
W H A T  I S  T H E  P R O - H O U S I N G  C O M M U N I T Y
P R O G R A M ?
Its a certification program for municipalities who are taking steps
locally to address the housing shortage in New York State.
Governor Hochul announced the program in Executive Order 30
and the program opened in September of 2023. The NYS
Department of Homes & Community Renewal (HCR) administers
the program. 

PRO-HOUSING COMMUNITY
PROGRAM INFORMATION GUIDE

W H A T  I S  T H E  D I F F E R E N C E  B E T W E E N
P R O - H O U S I N G  &  F A I R  H O U S I N G ?

Pro-Housing is a New York State certification program that municipalities can apply for to show their
support for housing growth within their community. The Pro-Housing Communities pledge states that
communities will attempt to:

Streamline permitting for multifamily housing, affordable housing, accessible housing, accessory
dwelling units, and supportive housing. 
Adopt policies that affirmatively further fair housing.
Incorporate regional housing needs into planning decisions. 
Increase development capacity for residential uses. 
Enacting policies that encourage a broad range of housing development, including multifamily
housing, affordable housing, accessible housing, accessory dwelling units, and supportive housing. 

The Fair Housing Act is a federal law which protects people from housing discrimination based on race,
color, national origin, religion, sex, familial status, and disability. 

W H Y  C O N S I D E R  B E C O M I N G  A  P R O - H O U S I N G  C O M M U N I T Y ?

Achieving a Pro-Housing Community Program certification is now a requirement
for municipalities applying to certain discretionary funding programs. These
funding programs include:

The Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI)
The NY Forward program
The Regional Council Capital Fund
Any capital grants made pursuant to the Market New York Program
The Public Transportation Modernization Enhancement Program
Additional programs may also be added.

Please Note: While only municipal applicants are eligible for the Pro-Housing Communities certification,
under certain programs, not-for-profits and other entities must have their projects located in a certified
Pro-Housing Community. This would impact not only housing related projects but also infrastructure,
blight removal, redevelopment, placemaking projects, etc. 



W H A T  I S  T H E  A P P L I C A T I O N  P R O C E S S
T O  B E C O M E  P R O - H O U S I N G  C E R T I F I E D ?

Municipalities can apply for certification based on successful
support for housing growth in the past and/or stating a
commitment to addressing slow housing growth moving
forward. 

If you would like to speak directly
with a representative from the Pro-
Housing Community Program, we
recommend joining their virtual
Webex office hours. 

When are the office hours?
Tuesdays  from 10:00-11:00am 
Wednesdays from 2:00-3:00pm 

To join the office hours, click on the
links which are found here:
https://hcr.ny.gov/phc

H C R  O F F I C E  H O U R S :

Send a letter of intent to the program email at
prohousing@hrc.ny.gov. After you have submitted
your letter of intent, you will receive a link from
HCR where you can submit your documentation.

Fill out the Zoning Code Summary Excel Template.
The template can be found here:
https://hcr.ny.gov/phc

Fill out the Housing Planning and Building Permit
Excel Template which can be found here:
https://hcr.ny.gov/phc. Once completed, check the
Growth Statistics tab to determine if your
municipality has met the required growth
percentage. If you have, move on to Step 5. If you
have not, complete Step 4 before moving on. 

Pass the Pro-Housing Community resolution. The
model resolution can be found here:
https://hcr.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2023/08/
model-pro-housing-resolution-august-2023.pdf

Submit your zoning map as a GIS shapefile. 

W H A T  I F  M Y  M U N I C I P A L I T Y
D O E S N ’ T  H A V E  Z O N I N G ?

You can still apply for the certification,
but you will need to reach out to HCR
at prohousing@hrc.ny.gov.

W H A T  I F  O U R  Z O N I N G  D O E S N ’ T
H A V E  A  S H A P E F I L E ?

Reach out to HCR at
prohousing@hrc.ny.gov and they may
accept another file format such as a
PDF. If you are unsure if your
municipality has a shapefile, please
contact the Chautauqua County
Department of Planning &
Development for assistance. 

W I L L  T H E R E  B E  A
C E R T I F I C A T I O N  R E N E W A L
P R O C E S S ?
Yes. After the original designation,
municipalities must submit updated
permit information for the previous year  
in order to maintain their certification. 

Chautauqua County Department of
Planning & Development

Phone: 716-661-8900
Website: www.planningchautauqua.com

H E L P F U L  L I N K S :
Pro-Housing Community Program website
Instructions for the zoning code summary
Instructions for the planning/permit summary
Frequently Asked Questions

https://hcr.ny.gov/phc
https://hcr.ny.gov/phc
https://hcr.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2023/08/model-pro-housing-resolution-august-2023.pdf
https://hcr.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2023/08/model-pro-housing-resolution-august-2023.pdf
http://www.planningchautauqua.com/
https://hcr.ny.gov/phc
https://hcr.ny.gov/zoning-template-instructions
https://hcr.ny.gov/permit-template-instructions
https://hcr.ny.gov/pro-housing-communities-faq
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