted to 
use the AIG money on. Its $159,000 a year, so we consolidated it to use on this 
taxiway guidance sign project. 
 
Kathleen Dennison: What is the AIG funding? 
 
Shannon Barnhart: It’s part of the Bi-Partisan Infrastructure Law. We got $159,000 per 
year at each airport. If we have a big project at one airport, we can take the money 
from both airports and put it towards that project, but for now we haven’t needed to 
do that so we have them separated out.  
 
Bruno Bruni: Is there a county-share associated with this? 
 
Shannon Barnhart: There is. It’s the same as Airport Improvement, so it would be that 
10% share.  
 
Kathleen Dennison: 10% local share? 
 
Brian Bates: 5% local and 5% from the state.  
 
Kathleen Dennison: So that $159,000 is in addition to the Bi-Partisan Infrastructure 
Law? 
 
Shannon Barnhart: No that is the Bi-Partisan Infrastructure Law funding. They had two 
separate pots of money, the ATP and the AIG. The $159,000 is what we were allocated 
for the AIG funding and the ATP pot of money is competitive grants that we can apply 
for.  
 
Melissa Meyers: Where is the $159,000 on the sheet? I am just confused on these 
numbers. 
 
Shannon Barnhart: This shows the carryover of the $159,000, and in the comments it 
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explains how much is being carried over. These are also estimates of what we are 
going to use. For 2026, this is where we will construct the 13-31 Rehabilitation and 
actually cut down the trees for obstruction removal. And then 2027, we will complete 
the rest of the construction of the terminal apron, the first phase was design.  
 
Melissa Meyers: What does ATP and AIG stand for? 
 
Shannon Barnhart: Airport Terminal Program and Airport Improvement Grant. They 
both fall under that Bi-Partisan Infrastructure Law.  
 
Melissa Meyers: Is this money that you have to apply for or that you already have? 
 
Shannon Barnhart: Everything we have to apply for, but the FAA is granting local 
airports $159,000 each year for five years.  
 
Melissa Meyers: If am reading this right, you are hoping to get $206,000 basically from 
the AIG and then applying again for it in 2025?  
 
Shannon Barnhart: The $206,000, they won’t say no to. But the ATP funding is the 
competitive grant where they could say no.  
 
Steve Dando: I think what is confusing her is the way the $159,000 is written on here.  
 
Kathleen Dennison: So that funding is guaranteed, but the other projects we need to 
apply for funding for.  
 
Shannon Barnhart: Yes. Every project that is on here, was previously asked for in the 
previous ACIP. The projects in blue were projects that the FAA weren’t likely to fund 
so that is why we would use the Bi-Partisan Infrastructure Law funding for them.  
 
Doug Bowen: Are we good to move on? 
 
Shannon Barnhart: So for the Dunkirk plan, we had a different consulting firm create 
this so it looks a little bit different. They did it a little bit more clearly I think. The first 
project for 2024 is the Obstruction Removal, the design. So to identify which trees 
need to be removed and to get environmental clearance on that. The T-Hanger Taxi 
Lane Design, is designing a T-Hangar taxiway that would eventually go to a T-Hangar 
that hopefully would be state funded. We are also planning to use bill funding for the 
T-Hangar Taxiway Design. In 2025, this is the Obstruction Removal, where we actually 
take down the trees.  For the Rehabilitate Taxiway A Design, we actually have started 
the process already for that.  
 
Bruno Bruni: Are trees the only obstructions that are in the way right now?  
 
Shannon Barnhart: Yes, at Dunkirk just trees. Runway 15-33 Lighting Improvements, 
that’s design and construction. For 2026, Rehabilitate Taxiway A is construction. 
Rehabilitate Taxiway B North is for design. The T-Hangar Taxiway Construction, is 
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where we plan on using the bill funding. Runway 6-24 is the design of the primary 
rehabilitation area.  
 
Doug Bowen: What does CATEX and EA under environmental type refer to? 
  
Shannon Barnhart: EA is environmental assessment. So that is a lot longer of a 
process. It’s a larger document. CATEX is much shorter. EA is for like the rehabilitation 
of a runway, where CATEX is something like trimming trees. EIS is an environmental 
impact statement, which can take years.  
 
Doug Bowen:  Do we need a motion to approve these? 
 
Kathleen Dennison: That would be optimal. If you have approved the plans, and there 
is a resolution presented to the Legislature, they will know that it was approved by the 
Planning Board. We’re not doing specific funding at this time, it’s just the plan.  
 
Doug Bowen: I will make the motion to approve the plan as presented. Do we have a 
second? 
 
Mary Ellen Humphrey: I will second it.  
 
Doug Bowen: The motion has been made and seconded. Is there any further 
discussion? 
 
Bruno Bruni: Should we do this separately? 
 
Kathleen Dennison: When the Legislature reviews them, they will review them 
separately. In 2019, there were two separate resolutions, one for Jamestown and one 
for Dunkirk.  
 
Doug Bowen: Well I will make a motion for the Jamestown one.  
 
Mary Ellen Humphrey: I second that.  
 
Doug Bowen: The motion has been made and seconded. Is there any further 
discussion?  
 
Kathleen Dennison: I would just like to comment on the Jamestown one. The numbers 
are very difficult to follow, the Dunkirk one is very clear.  
 
Jeff Gossett: If Kathleen is having difficulty following it, why do we have a resolution in 
front of us then? 
 
Kathleen Dennison: I can’t vote, but I agree with you.  
 
Jeff Gossett: There are a few of us who don’t quite understand what is going on there.  
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Kathleen Dennison: The projects are clear but the financial breakdown is unclear.  
 
Shannon Barnhart: I can go back and have them do it like the other consultant does, 
this is just their format.   
 
Dick Patton: Maybe now is not the time to approve it.  
 
Doug Bowen: We have a motion on the table, we will take a roll call vote.  
 
A roll call vote was made to approve the Jamestown ACIP.   
 
Doug Bowen: Yes 
Melissa Meyers: Yes 
Dick Patton: No 
Mary Ellen Humphrey: Yes 
Bruno Bruni: Yes 
Jeff Gossett: No 
 
The motion did not carry.  
 
Doug Bowen: Understand that these are estimated numbers on these projects. I will 
make a motion to approve the Dunkirk ACIP.  
 
Mary Ellen Humphrey: I second it.  
 
Doug Bowen: The motion has been made and seconded. Any further discussion? 
Hearing none, do the roll call again.  
 
A roll call vote was made to approve the Dunkirk ACIP.  
 
Doug Bowen: Yes 
Melissa: Yes 
Dick Patton: Yes 
Mary Ellen Humphrey: Yes 
Bruno Bruni: Yes 
Jeff Gossett: Yes 
 
The motioned carried.  
 

Zoning Referral 
Log-New Referrals  

Courtney Domst: We had two solar projects. There was a 5 MW solar project in the 
Town of Portland. There was also an 8 MW solar project in the Town of Busti. The Town 
of Pomfret and the Village of Fredonia drafted a joint comprehensive plan. They both 
will need to submit a referral for that, so far we have only received the Town of 
Pomfret’s referral and I sent that response out today. There is another one in here for a 
mining permit for a gravel permit.  
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Bruno Bruni: Do the towns where the solar projects are have solar ordinances? 
 
Courtney Domst: I believe both them do, yes. The Town of Poland also just updated their 
solar law.  
 
Doug Bowen: I know each town’s zoning can be different, but in Ripley a 5MW is the 
threshold going from a tier 1 to a tier 2. Does the 8MW put them into the next tier?  
 
Courtney Domst: I believe it’s the next tier, but I can double check.  
 
Lauren Sharp: That’s correct, the state made those tiers.  
 
Melissa Meyers: I did read through these and for referral 2022-46, in the Town of Busti, I 
thought they had a decommissioning plan but it doesn’t say who pays for 
decommissioning and there is no percentage in there for inflation.  
 
Courtney Domst: That was something that I put in the comments. To look at it every four 
years, is the County’s recommendation.  
 
Melissa Meyers: The one for the Town of Portland, I really liked your response on that, 
but maybe you can clear something up. It said the AFPB had concerns about the location 
on Felton Road in Portland. Do you know what the concerns were? 
 
Courtney Domst: I would have to go back and look at it.  
 
Lauren Sharp: I am the liaison for the AFPB. They reviewed it a while ago. Anytime it’s 
taking actively farmed land, which they deem valuable to agriculture out of production, 
they are going to say that they have major or minor concerns depending on the acreage 
size and the soil classification. So if it was actively farmed, they are always going to have 
concerns.  
 
Melissa Meyers: I’m not sure if I saw anything in there about it being actively farmed.  
 
Lauren Sharp: We would have to go back and look.  
 
Doug Bowen: Any other questions on the log? Hearing none, I will accept a motion to 
approve the zoning log.  
 
A motion was made by Dick Patton, seconded by Melissa Meyers and passed 
unanimously. 
 

OLD/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Capital Projects-
Funding 
Committee 
Meetings 

 Kathleen Dennison: The document that Courtney handed out is which projects are 
currently included in the 2023 Tentative Budget. The ones that are white or gray are ones 
included in the budget at the full county share requested. The ones highlighted in blue 
are ones that were not included, and the ones in pink were included with funding at a 
different amount than what was originally requested. If you look down at the bottom of 



7  

the cumulative funding column, $4.7 million is what is in the budget out of the total 
requested which was just over $7 million. There are also comments for why they weren’t 
included or why there was a different amount than what was included. I would be happy 
to answer any questions about ones that weren’t funded if you would like that 
information. Priorities 40 and below, we just kind of stopped approving because there 
was only so much money. We included a lot, and we are funding it mostly from the Fund 
Balance and not the Capital Reserve. Usually we fund it from interest earned on the 
County’s investments, but there wasn’t much this year.  
 
Doug Bowen: Now does funding it from the Fund Balance mean that there is going to be 
less going towards it in future years and funding for future capital projects? 
 
Kathleen Dennison: Yes.  
 
Mary Ellen Humphrey: What is the balance of the Capital Reserve? 
 
Kathleen Dennison: The balance is negative. About -$150,000.   
 
Doug Bowen: A couple of them I’m surprised by. The elevator at the courthouse didn’t 
get funded but the carpeting did. But there is a note by the elevator. Is there grant 
funding for that?  
 
Kathleen Dennison: There is some money from NYS because it’s apart of the court 
system. When we looked at that project we weren’t sure how much they would pay. We 
thought there was 100% funding for that and we didn’t find out until after that it would 
only be about 11%. And honestly, we didn’t feel like it was a crucial project, because 
there is another elevator. But mostly the decision came from the thought that we could 
get grant funding for it. I suspect that Buildings and Grounds will submit this project again 
in the future.  
 
Doug Bowen: Another thing I found surprising was that the soccer field got funded.  
 
Kathleen Dennison: It’s funded for now. We think that JCC has made some compelling 
arguments for the project. They also demonstrated that they don’t really have other 
alternatives. We will see if the Legislature keeps it in. 
 
Melissa Meyers: The Legislature hasn’t voted on this yet? 
 
Kathleen Dennison: No, this just the tentative budget.  
 
Melissa Meyers: So who put this together? 
 
Kathleen Dennison: The County Executive and the Funding Committee. In general I would 
say that almost everyone’s projects got funded, unless you got really far down on the list. 
The bifold doors at the airport, we thought we could do one this year and one next year. 
We have included the ambulance in the operating budget instead. For the boom at the 
airport, Brian had asked if we fund that one instead of the tractor, they need it more. The 
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parking lot at the Sheridan Shop was just too much money.  
 
Melissa Meyers: Last year we had approved a lot of different projects for JCC and I had 
asked them how much they had gotten done, and I remember the answer being basically 
none.  
 
Kathleen Dennison: Yes they are moving slowly on some of their projects. But to their 
credit, they did come with less requests this year than previous years. But we have 
stressed that they need to get those other projects done. I have seen invoices recently 
that they have been getting moving on some of those projects though.  
 
Doug Bowen: I’m sure they have been facing similar issues as the rest of us with supplies 
and distribution as well.  
 
Melissa Meyers: What is the County doing with broadband, anything? 
 
Kathleen Dennison: There is a big project funded by ARPA that was recently approved 
that the Planning Department will be doing.  
 
Melissa Meyers: What is that project? Do you know? 
 
Kathleen Dennison: They are going to be working with consultants to study different 
areas and extend the service.  
 
Melissa Meyers: The reason I asked is because I know of a couple who moved from 
Spokane Washington to Stockton. The reason they left that area is because of grassfires 
from lack of rainfall. The climate change is having people rethink where they are living. So 
he ended up in Rochester, and his wife’s job relies on high speed internet. He was in 
Rochester and he was doing his research and they ended up picking up Stockton because 
of the high speed internet that is available there. I think broadband is something that we 
really need to push because it can bring people to our area.  
 
Doug Bowen: Any other questions? I am pleasantly surprised at most of the projects.  
 

OTHER 
 Tour of the Landfill was held prior to the start of the meeting.  

 
Doug Bowen: Are there any comments about the tour of the landfill?  
 
Melissa Meyers: I am surprised at how they are capturing the methane and selling the 
energy. That was really neat.   

ADJOURNMENT 
 Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to adjournment the meeting.  A motion was made 

by Bruno Bruni and second by Mary Ellen Humphrey and passed unanimously.   
 


