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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
DPF Falconer Shop 
454 N. Work Street 

Falconer, NY  
October 4th, 2022 

4:00 PM 
 

PRESENT: Doug Bowen, Bruno Bruni, Jeff Gossett, Courtney Curatolo, Melissa Meyers, Dick Patton, Mary 
Ellen Humphrey 
ABSENT: Bernie Auer, Kathleen Dennison , Susan Asquith  
OTHERS: Gregory Bacon, Courtney Domst, Lauren Sharp, Shannon Barnhart  
ADMINISTRATION  
Minutes 

 
 

 

Chairman Bowen called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the 
October Planning Board Meeting. 
 
Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to approve the minutes for the September 
6th, 2022 meeting.  A motion was made by Melissa Meyers, seconded by Dick 
Patton and passed unanimously. 

Correspondence Courtney Domst: This is from our department, the Planning & Development 
department. We recently completed a Clean Energy Reference Guide on behalf of 
the Energy Commission. We’re just trying to get the word out and encourage people 
to check the website out. There are seven clean energy topics and within each topic 
are different resources that relate to that topic.  
 
Melissa Meyers: I just read something in the paper about how National Grid is about 
at their limit for accepting more energy into the grid from solar and wind projects, is 
that addressed anywhere in the Guide?  
 
Courtney Domst: Not currently, but we can add it. There is a section on the guide for 
news articles and we can add it there. Do you know which paper wrote it? 
 
Greg Bacon: I actually wrote it. It was from the CCIDA meeting and I think Rich Dixon 
was talking about it.  
 
Shannon Barnhart: I know they took the Jamestown Airport off of the map because 
of that.  
 
Greg Bacon: They are still doing more, but they are nearing the capacity.  
 
Bruno Bruni: How can you reach capacity? I don’t understand it.  
 
Jeff Gossett: Because the infrastructure is so old. Some of it is over a 100 years old.  
 
Courtney Curatolo: Can you give us some examples of the topics that were included 
in the reference guide? 
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Courtney Domst: The topics are Clean Energy Technology and Infrastructure, 
Legislation and State Goals, Articles and Miscellaneous, Business Development, 
Resources for Residents, Sustainability, and Outreach and Education.  

Privilege of the 
Floor 

 Courtney Domst: Is now a good time to introduce Tim? 
 
Doug Bowen: Yes.  
 
Tim Card: Hi everyone, I’m Tim Card, I’m the new Director of Public Facilities. I’m 
looking forward to working with the County. I was at the Town of Harmony for 32 
years, prior to working here. I’m thankful for the opportunity and I’m excited to meet 
everyone.  
 
Courtney Domst: I do have another topic I want to bring up really quick. About an hour 
ago I received a phone call from a woman in Cherry Creek who called about getting 
broadband out to her home. She told me that the FCC told her that in order to do so, 
she would need to bring it up with the County Planning Board. Is that something that 
we are aware of? 
 
Courtney Curatolo: That sounds like she was given a miscommunication from the FCC.  
 
Doug Bowen: I agree, and depending on what she needs done, we would need more 
information.  
 
Doug Bowen: Quick update on the South Ripley Solar Project. A complete application 
has been deemed by ORES, which triggers the environmental review to some extent. 
The administrative judge came to Ripley about a month ago for a public hearing and 
allowed the public an opportunity to speak for or against the project. That all goes into 
the record, and the developer also had to answer any questions. The Town Board held 
a special workshop and drafted a compliance letter that we submitted to ORES. Again 
the developer has to respond to each question or concern that we have for zoning 
compliance. Last week we got an email from the administrative judge and he wanted 
to schedule an oral argument for our battery and storage systems law.  The developer 
has requested that that requirement be waived for the project and the judge wanted 
additional information so he scheduled the oral argument session. That was held this 
morning. The developer put forth their case, ORES put forth theirs, and the Town of 
Ripley said why they think that the zoning law should be followed, and there were 
rebuttals back in forth. Going forward, the administrative judge has essentially three 
options. He will either say the zoning law is waved, or no you have to follow the zoning 
law, or he will request actual hearings to put into writing why not allowing the energy 
storage component would be detrimental to the project. There are certain criteria that 
the developer must follow to have the zoning law waived. We will see where that 
moves forward. Everyone put forth strong arguments it was good discussion. There 
was also an attorney there representing the Town of Ripley’s Fire Department. The 
vocal members don’t want to see the energy storage component go forward, they 
have concerns.  
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Melissa Meyers: What is the Town’s attorney’s position? 
 
Doug Bowen: To follow the zoning law.  
 
Melissa Meyers: The zoning law prohibits the battery storage? 
 
Doug Bowen: Yes. We passed a separate battery and storage energy law in June and 
that law came into effect after the full application was deemed complete. Our zoning 
code did not allow energy storage systems to begin with. The passed law now only 
allows batter energy storage for residential sized units in tier 1, not tier 2 or 3.  
 
Melissa Meyers: Why is that? 
 
Doug Bowen: The law was being worked on for about a year, as it stood before, you 
weren’t able to have residential sized ones. So we came to a compromise. But there is 
some arguments from the developer about whether what they want to do is allowed 
or not.  
 
Mary Ellen Humphrey: Is this crucial to the project? 
 
Doug Bowen: It depends on who you ask.  
 
Mary Ellen Humphrey: Will the project go forth without it? 
 
Doug Bowen: I think that it would.  
 
Melissa Meyers: I attended a training and they said that the next component of clean 
energy is battery storage. Some people have said that these projects have come to 
their towns and they are so loud to the point where people can’t enjoy their 
backyards. So as the County Planning Board, we need to make our municipalities 
aware that these project are likely to come.  
 
Courtney Curatolo: Is there a deadline of when the judge needs to make a decision? 
 
Doug Bowen: There is but I’m not sure what that date is.  

NEW BUSINESS 
Zoning Referral Log-
New Referrals 

Courtney Domst: We only had two referrals this month. The first one is for the 
Village of Lakewood. They did a local law that eliminated big trucks like semi-trailers 
from driving on a couple of roads in order to maintain safety and their 
infrastructure. The second one was for the Town of Pomfret. This was a local law to 
regulate cannabis use in the Town. I believe that this is the first law for this that we 
have received. In the response, I reminded them about the NYS guidelines on what 
they can regulate, such as time, place and manner.  
 
Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to approve the minutes for the October 4th 
Zoning Log.  A motion was made by Courtney Curatolo, seconded by Mary Ellen 
Humphrey and passed unanimously. 
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OLD/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Review of the 
Airport Five-Year 
Capital 
Improvement Plan 

Shannon Barnhart: I think that this one is a little more straightforward. The last one 
had an incorrect number so that threw us off, including myself. The funding source 
that was in question is under the bill funding. The previous version did not clearly show 
that we would be getting $159,000 each year. We can use all of the money in one year 
or we can spread out it out over the next five years. You can see the carry over 
amounts on the right hand side and added a column for allocation amount. The money 
runs out in 2026, and we can’t use it past then. I apologize for the previous version 
being unclear and having an incorrect number.  
 
Doug Bowen: Any questions or comments? 
 
Melissa Meyers: Why aren’t you using any of that money in 2024? 
 
Shannon Barnhart: We didn’t have a project that would be eligible for that bill funding 
that year. You can only use that bill funding for a certain type of dollars. We added the 
money for that year to 2025 for the guidance signs.  
 
Melissa Meyers: Why not do half of those signs in 2024 and half in 2025? 
 
Shannon Barnhart: I think it would just be a matter of bidding and the timeframe from 
the FAA. We put a two year buffer between the design and construction. It’s just a 
matter of timing.  
 
Jeff Gossett: It’s the same $159,000 each year? 
 
Shannon Barnhart: Yes, for each airport. If we had commercial service we would of 
gotten a lot more.  
 
Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to approve the minutes for the Jamestown 
ACIP.  A motion was made by Mary Ellen Humphrey, seconded by Melissa Meyers 
and passed unanimously. 

OTHER 
 A brief tour outside of the Falconer Shop was held.   

ADJOURNMENT 
 Chairman Bowen asked for a motion to adjournment the meeting.  A motion was 

made by Bruno Bruni and seconded by Courtney Curatolo and passed unanimously.  
 


