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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND FARMLAND PROTECTION BOARD MINUTES 
Gerace Office Building – Room 331 

August 31, 2022 
2:00pm 

 
PRESENT: Steve Kimball (chairman), Brian Aldrich, Fred Croscut, Mark Geise*, Jay Gould, Jim Joy, Lisa 
Kempisty*, Adam Rak*, Dan Steward (*attended via zoom) 
ABSENT: Kim Meleen, Heather Woodis 
OTHERS: Lauren Sharp  
ADMINISTRATION 
Minutes Chairman Kimball called the meeting to order. 

 
Chairman Kimball asked for a motion to approve July 14, 2022 minutes.  Fred 
Croscut made the motion, seconded by Jay Gould and passed unanimously. 

Corresp. Lauren Sharp: The Board received notice from the Department of Ag. and Markets 
approving the Chautauqua County Agricultural Development and Enhancement 
Strategy as the County’s farmland protection plan.  The Board received notice from 
the Department of Ag. and Markets on the Board of the Town of Ripley’s award for 
$25,000 to develop a town agricultural and farmland protection plan.  The Board 
received correspondence from Seth Krull at Clark, Patterson and Lee on the Town of 
Westfield Watermain Project.  We should receive an NOI for this project once they 
determine the application is complete.  We did receive a couple correspondences 
this afternoon.  Fredonia Solar Project, the Board’s comments included “the Board 
found that this project would result in major impacts to farming in the County 
including increased demand for farmland suitable for grape production due to the 
soils within the project, consisting of prime farmland if drained which is within the 
unique micro climate for the growth of grapes created by Lake Erie.  The Board also 
indicated that the proposed project should follow the Department’s Guidelines for 
Solar Energy Project Construction and Mitigation for Agricultural lands to ensure 
that the construction effects are minimized to the greatest extent possible. The 
Department acknowledges the Board’s objections to the sighting of this project and 
notes the project’s company has appeared to minimized to the extent practical to 
the impact to soils classified as Mineral Soil Groups 1-4 in selecting the layout of the 
proposed project as there is not identifiable impact to these soil groups. However, 
the Department recommends that NYSERDA continue to work with associated 
project companies, as recommended by the Board, to minimize impacts to prime 
farmland and to avoid the loss of viable farmland throughout the State for future 
generations.” Town of Stockton Scinta Solar, they included the comments “the 
Board found that the project siting will not result in major impacts to farmland 
within the County, however, indicated that the proposed project should follow the 
Department’s Guidelines.”  Sherman I & II Solar, “The Board found that the project 
would result in major impacts to farmland in the County, including increased 
demand for prime farmland suitable for high quality forage production and urged 
the Project Company to consider other project locations.”  The line about following 
the guidelines was included.  “Further the Department acknowledged the Board’s 
objections to the siting of this project and notes that the Project Company appears 
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to have minimized to the extent practicable the impact to soils classified as Mineral 
Soil Groups 1-4 in selecting the layout of the proposed project.  Further this parcel 
appears to have been purchased by the Village of Sherman and will not return to 
agricultural production.  However the Department recommends that NYSERDA 
continue to work with associated project companies as recommended by the Board 
to minimize impacts to prime farmland and to avoid the loss of viable farmland.” 
 
Fred Croscut: I talked to the Mayor; she said originally they only wanted to buy a 
little sliver of the property and the owner said it was all or nothing.  That does not 
take away the fact that there is corn planted on it, used for agricultural production 
and is prime farmland.  Even though we object, they can still do solar, but we can go 
on record against it. 
 
Brian Aldrich: Have we every objected to something and they say they will not do it? 
 
Dan Steward: No.  The question you bring up is, is any point in doing this?  Could 
they give us examples where they said no to a project? 
 
Brian Aldrich: We need to take a stand here to all the ag. producers and say we do 
not agree with this and we are at least trying. 
 
Fred Croscut: I think is a State wide concern among all Farmland Protection Board.   
 
Brian Aldrich: There is enough ground in this County that is not highly productive ag. 
land that they can put windmills and solar on it and you would have my support. 
 
Lisa Kempisty: What if we ask a representative from Ag. and Markets to be on a call 
with us and explain it.  I do not know if we will get any further.  I agree, I feel like we 
are spinning our wheels and everything is coming back the same. 
 
Mark Geise: Can we see if we can get them to join us because I agree.  Why are we 
doing this if it is going to be ignored? 
 
Brian Aldrich: You take a farm like Nickerson that is going to need that feed from 
somewhere, so where are they going to get it?   
 
Dan Steward: Somewhere farther away. 
 
Brian Aldrich: It creates smaller supply and demand, it means they are going to have 
to pay more for rent.  Is that farmland protection?  Farmland protection is trying to 
make these farms more profitable and if you make them less profitable there are 
going to be more farms going out of business.  You have additional mileage, more 
fuel to truck that feed and you have increased demand for equal supply so they are 
paying more for rent.  That is not helping profitability on any farm. 
 
Jim Joy: If you are going to take prime farmland out, do something to offset and 
offering comparable acres that are put back into agriculture with a drainage system. 
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Brian Aldrich: You are better off keeping the good ag land in ag and building the 
solar in that spot. 
 
Jim Joy: What is cheaper the tiling or running a pole line?   
 
Dan Steward: The reason we get theses is because there is government funding.  If 
there was not any funding involved it would not even go through this process.  Ag. 
and Markets under this commissioner is not upholding the law.  They are just going 
through the motions on it.  I did talk to Brian Steinmuller, Steiner’s boss last summer 
and all I got was it is political.  The truth of the matter is just give us an example of 
when would you say no.  There have been a couple big projects in Genesee County 
at a 1,000 acres of prime farmland and row crop land and it is still going through.  I 
do not think we are going to get a real good response from it but at least we put it in 
writing, at least make them think about it a little bit more. 
 
Lauren Sharp: We received two additional pieces of correspondence which read the 
same for the Pomfret 2 as well as the Hanover 2.  They included our comments 
about it being suitable for grape land.  We do send this letter to the Town 
Supervisors do before they approve a project, they also have our comments directly.  
I will send out the five I received today in a follow up email. 
 
Fred Croscut: Do we still want to send the letter? 
 
Jay Gould: One of the issues is the State organizations we are dealing with, I am sure 
they have orders from higher up in the State that they want everything electric. 
 
Steve Kimball: Our function is either to report to the Legislature or Ag. and Markets.  
The Legislature is probably where we should explain our concerns. 
 
Brian Aldrich: Can the Legislature do anything? 
 
Steve Kimball: Not really, complain and make it public. 
 
Jim Joy: The amount of agricultural land is starting to measure up now. 
 
Mark Geise: I guess I do not understand about sending a letter to the Legislature.  
We are going to complain to the Legislature about the State not paying attention to 
us.  I can see sending a letter to the State, having them join us on this conversation.   
 
Fred Croscut: Maybe send it to Andy Goodell and George Borrello. 
 
Dan Steward: Copy them on it, they do feel very strongly about it. 
 
Jim Joy: Jay you are a Legislature, how would you respond to it?  Is Mark on target? 
 
Jay Gould: I would have the clerk read it into the minutes and then I would have a 
few comments on it.  
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Jim Joy: Is that something you would do for us? 
 
Jay Gould: Yes. 
 
Jim Joy: I think on a local level it is just informing them that we have a concern and 
they are aware of it.  They cannot do anything about it, they will say talk to the State 
which is the next step.  They need to be directed to the lower grade land, there are 
1,000s of acres.  We are not opposed to solar but in the right places. 
 
Mark Geise: I understand the argument, what this is all about it we are not being 
paid attention to at the State level.  So I think it would be important to get those 
decision makers to respond to us directly.  Do you pay attention to any County 
Farmland protection Boards and under what conditions would you actually listen to 
them or is this all for show.  I would like to understand that. 
 
Jay Gould: I would like to know how many they have turned down. 
 
Mark Geise: And what were the conditions? 
 
Dan Steward: I do know they have gone to hearings and testified to the impacts they 
have and I think the projects have went through anyway.  
 
Fred Croscut: Can’t we do what Mark is saying and then just copy it to the 
Legislature, Goodell and Borello, just to let them know what we are doing or trying 
to do.  Go directly to the State and say we have concerns.  I will make that motion to 
draft a letter and send. 
 
Motion was seconded by Dan Steward and passed unanimously. 
 
Lisa Kempisty: Do we need a motion to request to have someone on our next call? 
 
Lauren Sharp: I can invite them. 
 
Mark Geise: I think the letter can request that they are present at our next meeting 
and expect to invite them and we would appreciate if they would attend. 

Privilege of the 
Floor 

None. 

NEW BUSINESS 
NOI – Portland 
Community Solar 
Array 2 

Lauren Sharp: The Board receive an NOI for a 3.6mW solar array in the Town of 
Portland located at 8682 Fay Street within ag. district 1 for the Board’s review and 
comments.  This is approximately a 14.65 acres project with approximately 5 acres of 
prime farmland and the remaining 10 acres on prime if drained farmland.  We did not 
receive a decommissioning plan with this project although it was requested.   
 
Jim Joy: I do not believe it is used.  When you drive by a lot of that is abandoned with 
brush and tree growing in.  They have targeted the bad vineyards. 
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Dan Steward: The land use shows that it is not super productive land otherwise it would 
have been farmed more intensely or farmed at all.  Whose property is this? 
 
Lauren Sharp: It is in Trebor, LLC and Shinteer, LLC which are associated with Robert 
Patterson, Jr. of Portland. 
 
Dan Steward: I would say this is similar to Portland 1 based on what Jim says and 
looking at it. 
 
Steve Kimball: It does appear that they tried to put it in the worse area. 
 
Lauren Sharp: What we stated for Portland 1 was the conversation of the acreage of 
inactively farmed land or what we believed, how many acres of prime and prime if 
drained and the farmland in question is not particularly valuable for agriculture as it 
would appear it has not been actively used for farming in recent years, the Board finds 
that the project siting would results in minor impacts to farmland in the County. 
 
Steve Kimball: Sounds good. 
 
Brian Aldrich: There is some good farmland here but is it economically viable. 
 
Steve Kimball: There is a little bit in the middle but in order to get in there an effectively 
do anything it is not economical so you just let it go. 
 
Dan Steward: I will make the motion to send a response letter with similar comments to 
that of Portland 1. 
 
Motion was seconded by Jim Joy. 
 
Dan Steward: We debate this stuff strongly but it really does not make a difference. 
 
Lauren Sharp: It is good that you have these discussions.  You have went on record, you 
made a statement, shared it with everyone. 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 

NOI – Schofield 
Solar, LLC 

Lauren Sharp: The Board received an NOI for a 5.0mW solar array in the Town of 
Pomfret located at 5208 West Main Road within ag. district 1.  This is approximately a 
25 acre project with the entire project being located on primed if drained farmland.  
We did not receive a decommissioning plan with this project although it was requested. 
 
Dan Steward: It is heavier ground.  The Niagara is kind of like clay. 
 
Jim Joy: I believe they are selling not leasing, but I am not sure if that is accurate or not. 
 
Lisa Kempisty: My only comment is that it is going to be on farmland, obviously it is not 
prime but it is going to take that farmland away. 
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Jim Joy:  We should call this farmland of significant value because it is in operation and 
viable producing cropland.  The 25 acres is less than the entire field. 
 
Dan Steward: I would not call it prime.  I have a little bit of misgivings on it, when the 
owner came back and started growing crops in this area, he actually did pick up a lot of 
loose land and start farming and improving a lot of it.  I also do not like it that they are 
selling the land for solar development.  You have more competition for less land if you 
lose some.  I do not think that is particularly prime farmland.  The image I am looking at 
from a couple years ago it looks really wet. 
 
Jim Joy: Would you assume he is dropping it to put solar in due to low yields? Yes you 
can grow corn on it, but is it economical or feasible. It looks okay driving by. 
 
Dan Steward: We have been trying to be consistent, so if it has a fair amount of prime 
or prime if drained farmland what have we been saying  
 
Lauren Sharp: The trend has been if it is actively farmed, prime or prime if drained it 
was a major impact from a perspective of more competition.  If it was not in prime or 
not prime if drained and in ag production you talked about it was not the greatest soils 
and productivity.  If it was abandoned like the last one you mentioned abandoned and 
disregarded the soil types and went with minor. 
 
Dan Steward: It is probably 45 acres between the two fields and that is 45 fewer acres 
that are going to be farmed.  If it is being farmed right now it is viable.  We would say it 
would have an adverse effect on agriculture. 
 
Fred Croscut: Taking land out of production. 
 
Jim Joy: Right.  It is about 25 acres of solar panels but you lose the rest of it too. 
 
Steve Kimball: The owner’s strategy might be to sell this one and acquire better land 
someplace else which is where the competition will be. 
 
Dan Steward: Right.  That is what is happening in Genesee County with some of the 
farms we work with. It is definitely happening. 
 
Fred Croscut: I make a motion to send a letter. 
 
Motion was seconded by Jay Gould and passed unanimously.  
 
Lauren Sharp: I will send out the draft letters to the Board and if there are any 
additional comments or corrections we can get them added. 
 
(Mark Geise left meeting) 

OLD BUSINESS 
Ag. Plan Lauren Sharp: The County released an article about the final approval of the updated 

Ag. Plan.  WNY News Now picked up the article and recently completed follow-up 
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interview on it.  They spoke with Emily Reynolds, Executive Director of Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Chautauqua County and Doug Bowen of Double D.A.B. 
Riding Stables.  He was one of the farms toured and he had been part of the 
recommendation team and steering committee.  It aired today at noon, so I am 
going to share the clip with you. 
 
Lauren Sharp: Patricia Hammond, an economic development coordinator for the 
Northern Chautauqua Community Foundation did an editorial piece on the Ag. Plan 
including some statistics on farming in the County and trying to remain profitable 
and to achieve this farms need to be part of the policy making while the general 
public and local officials need to understand, appreciate and support agriculture. 
 
Brian Aldrich: I think the statistics are very interesting. You are looking at over the 
past 20 years a 29% decline in the number of farms.  That is the number of farms.  I 
would be interested to see the number of cows we have decreased over the past 40 
years. 
 
Fred Croscut: With milk production, it probably is about the same. 
 
Brian Aldrich: I know at one time, it was and as the production per cow increases we 
have decreased the number of cows.  But my guess is over the last five years, total 
production has decreased.  I would be interested to know what has happened over 
forty years. 
 
Dan Steward: I do more in Erie and Cattaraugus County.  In Erie County there is a lot 
of land that was in WRP/CRP ground when I started in 1991 and it is being farmed as 
row crops now.  There is a lot more soybeans and corn being grown up there. 
 
Steve Kimball: The green beans are picking up a lot of land around here when you 
drive around and look at it.  It use to be forage for cows. 
 
Dan Steward: I think the good farmland is still being farmed and getting more 
production per acres.  At the Chautauqua County Farmer Neighbor dinner, just 
looking at the placemat there, all the different operation that people are doing 
different things.  Niche specific. 
 
Lisa Kempisty: Milk cows 40 years ago, as I recall we were at 23,000 to 25,000 milk 
cows in Chautauqua County and the data now shows 18,800 in 2021.  When I 
started in the started in the two county area there use to be about 780 dairy farms 
in Chautauqua and Cattaraugus Counties and now I figure about 160 in Chautauqua 
County.  There is a lot of people out there spending money in our County on 
agriculture related businesses.  They might not be that 500 cow dairy farm but they 
are definitely adding to the economy. 
 
Jim Joy: The number of small farms has increased, correct Lisa? 
 
Lisa Kempsity: Yes. 
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Steve Kimball: It is the middle sized ones that are disappearing. 

Ag. Districts Lauren Sharp: I wanted to share the Spectrum News interview that we talked about 
last meeting. 
 
Lauren Sharp: Cornell Cooperative Extension with the Small Business Development 
Center and the Department of Planning & Development are putting together an ag. 
forum on November 30th at the Carnhan Center, for producers.  The Department will 
be there with a table display for ag. districts for producers to stop and check to see if 
they are in the ag. district and what they need to do if their property is not in the ag. 
district.  They plan to have breakout sessions on topics such as grants, labor, risk 
management, stress management, farm diversification, and climate resiliency. 

Solar Lauren Sharp: Dan has been watching the solar happenings in the surrounding areas 
and has provided some articles including what is occurring with the Cattaraugus 
County Ag. & Farmland Protection Board.  They are working on a draft statement 
outlining their concerns with the expansion of large solar projects.  There is also an 
article on the largest solar project approved in New York State in Genesee County in 
the areas of Oakfield and Elba.  It is going to be 4,650 acres with a disturbance of 
2,400 acres and of those 2,160 acres will be taken out of agricultural use during the 
project’s estimated 30 year life, 68% is in row crops and 41% is prime farmland.  
 
Dan Steward: When I called and talked to Brian Steinmuller, he was saying it does 
not fit the agenda right now with this climate stuff so you are not going to them to 
come out in publicly say anything against it. 

OTHER 
 Lauren Sharp: I want to thank the Board members who attended the 5th Annual Farmer 

Neighbor Dinner and for those who were unable to attend Steve Kimball was this year’s 
recipient of the Legacy Producer award. Congratulation Steve.  I also wanted to remind 
the Board of the upcoming visit the farm day, scheduled for Saturday October 1st from 
11am-3pm at Brehm Farm.   
 
Lisa Kempsity: If anyone can help that day, it would be helpful.   
 
Fred Croscut: We use to have a four or five county area known as the RCD council.  
Right now, it is pretty well defunct but they do have about $100,000 left.  At the Farmer 
Neighbor dinner Tom Ormond and I talked to Al from Cattaraugus County to try to do 
something with that money while us old geezers are still around before someone does 
something we do not want with it.  We are in the process of getting a meeting together.  
I would like to see it put in to some form of education.  A lot of the RCD members are 
so inactive.  Al is going to do is send out register letters. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 Steve Kimball: If there is not further business I will take a motion to adjourn. 

 
Fred Croscut made the motion, seconded by Jim Joy and passed unanimously.  

 


